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TIVE TO THE STATE AND CoNnDITION or THE 
Couxrar or OuDt -AND ITS DEPENDENCIES, AND 
OF THE REIGNING FAMILY THEREOF ;| INCLUDING 


THE CHARGES MADE BY MR, HasSTINGS AGAINS 
Ma. Bals row, &c. &c. &c, 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq. and the Mem- 
bers ot the Supreme Council, at Fort William. 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 
I HAVE the honour to encloſe the copy of my correſ- 
* pondence with Captain Jaques, together with four con- 
tingent bills tranſmitted to me by that gentleman. In 
regard to the gun, I beg leave to inform you, it has lately 
only been delivered over to the Aumils, and the cattle and 
men attached to it were till then ſupported by Captain 


es. 
oO circumſtance relative to the commotions created by 
Bulbudder, in the diſtricts of Sahlone and Jayes, I have 
already ſubmitted to your conſideration ; it is with great 
pleaſure I inform you that he has not returned to the Vi- 
zier's dominions. In my addrefs of the zoth ultimo, I 
mentioned the capture of the fort Korrayu ; the Vizier has 
thought to direct the Aumils capitally to puniſh the 
two ringleaders, Amrow Sing and Gundcharry, taken in 
arms in the ſaid fort, as they were conſidered in the light 4 
of Bulbudder's adherents, and have on former occaſions 
interrupted the peace of the country. 
- Captain Jacques has, .in the courſe of the ſervice, con- 
ducted himſelf with great zeal and activity; and it is owing - 
to his exertions, in conjunction with thoſe of the Aumils, 
Iſmael Beg and Tuckee Beg, that the buſineſs has been 
brought to its preſent ſtate with loſs of very few lives, and 
little detrimeat to the revenue. | | 
] have the honour to be, &c, / 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW. 
28th Feb. 1783. Nesdent at the Vizier's court. 


To John Briſtow, Eſq. Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Sir, ; 
The Golandaz, Cluſhies, Bildars, and people with 
bullocks, I took in May laſt with the Nabob's gun (that 
Var. IV. A had 


= 


time they left Fyzabad under my command up to the firſt 
of the preſent month, December. Therefore I conceive 


6 Papers relating to Charges IV. and XVI. 


had been with Abdulla Beg when he was killed) having 


repeatedly aſked me to write you the particylars, that they 


might be paid the arrears which they ſay is due to them, 


J have been induced thereto, as alſo to acquaint you, that 
the Aumil, Iſhmael Beg, by order of Major Lumſdaine, 
has paid them one month and a half wages, being for the 


' 


there is a balance ſtill due them, for the time they were at 


Fayzabad, of about five months and an half. 


I have the honour to be, 
Camp, Atteah, Sir, &c. 
December 14, 1782. (Signed) LEOD. JAQUES, Capt. 
' Commanding at Atteah. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. John Briſtow, Refident at 


the Vizier's Court,' to Captain Leonard Jaques, com- 
manding 2d Battalion of the 2oth Regiment; dated the 
agth December, 1782. | 

Sir, | 


J have received your letter of the 14th inſtant. ' 
The Aumils are intruſted about furniſhing the expences 


attending the bullocks attached to the Vizier's artillery. 


John Briſtow, Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 


Sir, | x 

I am honoured with your's of the 29th ultimo, and 
from its tenor have to inform you, that for upwards of fix 
weeks after I marched from Fyzabad, no Aumils were with 
me, of courſe I was under the neceſſity of ſupplying every 


. neceſſary, both to the cattle and gun. Ammunition of 


every ſort included, and the wheels which were taken from 
different carriages, almoſt tumbling to pieces, with every 
other part of the wood and iron work, in ſuch a bad con- 
ditzon that I was obliged, on our coming to our encamp- 
ing ground, _ to ſet every hand to work that I could 
meet with, and by this attention have at laſt ſucceeded in 
getting every thing inta a very good condition. L have 
now got forty-two rounds, and fixteen rounds of grape, 
which I ſuppoſe will be ſufficient for the ſervice of the gun 


While under my care. 


I am now to requeſt your permiſſion of aſking you in 
what manner I am to be reimburſed for the above-men- 
tioned repairs, as alſo for the extra people I have been ne- 
ceſſitated to entertain for the uſe of the gun and tumbril, 
croſſing the Goomty, . levelling the forts of Thirra and 
Chukin, &c. Majors have been allowed three thouſand 
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rupees per month, while detached ſerving in the Vizier's 
dominions, in lieu of all contingencies; and I cannot 
doubt but you will allow half that ſum to be very reaſon- 


able, when you confider the expence and trouble I have 
been obliged to enter into. 


I have the honour to be, 
Camp, Purey, Sir, | 
Nullah, Jan. 5, 83. Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
gy” (Signed) LEOD JAQUES, 
Capt. Com. the 2d battn. 2oth Reg. Sepoys. 


To Captain Leonard Jaques, commanding the 2d Battalion 
of the 20th Regiment. 


Sir, 

I have received your's of the 5th inſtant ; and requeſt 
ou will inform me by whoſe orders you deſtroyed the 
orts of Thirra and Chukra. In regard to the people be- 
longing to the gun attached to your battalion, as every 


other expence attending it, I muſt inform you the Aumils 


are allowed a certain ſum by the Vizier in their Jumma 
Waſſil Baukey. You will pleaſe to tranſmit to me the 

rticulars of 2 charges you have incurred, and the eſta- 

liſhment both of men and bullocks at the time you re- 

ceived the gun. I requeſt you will inform me if either the 
late Reſident or your commanding officer gave you any 
inſtructions to incur the ſaid charges. | 

I have no authority to adviſe the Vizier to grant an 
fixed allowance for officers on detachment; if you think 
yourſelf entitled to the monthly ſum of fifteen hundred re- 
pees on account of contingencies, I will ſubmit your claim 
to the Honourable the Governor General and Council. 


I am, Sir, 
Lucknow, Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
10 Jan. 1783. (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 


| Refi. at the Vizier's Court. 
To John Briſtow, Eſq. Refident at the Vizier's Court. 


Sir, 

1 have received your's of the roth inſtant, and agree- 
able to your defire I have to inform you, that the 21ſt 
ovember Major Lumſdaine ordered me to march to 
ayes, and render the Aumil Iſhmael B — there 
Joined me) every aſſiſtance in my power; this I have done 
to my utmoſt, till he left me to proceed for Lucknow, the 
middle of laſt month, when Tuckee Beg was ſent to me 
in his room, with orders by Major Lumſdaine, to render 
him every aſſiſtance he might requeſt ; this I alſo have done 
to the utmoſt of my power. On the 19th ultimo, in the 
| A 2 evening, 


f 
0 
| 
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evening, Tuckee Beg told me the Jemidars of Thirſu and 


- Chuken had collected the Nabob's revenues from the vil- 


lages about them, and were in arms againſt the Nabob's 


ſervants, refuſing to account for the caſh they had receiv- 


ed, and requeſted me to march againſt them. The 18th I 
ſent, and had the roads examined ; and the 19th I march. 
ed, but on our arrival at the fort of Thirrah, it was aban- 


doned. The Avmil told me it muſt be deſtroyed: I, 


agreeable to my inſtructions, conſplied, and aſſiſted him to 
the utmoſt, in conſequence of which it was even with the 
ground that night. He then informed me it was neceſſary 
to do the ſame to the fort of Chukin, and the 20th it 
ſhared the ſame fate. | | 

I am now to requeſt you will ſend me orders to whom TI 
may give up the Nabob's gun, or that you will give orders 
to Major Lumſdaine concerning that 1 may take away my 
Sepoys, formerly Golandazes in the Hpnourable, Com- 
pany's ſervice, and who I poſted to the gun, being maſters 
of that duty, entertaining Sepoys in their room, and who 
I ſhall immediately diſcharge, now that I perceive the dif- 
ficulty.I ſhall have in being reimburſed the caſh I have ad 
vanced for the good of the Nabob's ſervice. | 

I am alſo, in reply to that part of your letter where you 


ſay the Aumils are allowed a certain ſum on the above- 
mentioned account, to inform r. that it was after te- 
9 


peated application to Iſhmael informing him about 
the people who had been attached to the gun during its 
ſtay at Fyzabad, and who came along with it with me, a 
Duffedar, ſix Golandaez, five Laſcars, one carpenter, one 
blackſmith, and thirty-two guns and tumbril bullocks, 


with their drivers; that I was able to get one month and a 


half pay for the men, and who I had been ſupporting at 
the rate of two annas per day each, to keep them from 
ſtarving, I muſt alfo inform you that theſe people and 
cattle J have repeatedly applied to Tuckee Beg for ſub- 
ſiſtence for, but without effect; and the cattle would ga 
without grain, did I not ſupply it to them. : : 
The particulars of the charges 1 have incurred I will 
hereafter ſend you, at preſent they are not ready. I will 
alſo tranſmit you a copy of Major Gilpin's orders regard- 
ing the gun, on my taking charge of it. And regarding 


the fixed monthly allowance you mention, had I thought 


neceſſary to have made applications to the Board, I ſurely 

ſhould not have applied to you. 3 © Ps 
| I have the honour to be, 

Camp, Purſeddypore, - Sir, 

January 13, 1783. Your moſt obedt. ſervant, 
(Signed) LEOp JAQUES, 
Capt. comg. the ad batn. 2oth regt. of Spor 
| Th a 


| Papers relating 10 Charges IV. and XVI. 9 


To Captain tain Leonard Jaques commanding the 24 Batta- 
oy Ba of the 20th Regiment of Sepoys. 


I have been favoured with your letter of the 15th inſtant; 
and in reply to that part of it deſiring inſtructions relative 
to the diſpoſal of the gun. I am to requeſt you will cauſe 
it to be delivered to the Aumils Mirza Tuckee Beg, and 
Mirza Iſhmael Beg. 

With reſpe& to the expence you inform me you have in- 
curred on the occaſion, it is a charge which, for the reaſon 
already affigned in my letter of the 10th inſtant, I cannot 
poſſibly admit without a reference to the Board. When 
you ſend me the particulars I will, as I ſaid before, if you 
defire it, make that reference. I am Sir, 

Lucknow, Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
20 Jan. 1783. 5 J. BRISTOW, 
5 eſident at the Vizier's Court. 


To John Briſtow, Eſq. Refident at the Court of the Vizier. 


our, - | 
The bearer of this, one of the le who came from 
Fayzabad, attached to the Nabob's gun under my com- 
mand, and by order of Major Gilpin, waits on you with 
this letter, to know if he and the reſt of the people at- 
tached to the gun are to have any fudfiſtence, und from 
whom, as. the Aumil will not advance them any thing, 
notwithſtanding my having told him, that your laſt poſi- 


tidtly ſays every neceſſary is to. be ſupplied to the Nabob's 


cattle, gun, and tumbril, by the Aumils ; and Tuckee Beg, 
the Aumil with me, tells me he has poſitive orders from 
Hyder Beg Cawn, not to advance any thing to thoſe people. 

I am therefore to ge your orders how to act; as I 
have applied to Major Lumſdaine, ſhewn him your letters 
to me, and my laſt to'you, requeſting he would order the 
gun to be delivered to the Aumil, or diſpoſe of it in any 


other manner he might think proper, ſo that it was taken 


from me. 
Camp, Roolah, I am, Sir, | 
Jan. 20, 1783. - Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


Signed) LEOD.JAQUES, 
| . Capt. comg. at Roolah, 


To John Briſtow, Eſq. Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
Sir, 
I have been favoured with your's of the 20th inſtant, 


and have given orders for the gun and tũmbril to be deli- 
vered to Iſhmael Beg, agreeable to.your deſite. 
A3 


Again 


2 4 
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| Again I am to inform you, that the ces I have 
| been under the neceſſity of incurring fince I left Fyzabad, 
al on behalf of the gun, and otherwiſe, I will ſhortly make 
14 you acquainted with the particulars of, and with which, 
1 agreeable to the public letter I received from John Murray, 
Eſquire, (Comptroller General laſt year) the Board, I pre- 
ſume, has but lately concerned themſelves; which contin- 
gencies, till the time above-mentioned, have always been 
anſwered by the Reſident, at leaſt it was the caſe with mine 
laſt year, during my command at Fayzabad, | 

| | I am, Sir, 
1 Camp, Atteah, Vour obedient ſervant, 
1 July 23, 1783. (Signed) LEOD JAQUES, 

Capt. commanding at Atteah. 


IC 
— > * 
—— —— — * _ 


Extract of a Letter from Captain Leonard Jaques to Mr. 
8 Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court; dated from 
'S g \ Jelauladabad, in the Diſtrict of Maniſhpore, 


| I am now to requeſt, that orders may be ſent me to join 
my brigade ; for, give me leaye to tell you, Sir, I think it 

hard.to be continued on this duty, and not even allowed 
| the money I have advanced for the good of the Nabob's 
= ſervice, which your laſt letter informs me. | 


1 Extract of a Letter from Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident at 

Do . the Vizier's Court, to Captain Leonard Jaques, com- , 

1 manding the ad Battalion of the 20th Regiment; dated 
1 February, 1783. 


I have received your letter, without date, requeſting you 
may be directed to join your brigade, which it is not in 
my power to do, until the Vizier ſhall deem the ſervice of 
the troops under your command no longer neceſſary in 
Sahlone. 

I have called upon you to furniſh me with the particu- 
lars of the charges you have incurred, and am defirous that 
you ſhould tranſmit them, that I may make a juſt repre- 
ſentation of your claims, 


Extract of a Letter from Captain Leonard aques to Mr. 
John Briſtow, Refident at the Vizier's Court; dated 
from Nabob Gunge, 8 February, 1783. 


— 1. I beg leave to tranſmit you four bills of 
the expence I have incurred during the different months 
fince I left Fyzabad, on behalf of his Excellency the Vi- 
zier, agreeable to your commands. ö 


To | 
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To Captain Leonard Jaques, commanding the 2d Batta- 
2 lion of the 2oth Regiment of Sepoys. | 
ir, | | 

I have received your favour of the 8th inſtant, and now 
tranſmit you a copy of my addreſs to the Honourable Go- 
vernor General and Council on the ſabje& of your bills, 

Lucknow, LI have the honour to be, 
28th Feb. 1783. Sir, | 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
Refi. at the Vizier's Court. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor 

General, &c. Members of the Supreme Council at Fort 

William. ä | | 
Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

Under date the 24th January, I had the honour to tranſ- 
mit you information relative to the Seiks, who have fince 
that period committed depredations on the neighbouring 
countries, and made ſeveral attempts againſt the Vizier's 
dominions. The ſmall force with which their attacks have 
been repulſed, flatter me with hopes that little is to be ap- 
prehended, if timely precautions be taken. I cannot ſub 
mit the facts to your conſideration with clearneſs and pre- 
ciſion, except by a view of the whole of my correſpondence 
and intelligence on the ſubject. I beg your excuſe for in- 
truding upon your attention ſuch numerous papers as I 
now incloſe, of which a liſt accompanies this addreſs. M 
principal reaſon for being ſo particular, is to guard again 
the claims and deductions Almaſs Ally Cawn wiſhes to 


eſtabliſn for the damages ſuſtained by the depredations of 


the Seiks, which are ſet forth in the repreſentations of 
his Naibs; No. 7 and 11. He pretends that the collections 
of diſtrias yielding nine lacks of rupees are entirely at a 
ſtand. I am clearly of opinion the loſs can hardly exceed 
ten thouſand rupees, Indeed I ſhould conſider him cul- 
pable for any miſchief his countries may have ſuffered, the 
troops under his command being in every reſpect equal to 
repelling the attacks of any bodies of Seiks likely to appear 
in theſe quarters; and I have uniformly held this language 
to him, when he has ſpoke to me upon the ſubject. 
Khawja Ain ul Deen has attended at Lucknow, in order 


to ſtate the diſtreſſed fituation of Rohilcund, ariſing from 


the periodical rains not having been ſo plentiful as uſual 
during the laſt ſeaſon, At the end of December, or in 
all January, a few ſhowers are neceſſary for the cultivation 
of the rubby harveſt ; theſe alſo have failed; but I am 
happy tv underſtand; from the beſt intelligence I can ob- 
tain, that a famine is not to be apprehended. Khawja 


J 
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Ain ul Deen has objefted to the payment of the full 
amount of the aſſignments granted on him, founding his 
plea of inability on the drought. He earneſtly requeſted 
to hold the country in amanny, and not in farm; and fo- 
licited to have a 4— deputed on the part of the Ho- 
nourable Company, and a Peiſhcar on the part of the 
Vizier, to inſpe& his conduct. The great expence at- 
tending theſe appointments was urged in objection to them. 
Unleſs the perſons ſelected for ſuch truſts are men of ſupe- 
rior abilities, and ftrict ppi à colluſion might be 
formed between the parties. From the experience I have 
had on theſe occaſions, I can hardly quote an inſtance 
where they have been attended with any good to the public : 
on the contrary, the interference of Sezawals and Peiſhcars 
creates a divided authority, and furniſhes the Aumil with 
excuſes for the diſcharge of his duty. By ſuch an arrange- 
ment alſo Khauja Ain ul Deen would be relieved from all 
reſponſibility. The plan I purpoſe following with regard 
to him is, to be very peremptory in my demands until the 
concluſion of the year, at which period, as no plea of in- 
terruption to the collection can then be urged, the appoint- 
ment of a Sezawal and Peiſhcar may be adviſeable, and 
proper perſons ſelected, and inveſted with ſuch authority 
as may prepare the way for dividing the country into a 
number of {mall farms. 

My correſpondence with the Commanding Officer will 
explain the ſteps taken to defend the country againſt the 
Seiks. The letters from Major Browne, No. 16 and 17, 
ſpeak of their depredations in a ſerious light. In regard 
to his propoſal of aſſiſting the King with troops, I ſhould 
nnagine the Vizier's finances at this period are not in a 
ſtate to admit of incurring expences which are not abſo- 
lutely unavoidable, and I hope the propoſed detachment 
will be attended with every good effect that can be defired. 

I have the honour to be, with the higheſt reſpect, 
Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 


Lucknow, Your moſt obedient 
the 14th March, Humble Servant, 
1783. JOHN BRISTOW, 


Reſident at the Vizier's Court: 


Liſt of Incloſures in Mr. Briſtow's Letter of the 15th 
March, 1783. 5 

No. 1. 1 4 a * from Mohummed Cafim 
n, CA 20 anuar jpore, 

Rohilcund. | 7 e =; 

2. Copy of a letter from Colonel James Morgan, 

commanding in the field, to Mr. John Briſtow, 

_ Reſident at the Vizier's Court, dated 27th Ja- 


nuary, 1783. 
| 3- Tranſlation 
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3. Tranſlation of a letter from Teig Chund Roy, 
Naib of Darranegeur, to Khija Ain ul Dien, 
dated Toja Gaut, the evening .6th Rubbee ul 


Awil. 

4. Copy of a letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming 
to Mr. John Briſtow, Refident at the Vizier's 
Court, dated Sunday, 4th March, 1783. 

5. Copy of a letter from Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident 
at the Vizier's Court, to' Colonel Sir John 

Cumming, commanding a detachment on the 
frontier ſtation, dated 5th March, 1783. 

6. Copy of a letter from Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident 
at the Vizier's Court, to Colonel James Mor- 
gan, commanding in the field, dated 5th March, 


1783. 
7. Tnahilatien of a letter from Mahomed Aſum Ud- 
deen Cawn, dated 23d Rubbece ul Awul 1191, 
to Almaſs Ally Cawn. 15 
8. Copy of a letter from Colonel James Morgan, 
commanding the troops in the field, to Mr. 
John Briſtow, Refident, dated 7th March, 1783. 
9. Copy extract of a letter from Major General Sti 
_ to Colonel Morgan, dated 9th February, 
1783. | 
10. 15 27 a letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming 
to Mr. John Briſtow, Refident at the Vizier's 
| Court, dated Futty Ghur, March gth, 7 0 
11. Copy of a letter from Mohummed Azim Uddeen 
Cawn to Almaſs Ally Cawn, dated the 25th and 
29th of Rubbee ul Awul 1197 Hegira. 
12. Copy of a letter from James — command- 
ing the troops in the field, to. Mr. John Briſtow, 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court, dated 12th 
March, 1783. | 
13. Copy extracts of intelligence from the news- papers 
arrived from Delhy, dated 8th March, 1783. 
14. y of a letter from Mr. John Briſtow, Res- 
ent at the Vizier's Court, to Colonel Sir John 
Cumming, dated Lucknow, 14th March, 1783. 
15. Tranſlation of his Excellency the Vizier's ſhoka to 
Almaſs Ally Cawn, Jumpra Mohummud Cafim 
| Gag Thonja Amiul Dein, and Mohummud 
Caſim Cawn, dated 7th Rubbee 1197. 
16. Extract of a letter from Major James Browne, 
dated Camp at Agra, 24 March, 1783, to Mr, 
John Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
17. Copy of a letter from Major James Browne, 
dated Camp at Agutt, 11th March, 1983, to Mr. 
John Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
F * Tranflation 
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Tranſlation of a Letter from- Mahomed Cazim Khan, 
dated 20th January, at Rajpoora, in Rohilcund. 
On the 17th of the preſent month, a numerous army of 
Seiks, under the conduct of four renowned Chiefs, ap- 
peared at the Gauts of Kurum Coſs, Ram Gaut, and Raj- 
gaut, where the river is fordable. On hearing of this, I 
orthwith ordered ſome infantry and cavalry to thoſe gauts, 
to prevent their crofling, and directed them to ſecure all 
the boats, and faſten them on this ſide the water. On that 
day an engagement continued between the army and my 
people till the ſetting of the ſun, 
ow whereas a mighty hoſt of the enemy appeared in 
force at Rajgaut, where the river is ſhallow and narrrow, 
and which is diſtant from my place of reſidence, Rajpoora, 
about four coſs, I before day-break of the 18th got all my 
baggage and camp followers lodged in the ſmall fort of 
Rajpore, under charge of Mirza Suddur Adun ms, 
and marched with the ſmall party of horſe and foot that I 
had, towards Raj Gaut, where I arrived before the rifing of 
the fun, The enemy, conſiſting of above 20,000 fighting 
men, including thoſe which ſerve for booty, made an effort 
to croſs, but 1 arrived at the critical juncture, and they 
could not ſucceed ; and a fierce battle enſued, and continued 
ti{l the ſetting of the ſun; but I cannot ſay that any blood 
was ſhed on that important day. Yet, at the cloſe of the 
day the enemy retired, and I, faithful to my truſt, conti- 
nued with my gallant followers on the bank of the river all 
night; nor did we ungird our loins, though wearied with 
glorious labour from the exceſs of our vigilance, and alert- 
neſs—think not it was from fear, and that it was for the 
ſake of running away: And the divine fayour, joined with 
the ay as: of his Highneſs and you, operating in our fa- 
vour, fear and diſmay invaded the hearts of our enemies, 
and drove away ſleep from their camp, and made them anxi- 
ous for their own ſafety, ſo that they ceaſed not to watch 
all night, and on the morning of the 19th too; and behold, 
deſpairing of ſucceſs here, they moved off towards Khorje 
and Shukapoore. | 
And, to my honour I can relate it, the Goſſayns, a va- 
liant people, though very numerous, dare not face theſe 
terrible Seiks, but on their approach they ſkulked into their 
forts, and ſneaked into their ſtrong places, leaving, to their 
eternal diſgrace, the jay dads of their Lords the Goſlayne 


Chiefs to theſe mercileſs wretches pleaſure ; and they did 


not fail to ravage and deſtroy the country, and plunder the 

poor farmers and inhabitants, for they found no one to o 

pole them in all they did. Finding no difficulty in commit- 
| ting 
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ting theſe depredations, emboldened them to meditate upon 
acting the ſame on this fide the river, and they immediately 
conceived the deſign of penetrating into Rohilcund as far as 
Sumbhull, Chandurfic, and Moradabad, which opulent 
places they had fixed their eyes upon, as worthy of being 

lundered. The merchants and people of thoſe places 
— of their intentions, took the alarm, and removed 
with their families and valuables from thence; and went to 
other places of ſecurity. But fortunately for the country 
and for the inhabitants, I arrived and protected them from 
being ſpoiled. And, had I had with me but a little larger 
force, and two or three guns, I ſhould without heſitation 
have croſſed the river, and have given them battle; and 1 
flatter myſelf I ſhould have defeated and puniſhed them for 
their impudence. But, conſidering there was a ſtrong and 
numerous hoſt on that fide of the water, and I had but a 
few followers, I thought it adviſeable to remain within my 
own limits. But let it ſuffice, I have, under the divine 
favour and your happy auſpices, prevented any damages 
being committed by them, and cauſed the terrors that had 
ſeized his Excellency's good ſubjects to ſubſide. 

Yet, though I have ſo gallantly defeated their deſigns, 
and diſcomfited the enemy in their firſt effort, I apprehend 
they will not lay afide their enterprize ſo quietly and eaſily, 
but expect that they will return about two months hence to 
renew their attempts, with an army numerous as the locuſts 
in ſummer. : 
A true tranſlation, 

J. NEAVE, 
Affiſtant to the 
Reſidt. at the Vizier's Court. 


Copy of a Letter from Colonel James Morgan, command- 
ing in the Field, to Mr. John Briſtow, Refident at the 

N — wr Court, dated Cawnpore, 27th of January, 
1783. | 


I have received your favour of the 25th inſtant, inclofing 
a copy of Mahomed Cazim's letter to you, by which it is 
evident that but a ſmall force is required to oppoſe the Seiks ; 
and it will, I make no doubt, make you agree with me in 
the opinion of Sir John Cumming's detachment being 
folly ſufficient for protecting his Excellency's territories 
from their depredations ; indeed I ſuppoſe he has taken the 
| proper meaſures on the occaſion already. | 
from Mohamud Cazim's letter it appears, that Rohil- 
cund is threatened with an invaſion by theſe plunderers in 
two months time, I judge it requiſite for his Excellency to 
urge 
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urge on a proper arrangement of troops for the defence of 
the fords and inlets by which they can enter it. | 
(Signed) JAMES MORGAN, 
N Col. commanding in 
A true copy. the Field. 
Wm. Swainton, | 
Aſſt, to the Reſident. 


Tranſlation of a Letter from Tug Chund Ro , Naib of 
Daranagur, to Khawja Ayn ul Deen, dated Tuja Gaut, 
the Evening 6th Rubbee ul Awal. 


The 4th of Rubbee ul Awal, on hearing that the enemy 
had croſſed the river near the Gaut Balu Wallu, on the 
fide of Tuijee Gaut, I diſpatched an arzee to you, which 
you muſt have received. 7 
At the time of marching from the above place, I ſent a 

Chubdar, and an Hircarra to the battalions belonging to 
Meer Mohamed Hoſſein at Balawallau Gaut, defiring that 
two battalions might remain there, and the remainder, with 
two guns, come immediately to me, and upon their arrival 
I ſhould march forward. I alſo ſent a meſſage to the above 
Meer, who was at Raypoor, to be ready with two guns. 
When the battalions and guns arrived, I myſelf went ts 
Raypoor ; they were left under the command of ſaid Meer, 
to whom I ſent a meſſage, deſiring he would be in readineſs 
to march forward, and that I had waited in expectation of 
him. He, in excuſe, returned for anſwer, that both he 
and his men were fatigued ; and however poſitive my orders 
were, and the meſſages that paſſed between us, he came. 
not. Certain intelligence arrived, that the enemy had 
paſſed the river, and were encamping near Sumbull Wallu 
Gaut; that the ſepoys under Umjud Cawn, who were 
there, had engaged the enemy ; two perſons were killed, 
and four wounded ; our troops retreated from their en- 
campment fighting, and arrived with their battalion ſta- 
tioned at Gurry Turja ; the encampment fell into the hands 
of the enemy. They diſmounted their horfes, divided in- 
to four bodies, beſieged a ſmall fort garriſoned by three 
companies. Mohummed Unijud Cawn, who was at Bun- 
naud, on hearing this intelligence, marched with cannon, 
and ſome more companies, to the battalion. He fired upon 
the enemy with grape and muſketry. By the grace of God, 
and your auſpices, numbers were killed and wounded, and 
many horſes deſtroyed. When night came, the enemy 
encamped in a plain, near the ſmall fort. I alſo waited at 
Narveul, in expectation of the battalions. On finding 
they did not come, I marched to Tuga Gaut with cannon, 
and in company with Meer Mohummed Sha, Mohummed 

Huſſei 
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. Huſſein Cawn, Mahommed Jafter Cawn, Mahommed Uſ- 
man Cawn, Fuſſail Beg, the cavalry of Bany Behudre, 
and other s. ä 
At that very time Umjed Cawn and the enemy were fight- 
ing, he with his troops were in a ſmall fort, and the Seiks 
ſurrounded it. On the moment of my arrival they were 
diſheartened, relinquiſhed the fort, &c, threw many dead 
bodies into the Ganges, while they re-croſſed; they halted 
at a village called Canuhery, five coſs on the other fide of 
By the grace of God, and your auſpices, we became 
victorious. The inhabitants of this country were exceed- 
ingly alarmed when the enemy paſſed the river, but now 
their fears are vaniſhed. TI have pitched my tents at Turja 
Gaut, and bave ſtationed Hircarrahs for intelligence. 
What I hear to-morrow you ſhall be informed of. After 
the battle was over, the battalions of Meer Mahommed 
Huſſin, and Rajah Ally Beg, marched to this place. 
5 A true tranſlation. 
. NEAVE, 
A t to the Reſidt. 
at the Vizier's Court. 


Copy of a letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming to the 
' _ Reſident, dated Sunday, 4th March, 1783. 


Sir, 30 75 a 

I bave received your letter of the 1ſt inſtant, and Tama 
good deal ſurprized that the extract of Captain Hawkſhaw's 
tter of information to me, reſpecting the motions of the 
Seiks, ſhould be miſſing, as I perfectly recollect incloſing 
it. Theonly way I can account for it 1s, that it was wrote 
on ſo ſmall a piece of paper, that it might have dropped un- 
| obſerved on opening the letters. The purport of it was as 
follows: That he had received intelligence that a body of 
Seiks, to the number of between three and four thouſand, 
had plundered and burned the village of Carravlic ; and 
that, at the requeſt of the Sizawul, he ſhould march to that 


CS. 

The following is a paragraph of a letter I received this 
morning from Captain Hawkſhaw, dated Aly 1 the 
ad inſtant. My "nao came in laſt night with the cer- 
tain account of the Seiks being gone off, What little miſ- 
chief they did was chiefly in Almaſs's diſtrict. | 

A true copy. 
Wu. SWAINSTON, 
Aſſt. to the Reſt. | 
at the Vizier's Court. 
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To Colonel Sir John Cumming, commanding a Detach- 
ment on the Frontier Station. * 


Sir, poke | 

The incloſed Perſian paper is an araee from the Naib of 
Coſs Gunge to Almaſs Ally Cawn, containing intelligence 
relative to the Seiks: The ſtyle of it is very confuſed, 
hardly intelligible in many parts. The inconfiderable force 
which has reſiſted the Seiks may juſtly flatter us with hopes 
that the enen y cannot be very formidable. The diflenfions 
among the Chiefs at Delhy have furniſhed an opportunity 
to the Seiks to advance in larger bodies to the Vizier's 
frontiers than they have hitherto been accuſtomed to 
do; and from every intelligence I can obtain, we may rea- 
ſonably expect they will continue their attempts upon his 
Excellency's dominions. As Khawjah Ayeem ul Dien 
did, on the firſt appearance of the enemy, repreſent that he 
had entertained additional troops, he was immediately di- 
rected to diſmiſs them, and has not been allowed for their 
ſubſiſtence. The Miniſter recommends a regiment ſhould 
be ſtationed at ſuch gauts as will by this arrangement be 
left unguarded. He propoſes that the troops now ſtationed 
at them may be employed in the collections. Before I ad- 
viſe the Vizier upon this ſubject, I take the liberty to ap- 
prize you of the requeſt, that you may furniſh me with 
your opinion. 

I beg leave to obſerve, that as the Honourable the Go- 
vernor General and Council highly diſapprove of detach- 
ments, unleſs upon the moſt emergent occaſions, I have 
cautiouſly avoided recommending them : It appears very 
likely, however, that a detachment of the Honourable 
Company's troops will be neceſſary in Rohileund. In ſuch 
caſe, agreeable to my inſtructions, it is my duty to apply ta 
the Commanding Officer at Chunar Ghur, to aſſiſt the 
Vizier with a reinforcement to join the troops under your 
command, that you may always remain with a reſpectable 
collected force, The Honourable Board are the more 
anxious on this head, as the ſituation of Almaſs Ally Cawn 
renders it proper to awe his conduct; and I could wiſh you 
would ſpecify the detachments you could ſpare. for the ſer- 
vice of Rohiſcund. The Seiks have been repulſed by ſuch 
inconſiderable bodies of the Vizier's troops, that a regi- 
ment is the greateſt force ever mentioned to me, either by 
the Vizier, the Miniſter, or Khaujah Ayeen ul Dein, as 
neceſſary, e 

Almaſs Ally Cawn is now at Lucknow. He has regu- 
larly paid the Company's aſſignments; but as his power 
will be reduced after the collections may be compleated, I 
think it my duty to apprize you of this W 
: | | args 
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order to explain the expediency of keeping a reſpectable 
body of troops under your command at your preſent ſtation, 
in preference to your marching to Rohilcund, according to 
your former propoſition, it being well ſituated to prevent 
is executing any ſcheme prejudicial to the Viziet's in- 
. tereſts, e 
I requeſt you will inform me what number of cavalry 
you may deem requiſite to act with the Officer now ſta- 
tioned with the Sezauwul of Furruckabad, in caſe at any 
future period the Seiks ſhould actually enter the neighbour- 
ing parts of the country. I requeſt your opinion alſo on 
the {tation a detachment, if you deem any neceſſary, ſhould 
occupy. on the frontiers of the province of Etaya or Fur- 
ruckabad, there to remain until ſuch time as all apprehen- 
ſions of the Seiks may ſubſide. Almaſs Ally Cawn has 
2ointed out ſome part between Annop Sheir and Jellally, 
— it would cover his diſtricts. | 
I have entered into a detail of thoſe circumſtances, that 
ou may be enabled to act upon emergencies ; and I ſhall 
— unite with you in every meaſure that appears neceſ- 
ſary for the preſervation of the peace of the V1zier's domi- 
nions. I omitted to inform you, that Zabita Cawn had 
ceded the fort of Suckantall to the Seiks, with a view, as 
is ſuſpected, of favouring their operations againſt his Ex- 
cellency's frontiers, as alſo to relieve his own country from 
their 5 Ave — I beg leave to acquaint you, that I 
have communicated my intelligence concerning the Seiks 
to Colonel Morgan. 
I m directed by his Excellency the Vizier to convey to 
you his approbation of the ſtep you took in ſtrengthening 
the detachment with Sezawul of Furruckabad. 
Vou will greatly oblige me by obſerving ſecrecy in all 
watters relative to Almaſs Ally Cawn. 
| I have the honour to be, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
Sch March, 83. A true cpy. Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
-* © * Wm, Swainton, ; 
Aſſ. to the Refident at the Court of the Vizier. 


To Colonel James Morgan, commanding in the field, 


Sir, | 

I have the honour to incloſe a copy of an Arzee from the 
Naib of Caſs Gunge to Almaſs Ally Cawn, containing in- 
telligence relative to the Seiks—the ſtyle of it is ſo confuſed 
as to be ſcarcely intelligible in many parts. The incon- 
ide rable force which has reſiſted the Sieks, may juſtly 
flatter us with hopes that the enemy cannot be very formi- 
Gable. The diſſenſions among the Chiefs at Delby have 
ö A a : furniſhed 
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furniſhed the Seiks with an opportunity of advancing in 
larger bodies to the Vizier's frontiers than mop hither- 
0 


- © 


to been accuſtomed to do, and we may nably expect 
they will continue their attemts upon his Excellency's do- 
minions. Khaujah Ayien ul Dien having been directed 
to diſmiſs ſome additional troops, which he had entertain- 
ed upon the firſt appearance of the enemy, the Miniſter re- 
commended a regiment ſhould be ſtationed at ſuch gauts as 
will by this arrangement be left unguarded—the troops that 
are now at them he propoſes to employ in the collections. 

I have already been favoured with-your opinion con- 
cerning the force neceſſary to oppoſe the Seiks, that a ſmall 
detachment, judiciouly ſtationed, wall be fufficient to pre- 
vent their commiting depredations upon his Excellency's 
dominions.: Should you, however, from any new circum- 
ſtances, have altered your opinion, I requeſt to be favour- 
ed with it. Zabita Cawn has ceded the fort of Suckurrall 
to the Seiks, with a view, as is ſuppoſed, of favouring their 
operations againſt the V izier's frontiers, as alſo to relieve 
his own country from their depredations. I beg leave to 
inform you, thafiT have acquainted Colonel Sir John Cum- 
ming with the intelligence concerning the Seiks; and the 
application for a detachment, if any be neceſſary, will of 
courſe be made to him. gi 4 

J have the honour to be, 
Lucknow, Sir, 
3th March, 1783. Vour moſt obedient 
Humble ſervant, ; 
| (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, © 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Tranſlation of u Letter from Mahomed Uzcati Udicen 
Khan, dated the 23d of Rubee ul Awul 1191, to Almaſs 
Ally Khan, . | 


J yeſterday ſent you an account of an irruption made 
by the Seiks into Sooreen and Buddiram, and that the 
had come to an engagement with my Tannadar ; as alſo 
of their having committed the greateſt ravages in the di- 
ſtricts of Sooreen, Buddiria, Suklian, Kauſhee Gunge, 
and Gur Gurry, totally deſpoiling the harveſt, and carry- 
ing off all the cattle, together with ſome two hundred of - 
the inhabitants, men, women, and children; at the ſame 
time killing and wounding many more. Early this morn- 
ing 20,000 of their beſt horſe having ſurrounded Khaſs 
Gunge, the report of the engagement which followed muſt 
already have reached you; were I to ſpeak of it, it might 
carry too much the appearance of ſelf applauſe, 


By 


| Papers relating to Charges IV. and KVI. 21 


By the blefling of God, 1 to be furniſhed with 
two pieces of artillery, of which I made ſo good a uſe, that 
I obliged them to give ground, after an obſtinate e 

ment: Quickly after, having diſmounted, and advanced 
my infantry to the walls, they made a furious charge; but 
were again repulſed by us, and beaten back to their camp, 
which is about three coſs from the river, and which they 
regained at night. I ſhall be particularly attentive to all 
their motions. I yeſterday ſent information of the irrup- 
tion into Sooreen, &c. to Rajah Suveram at Attya, re- 
queſting he would ſend me a re-inforcement ; but he tells 
me, in anſwer, that the ſettlement of Shuckooabad is in 
agitation, and the Engliſh battalion is there; but will ſend 
the troops to my aſſiſtance as ſoon as they can be ſpared 
from the collections. The remainder of this letter con- 
tains an account of his own gallantry ; the action in which 
he flew five Seiks outright, and as many horſes. He re- 
preſents, that the collections are at a ſtand, and neither a 
reinforcement of troops nor ammunition can be procured 


in the country, which is become a deſart, for the ſpace of - 


| forty coſs. 
A true tranſlation. +; 
N (Signed) J. NEAVE, 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident at the 
Vizier's Court. 


Copy of a Letter from Cofonel James 1 command- 
ing the Troops in the Field, to the R t, dated 7th 
March, 1783. | , | 
Sir, tet 
I am honoured with your letter of th inſtant, encloſing 
a copy of an arzee, containing intelligence, &c. and I beg 
leave to acquaint you, that my opinion reſpecting the force 
neceſſary to oppoſe the Seiks remains unchanged ; and 1 
can only recommend, that his Excellency ſhould ſend in- 
ſtructions to Colonel Sir John Cumming, without loſs of 
time, to detach a proper number of troops for the protec- 
tion of his domimions, and for the defence of uts and 
inlets which lead into them ; to _ end Colonel Sir 
John Cumming's detachment is fully ſafficient, as you will 
perceive from the encloſed extract, which I have tranſmit- 
mitted for your ſatisfaction. | 
That letter I received from General Stibbert, in conſe- 
quence of my having tranſmitted to the Governor General 
and Lopngi a copy of a letter written to you on the former” 


I had already received intelligence of the Seiks bending 
their route towards Anoopſhear, and Khoogeh, and Cauſh 
Vor. IV. B Gunge ; 
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Gunge; and at the ſame time I am given to underſtand that 
Afraiſab Khan has already croſſed the Jumma from Agra, 
and marched with By to join the Gooſſaynes, and to 
drive away the Seiks from their country; and J learn alſo, 
that Mirza Shuffee Khan propoſes to croſs over and attack 
them. His brother Mirza Zeyn al Abden, has marched 
towards Ghows Ghur, and has, ere this, been joined by 
Zabteh Khan; and they intend to march with their united 
forces againſt the Seiks, and drive them away from that 
art of the Doab lying oppoſite to Daransgur, which they 
ve nearly laid waſte, having been joined by the Purra- 
chat Gurr Man, who was diſaffected to Zeyn al Abdeen. 
As the intereſt of Afraſiab Chan, and the 'other Chiefs are 
ſo cloſely and conſiderably concerned in the danger, I make 
no doubt of their exerting themſelves to the utmoſt to rid 
their ſeveral eſtates from thoſe ſpoilers and plunderers, who 
have nearly deftroyed them alrcady ; and Mirza Shufh and 
Mahomed Beg Khan having come toa good underſtanding, 
and ſettled their differences amicably, the former is at li- 
berty to attend to the ſituation of the Doab. Should Zab- 
. teh Chan have given up to the Seiks the fort of Sookertull, 
I imagine it was 2 he could not avoid it, or the fear 
of them lecl him to do ſo; for I do not apprehend it con- 
fiſtent with policy in him, to ſuffer thoſe freebooters to 
eſtabliſh themſelves in his territories : But, upon ftrift en- 
quirys I find Sookertull is not in a defenfible ſtate at pre- 
ent, nor can it be conſidered as a ſtrong poſt for troops to 
be at, though it would be a convenient ſtation for the Seiks, 
and favour their attempts upon the oppoſite country to it. 
In order to fruſtrate which, a ſufficient force from Colonel 
Sir John Cumming's detachment ſhould be ſtationed up 
there to attend to their motions, and ſhould remain there 
till the river riſes, when they would not be able to croſs 
without the riſk = being err However, I have 
not as yet received accounts from le at Daranagur 
of the fort of Sookertull being ceded + bo the Seiks. 8 


A true copy. | 
Aſſiſtant to the Refident. 


- 


Extract of a Letter from Major General Stibbett, to Colo- 
nel James Morgan, &c. dated Fort William, 7th Fe- 

| hruary, 183. hs 

| © Your reply to the Refident's letter, — aring you ta 
. take the my meaſures for protecting the Fizier's 
4 es againſt the inroads of the Seiks, Was extreme 
ly proper, as well as the advice you offered him on the 
* occaſion ; for the detachmeat under Colonel Sir John 
N 66 ' 


= 


. 


* 


Dudens yelating to Charges IV. and XVI. ag 
10 Cumming is, as you juſtly obſerved, expreſsly intend- 
« ed for the defence of the upper frontiers of the Nabob's 
« country, and muſt, in my opinion, be adequate to that 


« purpoſe,” 
SN. e H. LLOYD, 
1 7 
4 | Aid de Camp. 


Copy of a Letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming, to 
r. John Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, dated 


Futty Ghur, March gth, 1783. 


J have received your letter of the 5th inſtant, with ſome 
papers of intelligence encloſed. By my own intelligence I 
find, that there are many Seiks diſperſed about the country 
in ſeparate bodies ; but though they are formidable to the 
natives, they cannot be fo to our troops, unleſs they come 
down with much greater force. It is probable that Kh-ja 
Ain ul Dien had entertained a body of troops to oppole 
them, for which no allowance has been made: his repre- 
ſentation is much exaggerated, with a view to obtain ſome 
allowance or abatement in the revenues. It is however 
neceſſary, for the preſervation of the Vizier's diſtricts, and 
the ſupport of the honour of our arms, that a ſtop ſhould 
be put ro the predatory incurſions of the Seiks : I am ready, 
. to take any ſteps that may be agreeable to the 

izier. ' 

You inform me that the Miniſter has propoſed the ſta- 
tioning a regiment at the Gauts ; I ſuppoſe he means thoſe 
occupied by Khajah Ain ul Dien's trodps, who are to be 
employed in the collections; you mention allo, that the 
Governor General 'and Council highly diſapprove of de- 
taching, for which reaſon you cautiouſly avoid recommend- 
ing it. I apprehend the intention of the Board is, that a 
force ſhould be always collected in readineſs to oppoſe the 
| ſudden attempt of any enemy who might endeavour to diſ- 
turb the upper provinces, and alſo to preſerve the diſcipline 
of the troops. At the ſame time they undoubtedly intend 
to aſſiſt the Vizier in the internal government of his own 
dominions, when it does not claſh with more important 
views. I gave it to you as my opinion, both in converſa- 
tion and by letter, that it would always be neceſſary to have 
at leaſt three regiments collected at this ſtation ; a force 
which I think equal to any that can ſuddenly appear on the 
frontiers. 

I now beg leave to make two propoſals, which I requeſt 
you to ſubmit to the Vizier; the one is, that a ſingle re- 
giment ſhould be ſtationed ſomewhere near Ram Gaut, on 
the eaſt fide of the 6 1 mention particularly — 
*. 2 ealt 
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eaſt ſide, becauſe I think it dangerous to truſt ſo ſmall: a 

force on the other fide, where it would be expoſed. to the 
attacks of the Seiks ; ſhould they aſſemble in a large force, 
the rapidity of their motions would put it out of my power 
to afford timely relief at ſo great a diſtance. The other 
ropoſal is, that two regiments, with four fix pounders, 
odd be detached under the command of Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Knudſon, and ſtationed a few coſs either above or be- 
low Anupſheer, on the weſtern ſide of the Ganges, as may 
be moſt convenient to protect Rohilcund. I ſhould have 


no objection to truſting two regiments on the weſtern ſide, 


becauſe I think that force would be able to oppoſe a very 
large body of Seik cavalry, till they could be reinforced 
from hence. As I am ſenſible the Vizier will pay the utmoſt 
deference to the advice you gave him, I wiſh you to con- 
ſider theſe propoſals with attention. Whatever may be the 
Vizier's determination, I ſhall inſtantly obey his orders, 
which I requeſt may be expreſs and poſitiye, + | 

Should the latter propoſal be adopted, and it ſtill con- 
tinue neceſſary to aſſiſt the Sizawul of Ferockabad, I intend 
to relieve with five companies the 11th regiment, . which, 
as it is a very good one, ſhall make part of the detachment. 
Should it happen, though I think it ſcarce poſſible, that 
two regiments prove unequal to the ſervice, I ſhall hold 
myſelf, with two more regiments, in readineſs to march 
at a moment's notice, upon the firſt intimation from Colo- 
nel Knudſon. In ſuch event, I ſhould be under the neceſ- 
fity of withdrawing the battalion from the Sizawaul, that I 
might be enabled to leave a regiment here; and it muſt 
readily occur to you, that under- ſuch circumſtances no 
time ought to be loſt. The delay which muſt attend giv- 
ing notice to you and the Vizier might be productive of 
fatal conſequences. This is an event, though improbable, 
which may poſſibly happen; and I ſtate it, that you may 
have time to conſider and judge of it. : 

You obſerve, that a regiment is the greateſt force men- 
tioned to you as neceſſary by the Vizier, the Miniſter, and 
Khaja Ain Dien. Should one regiment only be detached, 
I thall have four remaining, including that with the Se- 


* zawul. If two are detached, I ſhall have three, a force in 


4 opinion ſufficient to prevent any bad effects from the 
reſentment of Ulmaſs. You requeſt my opinion with re- 
ſpe to the number of cavalry requiſite to be employed with 


the detachment now aſſiſting the Sezawul, If two regi- 


ments march as propoſed towards Anopſheer, whatever ca- 
valry you may be able to ſend, I would recommend their 
Joining them, I cannot fix any particular number : I have 
only to obſerve, that the more cavalry are employed on the 
fervice, the more effectually will the peace of the country 

9 8 be 


* 
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be ſecured; you are the beſt judge of what number you can 
obtain. The neceſſity of cavalry is ſo ſtrongly obvious, that 
it is needleſs to ſtate it : If any are ſent, I requeſt they may 
be the beſt the Vizier has, and not the common Indoſtan 
horſe, which, inſtead of protecting, would plunder the 
country. | | 
The opinion I have given with reſpect to the ſtationing 
a detachment near Anopſheer, on the weſtern fide of the 
Ganges, coincides with that of Ulmaſs. A detachment 
ſtationed in that vicinity, at the ſame time it protects Ro- 
Eilcund, will protect Ulmaſs's country alſo: I repeat the 
opinion I have frequently given, that the effect of troops 
will always be felt 30 or 40 coſs below their ſtation, but not 
far above it. | 
You mention that Zabita Cawn has ceded to' the Seiks 
the fort of Sukertal, with a view to favour their operation 
- againſt the Vizier's dominions, and relieve his country 
from their depredations. Sukertal, I underſtand, is not a 
fort, but formerly was an intrenched camp of the Rohillas, 
and of no ſtrength. It is about 18 coſs from Dawanegar. I 
am inclined to think the ceſſion of little importance. 
In conſequence of your late addreſs, the Board has been 
pleaſed to prohibit my correſpondence with the officers of 
overnment : I ſtand utterly deprived of the means of in- 
ormation, except what little I obtain from common Hir- 
carrahs, upon whoſe reports I can place little dependance. 
It reſts therefore with you to furniſh me with intelligence, 
which I can bave through no other channel, It is my part 
to obey the orders of the Honourable Board, without rea- 
ſoning on them; neither ſhall I enter into any correſpon- 
denee with any of the officers of Government, but depend 
entirely on you for information. 
I A true copy. 
(Signed) J. NEAVE; 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident at the 
Vizier's Court, 


Tranſlation of a Letter from Mahummed Auzum Uddeen 
Cawn, to Ulmaſs Ally Cawn, dated the 25th Rubbee 
ul Awul, 1197, Hegira, | | 


You muſt have received my letter mentioning the defeat 
of the Seiks at Coſs Gunge. Yeſterday they marched 
from Bedereah to Gurfirie, four coſs from Coſs Gunge. 
We are ready, and, ſhould they again attack us, doubt not 
giving them a good reception. I wrote before, that there 

were 25,000 Seiks ; now I have ſeen them, and am better 
acquainted with the ſubjet, I am convinced there are 
49,000, They have moſt ren plundered the = 
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lages of Surdun, Bedereah, Budgebutta, Gurguryah. The 
ſeed ſown in the Rubby is not p ble. I write not 
for my advantage. MW hilſt theſe diſturbances continue, the 
collections are at a ſtand. Coſs Gunge is only ꝓreſetyed 
from this general devaſtation. My life is at your ſervice; 
and I flatter myſelf I ſhall ſupport my truſt with honour, 
To whom, beſides God and yourſelf, can I appeal to for 
the puniſhment of the Seiks? I have not yet received any 
aſſiſtance, and you wrote that the troops of the Huſroor 
were to ſupport me. Act as you think proper, This is 
certainly a moſt wonderful time. V eee 
The brother of Jeſla Sing, a Seik Surdar, has been killed. 


Tranſlation of a Letter from Mohummed Azeim Uddein 
Cawn, to Ulmaſs Ally Cawn, dated 29th Rubbee ul 
Awul, 1197, Hegira. tha las - 


T have written to you of the defeat of the Seiks at Coſs 
Gunge, and the killing of Jeyhurrun, a Seik Surdar ; alſo 
of their burning and levelling even with the ground the 
few remaining houſes at Bidereah. They have deſtroyed 
Futtypore, the Talooka of Selimpore, and all the vill 
round about, Madagore excepted ; they have carried off 
twenty thouſand cows, beſides killing many men, and con- 
fined one thouſand of my people. Some they have fince ' 
releaſed, others gxacted fines from, and numbers ſtill re- 
main in priſon, The Seiks are now at Mow, fifteen coſs 
from Coſs Gunge, with five thouſand horſe and eight 
thouſand Bunſara ; they exact from every houſe they plun- 
der two rupees, in lieu of a bullock for carrying grain, and 
whatever quantity they find, whether new or damaged, they 
ſend away. Until an army of horſe and foot arrive, I held 
myſelf in readineſs. ' If you do not believe my reprefenta- 
tions, {end truſty Hircarrahs, and hear their reports. There 
is ot panrons in this country no houſes or food. Secundera 
and Barcha alone they have not plundered ; but the inha- 
bitants are afraid to remain. The rubby is put a ſtop to, 
as there are no men to water the fields. am ready to op- 
poſe them; but it is neceſſary to ſend an army well ap- 
pointed, and ſtation a force hete. Let me have an anſwer 


quickly. I have uſed my utmoſt 'endeavours to make the 


people eaſy, but to no purpoſe. They crofs the Ganges, 
and ſay, Where are our oxen ;- where are our inhabitants? 


| Food we have none, and how can we pay Abe Sircar's de- 


mands? 5 | 
+ BE? A true tranſlation, 2 
\ (Signed) J. NEAVE, * 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident at the 


*Vizier's Court. 
„ : 
Copy 
1 i 7 
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Copy of. a Letter from Col. James Morgan, commanding 


in the Field; dated the 12th March, 1783, 


the Troo 
to John Briſtow, Eſq. Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


iſ IS 
I am honoured with your letter of the 10th inſtant, in- 
cloſed with copies of two letters from the Aumils of Kafs 
Gunge, and an extract of a letter from Major Brown: 
n the contents of them, I have only to remark, that the 
motions of theſe 2 of Seiks, though ſo numerous, 
are ſo rapid and ſudden, that it may be expected they will 
direct their attacks upon any part of the country where no 
troops are ready to repel them, or even where there is in- 
fantry only; and they point out very ſtrongly the neceſſity 
of a — body of horſe being ſent to act with the troops 
under Col. Sir John Cumming, and orders; and recom- 
mend that his Excellency ſhould ſend à general order to 
Sir John Cumming for covering the frontiers of his domi- 
nions ; he will then make the neceſſary diſpoſition of his 
troops for that purpoſe,” according to the intelligence he re- 
' ceives of the motions of the Seiks, | | 
I have received letters from Etawa, dated 8 and ꝗ in- 
ſtant ; but they do not mention that an attack upon that 
place is expected; and 1 am given to underſtand that Almas 
28 a very conſiderable force with artillery in that diftriR, 
but I do not find that they have been employed for the 
protection of the ountry and harveſt, at the time they 
were moſt required. _ 
P. 8. Encloſed with this I have ſent for your peruſal 
ſome extracts from the lateſt news-papers that I have re- 


ceived, 
(Signed) J. M. 
Signed) ere Vie“ wainſton, 
: | Aſſt. to the Refident. 


Extrats of Intelligence from the News-papers 
| Delhi, dated 8th March, 1783. 


Some Hircarras — 7 the Navuab Vizier brought 
the following accounts of the Seiks and their movements, 
n Rr e 0 
An army of them _ a Sing, Thoſa Sing, Kur- 
rum Sing (Chumben) and Dewan Sing, and others of 


arrived from 


their principal leaders, marched from the village Shum- 
ſheen, and laid waſte and plundered 8 towns in the diſtri 
of Banyh Putt; then proceeded to Buram, which ſtands. 
In the banks of the W Coſs from Delhi, * 
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they have erected their ſtandards and pitched their tents ; 
a party of them croſſed over the Jumna, and plundered 
the Soory Rook oula Khan, and the town of Buderpoor, 
which is on the weſt bank of Jumna. The inhabitants of 
theſe places have fled to Delhi, where the people are under 
great apprehenfions : the Nabob Mujud a Doulah, has got 
12 pieces of ordnance from the Royal Artillery Yard, and 
has diſpoſed of them for the defence of the principal ave- 
nues of the city, which is expected to be attacked by the 
Seiks. Kurren Sing has had the inſolence to ſend a pair 
of Hircarras to the Nabobs Majed a Dowlah to demand the 
Rak-fi for the city. The King has diſpatched orders to 
Mirza Shuffe Khan, and to Afruſid Khan to march to- 
wards Delhi with all their forces immediately. 

Intrenchments have been thrown up in different places 
about the city, and guns with guards poſted in them. 
Nes was brought of the Seiks having proceeded to Ni- 
ziff Gur, which is 10 coſs from Delhi. p 


| Duranagur, 6th March, 1783. 

The Seiks have entirely quitted the banks of the 2 
in this neighbourhood, and we hear are moving towards 
Anoopſhear Alee Ghur, Kats Gunge, and Khoonjah. 
This opportunity Tuck Chund, Naib of Khaja Ayn a 
Deen, embraced, and croſſed over the river with a ſtronger 
party ; being ſucceſsful, he has returned with 3,000 head 


of cattle, which he took from the Goojers, 


Agra, 8 March. 
A letter from Afraſiab Khan arrived, mentioning that 
the Seiks had precipitately quitted the vicinity of Ah Gur 
upon his arrival in his Jaydud, It is ſuppoſed that the 
Seiks will bend their route, towards Furruckabad. 
True extracts. 
A true copy. 5 H. LLOYD, 
Wu. Swainſton, Actg. Pern. Interpreter. 
Aſſt. to the Reſi. | 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident at the 
Vixzier's Court, to Colonel Sir John Cumming ; dated 
Lucknow, 14th March, 1783. | = 


E have received your letter of the gth inſtant.— I beg 
leave to inform you there are one thouſand and ſeventy- 
two cavalry and four. battalions of Sepoys, or two thou- 
ſand and eighty-ſeven infantry, ſtationed at. 'the Gauts 
about Daronegur. This force has hitherto proved equal 
to repelling the attacks of the Sezks, and Khaja Orin ul 
Dien told me, upon his taking leave, a few days ſince, 
without my putting the queſtion to him, that he deemed 


N 


/ 
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the troops under his command equal to any -ſervice that 
was likely to occur. This obviates the Miniſter's plea, 
ſtated to you in my letter of the 5th inſtant, that a rein- 
forcement would be neceffary in conſequence of the reduc- 
tions which had been made of his troops. If the aid of 
the detachments under your command ſhould be required 
in any part of Rohilcund, it will probably occur in the 
countries held by Myrza Mahommed Caſein. 

1 ſhall continue to tranſmit to you * information 
that may come to my knowledge; but in order to prevent 
delay, 7 have adviſed his Excellency to direct his Aumils, 
Khaja Ain ul Dein, Myrza Mahommed Caſein, Almaſs 
Ally Cawn, and Mahommed Beg, to convey to Colonel 
Morgan and you the earlieſt intelligence of the motions of 
the Seiks. The encloſed Perſian papers, No. 1, is a copy 
of his Excellency's orders on this abject. I have alſo p <4 
pleaſure to encloſe, No. 2, extracts from papers of news 
tranſmitted to me by Colonel Morgan, which correſpond 
with thoſe I haye received. No. 3 and 4 are a letter from 
Major Browne, with the Perſian paper mentioned to be en- 
cloſed in it. | 

I ſhall, agreeable to your advice, endeavour, as ſoon as 
poſſible, to obtain cavalry from the Vizier to act with the 

troops under your command. 

. | hve ſubmitted your propoſals to his Excellency's con · 
ſideration; he approves your drtaching Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Knudſon, with two regiments of Sepoys and four fix 
pounders, to take poſt a few coſs either above or below 
c Anoopſheer, on the weſtern fide of the Ganges, as may 
s be moſt convenient to protect Rohilcund.” You have 
now full information of every fact before you, and the 
Vizier repoſes entire confidence in your judgment in theſe 
matters, and therefore leaves it in your diſcretion to order 
the detachment to march without further delay, or elſe 
N ſtop it. In forming your determination, his 

xcellency requeſts you will conſider the advantage to his 
dominions by the appearance of a reſpectable body of troops 
ſtationed on the frontiers, which will quiet the minds of his 
ſubjects, and enſure the collectiens. The Honourable 
Board's orders are ſo ve peremptory againſt detachments, 
except in emergencies, that — will determine if the pre- 
ſent ſervice falls under this defcription—in my opinion it 
does : and as you inform me, the ſeparation of your troops 
upon the propoſed plan, can be made with ſecurity, I 
ſhould imagine the reaſons for the meaſure are ſtronger 
than thoſe againſt it. The detachment will probably not 
be required after the ſetting-in of the periodical rains. 
A true copy. ES 

(Signed) J. NE AVE, 

Aſſiſtant to the Reſident at che Vizier's Court. 
3 5 Tranſlation 
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T ranſlation of his Excellency the Vizier's Shoka to Almaſz 
Ally Cawn Myhu Mohummed Beg Khaju Ain ul Dein 
Mohummed Cazin Cawn ; dated the 7th of Rubbe Uſany 


1197, Hegira. 
I underſtand that the Seiks are now collected near the 


boungaries of my country, and are cauſing troubles and 


commotions ; that they occaſionally enter it, and commit 
depredations'; I therefore give this information to be upon 
your guard, and that you uſe your utmoſt endeavours to 
preſerve the peace of the country under your juriſdiction, 
Give Colonel Morgan, and Colonel Sir John Cummin 
the carlieſt and 'minuteſt intelligence of what paſſes, a PT 
have directed thoſe gentlemen to render you aſſiſtance. This 
is a poſitive order: be cautious, and obey, | 
Fes OC A true tranſlation. ' 
JI. NEAVE, 7 
Aſiſtant to the Reſident? 
at the Vizier's Court. 


Extract of 2 2 r ge" James Brown, 2. | 
Camp at Agra, 2d March, 1783, to Mr. John Briſtow 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court. © * n Þ 


It is however proper to inform you that the 0 
opinion here is, that the Seiks mean to inſult the Vizier's 
frontiers, and that both he and the Engliſh will be in no 
condition for ſome time to repel the attack; the great diſ- 
tance of their troops from the frontiers, and the want of 
m—_— CTY. 7 

1 ou are a proper judge of the Vizier's reſources and 
5 I ſhall only from time to time lay before you 
fuch information as I think concerns him. You wil 


_ conſider, and determine. 


On this ground I beg leave to obſerve, that if his Ex- 
cellency wiſhes to raiſe a body of cavalry, he has now an 
opportunity of doing it to advantage, as many of the 
Reſſaladars and Jemadars are quitting the ſervice of the 
Sardar here for want of pay, and the loſſes ſuſtained from 
the dryneſs of the ſeaſons in their Jayddddes. 

The Amin ul Amrah informed me yeſterday that the 
Seiks have marched by Coſs Gunge, with deſign to plun- 
der Etawa; as yet I have no intelligence from that ſide, 
but if it is true you will know it as ſoon as m. 

If they have not entered the Vizier's territories, there is 
mill great reaſon to apprehend they may, unleſs ſome pre- 
parations be made to oppoſe them on the frontiers ; for 
troops at Lucknow and Furrockabad carry little reſpe& to 
thoſe rapid and irregular inyaders, who know very well 
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that they can effect their cod, of plundering the congyry 


before our troops or his 4 Gan arrive do prey 
. 1 N ee ene 
1 A true copy. 
WWI. SWAINSTON, - 
Aſſt. to the Reſident, 


Copy of a Letter from Major James Brown, dated Camp 
* at Agra, 11th March, 1783, to Mr. John Briſtow, Re- 


Though I have no doubt of your baving already intel- 
ligence of the dangerous aſped of the preſent invafioni of 
the Seiks, which threatens the total deſtructioh of Delhy, 
and eve thing between the preſent frontiers of the Sits 
and the Vizier's country, yet as, from my nearer ſituation 
to the ſcene of action, and the immediate knowledge I 
have of affairs in this camp, I am neceſſarily enabled to 
judge of many facts and 9 not ſubjects of com- 
mon intelligence, I think it my duty to inform you that, 
though his Majeſty has repeatedly ordered the Amin ul 
Amrah to Dehly, as the only means of ſaving the coun- 
try from final ruin, yet ſuch are his embarraſſments, from 
want of money, from his ſuſpicions of Mahomed Beg 
Khan, and Nudjif Kheuly Khan, his fears from Mahejee 

ndia, and, the ill ſucceſs of his expedition againſt the 

auts, wherein his troops under Daub Beg Khan have 
received a check, and loſt one of his European Command- 
ers, called Sewan, that he cannot be prevailed on to ſtir 
from” hence to Nehly : who then is to keep off the 
threatened evil? The queſtion appears to me now reduced 
to this very ſmall compaſs, whether the Engliſh and Vi- 
zier ſball, by putting on an 12 of deſigning to 
fupport his Majeſty and bis Miniſters, enable him to 
keep the Seiks within their natural limits, or whether they 
ſhall, to fave a ſmall additional expence, remain idle ſpec- 
tators of the deſtruction of theſe Sandons by the Seiks, 
and the conſequent eſtabliſhment of the latter cloſe to the 
Vizier's frontiers, where we then ſhall be forced to main- 

in a defenſive war againſt them, and perhaps their allies. 

I know your penetration too well, Sir, to deſcant on 
arguments ſo obyious as thoſe ariſing from theſe two poſi- 

tions of the queſtion, * I therefore only beg leave to 
- recommend what I before once hinted at, I mean the move- 
ment of our troops, and his Excellency the Vizier's, to the 
two frontiers, Anasſhan and Darangar. This will not 
involve ourſelves, at the ſame time that it will protect the 
Vizier's frontiers, and encourage the chiefs of Dehly to 


Gert themſelves when they fee aſſiſtance ſo near to om. 
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The character and united authority of Nudjif Khan form- 


ed a barrier between the Seiks and the Vizier's country, 
that is now removed, or removing; and it behoves us to 
find a ſubſtitute before it be too late. | 
The encloſed papers contain the lateſt intelligence, 
A true copy, 
WM $WAINSTON, ; 
Aſiſt. to the Reſident, 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Efquire, Governor 
General, &c. Members of the Supreme Council at Fort 
William. | 

- Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, | 
T have received your letter of the 24th ultimo, and ſhall 


obey your commands reſpecting advances to officers com- 


manding detachments, and the paymaſters of brigade. 
J have the honour to be with the greateſt reſpect, 
Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 
| Your moſt obedient | 
Lucknow, humble ſervant, 
16th March, 1783. (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
e KReſident at the Vizier's Court. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor 
General, &c. Members of the Supreme Council of Fort 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, | 

I have had the honour to receive your commands of the 
3d inſtant, | 8 

Permit me to return my thanks for the confidence you 
have thought proper to place in me; and I fhall in the 
courſe of this repreſentation endeavour to explain ſuch 
matters as had not already been clearly ſtated to you. 
My addreſs of the 14th inſtant, deſcribing the meaſures . 
which have been taken to defend the country againſt the 
Seiks I now recommend particularly to your confideration, 
as the facts are in ſome reſpects an anſwer to the reaſons 
you have aſſigned againſt detachments being made from 
Cawnpore and Chunar Gurrh, whilſt the corps under the 


command of Colonel Sir John Cumming was left inactive. 


The principle upon which I have founded my advice to 
the Vizier, has been to keep a reſpectable body of troops 
collected at each of the ſtations of Cawnpore and Futtah 
Gurrh, that ſhould ſervice occur, either army might be in 


2 a ſituation to act offenſively, and according to the opi- 


nions of the commanding officer. They have, fince I 
took charge of my office, always had a colleQed force 
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F ual to any enemy that was likely to appear, The de- 
— may be conſidered as exceeding what was ne- 


ceſſary to make a formidable appearance in the eyes of the 
powers on the frontiers, _ had been uſefully employ- 


ed in preſerving the peace of the Vizier's dominions ; 
whereas at Cawnpore, or Futtah Gurr, they would only 
have been an addition to armies which were already deem- 
ed ſufficiently ſtrong. They have materially forwarded the 
collection of the revenues in the diſtricts of Khyrabad, 
Salone, Allahabad, and Furockabad, particularly in the 
two former. When I firſt arrived, the road between this 


place and the frontier of Benares, was not ſafe for travel- 


lers; it is now perfectly ſo, and though Bulbudder, and 
other refractory Zemindars, may make attempts to create 
diſturbances, the capital puniſhment inflited on two of 
the inſurgents, as ſet forth in my adreſs of the 28th 
ultimo, and the declarations of the Vizier's determination 
to his Aumils, not to admit a plea of tumults in the coun- 
try as any excuſe for a balance of revenue, will, I hope, 
ultimately put a ſtop to the evil. 
' . The impriſonment of Mokum Sing, Narput Sing, and 
Hindas Sing, as mentioned in my addreſs of the 3oth 
January, I underſtand upon enquiry was effected by un- 
fair means. The Aumil of Khyrabad had invited thoſe 
Zemindars to come to his camp, and negotiate for the 
payment of the revenue; when a diſagreement happening 
about the terms, the Aumil ſeized an opportunity of im- 
priſoning them. I was told of the circumſtances, and 
warned againſt adviſing the V izier to treat thoſe Zemindars 
with the ſame — as was practiſed towards perſons 
taken in arms againſt his Excellency's atithority, as it 
might create a general ſpirit of diſcontent and want of 
confidence throughout the country. I have therefore re- 
commended, that the priſoners ſhould be enlarged, and 
re-inſtated in their Zemindary, provided they would con- 
ſent to ſurrender their forts, - I cannot yet inform you of 
the reſult, but ſhall do it in proper time. | 

Upon conſideration of the advantages derived to the Vi- 
ziex's ſervice from the detachments, while your armies 
have been kept in conſtant ſecurity, I hope you will be 
ſatisfied I have acted to the beſt of my judgment. By pre- 
ſerving Colonel Cumming's detachment complete, it has 
been ready for any fervice that might occur on the frontier. 
It is in 2 the corps moſt ſubje& to calls of this na- 
ture, as we have experienced in the late attempts of the 
Seiks. It was in part to explain this point, that I ſub- 
mitted ſuch numerous papers to your conſideration in my 
addreſs of the 14th inſtant; and now, having every infor- 
mation before you which can be furniſhed, it depends upon 
1 ‚ | your 
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yout pleaſure to make alterations; but I hope the diſpoſi- 
Bon gr by Colonet Cumming is fo framed, that 


while it guards againſt the depredations of the Seiks, as 


well as protects Rohilcund and the Douab, he may be able 


to unite his force without danger, ſhould the good of the 


— ( Kb | 

Almas Allee Cawn has given his attendance at Luck- 
now for above a month paſt. His language is ſubmiffive, 
and he pays his kiſts with regularity ; but the inconveni- 
ences attending his extenſive influence are many. He in a 
manner dictated his own terms, for I c6uld not, at any 
period ſince my arrival, have adviſed his diſmiſſion with- 
out a certain loſs of the greater part of the revenue of the 
diſtricts he farms. The heavy debt due to the bankers, 
the payment of which was my firſt conſideration, the diſ- 
treſs of the Vizier's finances, and the ill- eſtabliſned ſtate 
of his authority, rendered it expedient to temporize for the 
preſent. On mature conſideration of the ſituation of the 
country, I think it hardly poſſible that Almaſs Ally Cawn 
can expect to receive aſſiſtance; and I entertain great hopes 
that the reduction of the influence of all the Vizier's pow- 


erful Aumils will be effected with little tumult or incon - 


venience. It will however be prudent to eontinue ſuch a 


force in his Excellency's dominions as may guard againſt 


accidents'; and that now ftationed in them, under the 
command of Colonels Morgan and Cumming; together 
with the regiment from Chunar Ghur, will in my opinion 
fully anſwer the purpoſe. The new arrangements will 
take plact in the courſe of three or four months; the parti - 
culars of the plan ſhall be previouſly ſubmitted to yout 
conſideration. I have occaſionally taken the liberty to 
treat very fully of theſe matters in my repreſentations to 
your Honourable Board, not becauſe I am apprehenſive of 
refiſtance from Almaſs Allee Cawn and Khaujaain'ul Deen, 
J do not think they will refiſt; but knowing they have 
the means to do it, I thought it my duty to apprize you 
of every circumſtance, and act with the fame caution as 
though tumults were actually to be expected. 

Reductions have taken place in the Mottayenna, and 
other branches of the Vizier's expences; and further re- 
ductions are ſtill in agitation. he particulars will be 
tranſmitted you when J can ſtate them in a clear point of 
view. 

Myrza Ez zul Buxh is the perſon appointed to ſucceed 
Abdul Shuckoor, as Naib Kelladar of Allahabad. Strong 
intereſt was made with the Vizier to continue the latter in 
his office, and it was only three days ſince that I could 
obtain his Excellency's leave for the departure of the new 
Kelladar, I have dueQcd a ſtatement to be made of Ab- 


dul 
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dul Shuckoor's exactions, that the penalty you direct may 
be levied from him. | 

Sewayjy Eteil complained to me that 4 tax was de- 
manded of him and his followers, termed the eighth, to be 
paid on account the Bramins. At my application he was 
relieved from every charge, and treated with the higheſt 
reſpect by the officers of the Vizier's Government. — 
Mujud attended him during his ſtay in theſe provinces; 
and at Savayjy's particular requeſt, I have continued Myr 
Mujud upon his duty during the whole of his pilgrimage 
through the Honourable Company's territories, a 

| I have the honour to be, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 

18th March, 1783. R t at the Vizier's Court. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor 
General, &c. Members of the Supreme Council, Fort 
William. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

T have been honoured with your letter of the 4th in- 
ſtant, relative to the form of requiſitions from the Vizier 
to the commanding officers, for the aſſiſtance of the Ho- 
nourable Company's troops; as alſo the mode you have 
thought proper to preſcribe in regard to iſſuing inſtructions 
to officers on detachment. 

I am uninformed of Colonel Sir Cumming's enta- 
tions; but permit me to obſerve, that on all occaſions that 
have hitherto occurred relative to military ſervice, I have 
never adviſed the Vizier to follow any meaſures, except 
they have been previouſly recommended by the command- 
ing officers. I have occafionally pointed out the ſervice to 
be executed, agreeable to inſtructions I have received from 
the Vizier, and have never interfered in any point of mi- 
litary duty. - | 
have the honour to be, with great reſpect, 

Honourable Sir, and Sits, 


Lucknow, Your moſt obedient 

the 25th March, 1783. humble ſervant, 

JOHN BRISTOW, 
Refident at the Vizier's Court. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor 
General, &c, Members of the Supreme Council, Fort 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 
I have received your letter of the 6th inſtant, and, agree- 
able to your commands, haye communicated your _— 
| | tion 
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bation of the treaty with Fizoola Cawn to his Excellency 
the Vizier; and have the pleaſure to inform you, that! 
this day tranſmitted the ratification to Rampore through 
Major Palmer. bo Ih 
I have the honour to be, with the 2 reſpect, 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
Lucknow, Your moſt obedient | 
the 26th March, 1783: humble ſervant, 
| (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, _. 
Refident at the Vizier's Court. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor 


General, &c. Members of the Supreme Council, Fort 
William. | | 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 

J have delayed replying to your commands of the 3d in- 
ſtant, regarding the means taken to realize the balance due 
from the Begum, in hopes that I might tranſmit you fa- 
vourable accounts of it. Before the recall of Major Gil- 
pin ſhe promiſed payment, and fince that time ſhe has 
uniformly profeſſed an inability, unleſs her Jaghyre be fe- 
linquiſhed. In my addreſs of the iſt December, I repre- 
ſented to your Honourable Board, that every practicable 
coercive exertion had been uſed; and in ſupport of my re- 
preſentations, I ſubmitted to your conſideration the copy 
of Major Gilpin's letter to me upon the ſubject. I 
Begum complains that, having no penſion or jaghire, ſhe 
now ſubſiſts her family and herſelf with the greateſt dif-- 
ficulty ; and ſhould the Vizier perfiſt in withholding every 
allowance from her, ſhe will be diſtreſſed for the neceſſa- 
ries of life. | | | 

The above is the ſubſtance of the Begum's reaſons for 
her refuſal, as they have been communicated to me, both 
verbally and by letter. I am of opinion, however, from 
every information I can obtain, that ſhe has the means of 
ſatisfying the Honourable Company's demand; but ſeeing . 
little proſpect of a jaghire or penſion, ſhe truſts to her hoards 
for ſupport, and would ſuffer the ſevereſt reſtraints ſooner - 


© than comply. Previous to my arrival, her eunuchs were 


kept for many months in confinement, and led out to 
corporal puniſhment. Guards were alſo put upon her 
houſe, to prevent the treaſure from being carried away. 


Theſe meaſures failed, and you have before you the opi- 


nions given by Major Gilpin, the officer who commanded 


the troops, that all that force could do has been done.“ 


Mr. Middleton thought it very practicable to recover the 
money from the Begum, by continuing the reſtraints ; 
and though I differ from that gentleman in my ſentiments, - 

| * 8 yet 
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yet I think it my duty to tranſmit the extra of his letter 
to me upon the ſubject, that every information in my 
power may be preſented for your decifion, The articles 
mentioned by Mr. Middleton, I received on taking charge 
of the office. They conſiſted of eight elephants, and va- 
rious ſorts of goods, valued by the Begum at three lacks : 
for the goods, the merchants of Lucknow offered me 
eighty one thouſand rupees. A great part were damaged, 
owing to the long time they had been kept in the Godowns 
at Fyzabad. I refuſed to fell them until I obtained the 
Begum's conſent, which ſhe granted me after a correſpon- 
dence of three months; in the courſe of which I repeat- 
edly ſolicited her to receive them back. They were in ſo 
bad a ftate, that I was obliged to give the purchaſer fix 
months credit; this bargain I even concluded with diffi- 
culty. There was no mode of diſpoſing of the elephants, - 
except to the Nabob, who bought them at fifteen hundred 
rupees an elephant. | 
I have, in compliance with your orders, applied to his 
Excellency to call upon the Begum to pay the balance of 
the account without further delay, and inform her, that no 
excuſes can be admitted. She will certainly evade, and 
probably refuſe. If you ultimately determine on enforcing 
this payment, I ſhall be under the neceſſity of applying to 
Colonel Morgan for Military Aid. 6 
| I have the honour to be, with the greateſt reſpect, 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 
| Lucknow, ' Your moſt obedient, 
the 31ſt March, 1783. Humble Servant, 
(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor 
General, &c. Members of the Supreme Council, Fort 
William, | 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I have been honoured with the receipt of your com- 
mands of the 6th inſtant, directing me to make known to 
the Company's ſervants at this place the 2oth paragraph of 
the general letter from the Honourable Court of Directors, 
of the 2d July laſt, relative to Mr, George Bright, which 
I have accordingly done. | 

I have the honour to be with the greateſt reſpect, 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 


Lucknow, Your molt obedient, 
25th March, 1783. Humble ſervant, 
. (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,. 


EJS A RKReſident at the Vizier's Court. 
Ver. IV. C To 
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To the Honourable Warren 3 Eſquire, Governor 
General, &c. Members of the Supreme Coun:il, Fort 
William. | 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, F 
- Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon having proceeded to the 
neighbourhood of Anoopfier, agreeable to the plan | wg, wt | 
ed in my addreſs of the 14th ultimo, I do myſelf the ho- 
nour to encloſe No. 1, 2, and 3, copies of my correſpon- 
dence with that gentleman, explaining the alarming conſe- 
quences likely to ariſe, from the drought on the frontiers of 
the Vizier's dominions ; his Excellency's provinces have 
upon the whole, as I have repeatedly informed your Hon- 
ourable Board, not been amply ſupplied. It is a very un- 
happy circumſtance that the ſituation of this country will 
not admit the gratification of the Vizier's feelings in a 


common principle of humanity, by aſſiſting the neceſſities 


of the people at Delhi, and on the frontier in general, 


The preſervation of the lives of his ſubjects is the firſt 


conſideration ;, and I hope, under theſe circumſtances, that 
the meaſures I have adopted, and the advice I mean to 
give his Excellency, which is to puniſh with the — 
ſeverity all attempts to export grain, will meet with your 
approbation. . 5 | 
I beg leave to encloſe, No. 4, an extract of my addreſs 
to you on the 13th November laſt, relative to the prohibi- 
tion given to Kajah Ain ul Dien not to ſuffer any exporta- 
tion of grain that might affect the Vizier's dominions. 
The ſame order was afterwards, upon a ſimilar occaſion, 
iſſued to Almaſs Ally Cawn ; and their conduct in con- 
niving at the meaſures followed by their Naibs, and ſuffer- 
ing the exportation, merit his Excellency's ſevereſt diſplea- 
ure, | 
DS I have the honour to be, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRIST OW, 
14th April, 1783. Reſident at the Viaier's Court. 


riſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, dated Anoop- 
r IR OY 


Copy of a Letter from Colonel Knudſon to Mr. John 


J have the honour to inform you, that I arrived here 
this morning, with the detachment under my command, 
having marched hither by the route through which the 
Seiks made their incurfions in this diſtrict. 4 have bcheld 
with concern the great depredations committed by theſe 
freebooters, wherever they have paſſed. ' By the ſeaſonable 
arrival of troops in theſe parts, the fear the people were 

— q ; 1 under 
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under of a ſecond attack from the Seiks has been removed, 
though report, I am of opinion, has been fabricated by 
the Zemindars themſelves, to anſwer intereſted purpoſes ; 
it operated ſo ſtrongly on the minds of the Ryotts, that 
many of them left their habitations, and fled, as uſual 
when threatened by an invaſion, with their effects and fa- 
milies, to their * gurries, However, they are now begin- 
ning to come back to their villages, and reſume their for- 
mer acts of huſbandry ; ſo I hope this country will be 
ſpeedily reſtored to tranquility. 

The intelligence I have received during my March, and 
to this date, reſpecting the motion and numbers of the 
Seiks, has been conformable to the accounts given thereof 
in the Agra papers. As theſe people have aſſembled ſo 
large an army in the neighbourhood of Delhi, it. is not 
improbable that they may extend their views further than to 
mere plunder. ranſiab Cawn is encamped about the 
diſtance af five coſs from this city, near a place called 
Dampore ; his force is ſaid to conſiſt of three battalions of 
Sepoys, fifteen hundred horſemen, with a train of artil- 

8 A true copy. 
(Signed). J. NEAVE, 
to the Refident at the 
Vizier's Court. 


ou of a Letter from Colonel Knudſon to Mr. John 
riſtaw, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, dated Jehan- 


ghierabad, April 8th, 1783. 


I have the honour to inform you, that fince I com- 
menced my March from Futtigur I have addreſſed you three 
letters, bearing date the 20th, 27th, and 31ſt ultimo. 
From my paffing Ramgaut it has been with the greateſt dif- 
ficulty I have been able to draw ſupplies of provifions from 
this country ſufficient for the daily conſumption of my de- 
tachment; and what ſmall quantities I have procured, has 
been at an unuſual high rate. This great ſcarcity of grain, 
in a country and at a ſeaſon when it ought to be had cheap, 
and in great plenty, I am of opinion is not ſo much to 
be aſcribed to the badneſs of the crop this year, or to the 
damage done to it by the inroads of the Seiks, as to the 
large exportation of grain from theſe parts to the weſtward 
of the 7 neg Agents from Delhy are employed all over 
the Doaub and Rohilcund to purchaſe grain for the exi- 
gency of that city and its vicinity. Banjoras, having from 
two to four thouſand bullocks loaded with grain, are con- 


Forts. 
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ſimilar effect with thoſe from the acting Miniſter, 
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tinually croſſing to Delhy; to which place the Corn Mere 
chants are induced to carry it, from the high price it bears 
there. In my letter to his Excellency the Vizier, which I 
beg the favour of you to preſent him with, I have repre- 
ſented to him the ſcarcity which prevails in our camp, and 


requeſted he would be pleaſed to grant an exemption of 
duty on all grain coming from Rohilcund to my detach- 


ment; which will be an inducement to the corn dealers 
to bring it to market, and beſides enable them to vend 
the ſame in our camp at ſuch eaſy rates as the pay of the 
troops will afford them to give therefore; for at preſent, I 
beg leave to aſſure you, that we pay near an 100 per cent. 
dearer here for all articles of proviſions, than “ at Futti- 
„gur, although no duties whatever are levied thereon,” 
The vicinity of this detachment to Delby gives birth to 
various con jectures at that Court. His Majeſty, uneaſy 
under his preſent ſituation, conceives it to have been ad- 
vanced hither more with a view to ſupport the political 
meaſures of Government, than to defend the Doaub againſt 
the Seiks. Affrauſiab Cawn has moved further to the 
weſtward, and is encamped now about twelve coſs from 
me, near a place called Khurjah. The intelligence I have 
received concerning; the tranſactions of the Seiks, is that 
they are moving towards the eaſt again. . 
; A true copy. 
(Signed) J. NEAVE, 
. Afﬀiſtant ts the Reſident - 
at the Vizier's Court. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident at 
bo Vizier's Court, to Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon, 
commanding a Detachment from the Troops on the 
Frontier Station, dated 14th April, 178 3. 

J have received your letters of the 3ſt ultimo and 8th 

inſtant ; it is with great concern I underſtand the very ſe- 

rious * that are likely to happen from the 
drought. The Vizier being abſent on a hunting party, it 
is impoſſible to obtain his inſtructions with that expedi- 
tion which 1 could wiſh. © The acting Miniſter however 
being on the ſpot, I have recommended to him that orders 
ſhould be iſſued in the moſt peremptory and poſitive terms 

to the, Aumils and the Naibs of the frontier provinces, di- 

recting them to prevent the exportation of grain: copies of 

the orders I have the honour to encloſe. In the abſence of 

the Vizier J thought myſelf juſtified in writing letters to a 


* The 


The emergency, in my opinion, is ſuch, that if any 
neglect ſhovld happen on the part of the officers of the 
Vizier's government, and you conceive your interference 
will prevent the exportation, I authorize you to exert 
your the force under your command in doing it. 


" Khowja ain ul Dein and Almaſs Ally Cawn have long 
fince been forbid from ſuffering grain to be exported in any 
quantities which were likely to encroach upon the wants of 
the inhabitants of the countries under their authority. 

His 74 the Chiefs at Delhi have repeatedly ap- 
plied to the Vizier; and it was in conſequence of their 
applications thoſe orders were iſſued. 

I expe& his Excellency will return in the courſe of two 
or three days, and I ſhall tranſmit his commands to you. 
I bad the pleaſure to anſwer your letters of the 20th and 
27th ultimo on the 8th inſtant, 

A true copy. 
(Signed) Wm, COWPER. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident at 
the Vizier's Court, to the Honourable Governor Gene- 
ral and Council, dated 13th November, 1782. 


The ſcarcity at Delhy begins to to an alarming 
- The King has written to the Vizier, that orders 
may be ſent to the Fouſedars of Rohilcund to ſuffer grain 
to be exported from thence, which his Excellency has 
thought proper to comply with, but in ſuch manner as 

not to affect his own dominions. 
A true extract. 

(signed) JOHN NEAVE, 
Aſſt. to the Refident at the 

Vizier's Court. 


= 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor 
General, &c. Members of the Supreme Council, Fort 
William. | 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, | 
Encloſed I have the pleaſure to tranſmit you the copy of 
a letter I this day received from Major Lumſdaine, inform- 
ing me of his ſucceſs againſt the rebel Rajah, Bulbudder 
Sing; this man has, for above twenty years paſt, created 
perpetual inſurrections, and ſeized every opportunity of 
deſtroying the peace of the Vizier's Government : Though 
diſpoſſeſſed of his Zemindarry for ſo long a period, you 
may judge the prejudices of the people, and the conſe - 
quences of ſuch an example, from his having the influence 
to collect large bodies of adherents, and committing depre- 
pA C 3 dations 
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ations to the great impediment of the collections of the 
— Orders have been iſſued for the execution of 
the priſoner, and the reward of 20,000 rupees to be diſtri- 
buted agreeable to the Vizier's proclamation. . 
Permit me particularly to recommend to your notice the 
conduct of Major Lumſdaine and the officers and troops 
employed on this ſervice. Captain Jaques has diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf by his zeal and activity in giving me his ſteady 
and firm ſupport in the diſcharge of my — ; and I hope 
I ſhall meet with your indulgence in repreſenting him to 
you as a deſerving gallant officer, 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 


21ſt April, 1783. Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
To John Briſtow, Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 
Sir, | 


Permit me to acquaint you, that with one hundred and 
fifty rank and file of the ad battalion, 20th regiment, and 
four and a half companies of the 29th, we this morning 
attacked the rebel Rajah, Bulbuddar Sing, and have taken 
him priſoner, with three others. The Rajah is ſo much 
wounded, that I believe he cannot live, I requeſt your orders 
with reſpect to the diſpoſal of the priſoners. Lieutenant 
Gaven commanded the detachment of the 20th regiment. 
Captain Jaques fell in with ſome of the fugitives 1n their 
retreat. The rebel was poſted in the. Sewalla Jungle, on 
the banks of the Narrah Nullah. | 

. TI have the honour to be, &c. | 

Camp, near (Signed) J. LUMSDAINE, 

the Narrah Nullah, | Major Comg. in Sahlone. 
20th April, 1783. (A true copy) | 
| (Signed): J. Hill, Aſſt. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor 
General, &c. Members of the Supreme Council, Fort 
William. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | | 
I have the honour to encloſe, No. 1, 2, 3» 4, 5, and 

6, copies of my correſpondence with Colonel Sir John 

Cumming and Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon, and ho 

the meaſures followed to convince the Chiefs at Delhy of 

the Vizicr's and the Honourable Company's amicable in- 
tentions, will be attended with the deſired effect. 

have received his Excellency's anſwer to my repreſenta- 

tion on this ſubject, and he has thought proper, in conſe- 

h quence 
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quence of my advice, to write letters to Mirza Shuffy, 
Affradiſiab Cawn, and the Begum, to the ſame | wag As 
mine; of which I encloſed a copy in my letter, dated 19th 
inſtant, to Colonel Sir John Cumming : It accompanies 
this addreſs, being the Perfian paper, No. 4. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 

21ſt April, 1783. | Refident at the Vizier's Court. 


ohn Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, dated 
utty Ghur, April 14th, 1783. 


Having obferved, in the papers of intelligence received 
this day from Delhy, that it has been repreſented to the 
King, that the detachment under Colonel Knudſon had 
plundered a place called * ys [ thought it ne- 
ceſſary to write Colonel Knudſon on the ſubje&, a copy of 
which I encloſe for your peruſal, as alſo an extract from the 
papers of news. I have ordered the detachment not to pais 
the Vizjer's boundary, as I apprehend it might be attended 
with diſagreeable conſequences. 


10 of a Letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming to Mr. 


Copy of Colonel Sir John Cumming's Letter to Lieute- 
nant Colonel K nudſon, encloſed in the above Letter to 
Mr. Briſtow, of the ſame date. | 


In the papers of intelligence received this day from Delhy, 
I obſerve there is mention made of your detachment hav- 
ing plandered a place called Jehangier-abad, belonging to 
his Majeſty, and alſo that you have paſſed the frontier of 
the Vizier's dominions. T hough TI have the ſtrongeſt aſ- 
ſurance, in my own mind, that the intelligence is falſe, or 
miſrepreſented, yet I think it neceſſary that you ſhould be 
informed ſuch a report has prevailed at Delhy. Should it 
however have happened, that either through miſinformation 
or inadvertency, you have choſen a ſpot for your encam 
ment not within the Vizier's boundary, you will be pleaſed 
immediately to remove your camp, and take up ſome ad 
vantageous piece-of ground within the limits of his Excel- 
lency's dominions. By the accompanying papers o“ intel- 
ligence, you will obſerve, that the Chiefs in your neigh- 
bourhood are very jealous of your detachment ; and it is 
. probable that they may order ſome of their own troops to 
encamp near you, and to obſerve your motions ; in ſuch 
event, you will be particularly cautious to prevent people 
belonging to your camp from going to theirs—it frequently 
happens that very ſerious conſequences attend the diſputes 
of individuals, however inſignificant in themſelyes ; and in 
N C4 . general 


ment. 
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general I recommend it to you to guard as much as poſſible 
againſt giving any cauſe of jealouſy or uneaſineſs to the 
King, or any of the people who live under his Govern- 


557 


True copies. | 
(Signed) J. NEAVE, 
Aſſt. to the Refident, 


N. B. The Perſian intelligence alluded to, and encloſed 
in the above letter, has nothing more in it than expreſſed 
by the Colonel. 


Extract from Papers of Intelligence received from Delhi 
the 14th and 15th of April. 


It was repreſented to the King, that the Engliſh army 
that was at Anoopſier had plundered à place called Jehan- 
geer-abad, and that Affranſiab Cawn's battalion, on hear- 
ing of it, returned. A paper of news from Mirza Shefi's 
camp was laid before his Majeſty : It was there mentioned, 


that he, Mirza Shufi, was going to meet the Pateel Sin- 


dia; and that he had wrote to Affranſiab Khan and 


" Zeenulabideen Khan, forbidding them to march farther, 


becauſe the Engliſh leaders had paſſed their boundary, and 
recommending to them to be watchful over their own 
places. It was repreſented, that Zeenulabideen Khan had 
intended to march farther, but had deferred it on account 
of Mirza- Sheffi's letter. Affranſiab Cawn wrote Nafirud 
Dowlah that he had, agreeably to his (Mirza Shefi's) or- 
ders, ſent Gazer Menichchund, and others, with four bat- 

talions and ſome horſe, from Khorjah to Anoopſier, and 
that himſelf with his army ſhould remain at Khorjah; and 
that, ſhould the Engliſh army march farther, there would 
be nobody to prevent them; and that he was ignorant of 
their intentions. — lt is reported here by many people, that 
ſhould there be a want of- good underſtanding between Na- 
ſuruddowlah and the Engliſh, he would engage the Seiks 
of his fide, and that a diſturbance would be the reſult. 
The Nazir was ordered to obtain daily intelligence from 
the Engliſh camp at Anoopſeer, and to entertain freſh Hir- 
carrahs for that purpoſe.—It was repreſented, that the 
gentlemen at Anoopſeer had determined on going to Au- 
rynghabad : Although this is not believed, the King re- 
plied, We need not be concerned at it ; if they come, they 


— be diſobedient to my authority, It was repreſented 
tha 


t the Engliſh gentlemen were two coſs from Aurunga- 
bad, and four coſs from Affraſiab Cawn's army, and that 
Affraſiab was at Khorjah. Naſuruddowlah wrote Afraſiab 
Than, that if the Engliſh armp at Anoopſeer ſhould _ 

* towards 
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towards him (Naſeruddowlah) he ſhould not interrupt 
them; and if they marched towards Delhi, he ſhould pre- 
vent them; but if they continued within their own boun- 
dary, it was very well. The King conſulted Mahomud 
Kooli Khan, the Aſtrologer, with reſpe& to the coming of 
the Engliſh, and the treatment he was to look for. The 
Aftrologer replied, that he had previouſly predicted the par- 
ticulars to his Majeſty ; that the Engliſh leaders would come 
into the preſence perfectly obedient to his authority, and 
behave well ; but that ſome contention would be the reſult. 
The King replied. I wiſh they would ſpeedily and quickly 
arrive, that it might prove the means of liberation to my- 
ſelf. 

A true tranſlation. 

(Signed) RALPH BROOME, 
Perſian Interpreter to Colonel Sir John Cumming. 


ohn Briſtow, Refident at the Vizier's Court, dated 


Co , of a letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming to Mr. 
John Ghur, April 15th, 1783. 


Laſt night I tranſmitted you copy of a letter I wrote 

Colonel Knudſon, with an extract * papers of intelli- 
gence received from Delhy ; the news of this day mentions 
that there is a diſtance of only four coſs between Colonel 
Knudſon's detachment and Affranſiab Cawn's army: Private 
letters received from gentlemen in the camp confirm the 
above account. I have received no letter from Colonel 
Knudſon of later date than the 4th inſtant, and I muſt 
ſay that I am not a little ſurprized at it. If it be true that 
the Chiefs round Delhy are ſo much alarmed, at the ap- 
proach of our troops as has been repreſented to me, it is 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe they will be very attentive to our mo- 
tions. The greateſt apprehenſion I am under ariſes from 
the probability that ſome diſturbance may be expected be- 
fore between the two bodies of troops by the private diſ- 
putes of individuals; to prevent any miſchiefs of this 
kind, and to remove every cauſe of jealouſy, I have ordered 
Colonel Knudſon to encamp within the Vizier's dominions, 
and if he has paſſed the boundary it was remote from my 
intention: Not having correct maps, or other information 
of the extent of his Excellency's territories on this fide the 
Ganges, it was not in my power to draw the line within 
which to confine the detachment. I therefore left it to 
Colonel Knudſon to take any poſt within ten coſs above or 
below Anoopſhier, on the banks of the Ganges, as he 

might find moſt commodious. 

Should the commiſſion of any act of hoſtility, or any 
other threatenirg appearance, make it neceſſary to reinforce 
that 
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that detachment, I intend marching with my whole remain- 
ing force to join them; in ſuch an event it may not be ex- 
pedient to wait the event delay of a formal requiſition from 
the Vizier, and I muſt requeſt you will take his ſentiments 
on the ſubje&, and communicate thera to me as ſoon as 

ſible. Having only three regiments remaining, the de- 
tachment with the Sezawul included, I ſhould be obliged 
to take the whole force, and it would then become neceſ- 
ſary that a regiment from Cawnpore ſhould be ordered hi- 
ther to take charge of the hoſpital, ſtores, &c. &c. this 
is an event which I hope will not happen; but as it is 
not impoſſible, nor even improbable, if my intelligence 
can be depended on, I think it adviſeable to communicate 
to you my thoughts on the-ſubjet. As both the Vizier 
and yourſelf, without doubt, have the earlieſt and moſt au- 
thentic information of every occurence at Delhy, and the 
adjacent parts, I requeſt you will inform me whether you 
think any hoſtile attempt is to be apprehended from the 
Chiefs of that neighbourhood. I do not mean to infinu- 
ate that it would be adviſeable to withdraw the detachment ; 
on the contrary, I think that meaſure would not only ex- 
poſe his Excelleney's frontiers to the incurſions of the 
Seiks, but be diſhonourable to our arms, by giving the 
country powers reaſon to ſuppoſe that our ſafety was the 
cauſe of our retreat. 

A true copy. 
J. NEAVE, 
Aſſt. to the. Reſt, 


Copy of a Letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming to Mr, 
ohn Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, of the 
jame date as the above. 


The ammunition of Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon's de- 
tachment being calculated only for repulſing the Seiks, who 
never make any regular attacks, I am induced, by the re- 

_ preſentations I have ſtated to you in my letter of this day, 

to ſend an additional quantity. I purpoſe ſending it on the 
other ſide of the river, till it arrive oppoſite to Anoopſier, 
uncer the charge of two companies x want I beg you 

will communicate this to his Excellency, and let me know 

his ſentiments, both on this and the ſubject of my former 
letter of this date, as ſoon as poſſible. I hope you will be 
able to do it by return of Dawk, as I ſhall defer ſending 
the ammunition till then. | 
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1 A true copy. 
| (Signed) J. NEAVE, 
0 Aſſt. to the Reſident 
at the Vizier's Court. 


Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident at the 
Vinier's Court, to Colonel Sir John Cumming, dated 
Lucknow, 17th April, 1783. | 


I have received your letters of the 13th, 14th, and two 
of the 1th inſtant. Fr 

The Vizier being ſtill abſent, I have the pleaſure to en- 
cloſe you copies of letters I this day addreſſed to * Affraſiab 
Cawn, and Myrza Shuffy Cawn, in which I have given 
an explanation of the object of the detachment at Anoop- 
fier. I hope the —— taken by Colonel Knudſon 
will prevent any bad conſequences arifing from the neigh- 
bourhood of his camp, and that of Affraſiab Cawn; the 
inſtructions with which you have furniſhed him, perfectly 
agree with the ſentiments the Vizier expreſſed to me; and 
as I have-tranſmitted the particulars to his Excellency, I 
ſhall furniſh you with his further commands, on receiving 
his anſwer. 

As by Colonel Knudſon's letter of the 12th inſtant, it 
appears the Seiks are again in motion, as alſo for the rea- 
ſons you aſſign, I think it would be improper to recall the 
detachments. I apprized Major Browne of Colonel Knud- 
ſon's march, and I ſhould have hoped that gentleman 
would have made ſuch repreſentations as would have pre» 
vented any ſuſpicions. I haye again wrote to him inform- 
ing him of the circumſtances relative to the conduct of 
- iab Can. | 1 
I take the liberty to encloſe you a copy of my addreſs to 
Colonel Knudſon of this date. 


Copy of à Letter from Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident at the 
. Vizier's Court, to Colonel Sir John Cumming, dated 
Lucknow, 19th April, 1783. ; 


On the 17th, I had che honour to addreſs you on the 
ſubje& of your letters of the 14th and 15th, and ſhall now 
re more particularly to'them, 

he execution of military fervice depending upon your 
judgment, I have not addreſſed the Vizier for the informa- 
tion of the route you have ſettled for ſupplying Lieutenant 
Colonel Knudſon's detachment with ammunition ; it is a 
matter on which you' can ohly be competent to determine, 
both from your experience and local knowledge. I know 
of no enemy likely to intercept the eſcort. 
Until ! ſhall be honoured with the Vizier's commands, 
| which I am diſappointed in not receiving before now, I 
muſt retura you a fimilar anſwer; with reſpe& to the 
march of your detachment to ſupport Lieutenant Colonel 


* Vide Perſian Paper, No. 4. * 
| nudſon, 


' 
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Knudſon, you only can be the judge of the meaſure; at 
the ſame time, in reply to the opinion you require of me, 
regarding the intention of the Chiefs at Delby, I am per- 
ſuaded, from every circumiſtance concerning their ſituation, 
that there is not the leaſt apprehenſion of their being in- 
clined to make any hoſtile attempts, their weakneſs, and 
the decided ſuperiority which the junction of a very ſmall 
body of the Honourable Company's troops would give to 
either party, muſt, I imagine, render them ſolicitous to 
afford fatisfaftion, and not give cauſe of umbrage to the 
Vizier. Suppofing Affraſiab Cawn not to have been regu- 
larly informed of the march of the detachment, it certainly 
muſt have been a ſuſpicious appearance in his eyes; and [ 
cannot be ſurprized that he ſhould ſtand upon the defenfive. 
I agree with you in opinion, that the only danger to be ap- 
prehended, is the probability of a diſturbance being excited 
by the private diſputes of individuals. 1 
The encloſed paper, No. 1, “ 2, and 3, convey the in- 
telligence J have received regarding the opinion entertained 
by the Chiefs at Delhy relative to the march of the detach- 
ment, which I tranſmit, in order to corroborate what you 
have communicated to me. ae | 
Leſt Lieut. Col. Knudſon's letter to you ſhould have 
miſcarried, I trouble you with No. 4, a copy of his laſt to 
me of the 12th inſtant. DC 0 
I have this day forwarded to Lieutenant Colonel Knud- 
ſon, a letter from Myrza Khullule to Affraſiab Cawn, re- 
queſting that he would diſpatch it. The contents are the 
ame purport as mine, of which you have already received 
a copy. Myrza Kullule has in like manner addreſſed the 
Begum and Mirza Shuffy. Theſe explanations, and the 
rudence of Lieut. Col. Knudſon, will, I hope, cauſe all 
jealouſies to ſubſide. SETTLE 
True copies. 41 
J. NEAVE, | 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſiden 
at the Vizier's Court. 


copy of a letter from Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon to 
Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, dated 
Jehanguerabad, April the 12th, 1783. ware 


For his Excellency's information, I have the honour to 
inform you, that I have received intelligence that a body 
of Seiks are in motion towards the eaſtward. As their in- 
tention may probably be to paſs into Rohilcund, ſhould 


* This is the paper 1 refer to in my letter to Myrza Shu 
of which I ſent you a copy on the 17th inſtant, 81 | = 
bey 
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they find the entrance to it not well guarded, I am there- 
fore anxious to know what force the Vizier keeps there, 
and where they are placed, that 'on any any theſe 
troops might be ſent where there ſervices could be beſt em- 
ployed for the defence of that country. I alſo beg leave 
to inform you, that his Excellency's inſtructions to: Khaja 
Ain ul Dine, the Aumil of Rohilcund, for tranſmitting 
me every intelligence which with regard to the motion of 
the Seiks, and other powers on the frontiers, has been ful- 
filled, which circumſtance, as they are of moment to me, 
I ought to be apprized of. Owing to this omiſſion I am 
left entirely in the dark regarding the meaſures adopted for 
the ſecurity of that great extent of country againſt an inva- 
OW en:. "9 | 

The conduct of Affraſiab Cawn appears very ſuſpicious ; 
he has followed the marches of my detachment from Ram- 
gaut hither, always eneamping at the diſtance of four og 
five coſs from it; he gives out, that he is devoted to the 
King's intereſt, intends to ſupport his views in effecting a 
change in the Government; but as he is at the ſame time 
{lrengthening his forces by volunteers from all quarters, 
and carries on a cloſe correſpondence with Nawaub Nazil 
ul Dowla, the fide he inclines to is eaſily perceived. Va- 
rious are the reports circulated at Delhi reſpecting the deſti- 
nation of this detachment : It is generally believed, that it 
is to move to the capital. Affraſiab Cawn has taken poſt on 
the right toad to it, for to watch our motions. 


Copy of.a Letter from Mr. John Briſtow, Refident at the 
Vizier's, to Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon, in Anſwer to 
the above, dated Lucknow, 17th April, 1783. 


I have received your letter of the 12th inſtant; and I 
now encloſe you a letter to Affraſiab Cawn, explaining the 
reaſons for the march of your detachment under your com- 
mand, which I hope will appear perfectly ſatisfactory.— 
You will do me the favour to ſend the letter, accompanied 
with affurances from yourſelf, of the moſt friendly inten- 
tions, Upon your quitting Futty Ghurr, I informed Ma- 
jor Browne of your march, and I ſhould have hoped ſuch 
explanation would. have been given, as to have prevented 
all ſuſpicions. 1 have alſo wrote to him by this night's 
dawk, informing him of the circumſtances ſtated by you 
relative to Affraſiab Cawn. | 
On all future occaſions you will oblige me by tranſmit- 
ting every information relative to the motions of your de- 
tachment, ſhould any be neceſſary, to Major Browne, that 
he may give timely notice to the Omeer ul Omra, and every 
opinion of the Vizier's, or the Honourable 2 
4 | Ss 7 ERIN interference 
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interference in the diſputes between the Chiefs at Delhy, be 
ſet aſide. 

Khurjah Ain ul Dein has one thouſand and ſeventy ca- 
valry, and four battalions of Sepoys, or two thouſand and 
eighty-ſeven infantry? ſtationed at the Ghauts of Darrane- 
gur, beſides the troops acting with him. When he left 
this place, he ſeemed my confident of being able to defend 
his diſtricts againſt the Seiks; and we have reaſon to be- 
lieve he was right in his judgment, as their attempts ta 
commit depredations had been repeatedly repulſed. En- 
422 is the coppy of a letter I have written to Khaja Ain 
ul Dine. ; 

The Vizier is ftill abſent; but his ſentiments, as com- 
municated to me before his departure, were to confine your 
operations ſimply to the defence of his awn dominions, 
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True copies. 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident 
at the Vizier's Court. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor 
For w. &c. &c. Members of the Supreme Council, 
ort William. 


Honpurable Sir, and Gentlemen, | 

I have the pleaſure to enclaſe copies of my carreſpon- 
dence with Mr. Anderſon reſpecting Myrza Jungle; and as 
his reſidence in the Honourable Company's provinces has 
received the Vizier's ſanction, I requeſt to know if it 
meets with your approbation. 

J have the honour to be 57 | 

Lucknow, (Signed) = JOHN BRISTOW. 

23d April, 1783, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Efquire, Governor 
General, and the Members of the Supreme Council, 
Fort William, | | 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

I am honoured with the receipt of you letter of the 14th 
ultimo, and, agreeable to your permiſſion, have paid 
to Mahomed Saiid Cawn, on account of the Ruſſaulah of 
his brother Abdul Rhamaun Cawn, at Surat, with the 
Bengal detachment, the ſum of thirty thouſand rupees, 
and have taken a bond of indemnification from him, in 
caſe there ſhould be any objection to the paying it. 
| I have the honour to be, &c. 

ucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
2d May, 1783. Reſident at the Viziex's Coe 
* pe 0 
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To we Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor 
General, &c. Members of the Supreme Council at Fort 


Wia 
Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 
In order to provide againſt the alarming conſequences of 
a ſcarcity, the Vizier has thought proper to publiſh a pro- 
clamation in Lucknow, prohibiting any individual — 
purchaſing a quantity of grain at one time, exceeding five 
rupees in value. I have, with his Excellency's approba- 
tion, written to the Reſident at Benares, the Chief of Patna, 
and Meſſrs. Grame and Bathurſt, requeſting them to en- 
qparngy the maxcaquty in lamporcing gain lat the \ izicr's 
ominions. 
Mahomed Cawnzin Cawn, the Aumil of Lyttanfut's 
jaghyr and jaydaid, having informed me that Nutta Cawn, 
the Carwavl of the Sayer of Rohilcund, bas, in oppoſition 
to the Vizier's expreſs orders, ſuffered grain to be exported 
from the Gauts 'of Jayoree and Nuggeree, I have adviſed 
his Excellency to puniſh the delinquent, and placed guards 
at thoſe Gauts. 1 : 
I haye addreſſed Colonel Morgan and Sir John Cum- 
mings, requeſting them to encourage the Catwaul and mer- 
2 in their buzars, to make their purchaſes of grain in 
e Honourable Company's provinces ; and I beg leave to 
ſubmit to your conſideration the expediency of remitting, 
on this emergency, the heavy dutics levied on, that article 
in the Zemindary of Benares. 
In my addreſs of the 211 ultimo, I informed you of the 
alarm taken by the Chiefs of Delhy, at the march of the 
detachment under the command of Colonel Knudſon. I 
have the pleaſure to inform you, that the moſt ſatisfactory 
letters have fince been received from Affraſiab Cawn, and 
Mirza Shuffle, expreſſing every diſpoſition to preſerve the 
good underſtanding ſubſiſting between them and the Vi- 
zier's government.—The encloſed extracts of letters from 
Major Browue, dated the 21ſt and 26th ultimo, will ex- 
plain the progaptione he — taken on Ln occaſion _ 
ous to ipt of my application to him on the ſubj 
er * ho — to be, &c. 5 
Lucknow, (Signed) . JOHN BRISTOW, 
Ich May, 1783. Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
Te copies. — 
e | 
Acting Secretary to the Secret Department. 


Extracts 


g 52 Papers relating to Charges IV. and XVI. 


Extrafts of letters from Major James Browne, to the Re. 
5 ſident at the Vizier's Court. Et 


The 21ſt April, 1783. 

Reſpecting the detachment at Anoopſhire, I beg leave to 
inform you, that though it is very probable that troops be- 
longing to the Affraſiab Cawn may have watched its mo- 


tions, yet I believe that he has not been near them himſelf, 
but at Khurjah. Soon after the march of that detach- 
ment Affraſiab Cawn wrote the Ameer ul Ormah, that he 
learned the Engliſh and the Vizier were on their march to 
Delhy, and adviſed the Ameer ul Omrah to be upon his 
guard. As 1 had long before ſatisfied the latter regarding 
our intentions, he paid no further attention to this intelli- 
nce, than to communicate it to. me ; upon which I wrote 
to Affraſiab Cawn, in nearly the words as you have now 
done. At the ſame time engaged myſelf to the Amir ul 
Omrah,'that thoſe troops ſhould never advance without my 
reviouſly adviſing him; with which declaration he was 
perfectly ſatisfied- All that you are pleafed to require of 
me, therefore, is already done. | 
Great pains have been taken to alarm the Amir ul Om- 
rah reſpecting the Engliſh ; but he has ſhewn a ſteadineſs 
that has quite diſcountenancell the idle and malicious ſuſpi- 
cions of others. 17 ; | 


The 26th April, 1783. 2th 'f 
I have the pleaſure to encloſe you a letter from Mirza 
Khulleel, alſo a copy of one of which I have juſt received 
from Afrafiab Cawn, by his which you will perceive his 
friendly diſpoſition to the Engliſh nation, and the little re- 
gard due to the news writers. 1 1 | 


I2 True extracts 
| (Signed) J. HILL. 
ba Aſſiſtant to the Reſident. 


Lift of Bills of Exchange. 


1ſt bill Drawn by Doorka Doſs _ 
Chund, of Lucknow, on Gopaul Doſs 
Hurkiſſen Doſs of Calcutta, dated Jvite 
Sud 10, or the gth June, at 60 Ds, St. 
for Ca. Sa. Rs. — 5, 50, 00 — — 
1 Ditto, Do. Do. 5, oo, ooo — — 
1 Ditto, Do. f Do. 3500, 000 — — | 
„0 T 3, $0,000 — — 
1 Ditto, by Mutfoora Doſs Gunneick | 
Doſs, upon Secoram Doſs Gunneick 
Doſs, dated 1oth Jute Sud, at 60 Ds. Do. 50, 00 — — 
| | | e $ 


1 


Papers relating to Charges IV. and XVI. 55 


1 Ditto, by Gopaul Doſs Munnowar 
Doſs, on Gopaul Doſs Hurkiſſen Doſs, 
dated the 7th Cheyte, or 25th March, at 
81 Ds. Do. for Cs. Sa. RS 9, ooo — — 

1 Ditto, Do. Do. Do. 7,006 — — 

1 Ditto, Do. Do. Do. 6,000 — i 


22,000 —— EY 
1 Ditto, Do. by Gowaul Doſs Seoram | 
Doſs, on Seoram Doſs Guneiſh Doſs 
dated the 7th Cheyte, or 25th March, at 
$1 Ds. Do. — — — - 2,100 — — 

1 Ditto, drawn by Gopul Doſs Mun- 
nowar Doſs, on Gopaul Doſs Hurkeſſen 
Doſs, dated 13th Cheyte, or 31ſt March, 
at 81 Ds. Do. — — 

1 Ditto, Do. by Gowaul Doſs on Seo- 
ram Doſs Gunneiſh Doſs, dated the 13th 
Cheyte, or 3iſt March, at 81 Ds. Do. 6,000 — — 

1 Ditto, drawn by Gopaul Doſs Mun- 
nower Doſs, on G Doſs Hurkeſſen 
Doſa, dated x9rh Cheyte, or 6th April, 
at 81 Ds. Do. — — 

1 Ditto, drawn by Gowal Doſs Seoram 
Doſs, on Seoram Doſs Gunneiſh Doſs, 
— Cheyte, or 6th April, at 81 

s. Do. — 


SIE an 


1,500 — — 


1 Ditto, drawn . ditto, Do. dated 
a 


11th Jeite, or 27th May, at 81 Ds. Do. 2,000 — — 
. 1 Ditto, drawn by Gopaul Dofs Mun- | 
nower Doſs, on Gopaul Doſs Hurkiſſen 
doſs, dated 11th Jute, or 27th May, at 
81 Ds. Do. — CEP FEE 

1 Ditto, Do. by Tague Chund Mo- 
hunaloll Kiſſen Chund, on Gopaul Doſs 
Hurkiſſen Doſs, dated 21ſt Jeite, or 6th 
June, at 81 Ds. Do. — 2 = 


10,000 — == 


15 bills Calcutta Sicca rupees — n $,00,000 — — 


_—_—— 


— 


Errors excepted. | 
(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
- Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


From Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Khaun, written on the 
9th of Jummaud u Sauni A. H. 1197, or 12th May, 
1783. 

Uſual introduction. 
I have received your favour, in reply to my letter of in- 
quiry and requiſition, reſpecting a day to be fixed for the 
OL, IV, D delivery 
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delivery of your anſwer to the different articles of the ge- 
neral plan, —You obſerve that I ſay one thing, and write 
another. My friend, my communications written and 
verbal are the ſame; for I all along recommended to you to 
carry into immediate execution ſuch parts of the plan in 
— * as it might now be adviſeable to execute, and that 
the reſt might be carried into effect at the beginning of the 
year; but it is abſolutely neceſſary that the previous diſpo- 
ſition, with regard to all the parts of it, ſhould be made 
immediately, that before the commencement of the enſu- 
ing year, every thing neceſſary thereto may he in readineſs, 
and the bundobuſt of the Mahalauts ſettled: Accordingly, 
all the particulars relative thereto are inſerted in the articles 
before-menticned ; and correſponding to the date particular- 
ized in my letter of yeſterday, you engaged to deliver to me 
in writing your opinion and advice oppoſed to each of the 
different articles. Whence then 1s this obſervation. re- 
ſpecting a difference between my written and verbal decla- 
ration? Procraſtination in matters of ſuch importance can- 
not be admitted; therefore I repeat my requeſt, that you 
will fix a particular day on which to tranſmit to me your 
explicit anſwer to the articles in queſtion, that I may tranſ- 
mit the ſame to the Governor General, 
Concludes as uſual. 
True copies. 
| E. HAY, | 
Acting Secretary to the Secret Department. 


From the Nuvvaub Vizier to the Governor General: Re- 
ceived at Calcutta, July 17th, 1783. 


Uſual introduction. 

From the beginning of the friendly connections between 
the Engliſh Company, and you, and the Gentlemen of the 
Council, and the late Nuvvaub and myſelf, no failure ever 
happened on his or on my part; he ſtill was, and I have ſtill 
been firm and ſteadfaſt in our friendſhip, and with the 
blefling of God, while I breathe the breath of life, no fail- 
ure or deficieney ſhall happen on my part ; you alſo, on 
your part, have been attentive to the duties of friendſhip 
and affection, and the amity between us has flouriſhed, — 
Other gentlemen who have reſided here, have paid due re- 
gard to the ſtations and dignity of both, in the conduct of 
public affairs; but Mr. Briſtow, who has come appointed 
to refide here, has by many and various actions thrown diſ- 
grace and ignominy upon me, and perſeveres in doing ſo; 
and I have in conſequence thereof heretofore troubled you 
with a full account of my ſituation; I am, with my life 
and fortune, firm and feadfaſt in my friendſhip, and from 
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my heart am ready to aſſiſt the intereſts of the Company. 
Why will you cover me with ſhame and diſgrace by the 
hand of Mr. Briſtow? I cannot longer, by any means 
whatever, ſubmit to the behaviour of this Gentleman. In 
the ſtyle of ſupplicants imploring redreſs, I now addreſs 

u, if you will be pleaſed to recall Mr. Briſtow from 
— * it is well - my ſervices for the benefit of the Com- 
pany are ready in any manner you ſhall preſcribe: But if 
the removal of Mr. Briſtow ſhould by no means whatever 
be agreeable to you — be it ſo—I am without reſource, ſince 
not the leaſt degree of confidence any longer ſubſiſts be- 
between me and that Gentleman. Quitting this place with 
my family, my brothers, my relations, and my friends, 
I thall come to Calcutta—you will act as you may deem 
moſt conducive to the honour and reputation of the Engliſh 
name. As the brother of my father, I bave, during theſe 
laſt five months, ſucceſſively made known to you the diſ- 
trefles of my heart; and I now moſt ſolemnly ſwear by my 
religion, and my faith therein, that in caſe Mr. Briſtow is 
to ſtay here, I will not ſtay here -I ſhall come to you. 

Concludes as uſual. 

P. S. In the Nuvvaub Vizier's own hand. 

My friend, I am, with my life, and from my heart, ready 
to aſſiſt the intereſts of the Company in any manner you 
thall preſcribe —I can no longer — with the conduct of 
Mr. Briſtow; I intreat you to recall that Gentleman, 
otherwiſe I ſhall come to you with my relations and de- 
pendants, 


From Hyder Beg Khawn to the Governor General : Re- 
ceived at Calcutta, July the 3d, 1783. 


Uſval introduction. 

Mr. Briſtow's conduct towards his Highneſs and to- 
wards me, I have repeatedly repreſented to you. His High- 
neſs cannot thank you ſufficiently for the kindneſs you 
have ſhewn in his behalf; inclined as you are, by, your 
friendſhip and your juſtice, to pay attention to his ſitua- 
tion, through God's favour N your protection, his High- 
neſs is fully ſatisfied, that at All events that which will be 
conſiſtent with his honour will be done, a circumſtance 
which will add to your own honour and reputation. | 

The firſt wiſh of his Highneſs, and of us the Miniſters, 
is your firm eſtabliſhment in the ſeat of power and autho- 
rity; and I have given thanks to God fe the happy and 
frequently repeated aſſurances on this ſubje&t which you 
have received from Europe, — as the ſource 
and foundation of my future exiſtence : His Highneſs's ſatiſ- 


faction on the occaſion is great beyond deſcription, May 
D 2 the 


A 
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the Almighty God ever continue you on the muſnud of 
power and authority, the director of the affairs of man 
kind This prayer is mine, and may it be the prayer of 
all good men | | 

Mr. Briſtow, now that he has heard the repreſentations 
made to you, and of their being laid before the Board, has 
in the ſpirit of reſentment, compared with his former op- 
preſſive conduct, redoubled his perſecution towards his 
Highneſs and me. p 

His Highneſs is every way ready to obey your pleaſure, 
and conſiders the payment of the Company's money ag his 
firſt and moſt important object. On this ſubject it has 
been repeatedly repreſented to you, that with your counte- 
nance and favour it can be well and duly effected. 

Mr. Briſtow having, been informed of the repreſentations 
made by his Highneſs and me, and attuated by reſentment, 
is endeavouring to conduct every meaſure in ſuch manner 
as may teflect indignity upon me, and deprive. me of the 
executive powers of my office. 

Thus the plan and Coulnoumeh correſponding with his 
own views, and grounded on the alarming intelligence of 
your removal from the government, which he at farſt pro- 

fed, and which I formerly repreſented fully to you, as 
oon as he obtained information of his Highneſs's commu- 
nications and mine, and of your intentions to cauſe juſtice 
to be done, he changed for others, which he delivered in 
writing: The reply which I made to one of the articles 
contained in Mr. Briſtow's plan, is ſubmitted to your in- 
ſpection. Under that article the determination of Mr. Briſ- 
tow to expel me from my office 1s apparent. | 

Mr. Briſtow, by the advice of Iſhmael Beg, has forme 
a reſolution to change the old and eſtabliſhed Aumils of the 
Sircar, ſuch as Al maus Alli Chawn, &c, and he declares, 
that on the approaching commencement of the new year, he 
will appoint a Treaſurer and Comptroller over the houſe- 
hold eſtabliſhment ; thoſe of the beaſts, of carriage and bur- 
then, domeſtic, &c. of his Hightneſs's Surcar ; that he will 
appoint the Mootaſuddies of the Perſian Dufter ; that he 
will have a ſeparte building for each ſeparate office, and. ſta- 
tion guards to the ſame ; that the monies forthcoming from 
the ſavidaud Mahalaut of his Highneſs's Houſhold ſhall be 
received there; ahd that he will iſſue with his owh hand 
ſuch ſums as may be neceſſary for his Highneſs's expences : 
In — he will now carry all theſe meaſures into 
executiou whatever may be your pleaſure, reſpecting 
them, be pleaſed to Ps ag — * ſs 

The Aumils who have been this year employed under 
the protection, and agrecably to the choice of Mr. Briſtow, 

have 
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have not, down to the preſent time, even ſent in their ac- 
counts to the Surcar. | 

The plan which had been ſettled at the beginning of the 
year, that plan Mr. Briſtow changed on the inſtant of his 
arrival; and the change has been attended with loſs to his 
Highneſs's Surcar. Vain and confident in himſelf, it is 
Mr. Briſtow's deſire that no one but himſelf ſhall have any 
concern in any affairs whatever; ſome of the particulars 
conſequent to the change of ſyſtem, which Mr. Briſtow 
executed in a vain reliance on his own knowledge, and 
which has been attended with loſs to the Sircar, I prefume 
to lay before you. F 

Thus for the monies on account of the bills granted by 
the Gomaſtahs of Gopaul Daus Sauhoo, and others, a Tu- 
muſſook was given by Almaus Alli Khawn, who on the 
ſame day paid into the Gomaſtahs of Gopaul Duas the 
ſum of four lacks of rupees ; Mr. Briſtow, two days before 
his arrival, directed the Gomaſtahs of Gopaul Daus to re- 
turn the Tummuſſook of Almaus Alli Khawn, and to take 
his in exchange. As the credit of Almaus Alli Khawn is 
eſtabliſhed amongſt the Mahagins, by the ſtrictneſs and 
punctuality with which he performs his encouragements, the 
Gomaſtahs of Gopaul Doſs heſitated in taking Mr. Briſ- 
tow's Tummuſſook : Mr. Briſtow, by anger and by threats, 
forced from them the Tummuſfook of Almaus Alli Khawn, 
and returned it to him, and delivered one under his own 
ſeal, to the Gomaſtahs of Gopaul Daus. 

If Almaus Alli Khawn's Tummuſſook had continued 
with them, the ſums payable to the merchants would have 
been diſcharged by the end of the month Poos. T he Cub- 
booleat of Almaus Alli Khawn, on account of Khierabad 
and Mahummudu, was free from expences or deductions for 
a jammah of twelve lacks fourteen thouſand rupees; ſeven 
lacks fifty thouſand rupees of the amount of Jauidaud to the 
Mahagins, for which Almaus Alli Khawn had given a tum- 
muſſook in full, was payable from theſe Mahalauts. When 
Almaus Alli Khawn's tummuſſook was exchanged, the 
Mahalauts of Khierabad and Mahummudu, a to 
the orders of Mr. Briſtow, were continued to Mahummud 
Hooſſain Khawn, from whom Mr. Briſtow, down to the 
| preſent time has not received, an account of the annual re- 
venue, above three lacks of rupees, ſomething more or 
leſs, of the Mootayaneh troops ſtationed there, whoſe tank- 
haw was ſettled for fix months pay, two months to ſome, 
and three months to others, is all that has as yet been re- 
. ceived by them, and thoſe troops are in the greateſt diſtreſs 
and diſorder; moreover, a Major and a regiment of Eng- 
liſh Sepoys are and have been with Mahummud Hooflain 


Khawn, from the beginning down to the preſent _ 
3 - 
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To the end of the year perhaps another lack of rupees may 
be paid in, but even this is doubtful; thus the revenue 
has been diminſhed whilſt the expences have been en- 
creaſed. | 

Other Aumils have paid, from the Mahalauts of Alla- 
habad, &c. eight lacks eleven thouſand rupees, free from 
expences or deductions, to the laſt Daum. Mirza Iſmael 
Beg, now Aumil, declares that the groſs collections will 
amount to no more than fix lack forty thouſand rupees ; 
at the ſame time that he declares the expences in thoſe 
Mahalauts to be treble the amount of thoſe heretofore 
eſtabliſhed ; whenever he may give in his accounts the 
whole will be underſtood. 

Five lacks of rupees were granted in Jauidaud to the 
Company on Furrukhabad. Sind Mahummed Saueced 
Khawn had engaged for the due payment of the whole, 
and he regularly diſcharged his kiſts, as long as he conti- 
nued there, Mr. Briſtow, by the advice, and at the re- 
commendation of Iſmael Beg, ſent Mahummud Beg as 
Suzzauwal to Furrukhabad, contrary to the inclinations of 
his highneſs, the accounts have not been received, but a 
conſiderable balance is as yet outſtanding ; the total pay- 
able from this Jauidaud will not be received. Similar 
circumſtances, reſpecting other places under recommended 
Aumils, ſhall be laid before you whenever the accounts 
are delivered in. 

Several perſons who were formerly employed, and who 
have been laid afide on account of miſmanagement, are 
the very perſons whom Mr. Briſtow wants to employ, and 
appoint to the management of the Mahalauts ; in deter- 
mining and propoſing the people to be employed, he acts 
as if his Highneſs had no ſort of connection with this 
country. Mr. Briſtow is the actual ruler; to whatever 
place he himſelf reſolves on the appointment of any one, 
theſe are his orders, · Let this perſon be put into this em- 
„ ploayment.” If the Aumils are appointed by the autho- 
rity of Mr. Briſtow, it muſt reflect diſgrace upon his 
Highneſs, and in the ſame manner that loſs to the Surcar 
has- been hitherto ſuſtained by the appointments of recom- 
mended Aumils, ſo hereafter the caſe will be the ſame. In 
this reſpect, whatever your pleaſure may be, be pleaſed to 
make it known. - 

If the Aumils may be appointed at his Highneſs's diſ- 
ctetion, I will undertake to procure the diſmiſſion of ſuch 
Aumils as are unfit for employment, and for the appoint- 
ment of others, men of ability and good character, as, 
ſhall be made known to you after thoſe appointments have 


taken place, 
f The. 
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The motives which have induced me to preſume on 
making this repreſentation, reſpecting theſe affairs, and to 
requeſt to know your pleaſure, are, that Mr. Briſtow, be- 
ing of a violent and unreflecting diſpoſition, endeavours to 
effect his objects by threats and ſeverity ; his Highneſs, on 
the other hand, conſidering theſe circumſtances as cauſes of 
diſgrace to him, heſitates to comply; and Mr. Briſtow 
accuſes me of diſobedience of orders; —ſo ſituated, and in 
ſach circumſtances, whatever your orders may be, thoſe I 
will obey, for by your hand I was lifted' from the duſt, 
and from you I hold my preſent credit and reputation, 

In the courſe of the current year I repreſented to Mr. 
Briſtow, that if he pleaſed to order it, I would appoint 
Tehveeldars from amongſt the different Mahagins to the 
Mahalauts, ſo that the monies aſſigned to the Company 
ſhould be regularly received, kiſt by kiſt; but as it is not 
the pleaſure of Mr. Briſtow that affairs ſhould be conduct- 
ed by my interpoſition, he did not approve of tranſacting 


buſineſs with the Mahagins through me. 
| Concludes as uſual.. 


From Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Khawn, written on the 
8th of the Month Suffer, A. H. 1197, or 13th Jan- 


uary, 1783. 


Copy: Received at Calcutta, goth June, 1783. 
' Uſual introduction. . 

Conſidering the bad ſtate of affairs at Furrukabad, it is 
neceſſary that Marza Mahummud Beg ſhould receive his 
diſmiſſion as ſoon as poſſible ; he will be introduced to 
you by this letter; you will give him his diſmiſhon to - 
day, and in ſuch manner that it may be unknown to every 
one. I am informed, to my great concern, of your in- 
diſpoſition, and pray for the recovery of your health. The 
two Shoccahs which you have written, and ſent agreeably 
to the drafts tranſmitted, are returned—you will receive 
them incloſed. The Shoccahs which you wrote, and ſent 
according to former directions, I conſider as extremely 
proper and ſufficient. 


Letter from Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Khawn ; written 
on the 11th of Rubba ul Awul, A. H. 1197, or 14th 


February, 1783. 
Copy : Received 28th March, 1783. 


Uſual introduction. Fg 
A liſt of the Purwanehs iſfued by the Nuvvaub Vizier 
to the reſpective Aumils, on account of the Tunkhaw 


monies for the expences of the houſehold, together with 
| D 4 a ſtatement 


60 Papers relating to Charges IV. and XVI. 


a ſtatement of the particular ſums, accompany this letter, 
but I have kept the Purwanehs in my own hands, as they 


| have not received the ſignature and ſeal of the Vizier. 

If by another effort you can bring the buſineſs to a con- 
cluſion, agreeably to my wiſhes, ſo much the better; if 
not, it will be neceſſary that letters, agreeably to the in- 
cloſed draft, be written by me and by you, and tranſmit- 
ted to the Aumils. In caſe the Nuvyaub ſhould refuſe his 
afſent, you will write the letters from yourſelf, correſ-— 
ponding with the encloſed draft, and bring them with 
you, as I ſhall ſend them off to-morrow, with my own 
letters, which are now ready, and wiitten to the ſame 
purpert to the Aumils. 

he Governor General is, at all events, determined on 
the improvement of the Nuvvaub's affairs ; from my re- 
liance on you I have been led to poſtpone this matter dur- 
ing a long period ; but as I conſider the further procraſti- 
nation of it as a breach of the Governor General's orders, 
and as the cauſe of the diſarrangement of all public buſi- 
neſs, therefore, from an attention to the regulation of 
affairs in general, it is out of my power to defer it any 
longer. Thus, in conſequence of my friendſhip for you, 
I have not, down to the preſent time, which includes a 
period of three or four months, communicated the accom- 
panying extract from the Governor General's letter, hav- 
ing ſtill relied on you for the accompliſhment of this buſi- 
neſs : now, from abſolute neceſſity, I write you plainly to 
reflect, and meditate with attention, on the miſchiefs 
which muſt follow to you from delay in ſuch matters as 
theſe; ſuch delay being the cauſe of the diſorder and diſ- 
arrangement of all affairs. 

In ſhort, you ſay that the Nuvvaub Visier refuſes to 
liſten to your repreſentations in this buſineſs ; this too is 
full of danger with reſpe& to you: you are the Nuvvaub 
Vizier's deputy, poſſeſfing unlimited authority; yet you 
repreſent and lay before him meaſures of importance, and 
are unable to obtain his aſſent to them. Whenever the 
confidence of the Nuvvaub Vizier is withdrawn from you, 
and neceſſary meaſures can no longer be carried into exe- 
cution, the buſineſs is at an end. I am every way diſpoſed 
to countenance and ſupport you, but I cannot deviate from 
the orders of the Governor General. 

It is proper that you do not poſtpone this buſineſs, or 
the muſter of the Toorkſuvvaurs, beyond our meeting to- 
morrow morning. | 
Let no one but you and I obtain a knowledge of the 
contents of this letter. „5 

Concludes as uſual. 


Extrach 


| Papers relating to Charges TV. and XVI. by 


Extra from a Letter to Hyder Khawn from the 
Governor General, written on the „ 1782, and 
incloſed to Mr. Briſtow. | 


I write this thus plainly to you from two motives; the 
firſt is, to ſhew how thin the veil is by which you attempt 
to cover this policy, and of courſe to convince you that 
I ſhall receive and conſtrue every fimilar declaration, how. 
ever made to me from the Nuvvaub, and every letter writ- 
ten in his name, tending to deſtroy or leſſen the friend- 
ſnip ſubſiſting between us, as your declaration, as your 
letter: the 2d 1s, that as I do not ſo much aſcribe theſe 
artifices to you, as to the evil counſels and encouragements 
which you have lately received from other perſons, whoſe 
names I need not mention, you may ſee and know on 
what terms you may expect hereafter to retain that friend- 
ſhip and ſupport which I have hitherto given you. For 
the reſt I you to Mr. Briſtow, to whom, both ver- 
bally and in writing, I have communicated every tittle of 
my ſentiments, intentions, and expectations upon the 
ſubject. 


Narrative and Subſtance of different Converſations reſpect- 
ing the Appointment of a Treaſurer and Comptroller 
for the Nuvvaub's Houſehold Eſtabliſhment. 


Received, March zd, 1783. 

Altercations have been for ſome time paſt carried on be- 
tween the Nuvvaub and Mr. Briſtow, reſpecting the ap- 
pointment of a Treaſurer and Comptroller, under the 
authority of the latter, to the Vizier's houſehold eſtabliſh- 
ments, and for iſſuing pay to the Toorkſuvvaurs; what 
has lately occurred on this ſubject is as follows: I repre- 
{ſented to the Nuvvaub, that as Mr. Briſtow propoſed 
thoſe appointments in conſequence of orders from the Go- 
vernor General and Council, it was neceſſary and proper 
that he ſhould comply with the pleaſure of the Governor. 
His Highneſs replied, ©* In this cafe I ſhall be deprived 
*« abſolutely of all power and reſpectability. I cannot be- 
*© lieve that the Governor has given ſuch directions with 
reſpect to me.” I repreſented that, as Mr. Briſtow de- 
clared them to be the Governor's orders, he ſhould com- 
ply ; that information ſhould afterwards be tranſmitted to 
the Governor General, with whoſe pleaſure, if it ſhould 
prove to have been ſo, he would of courſe chearfully com- 
ply ; on the contrary, if it ſhould turn out to be other- 
wiſe, the Governor himſelf would- forbid the meaſure, 
His Highneſs wept immoderately : he ſaid, that he was 
perſecuted day and night; that Mr. Briſtow did not _— 
| a im 
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him a moment's reſpite ; that he now wanted to preyent 
his enjoying in peace and quietneſs even the little which 
he did get; that his friends and relations did not obtain 
the leaſt proviſion in lieu of their ſequeſtered Jageers ; that 
Mr. Briſtow had forbid him to write his ſituation to the 
Governor, telling him, he muſt not correſpond. on theſe 
affairs; that he was without reſource ; that as Mr. Briſ- 
tow formerly told him that neither he nor Hyder Beg 
ſhould — th in the appointment of the Treaſurer and 
Comptroller, or in the diſburſements, but that he, the 
Nuvvaub, ſhould make thoſe appointments by his own 
authority, that he would go himſelf, and in perſon anſwer 
Mr. Briſtow on this ſubject. EE 
His Highneſs went accordingly, and told Mr. Briſtow 
that by nominating and appointing a Treaſurer and — of 
troller, he diſgraced and rendered him, the Nuvvaub, 
contemptible ; and that without obtaining any thing for 
himſelf but a bad name. Mr. Briſtow replied, that ſuch 
were the orders of the gentlemen of the council, and that 
his Highneſs muſt appoint Seetul Raum Treaſurer, and 
Tahakoor Daus Comptroller, as the perſons fixed upon 
and recommended by him, Mr. Briſtow. His Highneſs 
anſwered, that Tippur Chund was the old and eſtabliſhed 
Treaſurer to the troops, and defired that he might be con- 
tinued ; that the iſſuing pay to the Toorkſavvaurs, &c. had 
all along been in his hands, and therefore 0 Jo that he 
ſhould continue to iſſue it: and with ref to his pro- 
poſed appointment of Tahakoor Daus to the Comptroller- 
ſhip of the houſehold, that Mirza Mahummud Huflſen 
was the Comptroller, that Tahakoor Daus might be ap- 
pointc1 his deputy or manager ; that the money for the 
payment of the Toorkſuvvaurs ſhould be paid in ta him, 
the Nuvvaub; that he, as heretofore, would ſend it to 
the Rajah Tippur Chund, and that Tippur Chund would 
iſſue it; Mr. Briſtow, it appears, conſented to this ar- 
rangement. I was not preſent at the preceding interview. 
Some time afterwards Mr. Briſtow gave the charge of 
= money for the payment of the Toorkſuvvaurs to Mr. 
ooper, and Mr. Cooper appointed a Treaſurer on his 
own part to iſſue it to them, and cauſed ſhoccahs to be 
written to the Aumils, directing them to include the 
Tunkhaw monies for the payment of the Toorkſuvvaurs 
in the amount of the Company's Tunkhaw, and remit 
the whole to Mr. Briſtow, | 
Mr. Briſtow ordered me to cauſe the Nuvvaub's ſeal to 
be put to thoſe ſhoccahs, and further directed that I ſhould - 
cauſe a houſe in the city to be procured, where the trea- 
ſury for the diſburſements to the houſehold mung a 
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ſhould be kept; and faid that he would ſtation a Subadar 
and guard of his own for the protection of the Treaſury. 

In obedience to Mr. Briſtow's order I affixed the feat 
to the ſhoccahs, which drew upon me the. Nuvvaub's diſ- 
pleaſure : he obſerved that Mr. Briſtow had firſt agreed 
that thoſe officers ſhould ,be under his, the Nuvvaub's au- 
thority ; that he had now cauſed ſhoccahs to be written, 
as juſt related, and had given them in charge to Mr. Coo- 

r; that Mr. Cooper had appointed a T reafurer under 

im, and that the money which had arrived from the 
payment of the Toorkſuvvaurs had been delivered to Mr. 
Cooper's Treaſurer ; that Mr. Briſtow demanded a ſepa- 
rate houſe for the houſehold Treaſury, where he would 
place a Subadar and guard of his own : hence it was evi- 
dent he had broken his engagements, and was about to 
diveſt him of his Government altogether—that he would 
not conſent to it. 

The Nuvvaub ſent the following meſſage to Mr. Briſtow, 
by the people who came from him to confer with his 
Highneſs on this ſubject: That Mr. Briſtow had agreed 
« with him upon other arrangements, and that he had 
% now introduced others very different; that to ſuch ar- 
& rangements he would not conſent.” From the time 
when Mr. Briſtow declared to the Nuvvaub that I ſhould 
Not have any concern in affairs, but that he, the Vizier, 
ſhould ſettle and mannage them at his own pleaſure and 
diſcretion, I had withdrawn myſelf altogher. 

When the Nuvvaub ſent the preceding anſwer, Mr. 
Briſtow addreſſed himſelf to me; ſaid, © The Nuvvaub 
* had broken his promiſe ; that he, Mr. Briſtow, had 
© propoſed Seetul Raum to fill the office of Treaſurer, 
e and that the Vizier had mentioned the Rajah Tippur 
* Chund for the head of the public Treaſury, and he now 
<« inſiſted he ſhould only have the payment of the troops; 
„ that he, Mr. Briſtow, would not conſent to this; that 
*« it was the orders of the gentlemen of the council, that 
© all the diſburſements ſhould be controlled and directed 
" 2 and therefore he would take the whole of the 
* Treaſury department into his own hands.” I replied, 
That as he had himſelf declared to the Nuvvaub that I 
ſhould have no concern or authority therein, I had declin- 
ed all interference ; that I had written and delivered to him 
the ſhoccahs reſpecting the Toorkſuvvaurs, in obedience. 
to his orders; and that the Nuvvaub alſo was diſpleaſed 
with me on this account that I was unacquainted with 
what had paſſed between him and the Vizier. I added, 
The Vizier ſays, that you had left the whole to his ma- 
*© nagement, that you afterwards broke through that en- 
gagement, and cauſed ſhoccahs to be written, including 
the Tunkhaw of the Toorkſuvvaurs in the Tunkhaw — 
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« the Company, and that ow have given the monies 


1 received in charge to Mr. Cooper, who has appointed a 
« Treafurer of his own.” And you declare, that the 
Nuvvaub,has retrafted his promiſe. Mr. Briftow in reply 
told me, that I muſt inform the Nuvvaub that he would 
act as he had declared; that he had the poſitive orders of 
the gentlemen of the council in this reſpe& ; that the Trea- 
fury and diſburſements ſhould be under his management. 
1 anſwered, That ſuch were the meſſages he ſent to the 
Nuvvaub by me, while he, on the contrary, told him that 
he ſhould uſe his own pleaſure in the conduct of affairs; 
that I would carry the meſſage agreeably to his orders, and 
deſired to know his pleaſure, in caſe the Nuvvaub ſhould 
not be pleaſed ts conſent, Mr. Briſtow replied, That 
« at all events he would do as he had declared, let the 
„% Nuvvaub be pleaſed or diſpleaſed; and demanded, 
„ whether I would or would not pay obedience to the or- 
% ders of the Governor General, and the Gentlemen of 
* the Council?” I anſwered, that while I had life, I 
would comply with all ſuch directions as he ſhould give 
to me, agreeably to the orders of the Governor General 
and Council ; that I was obedient to his authority ; that I 
had hitherto fulfilled all his commands, and that I was ftill 
ready to obey them. | 

Agreeably to Mr. Briſtow's orders, I delivered his meſ- 
tage to the Vizier, who faid, in reply, that Mr. Briſtow 
had deviated from his agreement with him, and that he 
would not conſent ; that he would go and anſwer Mr. 
Briſtow in perſon : while we were engaged in this conver- 
ſation, information arrived that Mr. Briſtow was coming 
to the preſence. He and Mr. Cooper came ſhortly after, 
and I retired, | 

The Nuvvaub and Mr. Briſtow converſed for ſome time, 
and then the Vizier ordered me to be called in, What 
had paſſed previous to this, I am unacquainted with, but 
on my return Mr. Briſtow told the Nuvvaub before me, 
that by the orders of the Gentlemen of the Council, he 
was directed to take into his own hands all the diſburſe- 
ments for the Nuvvaub's houſehold eftabliſhments, and 
the payment of the troops of the Sercor. The Nuvvaub, 
replied, That Mr. Briſtow had told him that neither he 
nor I ſhould have any concern in theſe affairs, but that 
he, his Highneſs, ſhould himſelf a point both the Trea- 
ſurer and Comptroller, and order ay own diſburſements 


at his pleaſure; that now Mr. Briſtow had given the 
money for the payment of the Toorkſuvyaurs in charge 
to Mr. Cooper, who had appointed a Treaſurer to act 
under him, and that he had cauſed ſhoccahs to be written 

to the Aumils without his knowledge, directing thoſe mo- 


gies 
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nies in future to be included in the Company's Tunkbaw ; 
that Mr. Briſtow had agreed that the payment of the 
houſehold eſtabliſhment, expences, and ſervants, ſhould 
be at his. diſpoſal—had agredd to the Comprrollerſhip of 
Mirza Mabummud Huſſun, and to the Leputy Comp- 
trollerſhip of Tahakoor Daus; that now he infiſted on 
the name of Mirza Mahummud Huſſun being ſtruck out, 
and that thoſe offices ſhould be ſubject to bis authority: 
„% Hence,” added the Nuvvaub, * it is evident to me, 
c that you are about to diveſt me of my rights altogether ; 
« if ſuch are the orders of the Gentlemen of the Council, 
give them to me in writing, and I will act in obedience 
<< to thoſe orders; my ſeal is at hand, I will ſend it to 
66 7. and then you may manage as you may think beſt. 
„ will ſhut up the doors of my houſe, there I will fit, 
and ſeclude myſelf from all ſociety.” 

Mr. Briſtow replied, That the depoſition of bis High- 
neſs was not intended; that what he ſaid proceeded from a 
regard to his welfare; that it would be better for his High- 
neſs to comply with: willingneſs; that he would give to 
him in writing the orders he had received from the tle- 
men of the Council; that if his Higbneſs would not 
comply willingly, it was well; he. might fend his ſeal to 
him, and he would agg vas orders into execution. 

I repreſented to. the Nuyvaub, in. the preſence of Mr. 
Briſtow, that ſuch diſputes between them were. improper ; 
that it would be better to act with harmony, and in conjunc- 
tion with each other. The Nuvvaub turned to me in 
rage, and replied, He made agreements with me, and is 
acting in oppaſition to thoſe. agreements ; nay, he even 
*. now-1ays that he will act thus. You ſeize me by the 
„ throat; and will not ſuffer me to { ln a word, 
at the coneluſion of this converſation, Mr. Briſtow got up 
in diſpleaſure, and returned home. 

I waited upon him there. He told me that at all events he 
muſt. carry. this meaſure into execution ; that his Highneſs 
had refuſed: to give the ſhoccahs; that he himſelf would 
write letters to the Aumils, and that I mu write letters 
alſo. I replied, That I was in every reſpect ready to obey 
his orders, but-defired to know his determination. in caſe 
ſhould fall. under the Nauvaub's diſpleaſure. He replied, 
that in that caſe he would ſupport and protect me. I de- 
fired to know whether, if the Nuvvaub ſhould deliver his 
ſeal, L ſhould: bring it? He replied, if the N uvvaub gives 
you his ſeal, bring it, if not, I will write the letters from 
myſelſt: the orders of the Gentlemen of the Council to me 
are poſitive, ** that whether the Nuvvaub is pleaſed or diſ- 
*« pleaſed, I ſhall at all events carry this meaſure into ex- 


* egutzon, and I will now execute them,” I anſwered, 
| d that 
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that agreeably to the orders I had received from the Go-' 
vernor, I was obedient to his directions; and I took leave, 
and returned home. Ns | 

As Mr. Briſtow's diſpoſition is violent and precipitate, 
he wrote me a letter on the evening of the ſame day: a 
copy of his letter, together with a copy of what I wrote in 
reply, accompany this. | Wo 

In the morning I waited upon Mr. Briſtow again: he ſaid 

to me, that at all events I muſt obtain the Nuvvaub's 
conſent ; that delay in the execution of the meaſure he had 
propoſed reflected diſgrace upon him.— I obſerved, that he 
refuſed to comply with the Nuvvaub's propoſals.— He re- 
plied, the object was to do the buſineſs effectually; that 
the name of Mirza Mahummed Huſſun ſhould be ſtricken 
out—that Tahakoor Daus ſhould be the Comptroller to 
the houſehold eſtabliſhments; that Dawaurgau Daus ſhould 
be the Treaſurer ; and that Raja Tipper Chund ſhould be 
Treaſurer, as heretofore, for the payment of the troops. 
Il went and communicated the foregoing to the Nuyvaubz 
his Highneſs replied, that he ſhould be diſgraced by theſe 
new appointments of Treaſurer and Comptroller, but he 
was without remedy ; he would comply with Mr. Briſtow's 
pleaſure on certain conditions, viz. that as he forbid him 
from writing his ſituation to the Governor, that he, Mr. 
Briſtow himſelf, ſhould write in his behalf, and repreſent 
the ſtate of the caſe to the Governor General, i. e. that his 
Highneſs by his importunity, had been forced to comply, 
but that the meaſure was not agreeable to him; and that 
he ſhould-intreat the Governor's permiſſion to aboliſh the 
new appointments of Comptroller and Treaſurer ; that” 
Mr. Briſtow ſhould ſend. the money for the payment of 
the Toorkſuvvaurs to him, the Nuvvaub, and that he, as 
formerly, would ſend it to Tipper Chund to be'iffued. 

I returned to Mr. Briſtow, and communicated the Nuv- 
vaub's anſwer; Mr. Briſtow conſented that after- the ap- 
pointments had taken place he would write to the Gover- 
nor, and recommend the Nuvvaub's wiſhes, and that he 
would act agreeably to the orders he ſhould receive from 
the Governor in reply. L2H GT 1 

According to the pleaſure of Mr. Briſtow, Dawaurgau 
Daus has been appointed Treaſurer, Tahakoor Daus 
Comptroller of the houſehold, und Raja Tipper Chund 
paymaſter to the Toorkſuyvaurs, &c. ; it remains to be 
ſeen whether Mr. Briſtow will write to the Governor, 
agreeably to his promiſe, or not. Whatever may. be the 
Governor's pleaſure, his orders ſhall be complied with. 


From 
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From H 0 Beg Khawn to Mr. Briſtow ; written on the 
11th .ubbee ul Auwul, 1197, or 14th February, 1783. 


Copy: Received March 23d, 1783. 
Uſual teen | * 1 

[ have received your favour; agreeably to your com- 
mands I will make the repreſentation to the Nabob Vizier, 
and will communicate to you in perſon what he may pleaſe 
to ſay in reply; the letter to the Aumils I will write and 
deliver to you, agreeably to your orders. You are pleafed 
to ſay, that, from your reliance on me, you have refrained 
hitherto that of poſſeſſing an entire authority and power 
in the Surcor of the Nuvvaub Vizier. I declare that 
he refuſes to attend to my repreſentations, the worſt con- 
ſequences are to be apprehended therefrom to me; inaſmuch 
as I am the deputy of the Nuvvaub Vizier, poſſeſſing unli - 
mited authority, yet repreſent and lay before him meaſures 
of importance, and am unable to obtain his aſſent to 
them; that whenever the confidence of the Nuvvaub Vi- 
zier is withdrawn from me, and neceſſary meaſures can no 
longer be carried into execution, the buſineſs is at an end. 
Although to reply to theſe. particulars of you pleaſure, is 
to deviate from the reſpect due from the obedient ; yet 
when, without cauſe and without fault, the hour of crimi- 
nation arrives, to Oar the real ſtate of things, be- 
comes unavoidable, My power and authority in the Surcar 
of the Nuvvaub Vizier, is the gift of the Governor Ge- 
neral, and I have hitherto received the ſupport and affiſt- 
ance of the Gentlemen in power here. Regardleſs of the 
enmity of people at this court, and contemning their ani- 
moſity, I have continued to do my duty; and in return 
for faithful ſervices, I have been included in the objects of 
the Governor General's favour. From you I hoped for 
an encreaſe of ſupport and aſſiſtance, of credit and of power. 
It muſt have proceeded from a change in my fortune, and 
and not from any deficiency of favour on your part, that 
my repreſentations, by the efforts of enemies, have been 
rendered ineffectual. | Anne, | 

From the moment of your arrival, I have not in any 
manner whatever been deficient in obedience, but have in 
every bufineſs, and without heſitation, fulfilled your com- 
mands of whatever nature they might be, as in the import- 
ant buſineſs reſpecting the regiments at Futty Gurr, the 
execution of which you were pleaſed to direct ſhould not be 
ſuſpended by attention to the Nuvyaub's permiſſion, or by 
the neceſſity of informing him thereof; in the ſame man- 
ner, in every bufineſs whatever on which 1 have received 
your orders. at whatever time received, and whatever the 
nature of them, I have paid the moſt implicit rar 
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thoſe orders on the inſtant. From my firſt appointment to 
the Neabut, I have been enabled to May" 4 the affairs of 
both Surcars, which I have ever conſidered as one and the 
ſame, by the aſſiſtance and ſupport of the Gentlemen here, 
and have on all occaſions acted in obedience to their direc- 
tions; and thus I have repeatedly repreſented to you, that 
on condition of ſupport and affiſtance, I would execute all 
our commands; and that in the affairs of the Company, 
was ready to fulfil the commands of the Governor Gene- 
ral, thoſe of the Gentlemen of the Council, and your 
pleaſure, without heſitation or evaſion, at the hazard of my 
life, inaſmuch as I conſider my own interefts and proſpe · 
rity as depending thereon. THE, . 
When you formerly ſpoke to me reſpecting the Toork- 
ſavvaurs, and the houſehold eſtabliſhments-of the Nuvvaub 
Vizier, I then informed you, that I never had had any 
concern in the management of thoſe eſtabliſhments; that 
this circumſtance was known to the whole world; that they 
were under the direction of the Nuvvaub Vizier's own' 
people, and that he never would voluntarily-conſent to the 
meaſure,—Y ou told me, in reply, that the Governor Ge- 
neral's orders were to be obeyed ; and ſo I muſt inform the 
Nuvvaub. 15 1. J l CO 
I, on my part, told the Nuvvaub Visier, in the moſt 
pointed terms, that there was a neceſſity for his — 
ance with whatever propoſals. you ſhould. make by the 
vernor's orders, for the improvement of his affairs zi but 
other people, at the ſame time, carried meſſages from you 
to the. Nuvvaub, importing, that whatever his pleafure 
might be, you would act agreeably chereto; —nay, yo 
even went ſo far as to recommend, in perſon, to the Nuv- 
vaub, that I ſhould not be employed in theſe affairs, but 
that he ſhould conduct the buſineſs as he thought proper 
himſelf, Other expreſſions, diopt from you, with reſpect 


ef 


to me, which I know not how to repeat, for ſuch I never 


could have expected from you. This being the! caſe, in 
juſtice conſider, that having expreſſed yourſeif as you did 
expreſs yourſelf, what authority, or influence, or reſpecta- 
bility, can remain with me? The conduct of this buſineſ: 
did not depend upon me, and therefore the delay cannot 
have ariſen from neglect on my part. Several have 
been employed in conferences on this ſubje& with the Nuy- 


vaub Vizier, by your orders. Now that, from motives of 


kindneſs and faveur, 2 have directed me to forward this 
buſineſs, and added declarations reſpecting ſupport and aſ- 


ſiſtance, I am, as I have always declared, y to obey; 
to whatever you ſhall pleaſe to command, I ſhall never o 
jeQ ; and | am every way ready to obey your orders in the 
execution of affairs, independent of the inclinations of the 
| Nuvvaub 
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Nuvvaub Vizier, if you will affure me of ſupport and pro- 
tection, in caſe of his diſpleaſure. I have never yet object- 
ed, nor will I now object. Devoted and powerleſs as | am, 
the increaſe of my reſpeRability and influence depends 
upon your favour towards me, and their diminution pro- 
ceeds from oppoſite cauſes. Thus I have ever acted, and 
this I have repeatedly declared ; and I now repeat, that in 
the affairs of both Surcars, I am ready to obey the orders 
of the Governor General, and the Gentlemen of the 
Council, and yours, at the hazard of my life, and without 
evaſion or excuſe, The delay which has hitherto come to 
paſs in this buſineſs has not in any manner proceeded from 
negle on my part: The negotiation of this affair did not 
depend upon me; whenever I ſpoke to the Nuvvaub Vi- 
zier on the ſubject, he always replied, ©* Mr. Briſtow has 
« ſaid to me that you muſt have nothing do do in thoſe affairs, 
« why then do you talk to me on the ſubject? leave it to 
* me and Mr, Briſtow.” This particular I have hereto- 
fore fully and repeatedly mentioned to you. Now that, 
from motives of kindneſs, you have favoured me with your 
commands, I am ready to obey them: I will act agreeably 
to your directions. If you had favoured me with them for- 
merly, they would have been inſtantly executed ; no delays 
would have intervened. | 

{ wiſhed, the day before yeſterday, to lay this repreſenta- 
tion of the ſtate of things before you, but was deterred by 
my apprehenſions of your aptneſs to anger. As I enter- 
tain the fulleſt hopes from your favour, I have at length 
yentured on this communication of my ſituation. 


From Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Khawn; written on the 
16th of Rubba ul Awul, A. H. 1197, or 19th Febru- 


ary, 1783. 
ops: Received at Calcutta, July 3d, 1783. 


Uſual introduction. 

I have received the Meſſage by Raja Tickait Raie, ** that 
** his Highneſs has poſtponed the appointment of the Trea- 
* ſurer.” My friend, if it can be ſettled to-day, well; if 
not, as the miſmanagement and diſorder in every depart- 
ment muſt be imputed to the non-exiſtence of it, I ſhall 
to-morrow appoint a perſon to that office, With reſpe& 
to his Highneſs's propoſal to me, to write to the Governor 
to ſuſpend this meaſure, I will. write, agreeably to his High- 
neſs's commands, word for word, to the Governor Gene- 
ral. Correſponding to the commands of the Governor, 
and from inclination and attachment to his Highnels, I am 
ſolicitous to promote the arrangement and improvement of 

Vox. IV E his 
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his Highneſs's affairs. Thus much I have written for your 
information. | 
Concludes as uſual. 3 | 

P. 8. On the 11th of the month I wrote to you fully 
and particularly concerning every thing; from the con- 
tents of that letter, it will doubtleſs be apparent to you, 
that his Highneſs's objections reſpecting affairs are, in the 
opinion of the Governor General, your objections. Re- 
fle on the importance of this circumſtance. Profeſſions 
ofduty, and ſubmiſhon, and obedience, unattended by he 
properexecution of bufineſs, are of no avail, Your duty 
and attachment to his Highneſs and the Governor Gene- 
ral, will now be proved by the due execution of thoſe or- 
ders, which have been repeatedly communicated to you, 
but not obeyed. 

Concludes as uſual. 


From Hyder Beg Khawn to Mr. Briſtow ; written on the 
16th of Rubba ul Awul, A. H. 1197, or 19th Febru- 


ary, 1783. | 


Copy: Received at Calcutta, July 3d, 1783. 
Uſual introduction. | | 
J have received your favour, acknowledging the receipt 
of a meſſage by Raja I ickait Raie, informing you, that his 
Highneſs had poſtponed the appointment of a Treaſurer. 
In theſe conferrences, whatever has been ſaid by his 
- Highneſs, I have communicated to you; and all that you 
have been pleaſed to ſay, I have repreſented to his Highneſs, 
His Highneſs has repeated thoſe particulars to-day. I com- 
municate the whole to you fully by Raja Tickait Raie : It 
Is as follows: — That as you have declared that your deter- 
mination, reſpecting the Treaſurer and Comptroller, is 
founded on a view-to the arrangement and regulation of the 
affairs of his Highneſs's Surcar, and, in compliance with 
the orders of the Governor General, aſking ** Why his 
«© Highneſs ſuffers ſuſpicions to enter his mind, from the 
© ſugeeſtions of other people?“ I repreſented the matter 
to his Highneſs from you, and in obedience to the orders 
of the Governor General, in the moſt perſuafive and en- 
couraging terms. His Highneſs replied, "That although he 
ſhould be diſgraced by the appointment of a Treafarer, 
fine, in conſequence thereof, he ſhould have no authority 
alſo over his bouſchold, domeſtics, and dowab ; yet, with- 
out remdy, He would conſent, on this condition, that af- 
ter the appointments hd taken place, you ſhould write to 
the Governor Genera, by way of recommendation, and 
requeſt his petmiſſion to withdraw the meaſure ; and reſpect- 
ing the Tunkhaw of the Toorkſuvvaurs, which, by the 
| | contents 
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contents of the ſhoccahs which you have cauſed to be 
written to the Aumils, is included in the Tankhaw of the 
Company, and the ſuperintendance of which has been gi- 
ven to Mr. Cooper, and a ſeparate Treaſurer appointed for 
the ſame, that you will withdraw the meaſure, and return 
the ſhoccahs ; and that ſhoccahs reſpecting the Tunkhaw _ 
of the Toorkſuvvaurs may be written, directing the mo- 
nies to be tranſmitted to his Highneſs ; that his Highneſs 
will ſend it to Rajah Tippur Chund, aacording to former 
practice, to be iſſued to the Toorkſuvvaurs. In reply to 


which, you ſaid, That the object was to effect the buſineſs 


—it was no matter, you conſented to it. Agreeably to 
your declarations, I repreſented to his Highneſs, that you 
had conſented to write to the Governor General, in the 
ſtyle of recommendation, as ſoon as the appointments of 
the Treaſurer and Comptroller had taken place, to with- 
draw that meaſure; and alſo to the exchange of the ſhoc- 
cahs, which had formerly been written, reſpecting the 
Tunkaw of the Toorkſuyvaurs, for others. Accordingly, 
on the next day but gne, I laid before you draughts of 
ſhoccahs, directing the monies from the Janidaud for the 
Dowaub, and houſehold of the Surcar, to be remitted to 
the charge of the Treaſurer and Comptroller, and order- 
ing the tunkaw monies for the Toorkſuvyaurs to be ſent to 
his Highneſs.— Vou approved of the drafts of the ſhoccahs, 
concerning the Jauidaud of Dowaub and domeſtics ; and 
reſpecting the tunkaw of the Toorkſuvvaurs, you ſaid, 
That thoſe. which were formerly written might remain; 
that to change them was unneceflary ; that the money would 
be received by Mr. Cooper; and that, at the time for ifſu- 
ing the tunkaw to the Toorkſuvvaurs, you would ſend the 
money to his Highneſs, who would deliver it to the Raja 
Tippur Chund; and that, if agreeable to his Highneſs, 
he might write a Shoccah to you, defiring you to ſend the 
tunkhaw money for the Toorkſuvvaurs to him, to be iſſu- 
ed, which would be altogether ſufficient. - I, who am un- 
der your orders, and have been at all times ready to obey 
them, of whatever nature they were, cauſed the ſhoccahs to 
the Aumils of the Jauidaud Mahauls, for the houſet ol 1 
and Dowaub of the Surcar, to be written; and 1 this da 
preſented them to his Highneſs for his ſeal, His Highneſs 
obſerved, That ſhoccahs had been formerly written refpe&t- 
ing the tunkhaw.of the Toorkſuvvaurs ; and- defired that 
they might be returned, and other ſhoccahs. be written. I 
at firſt requeſted his Highneſs to let his ſeal be affixed to 
thoſe ſhoccahs, that I might deliver them to you, and that 
on the morrow I would bring the other ſhoccahs ; his High- 
neſs peremptorily ſaid, that when the ſhoccahs concerning 
the tunkhaw of the Toorkſuvvaurs formerly written were 
| E 2 returned, 
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returned, and others correſponding to the preſent agree · 
ment were written, he would order his ſeal to be affixed to 
them all, at one and the ſame time, and deliver them. I 
then repreſented that it was — cbange the ſhoc- 
cahs concerning the tunkhaw of the Toorkfavvaurs ; that 
it would be ſufficient to write a ſhoccah to you, defiring 
you to ſend the money to him at the period for ifſaing it to 
the Toorkſuvvaurs, and that you would fend it according - 
ly. His Highneſs replied to me in paſſion, and faid, 
« You firſt cauſed ſhoccahs to be written, including the 
c tunkhaw of the Toorkſuvvaurs in that of the Company, 
« and delivered them without my _— and now, 
« that it has been agreed to return thoſe ſhoccahs, you 
again counteracted it—I will not conſent. Let that 
& which has been agreed to be performed.“ His Highneſs 
added, It appears evident from this, that when the ap- 
„ pointment of the Treaſurer ſhall have taken place, 
« will alſo decline to write, as he has engaged to do, to the 
% Governor General.” I replied, That you had ted- 
ly promiſed to write to the Governor General as ſoon as 
e appointment had taken place, and undoubtedly would 
write. His Highneſs replied, That the buſineſs was every 
way replete with diſgrace to him, and calculated to annihi- 
late his authority ; that nothing would be performed ; that 
he had defired the ſhoccahs concerning the tunkhaw of the 
Toorkſuvvaurs to be changed ; it had not been complied 
with; what elſe then could be expected? I repeated my 
repreſentations, but. as his Highneſs would not liſten ts 
them, I ſent you a verbal account of all that had paſſed by 
the Raja Tickait Raie : Such is the ſtate of the buſineſs, 
and ſuch the manner in which the appointment has been 
poſtponed for this day. I ſhall now, agreeably to your 
commands, attend his Highneſs in the morning, again re- 
preſent the matter to him, and lay your letter to me before 
him ; and I will afterwards wait upon you, and communi- 
cate his pleaſure, whatever it may be.—You are pleaſed to 
ſay, in the ſeparate poſtſcript of your letter, that on the 
I ith of the monthyou wrote to me fully andparticularly con- 
cerning every thing; that from the contents of that letter, 
it muſt doubtleſs appear to me, that his Highneſs's objec- 
tions reſpecting affairs are conſidered by the Governor Ge- 
neral as my objections, and deſiring me to reflect on the 
importance of this circumſtance ; that profeflions of duty, 
and obedience, and ſubmiſſion, unattended by the proper 
execution of buſineſs, were of no avail; and that my duty 
and attachment to his Highneſs and the Governor General 
would be then proved, by the due execution of thoſe or- 
ders which had been repeatedly communicated to me, but 
notob eyed. On the ſame day that the letter alluded to, 
| to 
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to the above purpart, was received, I ted fully to 
u, in reply, my want of power, and other matters; the 
Plneſs of my obedience, and compliance with your com- 
mands, from the day of your arrival; the things which I 
had done, both in affairs of importance, and in concerns of 
leſs moment, both with and without the knowledge of his 
Highneſs, in compliance with your directions; and like- 
wite the cauſes of the delay which had occured in certain 
articular affairs; and I furthermore remarked, that my 
— wrote and delivered to you the ſhoccahs reſpecting 
the tunkhaw of the Toorkſuvvaurs in the manner or to the 
purport which you had directed them to be written, with- 
out the knowledge of his Highneſs, muſt ſtand as an in- 
conteſtible proof of my obedience io your commands; and 
on this account his Highneſs has repeatedly upbraided me, 
demanding to know how I preſumed to cauſe ſhoccahs to 
be written and delivered without his knowledge? I in- 
formed you of the N uv vaub's diſpleaſure, and you told me to 
be under no apprehenſions ; that what I had done, I had 
done by your orders. In your letter of the 11th, you di- 
rected me to write certain letters; I wrote them on the 
ſame day, and kept them in readineſs, and they are now 
ready to be produced: In my letter to you on this ſubject, 
I repreſented that ſecurity was neceſſary, that I muſt be aſ- 
ſured of ſupport and protection with reſpe& to ſuch mat- 
ters as I ſhould execute, agreeably to your pleaſure, with- 
out the aſſent of his Highneſs. Notwithſtanding ſuch 
roofs and demonſtrations, the written evidences of which 
Rel exiſt, you ſay that profeſſions of duty and obedience, 
unattended by the execution of bufineſs, is of no avail.— 
Hitherto I have not been deficient in obedience to the ex- 
treme. As you have repeatedly declared that you will not 
delay the execution of this meaſure, and that it does not de- 
pend on his Highneſs's approbation or diſapprobation— 
why this procraſtination? In obedience to the orders of 
the Governor General, whatever you ſhall dire& me to do, 
I will perform ;z—if I do not, then blame me. If I am 
deficient, or hefitating in my obedience, why did I write 
the letters ?—they have been prepared from that very day, 
To groundleſs blame, in return for obedience in extreme, 
what repreſentations can I make, except thoſe of reſigna- 
tion a acquieſcence ? In reality, I have not been defi- 
cient, and, by God's favour, will not. I have not given 
room for the ſlighteſt refle&ion to reſt on my duty and obe- 
dience, and will not: While I have life, i will obey the 
orders of the Governor General; whatever is your plea- 
ſure, inform me, and I will fulfil it. | 


E3 F. ong 
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From Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Khawn, written on the 
20th of Rubbee ul Awul, A. H. 1197, or 23d Febru- 
ary, 1783. Ut nee | 

Uſual introduction. ENR < 
I made repreſentations and propoſals to his Highneſs for 
the arrangement of his houfehold, that the revenue from 
the Jauidaud Mahauls for the Dowaub and houſehold ex- 
nces might be received at the preſence in caſh ; that a 

If reafurer and Comptroller might = appointed ; that the 

diſburſements might be made from the Treaſury, and un- 

der the inſpection of the Comptroller, agreeable to the or- 
ders of his Highneſs; by which means every. department 
would be duly paid. His Highneſs has fixed upon or ap- 

ainted Duvwaurgadaus for the Treaſurer, and Tahakoor. 

— for the Comptroller for the diſburſements of the 

houſehold, and Raja Tippur Chund to ifſue the Tunkhaw 

to the Toorkſuvvaurs I alſo, as a well - wiſher, approve 

of the arrangement. 142 
His Highneſs deſires that the monies may be kept in the 

Punjemahelleh, under the charge of the Moataſuddies of 

the Surcar, and that I will return the Shoccahs which were 

formerly iſſued concerning the Tunkhaw of the Toork- 
ſavvaurs : Agreeably to his Highneſs's commands I con- 
| ſent to both; that the monies ſhall be kept ſeparately in 
the Punjemahelleh, under the charge of the people of the 

Surcar, that the diſburſements for the Dowaub, &c. be 

made by the orders of his Highneſs, counterſigned by the 

Naib, by Duwaurgodaus, the "Treaſurer, under the inſpec- 

tion of Mirza Mahummud Huſſun, Comptroller, and un- 

der the direction or authority of Tahakoordaus, Paiſhcar ; 
and that the monies for the Toorkfuvvaurs be ifſyed from 
the office of Raja Tippur Chund ; and that the Tunkhaw 

Shoccahs reſpecting the Toorkſavvaurs, formerly iſſued, 

ſhall be returned. 654 b 

Concludes as uſual, _ 

P. S. I ſend back his Highneſs's Shoccahs addreſſed ta 

me, and to Sheihk Golaum Surroor, 


Memorandum, written by Hyder Beg Khawn. 


Mr. Briſtow kept the foHowing Shoccah, from the Nuy- 
yaub Vizier to him, for four or five days, and then ſeat it 


to me, with the accompanying letter, 


From the Nuvvaub Vizier to Mr. Briſtow. 
Uſual introduction. | 


. 


Yau deſired that a Treaſurer and Comptroller might be 
appointed over the diſburſements of the Dowaub, — 


882 * 
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&c. of my houſhold. I objected, becauſe it would reflect 
diſgrace upon me in the eyes of the whole world, fince 
it would be apparent, that I had no longer any authority 
over my own houſhold, my Dowaub, and my domeſtics ; 
at the ſame time that it would be productive of no advan- 
tage whatever to the Engliſh Government. You infiſt upon 
theſe appointments being made. From the higheſt to the 
loweſt it has ſtill been cuſtomary for every one, whatever 
the income which his fituation afforded him, to manage 
the expences of his own domeſtics and Dowaub at his diſ- 
cretion ; yet ſuch are the events which my fate has brought 
forward, that a new Treaſurer and Comptroller are about 
to be appointed over my houſehold, domeſtics, and Dow- 
aub, The infant at the breaſt, that has aught in its hand, 
will weep if it is forced from him ; I alſo underſtand what 
is and what is not for my advantage ; and I now with hu- 
mility tell you, that if for my ſatisſaction, and out of 
friendſhip for me, you will deſiſt from this meaſure, = 
will confer a favour upon me; but in caſe it is your pleaſure 
that it ſhall be ſo, I am without reſource—make the ap- 
— 1-6 Yet, at leaſt, let thus much of a 23 

preſerved, that the monies from the Javidaud ahauls, 
for the Dowaub, domeſtics, and houſehold diſburſements, 
and for the Tunkhaw of the Toorkſuvyaurs, may be tranſ- 
mitted to the place where I refide, and be ſeparately deli- 
vered into the charge of my people. The monies on ac- 
count of the Dowaub and houſehold expences ſhall be iſ- 
ſued by Davargadaus, the Treaſurer, and Mahummud 
Huſſun, Comptroller, and Tahakoordas, the Comptro!- 
ler's Paiſhkar, under my directions or authority; and the 
Tunkhau of the Toorkſuvvaurs, correſponding to the re- 
gulations and practices of this & urcar, ſhall be iſſued to 
them as formerly by the Raja Tippur Chund, and that you 
will return the Shoccahs, which you cauſed to be written 
without my knowledge, concerning the Tunkhaw of the 
Toorkſavvaurs, direfting thoſe monies to be included in 
and remitted with the Tunkhaw of the Company; and 
that 20 will hereafter, as my friend, write to the Gover-- 
nor General, and requeſt his orders to aboliſh the appoint- 
ment of the new Treaſurer and Comptroller, which are 


about to be made. 
True copies. 
E. HAY, | 
Actg. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 
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| 

From Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Khawn, written on the 

14th of the month of Jummaud ul Owul, A. H. 1197, 
or 17th of April, 1783. | | 


Uſual introduction. 4 
I formerly wrote to you that I was diſtreſſed by the num- 
ber of plaintiffs, or complainants, ten or twenty people 
preſenting erzees daily, and uttering loud complaints; the 
caſe is the ſame now, and therefore it is become highly ne- 
ceſſary to eſtabliſn an Adawlut to examine into and ſettle 
ſuch matters; in conſequence of which I have delivered 
over the complainants to Mr. Cooper. Meer Mahummud 
Hooſſain Attan Khawn will remain between that gentleman 
and you; and you will be pleaſed to put the bufineſs of 
the complainants in a train of procedure agreeably to Mr. 
Cooper's directions. 


From Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Khawn, written the 11th 
of Jun maud ul Awal 1197, or 19th April, 1783. 


Copy, encloſed in Hyder Beg Khawn's Letter to the Ho- 
nourable the Governor General. 


Received the 1ſt of May, 1783. 


Some days have elapſed ſince Mahummed Hooſin Attun 

K hawn waited upon you from Mr. Cooper. He brought 

back from you a meſſage—** That after you had repreſented 

* the buſineſs to his Highneſs the order ſhould be carried 

into execution.“ I ſent a verbal anſwer to you :— 

% That in ſuch matters your ſeal, affixed to the petitions, 

or your perwanehs or letters, directed to the Aumils, 

«© would be ſufficient ;” ſince then I have received no reply 

from you. As it does not certainly appear that his High- 

| neſs's return will be ſpeedy, as the crowd of complainants 
| is great, and as thoſe and other affairs are at a ſtand, I 
therefore trouble you to write perwanehs or letters, under 
| = own ſeal, to the Aumils againſt whom the petitioners 
ve exhibited complaints, that there may be no delay in 

k the execution of neceſſary buſineſs ; in caſe there ſhould 
= be any objections on this ground, inform me of them 
| plainly ; in every buſineſs your friendſhip is my firſt ob- 
jet. It appears to me, that you are poſſeſſed of diſcretional 
| authority in ſuch affairs, notwithſtanding which PR aw 4 
5 them in ſuſpence until his Highneſs's return. I regard, 
| from my heart and ſoul, the preſervation of the reſpect due 
to his Highneſs ; and there are many things which it is 


|. certainly improper to do without his approbation ; but to 
. write orders to the Aumils to inveſtigate matters of equity, 
| aud cruelty, and oppreſſion, which are purely calculated 


for 
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for the happineſs and proſperity of mankind, and is a bu- 
ſineſs which will occur Sally, Fa ſuch affairs there will be 
no end to the applications for permiſſion to his Highneſs. 
It is moreover the wiſh of 5 ow that, agreeably to the 
orders and commands of the Nuvvaub Immaud u Dowlah, 
the Governor General, that acting in concert with you, in 
the execution of meaſures, affairs may be happily conducted 
and arranged. For theſe ten days paſt I have ſome- 
what indiſpoſed, and am therefore going to Putteree Ghaut, 
for the benefit of the air. God willing, I ſhall return at 
the end of three days, when we ſhall have the pleaſure of 
meeting. This I have written for your information. 


From Hyder Beg Khawn to Mr. Briſtow :— Written on 
the 14th of Jummaud ul Awul 1197. 


Copy, encloſed in Hyder Beg Khawn's Letter to the Ho- 
nourable the Governor General. 


Received May 1ſt, 1783. 


I have been favoured with your letter on the affair of the 
complainants, Your directions correſpond with Mr. 
Cooper's requiſitions, reſpecting bis Duſtkhuts. On all 
occaſions, obedience and attention to your pleaſure are the 
objects of my regard. When Hooſein Attan Khaun brought 
me a meſſage from Mr. Cooper, that I ſhould cauſe his 
Highneſs's ſeal to be affixed to thoſe petitions ſupetſcribed 
with his, Mr. Cooper's, Duſtkhut, I then told you, that 
if you directed me fo to do, I would apply to the Vizier 
for his ſeal to be affixed to thoſe petitions, ſuperſcribed by 
Mr. Cooper. You replied, That until you had ſettled 
the plan of the Adaulut buſineſs, it would be unneceſſary 
to repreſent it to bis Highneſs. After his Highneſs had 
ſet out on his hunting excurfion, Hooſein Attan Khaun 
brought me a meſſage to affix my own ſeal to them. I then 
ſaid, That after repreſenting the caſe to you, I would give 
an anſwer. I informed you, that Mouluvvie Mubeen was 
the Daurrogeh of the Adaulut, and that all ſuits\were de- 
termined by him, agreeably to the Sharra; and that the 
diary of ſuch as had been determined for ſome time paſt had 
been tranſmitted to me; that others were depending. That 
from the time that the Mouluvvie had been appointed to 
the conduct of the buſineſs of the Adaulut, he had decided 
on all ſubjeQs of litigation ; and that what he awarded, as 
agreeably to the Sharra, had been carried into execution ; 
and with reſpect to the complaints of people againſt the 
Aumils, the greateſt part of them are on the part of bat- 
talion ſepoys, reſpecting aſſiſtance in the collection of mah - 
ſool from the lands, &c. Formerly, of thoſe who 2 


78 Papers relating to Charges IV. and XVI. 1 


ſome received Shoccahs from the preſence ; to others, let- 
ters were granted, On every occaſion, and every where, 
that which appeared equitable was done; the ſame mode is 
ſtill ſubſiſting. I will now be more particular in my in- 
junctions than before. I am no way deficient in obedience 
and ſubmiſſion to you ; but this 1s a delicate and important 
buſineſs which has been brought forward, inaſmuch as 
Mr. Cooper, in the ſtyle of a as Lord, ſuperſcribes 
the petitions of the complainants with his Duſtkhut; ad- 
drefled, thoſe which concern the Aumils, to them; and 
thoſe which relate to matters in the city, to the Vizier. 
If I have your directions, I will apply to his Highneſs re- 
ſpecting this manner and mode, under his Duſtkhut, that 
e ſame may be adopted. | 
Your intentions in going to Putteeree Ghaut, on ac- 
count of indiſpoſition, will I hope be fulfilled. - I pray God 
to reſtore your health. If any thing important ſhould occur 
for communication, I will attend you there, or wait upon 
you, and repreſent every thing on your return to Lucknow, 


Copy of an Erzee to Mr. Briſtow. 


Sets forth, That the two ſons-in-law to Haujee A has 
Mahummud have been confined in priſon res the — 
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of the laſt year; from the time of Fakeer Chund's appoint- 
ment he has treated them with the utmoſt ſeverity, even ta 
the prohibiting their food from being brought to them. 
We had rented the purgunnah of Hali Gunge for three 
years ; four months of the Fuſſyl of Hurreef remained 
when we were turned out ; all that was received to that 
riod was paid; and if we had continued through the Hur- 
reef Fuſſul, the remainder would have been paid. We 
are in no ſhape guilty; we hope from your favour and good- 
neſs that, in your kindneſs to the poor and the helpleſs, 
you will fet them at liberty, &c. 

Signed the Erzee of the family of Hauje Auhau Ma- 


Copy of an Erzee to Mr. Briftow. 
LL % 3 % ® 
Y 5 2. 2 
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Erzee to the Nuvvaub, the Diſpenſer of Juſtice, &c. 


Sets forth, that Jauni Beg unjuſtly, and by force and 
yiolence, hath ſeized upon the dwellings of certain widows ; 
you are the protector of the poor; whatever may be your 
determination in behalf of the” widows, be pleaſed to de- 
clare it We have no other refuge but you, &c. He for- 
merly pulled down four or five houſes; and he has now 
E water from being carried to four or five others, 


C. 
Visned, Erze of the Widows. 


From 
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From Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Khawn :—Wri on 
the 26th Jummud ul Awul 1197. * 


Copy: Received May 13th, 1783. 


Uſual introduction. | 

It appears that the building which has been affigned for 
the Cutcheree of the Foujdaree Adalut, is not at all adapted 
to that purpoſe ; that it is filled with the baggage and pro- 
perty ” the Surcar, and ſituated in the centre of the Nuv- 
vaub's palace. It is therefore abſolutely neceſſary that you 
fix upon and allot a commodious building in the city of 
Lucknow, for the Foujdaree Adalut, as the affigning ſuch 
a place as the preſent is a matter of joke. Some time ſince 
ſeveral petitions, agreeably to the encloſed liſt, were ſent 
by Mahommed Hoofin Attan Kawn, through Mr. Cooper, 
to you : You will be pleaſed to return them by the bearer 
of this letter, that I may take copies of them, to accompany 
his Highneſs's ſhoccahs, or your letters, whichever may be 
proper, reſpecting the inveſtigation of the ſaid matters. 

Concludes as uſual. 


Reply to Mr. Briſtow's letter of the 26th of Jummaud ul 
Awul 1197, by Hyder Beg Cawn. 


Copy : Received May 13th, 83. 


J have received your favour, His Highneſs aſſigned the 
place for the Cutcheree of the Adalut adjoining to his own 
palace; it is the place where the Dewann Cutcharee and 
others, the whole of them, were formerly held. Such is 
its extent, that all the Cutcharees of the Surcar for many 

ears have been held in the places adjoining to the palace. 

hus the Dewaun Cutcheree was held in the Barra Dur- 
ree, together with the other Cutcharees belonging to it; 
and this place his Highneſs has aſſigned for the Adalut 
Cutcharee, becauſe the paſſage for the ingreſs and regreſs of 
complainants is out of the way to the palace, ſo that no one 
can offer moleſtation to the people in their coming out and 
going in, Agreeably to your orders, 'I will repreſent to his 

ighneſs reipeRing another building, The Erzees of the 
petitioners, ſuperſcribed with the Duſtkhut of Mr. Cooper, 
which came to me, I have ſent agreeably to your orders. 


Copy of a Paper N by Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg 
haun. 


Received at Calcutta 13th May, 1783. 
1|, To obtain payment of the Company's Tunkaw is 


the primary object. Owing to the bad management of 
Aumils, 


3 


— 
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Aumils, the refractorineſs of Zemindars, and a too late 
ſettlement with the Aumils for the preſent year, much con- 
fufion has ariſen in the country; and deficiencies will alſo 
ariſe, Now that the end of the year is arrived, it will be 
neceſſary to make the ſettlement every where in time, and 
ſtriking off im — — ers or diſburſements in the Ma- 
halauts, that iſmiſſion and change of Aumils be un- 
dertaken, ſo that the authority of every Aumil being eſta- 
bliſhed in his Aumildaree at the ſeaſon, he may be 
enabled to regulate the Bundobuſt effectually, and be left, 
without 1 or evaſion, in the payment of the Maul - 
vaujeb of the Surcar. 

2d. The office of Dewan has for many years belonged to 
the Rajah Soorut Sing, but the ſaid Rajah has no power in 
the ſuperintendance of the affairs of his office ; thus papers 
which I had occaſion for were obtained with difficulty and 
delays ; and moreover, the buſineſs of the office is executed 
by men who are in no manner acquainted or connected 
with the Surariſhteh of the Dufter. It is neceſſary that or- 
dets be iſſued to every Aumil and Surariſhtehdar, that they 
tranſmit, without evaſion or delay, every paper required 
from them by the ſaid Rajah, and that the accounts of 
every Mahaul, and every place, and every Surariſhtch be 
entered in the Dewanee Cutcharee, for which a proper 
place ſhould be aſſigned, under the controul or inſpection 

of the ſaid Rajah ; and if at any time after papers or ac- 
counts have been entered in the Dewannee office, any ſuch 
papers ſhall he altered or changed, that every Moota Suddie 
who ſhall be guilty of ſuch changing of papers or accounts, 
be ſeverely puniſhed : And that all the buſineſs of the ac- 
counts and the Surariſhteh be executed by the people of the 
Dewannee ; and that the Surariſhteh of the office of the 
Dewannee, and the names of the different departments, 
and of every buſineſs belonging to thoſe departments, be 

ſeparately paid, or delineated and ſent to me. : 
d. A Treaſurer has been appointed for the Surra- 
riſhteh of the foldiers and the army, and for the houſe- 
hold, domeſtics, dowaub, [i. e. beaſts of carriage and 
burthen] &c. ; if agreeably to the plan all the collections 
had been paid in to him, the monies of the Company's 
Tunkhaw excepted, the whole of the receipts would have 
been colleQed together, and the modes of diſburſement 
would have been known. Notwithſtanding this was re- 
quired by me, that I might inform myſelf of the receipts 
and diſburſements of the Surcor, and the ſpecific ſum in 
ſpecie which would be neceſſary to appropriate daily to the 
latter [Dowargerdaus was preſent on the occaſion] and that 
it was given in charge to the ſaid Lalah Tahakoor-daus, 
it watown to the preſent period, neither the accounts of 
| the 
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the receipts and diſburſements, nor the ſtatement of the 
ſum in ſpecie, have been received. Moreover, the ſaid 
Lalah, who agreeably to the plan is abſolute Comptroller, 
is altogether without power in the execution of his office, 
and iu conſequence of his being appointed thereto, he has loſt 
the employment which he before held, and the reſpeQabi- 
lity which he poſſeſſed in the Surcor of his. Highneſs ; and 
from the regulation of the office of Treaſury not having 
taken place, monies are ſecretly diſſipated; and at times 
when urgent buſineſs is delayed or ſuſpended, improper ex- 
pences to the amount of Jacks are incurred. —1t is therefore 
abſolutely neceſſary that a general Treaſurer, to whom the 
colle&ions from every Mahaul and every __ ſhall be paid 
in, and by whom the ſame ſhall be iſſued to the other 
Treaſurers, be appointed. | | 
Ath. The money for the expences of the officers of the 
houſehold, or domeſtics, &c. is to be preferred to every 
other object, as thereby the diſcredit ariſing from the 
wretched condition of the Dowaub, which is owing to the 
non-payment of the monthly ſalaries or allowances to the 
officers of the houſehold, will be removed ; it is therefore 
ſitively neceſſary that it be ſettled as underwritten :— 
hat the monies from the Jauidauds for the expences of 
the houſehold, the monthly allowances of the officers of the 
bouſchold, and the other ſervants of the Surcor of his 
Highneſs the Vizier of the empire, as ſhall be forthcoming 
from or payable by the Aumils, be put under the charge of 
a Tehveldar or Receiver, and that the nces for the 
houſehold, and the monthly ſalaries of the houſehold offi- 
cers and other ſervants of his Highneſs, be fully and parti- 
cularly ſtated and fixed, in twelve monthly ftatements, 
month by month, that the ſame may be paid by the ſaid 
Tehveldar of the Surcar to the ſervants thereof, without 
impediment or evaſion ; and that the ſaid Tehveldar be not 
ſuftered to iſſue a ſingle daum to any perſon whatever, with- 
out the duſtkhut of the Vizier of the empire, and the coun- 
terſign of the Naib in authority ; and that the Daurogebs 
of the Surcor who are appointed to Daurogeh offices, be 

not employed in matters of government and revenue. 
- $th. According to the liſt of Jageerdars and Tunkhau- 
dars conſiderable ſums are requiſite : on account of the de- 
_ of Jauidaud few obtain their due ; and ſuch are the 
difficulties and diſtreſs to which they are reduced, that his 
Highneſs's brothers, and the families of the late Nuvvaub, 
and the Nuvvaub Boorhaun ul Moolk, in the extremity of 
their diſtreſs, haye been and are repeatedly urged to clamour 
and lamentation, inſomuch that — of his Highneſs's 
brothers have become united with and dependant on other 
Chiefs; it is therefore neceſſary that a ſeparate Treaſurer be 
| £5 0 appointed 
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appointed for the Jageerdars and Tunkhaudars, and that 
a Kiſtbundee for the twelve months, according to the 
months of the Fuſſullee year, be ſettled, that their ſtipends 
may be paid to them by the ſaid Treaſurer, without impe- 
diment, month by month. | 

6th. It has been aſcertained that exceſſive frauds and pe- 
culations exiſt in the military department, numbers of 
domeſtic ſervants and writers, under the name of ſoldiers, 
devour and diſſipate ſums to a vaſt amount. The army, 
moreover, is unfit for, ſeryice ; ſo that if any urgent occa- 
fion ſhould ariſe, ten to twelve thouſand horſe and foot 
could not be collected; yet, ſmall as the military force is, 
their pay and Tunkhaws are daily encreaſing.- Numbers 
of the men inliſted in the military, on the application of 
the Moota Suddies and domeſtics of the Surcor, are abſo- 
Jutely incapable of ſervice ; to entertain uſeleſs people as 
ſoldiers, at the pleaſure of Moota Suddies and dependents, 
is the worſt of all governmental evils. In the Surariſhteh - 
of the Ruſſaulehs, various irregularities, contrary to prac- 
tice and order have been introduced, and on theſe accounts 
neither order nor diſcipline exiſt in the army. Of troops 
and ſoldiers actually fit for ſervice there are none in the Suy- 
vaurree, except the officers themſelves. With reſpe& to 
the Tunkhaw of the Toorkſuvvaurs, which I formerly re- 
linquiſhed, the Naib in authority engaged to me that he 
would iſſue the pay to the Toorkſuvvaurs with his own 
hands, and that he would correct the abuſes and frauds, and 
diſmiſs the Baurgurs the Ruſſauleh.— The pay has continued 
to be iſſued as formerly, and the frauds and abuſes of the 
Baurgurs ſtill continue, The dufter account of the' Rajah 
Tipper Chund, with the different employments of the peo- 
ple under the ſaid Rajah individually, he will cauſe to be 
ſent to me. 

7th. I have repeatedly underſtood, from the declarations 
of the Naib in authority, that Muſter Maſters had been 
ſent out every where by the Rajah Tippur Chund.; as yet 
from no place whatever have accounts of abuſes and pecu- 
lations been received. He muſt give me a written liſt of the 
names of every Muſter Maſter, at every ſtation, and the 
{aid Rajah muſt furniſh me with information of the occur- 
rences of his department. 

Except the Tunkhaw of the Company, no Tunkhaw 
whatever, on the Aumils, muſt be admitted in the Mut- 
fuſſul. The bills of exchange for the collections from the 
Mabalauts muſt be delivered in to the general Treaſurer, 
= an account of the receipts muſt be daily preſented by 

im. 4 X 

In the city of Lucknow, which is the reſidence of the 
Prince, robberies and murders, and circumſtances of —— 

| | elty 
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elty and N are frequent, the regular or firm eſta- 
t o 


bliſhment of a Foujedaree Adilut is therefore neceſſary. 
loth. Let a mode be determined for the deciding on and 
ſettling diſputes in matters and ſuits reſpecting perſonal and 
landed property, and to do juſtice in matters of extortion 
on the part of the Aumils. ä Bd 
13th. Let not Ruſſaulehs be in the hands of Aumils, and 
let the civil and the military departments be ſeparated from 
each other. | EXE 
12th. As the above articles are according to the plan 
determined on by the Governor General, by the due exe- 
cution thereof our ręſpective offices will be confirmed and 
ſecured to you and to me. | | 


Copy of a Coul Naumeh offered by Mr. Briſtow to Hyder 
MY Beg Khawn. . 


Copy : Received at Calcutta, May 13th, 1783. 


Copy. 
Tod The Coul Naumeh of Mr. John Briſtow. | 
In conducting the affairs and concerns of the Sureor of 
his Highneſs the Nuvvaub Vizier of the empire, and thoſe | 
of the Nuvvaub, the Governor General Mr. Haltings, I 
will act with the advice and in conjunction with Hyder 
Beg Khawn, which in every reſpe& will be correſponding 
to the commands of both the ſaid Nuvvaubs ; and in mu- 
tual ſecrecy and friendſhip no deviation ſhall ever come to 
paſs : and as long as the Nuvvaub Hyder Beg Khawn ſhall 
| exert himſelf agreeably to Coul a Kurraur, or ment, 
in the conduct of affairs, I will execute every buſineſs and 
every tranſaction with his counſel and advice; and after 
the complete eftabliſhment of the new plan which has 
been formed, agreeably to the orders of the Governor Ge» 
neral, ſolely for the intereſt, the advantage, and the proſ- 
perity of the affairs of his Highneſs's Surcar, I will re- 
| preſent the abilities and unanimity of Hyder Beg Khawn 
to both Nuvvaubs, and will exert myſelf properly, and to 
the utmoſt of my power, to cauſe the office of Neabut to 
be continued to the Nuvvaub Hyder Beg Khawn. 
Theſe few lines have been written as a Coul Naumeh : 
written on the twentieth of the month Jummad ul Awul, 
An. Heg. 1197. AE IO] b 


Extract from a Paper delivered by Mr. Briſtow to Hyder 
 _ Beg Khawn. ; 


2d. The office of Dewan has for many years belonged 
to the Rajah Soorut Sing, but the ſaid Rajah has no power 
in the ſuperintendance of the papers of this office; thus 


_ 


. 
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papers which I had occaſion for, were obtained with diffi- 
culty and delay, and moreover the buſineſs of the office is 
executed by men who are in no manner concerned or con- 


need with the ſurrariſhteh of the Dufter. It is neceſſary 
that orders be iſſued to every Aumil and Surrariſhtedar, 
that they tranſmit without evaſion or delay-every paper re- 
- quired from them by the Rajah Soorut Sing, and that the 
accounts of every Mahaul, and every place, and every 
Surrariſhteh, be entered in the Dewannee Cutcharry, for 
which a proper place ſhould be aſſigned, under the controul 
or inſpection of the ſaid Rajah; and if at any time, after 
papers or accounts have been ſo entered in the Dewanny 
Office, any ſuch papers ſhall be altered or changed, that 
every Moota Suddee who ſhall be guilty of ſuch changing 
of papers or accounts, be ſeverely puniſhed ; and that all 
the buſineſs of the accounts, and the Surrariſhteh, be taken 
from or done by the people of the Dewannee ; and that 
the Surrariſhteh of the office of Dewannee, and the names 
of the different departments, and of every buſineſs belong · 
ing 40 that department, be ſeparately fixed, or delineated 
and ſent to me. TR 


„ by Hyder Beg Khaun, to an Article in the Paper 
* : delivered by Mr. Briſtow. - 
Copy : Received at Calcutta, July gd, 1783. 
In the buſineſs of the Governmental accounts you one 
day told me, That orders had come to you from Cal- 
<« cuttato take the Perfian Dufter accounts into your own 
© hands; that the Dewaun Soorut Sing was grown old, 
that his intellects had failed him, and that his ſon-in- 
© law, Rajah Jugnaut, was young and without experi- 
„ ence: that having appointed another Dewaun, you 
« would take poſſeſſion of the Dufter accounts of the 
„ Surcar of his Highneſs ; and accordingly inquired where 
the Dufter accounts of the Surcor were kept: I repli- 
ed, that they were kept in the offices adjoining to his 
Highneſs's palace, where they had bten kept for many 
years; and that thoſe Dufter accounts were under the 
charge of the Dewarn's Mootaſuddies : That whenever any 
accounts were required, the Dewan's Mootaſuddies ſele Ned 
them from the other papers, and took copies of them; that 
Rajah Soorut Sing was the ancient Dewan of the Surcar; 
that if he was incapable of labour, yet the Mootaſud- 
dies, who were alſo old ſervants of the Surcar, were 
attentive to their duty, and executed the bufineſs of their 
office, Now you are pleaſed to ſay, that the Rajah 
Soorut Sing is the ancient Dewan ; that he has no power 
over the papers or accounts; that fuch accounts as have 
been wanted by you have been obtained with difficulty and 
Ver. IV, ELL delay; 
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delay; and that people who have no connection with the 
management of the Dufter, execute the bufineſs of the 
office; that it is neceſſary that orders be iſſued to. the 
Aumils and Shurariſhtedars that every account required by 
the Rajah Soorut Sing, together with the accounts of every 
Mahaul, and every diſtrict, and every Shurariſhteh, be 


entered, under the infpe&ion of the Rajah Soorut Sing, in 


the Dewan Cutcharry, for which a proper building muſt 
be ſer apart without delay or evaſion ; ſo that every tranſ- 
action, and all accounts, and the Shurrariſhteh thereof, 
may be conducted and written, and managed by the pro- 
per officers of the Dewannee. 

The whole of the Dufter papers or accounts, from the 
earlieſt period dowry to the preſent time, have been, and 
are kept in the Dufter Kaunah of the Surcar of his High- 
neſs, under the charge of the Dewannee Mootaſuddies ; 
and Rajah Soorut Sing now poſſeſſes his poſt of Dewan, 
and receives his Dewannee Ruſſoom and Duſtoor from all 
the Aumils; and his Mootaſuddies, in the department of 
accounts, write or keep thoſe accounts; and the Dewannee 
Cutcherry is, as heretofore, adjoining to his Highneſs's 

lace. | 

With reſpe& to your obſervation, that people without 
authority or connection with the Dufter, and its Shurra- 
riſhteh, execute the buſineſs thereof: this remark is le- 
velled at the Neabut Dufter. In this Surcar, whoever has 
been appointed Naib, and has had the power of inſpecting 
the accounts, he has kept a Neabut Dufter; and of the 
Naibs or Miniſters ſo appointed, ſuch as were illiterate, or 
negligent, or diſſipated, ſtood in need of aſſiſtance. Thus 
the Rajah Nurwull Raie, in the time of the Nurwaub 
Sufdur Jung, who on all occaſions himſelf inſpected into 
the affairs of the Government: the Rajah Pertaub Sing 
was Dewan, and Raja Nuvval Raie, the Miniſter who had 
acceſs to all accounts, appointed Dewan Lauljie his own 
Dewaun. or Sub-miniſter, which was approved by the 
Nuvvaub Sufder Jung. In the time of the late Nuvvaub 
Shuja ul Dowlah, Raja Benu Bahadur appointed Roy 
Deen Deaub his Dewan or Miniſter under him ; and now 
his Highneſs the Vizier has honoured the Nuvvaub Sufre- 


Tauz ul Dowlah and me, by appointing us to thoſe offices: 


and I to the beſt of my ability exert myſelf in inſpecting 
the accounts. The Neabut Dufter is an eſtabliſhed office 


in this Surcar ; from former times, and agrecably to his 
Highneſs's pleaſure he has appointed the Raja Tickait Raie 


to the Shurariſhtehdaree of that office. I am conſtantly 
employed in inſpecting or examining the accounts of the 
-Surcar, and his Highneſs, and the Gentlemen heretofore 
in office here, were wont to depend upon me. The ac- 
{ 4: "0 | counts 
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counts of the Aumils come to me, and correſponding to 
the cuſtoms of this Surcar, the Aumils deliver them in 
alſo to the Dewannee Mootaſuddees. I receive theſe ac- 
counts from the Mootaſuddees of the Dewannee, and the 
Neabut, and having inſpected and examined them, I lay 
them before his highneſs. _ Hitherto no deficiencies or de- 
fects in the accounts of the Surcar have ariſen from my 
management; if you have diſcovered any ſuch, be pleaſed 
to point them out, that I may deliver in my defence 
thereon, y 

From your firſt arrival, whatever * you have re- 
quired, whether proper or improper, I have cauſed them 
to be written and delivered to you; for theſe five months 
paſt, ſo inceſſantly have I been employed in this buſineſs, 
that my health has frequently ſuffered thereby, and to that 
even | have paid no regard. Notwithſtanding this ready 
obedience, you declare that you obtain papers or accounts 
with delay. | 

You anther ſay, reſpecting this Dufter of the Neabut, 
and my authority over the ſame, That people who have 
„% no concern with this Shurariſhteh execute the affairs 
te thereof,” I have not from my own authority engaged 
or entered into any buſineſs whatever: under the com- 
mands of his Highneſs, and with the ſupport and aſſiſtance 
of the gentlemen formerly reſiding here, I engaged in theſe 
affairs, and was confided in; nor has any deficiency hap- 
pened on my pu. Of whatever nature your commands 
may now be, I will obey them; and whatever the meaſure 
of you pleaſure may be, let that be the meaſure of them. 

any circumſtances of the conduct of Rajahs Soorut 

Sing, and Tippur Chund, have been ſuch as to draw upon 
them the anger of his Highneſs, and I have procured his 
forgiveneſs of their faults. When you formerly refided 
here, Mukhtaur ul Dowlah, with your knowledge, con- 
fined Raja Tippur Chund, and exatted a mulct, or fine, 
from the Raja Soorut Sing ; I have done them no evil, 
but have always ajded and ſupported them as the ancient 
ſervants of the * if, like Mukhtaur ul Dowlah, I had 
wiſhed to injure them, I ſhould not, when they were under 
the diſpleaſure of his Highneſs, have applied in their be- 
half. I have all along abted with the utmoſt cordiality to- 
wards all the ſervants of the Surcar. | 


Narrative of Converſation between Mr. Briſtow and Hyder 
Beg Khaun, written by Hyder Beg Khaun. | 

es ER Copy : Received 4th May, 1 
Mr. Briſtow came in the — 4 — his — A 
turned upon ire in Europe: — that other gentlemen 
were coming, in conſequence of the diſmiſſion of the Go- 
| F 2 yernor 
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vernor and others ;— that the perſon who was coming in 
the place of the Governor, who was a chief of high rank, 
was related to Mr. Cooper ;—that the idea which lately 
exiſted, that by the appointment of a former miniſter, 
who was the friend of the Governor, the Governor's ftabr- 
lity would be fecured, was at length known to be erro- 
neous, for that the Governor's miſeonduct was now pany 


| 2 and aſcertained in Europe. Therefore, h 


aid, ©* it is my wiſh that _ and I ſhould enter into mu- 
* tual engagements, for 


„ recommended in Europe to thoſe gentlemen who are 
% coming, and my heart is every way at reſt with reſpe@ to 
«© my own affairs.” dale 1 
J aſked him for what particular purpoſes it was that he 
uired ſuch ſecurities from me? he replied, for the well 
modelling the Vizier's Government; and furthermore, 
— you ſhall not enter into engagements with any one 
ut me. 

I aſked what was his plan for modelling the Vizier's 
Government, in the execution of which he was defirous 
of my acting with him? he repeated verbally ſome arti- 
cles. I called for pen and ink, and wrote them down as 
he repeated them, [vide articles] and then aſked whether 
thoſe were all? or if there was any thing more? He repli- 
ed, „ This plan, after this manner is, agreeable to the 
« orders of the Governor, and the Gentlemen of the 


Council, directed to be carried into execution; which, 


tat a time of my coming here, they gave to me perſon- 
« ally, and delivered to me in writing. Their orders for 
t“ the eſtabliſhment of the Perſian Dufter have been lately 
«© written and received by me, and I have written to the 
„Gentlemen of the Council that the ſettlement for the 
<< preſent year was made before my arriyal, but that I will 
« carry it into execution at the beginning of the next.“ 

I ſaid, ** Since ſuch a plan is to be carried into execu- 
tion by the orders of the Governor General, I will not 
«© 1n any manner+hefitate to obey his orders; but your diſ- 
«« poſition is ſo doubting and ſuſpicious, that the fincerity 
« and uprightneſs of my intentions have been uſeleſs, and 
of noavail.” That reſpecting his directions, declared 
by him to be the orders of the Governor, ** that ſuch 
« things were not to depend on the Nuvvaub's being 1n- 
« formed of them,” from an apprehenſion for my honour ; 
as he had ſaid, © that any evaſions or objeQions which 
«© might ariſe, would not be the Nuvvaub's, but mine; 
2 os net ” That now, from 1 2 
| elent plan, the authority of his Highneſs would 
be annfhilated a 5 wut 


altogether, that if the Nuyvaub . 


acting in concert with each 
other, affairs will be effectually conducted. I have been 


* 
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ſitate 3 __ to this plan, what were his intentions in 
that cale | Hen N 

He replied, © 1 will not ſuffer it to depend on the Nuy- 
« yaub's compliance or non-compliance ; I will carry it 
« into execution.” TI anſwered, that I would not, in 
any manner whatever, diſpute the Governor's commands, 
for that I was declaredly a dependent on him, and was ſa- 
tisfied that whatever he ſhould order muſt be, right in every 
reſpect; but defired, that in caſe 1 ſhould, ably to 
his (Mr. Briſtow's) orders, execute this buſineſs in oppo- 
ſition to the inclinations of the Nuvvaub, he would pro- 
cure, for my ſecurity and ſatisfaction, a letter from the 
Governor directed to me, importing, that I muſt act 
agreeably to whatever he (Mr. Briſtow) might direct, and 
that I muſt not ſuffer my compliance to depend on aſſent 
or difſetit on tlie part of his Highneſs, as in that caſe, if 
his Highneſs moufd be offended, I ſhould, on this fid 
be ſure of protection and ſupport : nay, that it — þ 
neceflary, moreover, that theſe articles ſhould be written 
and tranſmitted to me. Wh "Og 

He replied, ** I tell you that the Governor is diſmiſſed, 


of what uſe is it then to require letters from thence ?“ 


I anſwered, That I was a dependent on the Governor ; 
as long as he continued at Calcutta I would act in obedi- 
ence to his pleaſure ; and whenever the period of his de- 
parture ſhould arrive, 1 would go to him, and would then 
do as he ſhould direct. 8 1 

He replied, All this labour and trouble is unn ; 
J offer you the ſecurities neceſſary, being perfectly 1a- 
« tizfied and ſecure myſelf, with refoed to the gentlemen 
„ who are coming, I will give you a Coul Naumeh, 
„binding myſelf to ſupport and promote your intereſts, 
* both in Calcutta and in Europe.“ | | 

I anſwered, That he muſt not confider my declarations 
of dependance on the Governor as a matter of profeſſion 
only, but be aſſured to a certainty that whenever poſitive 
information ſhould be received, that he was about to de- 
part for Europe, I would wait upon him; and in whatever 
manner he ſhould direct ſo I would act. 3 

It appears then,” ſaid be, that you will withdraw 
« youtſelt from the management of affairs here? I re- 
plied, That I executed the duties of my office, in fact, 
through the influence of the Gov:rnor's ſupport ; when 
he was gone to Europe, through the influence of whoſe 
protection was I to manage affairs? that I would not con- 
tinue. | : , | 

He was offended at this declaration; and replied, I am 
every way ready toggive you ſecurity and fatisfaQtion.; ſuch 
co in the diſpoſition of the Governor, or in his 

6+ BY intimates . 
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: intimates and dependants, is idle and ill - founded. It is 


impoſſible to place dependance vn the Governor's word or 
declarations. I ſaid that hitherto, from the beginning, 
his kindneſs towards me had been always increaſing; 1 
had never experienced any deficiency or alteration in his 


diſpoſitions towards me ; and “ that human nature is the 


« ſlave of kindneſs,” was amongſt us a proverb. Much 
converſation of this ſort paſſed between us. After that he 


ſaid, I will cauſe the orders I have received reſpecting 


« the modelling of this Government to be tranſlated into 
« Perſian by my Moonſhee, who is a rep worthy per- 
<« ſon, and deliver it to you. You will do well to follow 
ci the example of Mokhtaur-ul-Dowleh, and enter into a 
« written engagement and agreement with me.“ 

In order to know of what nature Mokhtaur-ul-Dow- 
leh's Coul Naumeh was, I propoſed to him to give me a 
copy of it, that I might conſider it; but added, that ſe- 
curity on the part of the Governor was abſolutely neceſſary 
in the firſt inſtance; that he, Mr. Briſtow, aſſerted that 
the Governor was undoubtedly diſmiſſed, in conſequence 
of which my faculties and underſtanding were no longer 
in the ſtate neceſſary to do buſineſs, | 

He encouraged me by affurances of his own ſtability ; 
and ſaid, * The day a to-morrow I ſhall go to Slut- 
„ turee Ghaut, there | ſhall have leaſure ; I will remain 
« there two days. I will cauſe the tranſlation of the orders 
« for the modelling and arranging of affairs here to be 
« written, and give it to you on my return.” 

Conſidering a reſpite of three or four days as an advan- 
tage gained, b expreſſed the greateſt approbation; again I 
repeated the queſtion on this point, whether theſe were the 
orders ; that, whether his Highneſs ſhould be ſatisfied. or 
diſſatisfied, at all events the buſineſs muſt be done? He 
faid “yes, the orders are abſolute. If his Highneſs ſhould 
prove obſtinate I will not advance any, thing for the ex- 
« pences of his Surcor, I will ſtop it; when he ſhall be 
«« diſtreſſed for his neceſſary expences, he will acquieſce of 
& his own accord.” Tee 3 

He then opened to me the real object of yeſterday's 
converſation; ſaying, there was certain points on which, 
on the arrival of the new Gentlemen, cavtion would be 
neceſſary, I aſked him on what points; he ſaid, Such 
as the buſineſs of Colonel Cumming, in which a ſhoc- 
„% cah was written without the Vizier's knowledge; and 


„others of the like nature which may have taken place; 
This circumſtance has proved highly difagreeable to the 


Gentlemen of the Council. Whenever his Highneſs ſhall 
«*« aſſert that theſe things have been done without his 
6 knowledge, blame will fall upon you,” | 

N * | EE ] replied, 


- 
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I replied, That in obedience to him I had cauſed it to- 
be done; that he had repeatedly aſked me why I intro- 
daced the name of the Vizier; that I muſt act as he di- 
rected; that, eſpecially in the buſineſs of the ſhocca to 
Colonel Cumming, he had, importuned me for three days; 
from a regard to the preſervation of my honour, I had 
cauſed it to be written without the Vizier's knowledge; 
that the ſame had been done with reſpe& to the Tunkaw 
of the Toorkſuvvaurs, and other matters. 

He replied, ** It is on this account I lay to you, that 
„ now that you and | are about to be united, you muſt 
« confider any -thing injurious to my reputation which 
„ ſhall befall me, as befalling yourſelf; and thus, any 
« thing of that ſort happening to you, I ſhall conſider as 
% happening to me. You replied angerly to my letter, 
that by my deſire you had affixed the ſeal of the Vizier, 
© without his knowledge, to the ſhoccahs, and delivered 
„them.“ 

I replied, That this was not written in anger; that he 
had accuſed me of diſobeying the orders of the Gentlemen 
of the Council, and his pleaſure; that I, in reply, had 
inſerted the particulars, which I had done in obedience to 
the orders communicated by him, and to his pleaſure ; 
that if I had not inſerted them, I ſhould have appeared 
guilty of the diſobedience charged upon me ; that if I had 
written any thing not founded in fact, he would have ac- 
cuſed me of it at the time, or he could do it then, and de- 
mand my reaſons for ſuch and ſuch falſe aſſertions. 

He replied, ** The things which you write are of ſuch 
« a nature, that a fair and direct anſwer cannot be given, 
te but in certain affairs, which may prove the ſubjects of 
« inquiry or accuſation againſt me, it will be better to 
„ keep ſilence. —I anſwered, that with reſpe& to what he 
faid to me werbally, I would act agreeably to his pleaſure; 
but that when he thought proper to put his ſentiments 
vpon paper, and give them in writing, if I. did anſwer 
them faithfully and fully, I myſelf ſhould be ſubjeR to ac- 


cuſations. 


He anſwered, ** I will be careful in this reſpect for the 
« future, and not write; filence, however, on this ſubject, 
« is neceſſary on your part, that it may not be known to 
the gentlemen who are coming, that the Vizier's ſeal 
has been affixed to papers and ſhockas without his know- 
* ledge.” I faid, that when the new gentlemen ſhould 
arrive, and I ſhould continue here in the management of 
affairs, I would act in whatever manner he ſhould pleaſe - 
to direct. 

His object is, that it may not now be diſcovered that the 
Vizjer's ſeal has been affixed to ſhoccahs without his know. 
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ledge: he did not plainly and directly ſay it, but obliquely 
and ſecretly he hinted as much; and ſaid, The com- 


e plaints and reflections which have lately been exhibited 
e apainſt me at the Board have been diſapproved, and that 


« which I have written has met with approbation ; but 


* ſuch matters muſt not be made known to the Gentle- 


« men.” 


Much more he ſaid, containing reflections on the Gen- 


tlemen in the Governor's confidence, advice reſpecting 
the execution of the plan, and the deceiving of the Vi- 
zier ; ſo that by throwing him off his guard, the buſineſs 


might be effected; adding. When it is once done, how 


« will his Highneſs then be able to remedy it? thus it was 
ec that Mokhtaur ul Dowlah and I, in concert, carried 
* our points, by repreſenting matters as trivial or advan- 
© tageous, or by holding out temptations of various de- 
«« ſcriptions to the Vizier; and when the buſineſs was 
& once executed he was ſilent, nor knew or foreſaw the 
et ultimate conſequences which would follow. In the ſame 
„ manner you muſt now adviſe the Nuvvaub as I ſhall 


direct you, and having by artifice obtained his approba- 


«© tion, carry it into execution.” Tur 
This converſation he ſpun out to a prodigious length; 
to attempt to write it would be endleſs. I ſaid thus much 


in reply, that with reſpe& to the execution of meaſures 


contrary to the inclinations of the Vizier, as intended by 
him, that I would not heſitate to obey the Governar's. or- 
ders, communicated to me as ſuch ; but that to procure a 
letter of aſſurance from the Governor, to the purport al- 
ready mentioned, was abſolutely neceſſary, that I might be 
ſecured from the conſequences of the Nuvvaub's reſent- 
ment, \ 


He replied. I will cauſe a. Perfian tranſlation of the 


orders to be made, and give it to you, and we will after 


that talk again. Aſſurance or ſecurity from the Gover- 
nor is unneceſſary, ſince in a ſhort time he will ſet out 
for Europe.“ I repeated my former anſwer.—It re- 
mains to be ſeen hereatter what the next converſation will 
produce. 


Articles for the Regulation of the Country and Houſehold 
of his Highineſs, which Mr. Briſtow cauſed: to be writ-- 
ten. 


Having appointed a new Treaſurer, I will eftabliſh the 
general T reafury of the country in two places; one for tho 
Surcor of the Company, the other for the expences of 
the Nuyyaub's houſehold eftabliſhments, for the Tunkbaw- 

and 


# 


aw nnn nnn . NY 2 


Papers relating to Charges IV and XVI. 93 
and Jageerdars. What ſhall. be neceffary for the Nur- 
yaub's expences, &c. I will iſſue in money. 

I will keep the Perſian Dufter of the Governmental 
officers,. and the Mootaſuddies, and will appoint a Dewar» 
to ſuperintend the ſame. 

Having diſmiſſed the Aumils appointed by his Highneſs, 
J will appoint other Aumils. | Þ 

I will keep the cavalry and the infantry under my own 


authority, and what other troops may be neceſſary I will 
raiſe them alſo by my own authority. 
I will keep the bulineſs of the Adaulut under my autho- 
rity ; ſuch expences for ſuperfluous elephants and horſes. 
in the Nuvvaub's Dowaub, and for, proviſions dreſſed, 
are unneceſſary ; let him diminiſh them. 
I will take the old dufters and papers which are in the 
Surcor of his Highneſs. ＋ . | 
Having diſmiſſed the great Aumils, I will appoint ſepa- 
rate inferior Aumils in their places. 


Narrative of Converſation between Mr. Briſtow and Hyder 
Beg Khaun, on the 3oth of April, 1783, written by 


Copy: Received May 13th, 1783. 
On our meeting, he (Mr. Briſtow) ſaid, How has it 
% come to paſs that a report of the Coul Nameh, founded 
*« on conditions, has been ſpread abioad ?”” I replied, that 
I did not know; that the conditions which he had com- 
municated for the Bundabur of 17. and concerning 
which he had been engaged in a warfare with his Highneſs 
for theſe laſt five months, were known to all the world ; 
that there was no neceſſity for their publication by any 
one; that as to the preſent Coul Nameh propoſed by him, 
and his declaration, that the Governor and Gentlemen of 
the Council were diſmiſſed, that new Gentlemen were 
coming, and propoſing the ſaid Coul Naumeh for the pe- 
riod, on condition that I ſhould not write to, or enter 
into engagements, at Calcutta, and other matters, which 
he mentioned, I had not told them to any one. He ſaid, 
it is aſtoniſhing ! it is only ten days fince I mentioned the 
diſmiſſion of the Governor to you, and at which time Mr. 
Cooper mentioned it to Major Palmer, and I have receiv- 
ed letters twelve days old, from Calcutta, informing me 
that Major Davy has reported to the Governor, that I 
have publiſhed the account of his diſmiſſion ; hence it is 
plain that Major Davy has told an abſolute falſehood. In 
this ſpace of ten days, an account of my publication of it 
to reach Calcutta, and an anſwer to arrive here! I will 


write that Major Davy has told a falſchood, I —_— 
at 
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that if ſuch intelligence had actually reached Calcutta, it 
muſt evidently relate to his (Mr. Briſtow's) firſt report ; 
for that he had firſt ſaid, formerly, ** that in conſequence 
« of the appointment of the new Miniſter, the diſmiſſion 
of the Governor was affixed ;”” and ſome time after that 
he again ſaid, * that the new Miniſter was dead, and that 
« accounts of, or orders for, the continuance of the Go- 
« yernor would arrive :” correſponding with which, when 
he lately mentioned the diſmiſſion of the Governor, he 
had ſaid, that this intelligence was not like the former; 
« that the Governor continued- in conſequence of the 
« death of the Vizier;“ „that now the news of the Go- 
4% yernor's diſmiflion was authentic,” „ that other Gen- 
e tlemen- were on their way out;” that perhaps, it was 
his (Mr. Briſtow's) former report that had been mention- 
ed by Major Davy, for that had happened long ago. He 
replied, What cauſe have you to plead thus in ſupport of 
the truth of Major Davy's communications? I ſaid, that 
he had aſferted, ** that Major Davy had told a falſehood, 
«© and that he would write ſo to Calcutta :” that I there- 
fore reminded him of his former report, that what he 
mould write might not be liable to refutation. He then 
began to caſt reflections upon Major Davy; ſaying, © he 
„ is outwardly your friend, but in reality meditated your 
« diſmiffion, and concerted the means of doing it with the 
„Raja Tippurchund, and the Dewan Soorut Sing.“ I 
obſerved, that formerly Mr. Johnſon had alſo hinted the 
ſame thing, that Major Davy, who was gone to Cal- 
«© cutta, would ſpeak to the prejudice of his Highneſs and 
cc me.” But that all that i at laſt diſcovered was, that 
Major Davy had here communicated the Governor's or- 
ders as he had received them ; and that he had faithfully 


related to the Governor the converſations which had 


paſſed between us. He replied, ** I have expended 
© to the amount of thirty thouſand rupees, and have, 
from different quarters, informed myſelf of every par- 
« ticular; do you [but] expend ten or twenty thouſand, 
and the circumſtances of Major Davy's enmity to you 
„ ſhall be known from the people of the Rajah Tippur- 
« chund, and the Dewan Soorut Sing.” I replied, 
That I had no doubts or ſuſpicions reſpecting theſe mat- 
ters that could induce me to enquire into them, or to ex- 
pend money for that purpoſe ; that theſe particulars had 
never been introduced heretofore ; otherwiſe, if they had 
the. power, in this ſpace of fix months they had each of 
them the opportunity. I ſaid, that I had no ſort of con- 
cern with the Major, and that the perſon who had men- 
tioned it to him muſt have told a falſehood. He ſaid, 
* You are eloquent in ſapporting, or taking the part of 

7 oF Major 
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/ 
«© Major Palmer and Major Davy.” I anſwered, That 
this accuſation was a plain, downright calumny. What 
ſort of anſwer could I give? from what circum did 
this partiality appear f—that theſe reflections concerned me. 
I muſt either believe them, or not believe them ; if he had 
any meaning in theſe communications, I requeſted him to 
tell it, that it might be known to me. He ſaid, Major 
« Palmer, with the advice of Tuffuz-ool Hooſein Khaun, ' 
« writes falſchoods from hence ;” and there Major Davy 
communicates them with additions. I have expended 
money in obtaining information of theſe matters : two 
gentlemen under the appearance of friendſhip are with 
Major Davy, one or two others are here with Major Pal- 
mer. My friends are united together, and obtain infor- 
mation of what is going forward; two people are with- 
Tuffuz-ool Hooſein Khaun ; all theſe matters have reach- 
ed me: that the one has written falſehoods with reſpe& to 
me from hence, and that the other has communicated and 
does communicate them. I was watchful from the firſt on 
this account “ and will anſwer to every particular, Will 
„you take part with the Majors, or will you fide with 
« me?” I replied, the Majors are not writers of intel- 
ligence, they are Engliſh gentlemen ; I am a native of Hin- 
doſtan, the matter will not depend upon my evidence. He 
replied, ©* Mr. Johnſon has demanded an examination into 
« the complaints and accuſations which you formerly 
„ wrote againſt him, and it is determined that orders ſhall 
« be ſent to you and me to produce the proofs.” I ſaw 
plainly that, under this pretence, he wanted to introduce 
propoſals reſpecting evidence for himſelf.” I ſaid that Mr. 
Johnſon had diſobeyed the orders of the Governor in the 
affair of the ten lacks rupees, &c. and had endeavoured to 
throw the blame upon me, and that 1 had no doubt, given 
information reſpecting my innocence, He ſaid, are 
« there other matters alſo? if there are inform me of 
te them, that you may prove the culpability of Mr. John- 
« ſon, agreeably. to your repreſentations, for the orders 
* of the Council will now arrive.” I anſwered, that what 
J had ſaid and written ſhould undoubtedly be proved. He 
ſaid, you mention nothing to me of the preſent corre- 
«© ſpondence, and what I tell you is a fact; for ſeveral 
« original letters of Major Davy's have fallen into my 
* hands.” I replied, that ſince Major Davy's letters had 
fallen into his hands, there was no neceſſity 2 bis making 
inquiries of me. He ſaid, I mention it on this account, 
* that you and I may, with our lives and fortunes, be 
* united with each other. I will exert myſelf in your in- 
** tereſts both in Calcutta and in Europe; the endeavours 
* of the Majors will end in nothing.” I aiked, to 2 
obje 
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object his views were then directed, that he talked to me 
in that manner; and added, that he was the ruler here, 
and that I was fobordinate to him, and that whatever he 
ſhould direct with reſpect to both Surcars, I ſfiould obey : 
hat buſineſs or connection had I with the diſputes be- 
tween gentlemen ? — he replied, I have dofie you no ill; 
during theſe fix months that I have been here, I had 
c both the opportunity and the power, at all times, to de- 
4 prive you of the office of Neabut ;—I have kept you in 
4% office ;—you will not unite with me.” I rephed, that 
he had at all times the power, and that he might diſmiſs 
me whenever he thought — but that I had never 
been wanting in obedience to him. When he ſaw that 1 
would ſay nothing, he again proceeded to ſooth and flatter, 
giving to me copies of the orders, and complaints, arid 
_ Coul Nameh (vide 10, 11) which he had cauſed to be 
written by ttis Moonſhee, and defiring me to read them 
with a loud voice. I read them :—he ſaid, * Such ex- 
<< preffions as are harſh in theſe papers you may alter.” —T 
replied, that he had told me he would write ttanflations of 
the orders of the Governor and Gentlemen of the Council, 
reſpecting the Bundabuſt of this place; were thoſe com- 
plaints alſo inſerted therein? it was very well, he might 
moreover write whatever elſe he thought proper; but re- 
queſted that he would cauſe the orders, and what was his 
pleaſure, to be written ſeparately, and the circumſtances of 
complaint, and incapacity on my part, ſeparately ; and 
that I would write and deliver an anſwer to theſe circum- 
ſtances of complaint and incapacity, and deſired him to 
reflect or conſider, whether they were well founded or ill 
founded. I added, that l had never required a Coul Nau- 
meh from him, why did he deliver the draft of one to 
me ?—that obedience on my part, and kindneſs and atten- 
tion on his, were ſufficient, He replied, © You muſt in 
fact take theſe papers home with you, and read them 
again.“ I ſaid, that if it was for the purpoſe of prov- 
ing thus much, that he had written and delivered ſuch 
papers to me; and that he had declared ſo and fo, and that 
he might make good or prove the juſtneſs of the acouſa- 
tions or complaints upon me; it was unneceſſary; and that 
if I took them, what would be the cofiſequence? I was 
ready to anſwer theſe allegations, and would give ſuch an- 
ſwers in refutation of them all, that not one of them 
ſhould be fixed upon me. He replied; . I ſpeak to you in- 
** friendſhip, or with/purity of heart; you anſwer me with 
«© enmity, or in reſentment.” I ſaid, that he had o | 
cauſed: circumſtances of complaint or accuſation, and of 
direct falſehood, to be written; and yet ſaid, that he 
** ſpoke in frienUſhip.” He replied, I' will cauſe it to 
| x « be 


— =_ 
— — 
— — 8 


— 


— 


— 


„„ er ne 


. CS RE — 
— 'Y — - =» w__—_ — 
” 


Papers relating to Charges IV. and XVI. 97 


be written as you may think proper.” I anſwered, that 
I made no objections, nor would I take the accuſation upon 
me, by the alteration of-the letter of it ; that at his-(Hyder 
Beg Khawn's) defire, I altered ſuch and ſuch particulars ; 
that I would write matter of fact anſwers in refutation of 
theſe accuſations ; his orders and his pleaſure, whatever 
they were, reſpecting the Bundobuſt, he might cauſe to be 
written, and deliver them, that thoſe I could obey ; and 
would give ſuch an anſwer as fflould correſpond with obedi- 
ence and reſpect to the Governor's pleaſure, He ſaid,. T 
« will talk again upon this ſubje& at our next interview.“ 
As it was intended that I ſhould take the papers, I, in com- 
liance with Mr, Briſtow's importunities, brought them 
[38-94 I ſhall not draw out the reply to and return them : 
Such are the anſwers to every article, that with God's 
favour, not a place ſhall remain for accuſation to reſt u | 
gain he mentioned the ſpreading the report reſpecting the 
an diſmiſhon ; ayings Mr. Cooper told it to 
% Major Palmer, and Major Palmer ſpread the report; in 
« proof of it, Mr. Cooper wrote a-note to Major Palmer, 
4 to which he returned a ſhort anſwer.” I aſked him, 
what neceſſity there was for repeatedly renewing this conver- 
ſation with me? that ten different people had been informed 
of it by Mr. Cooper. He ſaid; I have mentioned it to 
% no one but you.” I replied, that what he had mentioned 
to me, was known to me ;—with reſpect to others, I was 
uninformed whether he had mentioned it or not. He ſaid, 
«© The buſineſs reſpecting the Vizier's ſeal, which was done 
«* without his knowledge, is not well: If any one ſhall 
« queſtion you, why the Vizier's ſeal was affixed without 
« his knowledge, what anſwer will you give?” I replied, 
that the anſwer would be that which I formerly gave to him 
in writing, ſaid, 22 want to prove the accu- 
© ſation upon me?” I anſwered, that I had obeyed his 
orders, and that he wanted to fix the fault upon me. He 
replied, We are about to be united, with our lives and 
© fortunes er, it muſt be our buſineſs todo away, or 
„% cover the faults of each other.” I faid, that I could 
not openly take the blame upon myſelf. He ſaid, I gave 
up the of receiving the Tunkhau of the Toork- 
„ ſuvvaurs, for this reaſon, that the ſhoccahs ref Qting 
them were written without the knowledge of the V izier.” 
I anſwered, That what he did he did upon reflection and deli- 
beration, and it was well. He faid, ** I have determined that 
in future, if on my requiſitions the Nuvvaub gives me 
7 the ſhoccahs yoluntarily, ſo much the better, if not, 
* I will execute the buſineſs under my own ſeal.” Again 
he repeated, The aſpect of affairs will now be new at Cal- 
cutta, for new gentlemen are coming, let the correſpondence 
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to Calcutta © be dropt.“ I replied, that I had nothing to do 
with theſe matters. Much more in the fame ftyle paſſed 
between'us, which it would be endleſs to relate. 


Narrative of a Converſation between Mr. Briſtow and 
Heder Beg Khaun, on the firſt of May, written by the 
latter, in his own hand. , | 


Received May 13th, 83. 


Mr. Briſtow ſaid to me to-day, at our meeting, I told 
ou that you ſhould not a the declarations of the 
lajors : At length you have been deceived' by them, and 

by their advice, have cauſed complaints to be written by 
the Vizier, and have written complaints yourſelf agai 
me; and they have been laid before the Board, and an 
anſwer has been received. Whatever I do, I give infor- 
mation beforehand, What has been obtained by theſe com- 
plaints ? I have done no ill to you; but have kept you in 
office and you gave me no information of this corre- 
ſpondence—at length I am informed of it. I replied, The 
Majors had never attempted tricks and deceptions ; that 
every one ſought his own advantage; and that when his 
Highneſs ſaw that he (Mr. Briſtow) was not well-diſpoſed 
towards him, and that diſputes, and meaſures to deprive 
him of his authority, were daily brought forward, with= 
out remedy he had wrote his ſituation to that place whence 
he could look for redreſs. —He flew inſtantly into a rage, 
and ſaid, * What inſtance of deprivation of authority is 
there? and how has he been deprived of his authority?“ 
] replied, That in the affairs of his houſehold, of his ſer- 
vants, &c. he had reduced him to ſuch a condition, that 
the Nuvvaub had intreated, implored him, for God's ſake, 
telling him, “ that he got nothing by it; that he rendered 
him contemptible without reaſon, and brought diſcredit on 
himſelf :”” That he (Mr. Briſtow) refuſed to liſten to the 
Nuvvaub's repreſentations, and told him, that he would 
act ſo: That after much altercation he had promiſed, that 
upon the eſtabliſhment of his authority he would repreſent 
the buſineſs to the Governor and Gentlemen of the Coun- 
ci, in the ſtyle of a recommendation: That it was at that 
p_ that the Nuvvaub alſo wrote reſpecting his ſituation. 
e replied, ** What, after all, has been got by it? The 
Governor is not able to turn me out, and the complaints 
** againſt me have not been approved of by the Board.” 


I ſaid, that ſince the complaints had not been . of 


by the Board, why was he diſturbed; he ought to be happy, 
or pleaſed? that what would be the lot of his Highneſs, 
and our lot, we ſhould hereafter ſee.— He ſaid, Give me 
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ies of what has been written from hence.” I replied, 
That he had ſaid that he was Jong fince acquainted with all 
that was paſſing, and that copies of all the letters would be 
ſent to him by the Board : If that was the caſe, where was 
the neceſſity for demanding copies from me? After much 
fury and agitation, he ſaid, Still liſten to reaſon, and 
« unite with me; for by your junction with me affairs 
6 ſhall be conducted.“ I replied, that ſince the complaints 
had been laid before the Board, at laſt orders of approval or 
diſapproval of the Nuvvaub's requiſitions would arrive; 
that thoſe orders would be ſufficient. He anſwered, I 
« have received no letter from the Board—my friend has 
« wrote to me, that complaints againſt me, and a requi- 
« (jtion for my removal, and propoſals for paying the mo- 
4% ney, have been written by the Nuvvaub—that he will 
« pay off the whole of the Company's demands. Where 
&« is the money which he will pay? if it is forthcoming, 
„ why don't he pay it to me?” I told him, That the 
money which was formerly received was paid by his High- 
neſs ; and by the ſame means that he now got it from the 
Nuvvaub's country, his Highneſs could himſelf pay it 
with eaſe ; that the receipts of revenues from the coun 
did not depend upon his collection of them. He replied 
* Then you are not as yet acquainted with our character 
* that where we once obtain power, we never relinquiſh 
* that power, but add to it daily.“ I faid, that I had fre- 
quently obſerved ta him, that there were ſelect and choſen 
characters amongſt all nations and people; that the Gover- 
nor, from the obſervations I had made, was ſuch a perſon 
that perhaps there was none like him amongſt the people of 
his nation ; that one inſtance of his diſpoſition, and of his 
generoſity, was this—that whereas he (Mr. Briſtow) had 
delineated the national character, by ſaying, ** Where we 
* have obtained power, we never relinquiſh it, but add to 
« it daily; on the contrary, the Governor, on being ſa- 
tisfied of the Nuvvaub's difficulties, had allowed of a di- 
minution of the expences he laboured under, and had 
treated him with attention. He replied—Yes;' you ima- 
ine that the Governor will ſupport your intereſts—it will 
known hereafter. The Governor's fapport will be of 
no avail, Say he is the Governor ſtill—the three other 
Gentlemen of the Council are on my fide. . I anſwered, 
That fince the whole Council was on his fide, and that he 
was determined to annihilate the Nuvvaub's authority; 
that his Highneſs, ſeeing and knowing both his own ina- 
| bility and the Governor's, would fit down in patience ; and 
that when the Governor ſhould recover his power, he 
would obtain his rights. He faid, * The chain [of my 
friends] is eſtabliſhed in Europe—the Governor has _ 
x =_ a 
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«& the power to break \it—it will be better that you; join 
« with me; I will unite with you with my life and proper- 
« ty.” I replied, That while he continued in the conduct 
of affairs here, I would not be wanting in obedience ; that 
now there was no further room for conference on either 
fide : whatever orders ſhould come from the Board, thoſe 
ſhould be obeyed. He replied, ** Even this ſhall not force 
« me to. withdraw my band—K haun, ſay that you will 
« join with me.” Again I ſaid, that he had declared the 
buſineſs to be before the Board; that I would ſubmit to 
ſuch orders as ſhould be iſſued by the Board. He replied, 
« You catch at my words I have not received accounts 
« from the Board of the matter being brought before them; 
* and I tell you plainly, Hyder Beg Thaun Sahib, that 
«© what paſſes verbally between you and me, is no proof; 
4% whatever has been committed to paper, that is proof.” 
I replied, That, by God's bleſſing, his verbal declarations 
were more reſpectable than writings ; for what he ſaid, he 
ſaid upon reflection and deliberation : That all that had 
paſled between us hitherto had been verbal and in private, 
and alone; and that he had repeatedly declared, that he 
never would retract from what he ſaid, and that I gave cre- 
dit to it; but if we muſt now commit to paper, I ſaid, be 
it ſo. He replied, * Will you cauſe credit to be given alſo 
« to the falſehoods written from hence by Major Palmer ?” 
I ſaid, That I was not acquainted with Major Palmer's 
correſpondence ; what he has.communicated from me, that 
I know.—He continued filent : Again he ſaid, The al» 
«+ tercation about the ſeal, &c. which may be brought for- 
„ ward, what ſhall you ſay on the ſubject ? - You do not 
© conſult your own intereſts in writing complaints againſt 
„ us people—we Engliſh gentlemen, in the end, are all as 
« one perſon. You have ſo blaſted, and will blaſt, your 
reputation, that no one will confide in you.” I faid, 
To diſpute with me reſpecting the ſeal was needleſs ; that 
I had anſwered the queſtion a hundred times, and that m 
anſwer was {till the fame, which I had repeatedly declared, 
and given in writing: That I had never betrayed or in- 
formed againſt any Engliſh gentleman, to blaſt my reputa- 
tion (by ſuch circumſtance); and moreover, that it was 
from a regard to that particular that I did not give to him 
the papers relating to the conduct of Colonel Hannay : 
That he had forced them from me: That mankind, for the 
obtainment of their wiſhes, looked towards their Creator, 
and in this world towards their immediate ſuperior ; that to 
approve or diſapprove was at the diferttion of that ſuperior ; 
that in this reſpect there was no betraying or informing, nor 
any juſt cauſe for complaint, let the matter be attended to or 


rejeftcd. Again, be ſaid, ** With reſpect to the buſineſs 
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« of the Adalut, falſe reports have been unjuſtly circulated 
through the city—what buſineſs have I with theſe af- 
fairs? I replied, that till yeſterday it had been enjoined 
that the Adauſut Kutcharee ſhould not be held in the 
Kutcharee of the Nuvvaub's palace; that I ſhould cauſe 
four buildings in the city to be got ready and delivered up, 
one for tlie Adaulut, the ſecond for the Kutcharee of the 
Perfian Dewannee Dufter, the third for the Nuvvaub's 
houſehold, and the fourth for the treaſury of the Jageerdars 
aud Tunkhaudars, and that —— had gone erday re- 
ſpecting the four buildings. He replied, © I ſay this now, 
++ that the buildings ſhould be ſeparate; to put a ſtop to 
« irregularities, and murders, and houſe-breakings in the 
city of Lucknow, I propoſed, and do propole, the eſta- 
e bliſhment of the Adaulut. - I replied, that the regula- 
tions, and the police, &c. cach of them, as were in uſe in 
this country, had been laid before him; that the Daurogeh 
of the Adaulut was to paſs his decifion, according to the 
Shurra; that to go the rounds of the city, in the manner 
of a Cutwal,' was the bufineſs of an Officer of Police; that 
theſe irregularities were remedied formerly, and ſhould be 
now; and that the reports circulated amongſt the people 
were owing to Mr. Cooper, who had . the Erzees 
with the Duſtkbur in the ſtyle of a maſter or ſuperior lord. 
Exceedingly offended' at this obſervation, he replied, It is 
not ſo; he wrote on them for [the Nuvvaub's] information 
only. I anſwered, that he might ſend for the Erzees, and 
give them to any Mootaſuddee, and aſk him, whether that 
which was written, and the place where it was written, cor- 
reſponded with the Duſtkhut of a ſuperior Lord, or whether 
it was written for the purpoſe of giving information. He 
replied, ** It is evident that you mean to inform againſt 
me; I am under no ſort of apprehenſion—lI have received 
aſſurances from the Board- my mind is at caſe with re- 
ſpett to Europe W hat can any one do? I will eſtabliſh 
„my authority here —if you will unite with me, it is well 
«© —if not, I am no longer under obligations.“ I replied, 
as hetetofore, by declarations of obedience and ſubmiſſion. 
He anſwered, Much has been ſaid on that ſcore. At taking 
leave he ſaid, Don't let what has paſſed between us to- 
day be known to any one.” | 


From Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Khaun; written on the 
_—_ of Juramaud ul Awul, A. H. 1197, or 2d May, 
17 3+ : | yo 

Copy: Received at Calcutta, zoth of June, 1783. 
Uſual introduction. | 
I was informed to-day by the Mouluvvee Mahummud 

Mubegn, that in oppoſition to the contents of my letter, 

Ver. IV. G wiitten 
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written the day before yeſterday, you have treated him with 

at harſhneſs and ſeverity, and have given orders that he 
ſhould immediately hold the Adaulut Cutcharee in the Ba- 
radurree, and that you reproved the Mouluyvee for commu- 
nicating the ſtate of that place, and his own want of autho-- 
rity, to me; in conſequence of which, the Mouluvvee's 
mind is filled with alarms and apprehenſions. which have 
led him again to communicate his anxiety and uneaſineſs 
to me. Notwithſtanding you formerly wrote to me, in 
your letter of the 26th of Jummaud ul Awul, that you 
would apply to his Highneſs reſpecting another place, yet 
to-day, which is the 29th of Jummaud ul Awul, ſuch is 
the ſevere and harſh manner in which you have treated the 
Mouluvvee on this ſubject, it is matter of aſtoniſhment. 
The truth, in plain terms, is, that many people here ex- 
cuſe themſelves from coming to ſee me, both by letter and 
by meſſage, from their fears and apprehenſions of your re- 
ſentment. And it has come to my knowledge, that you, 
ſome days fince, publicly declared, . that whoever ſhould 
« viſit a certain perſon (thereby meaning me) ſhould not 
be the better for it.” You call yourſelf a dependant on 
the Company; be pleaſed to reflect whether ſuch barſhneſs | 
and ſeverity towards the Mouluvvee Mahummud Mubeen, 
and the intimidating people from holding communication 
with me, is proper: In my opinion this conduct is to be 
conſidered as the moſt pointed deficiency in your intentions, 
duty, and attachment to the Governor General. In tran- 
ſacting the affairs of the Company, and proving my at- 
tachment to his Highneſs's Surcar, I hope on every occaſion 
to receive the moſt effeQtual aſſiſtance and ſupport from 
you ; and that the friends, well-wiſhers, and dependants 
of both Surcars being united, they may continue to exert 
themſelves in performing their duty, and on this account, 
from the day of my arrival here, I have in the tranſaction 
of every buſineſs made my repreſentations. to his Highneſs 
through you ; and, except the conducting of the affairs of 
the Surcar agreeably to orders, I have entertained no other 
intentions towards you; with reſpe& to the Fouzdaree 
Adalut I have attended to it merely from a regard to the 
benefit and proſperity of mankind, and the due puniſhment 
of robberies and murders. I now write for your informa- 
tion, that in caſe any injury ſhould be offered towards the 
Mouluvvee, it will be jnconfiſtent with . friendſhip ; and 
that I will, at all events, protect his life and honour; and 
that by the non-eſtabliſhment of the Fouzdaree Adalut, I 
ſhall be freed from reſponſibility. And I again give you 
information that you muſt, agreeably to what I formerly 
wrote, fix upon a proper and convenient houſe, and deliver 
It over to the Moyluyvee. As I ſhall tranſmit all the wth 
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hich paſs between us reſpecting the Adaulut to the Go- 
vernor General, I therefore, from a principle of friendſhip, 


requeſt of you to favour me with a full and explicit anſwer 
on the above ſubjiect. | 


From Hyder Beg Khaun to Mr. Briſtow ; written on the 
29th of Jummaud ul Awul, A. H. 1197, or ad of May, 


1783. 


Uſual introduction. | | 
I have received your favour, and am ſurprized at the 
contents, that things ſhould have come to this paſs, that I 
ſhould be daily attending you, yet that people ſhould repre- 
ſent ſuch falſchoods, and that you, without inquiry, ſhould 
blame or condemn me upon them. How can I defend 
myſelf, if, in a matter in which a perſon aſperſes me with- 
out cauſe, I may not require an explanation from that per- 
ſon? In this cafe the fault cannot be proved upon me: It 
is moreover a matter of duty to acquit myſelf of ground- 
leſs aſperſions, that I ſhould inquire into them, and repre- 
ſent my innocence to you.—Y ou are pleaſed to fay, that 
inſtead of a houſe, I ordered a tent for the Adaulut Cut- 
charee : In this inſtance my ignorance is poſitively proved 
upon me. The reaſon for propofing the tent, | repreſent- 
fully to you yeſterday, that when his Highneſs was on 
his hunting excurfion, and you gave directions about a 
houſe, ſending a meſſage by. tlie Mouluvvee to that effect, 
I replied, that I had wrote an Erzee to his Highneſs re- 
ſpecting a place for the Adaulut Cutcharee ; and that if 
there was any open place near his dwelling, I would order 
a tent to be pitched for the purpoſe 'of holding the Cut- 
charee for three or four days, until orders ſhould arrive 
from the preſence : And this circumſtance has been repre- 
ſented from me in ſuch manner, that you conſtrue it into 
culpability of conduct on my part. How is it poſſible that 
I could order a tent for the perpetual Adaulut Cutcharee 
in the city? When his Highneſs's orders reſpecting the 
ace for the Adaulut Cutcharee arrived, I informed the 
ouluvvee; the Moluvvee, on the next day but one, told 
me that Mr. Cooper had directed him to bring to him a 
written deſcription or plan of the place allotted for the Cut- 
charee. I defired the Mouluvvee to go himſelf, and exa- 
mine it: He did fo, and declared that the place was conve- 
nient and ſpacious ; and that on the firſt of the month 
Jummaud ul Sauni, he would hold the Cutcharee Court 
therein; that there was another place adjoining, which, 
if jt could be cleared out and allowed. for his private uſe, 
would be convenient. I replied, that I would caute it to 
be cleared out, and given to him, i. e. the place where the 
| G 2 Lewaun 


102 Papers relating to Charges V. and XVI. 


written the — before yeſterday, you have treated him with 


great harſhneſs and ſeverity, and have given orders that he 
ſhould immediately hold the Adaulut Cutcharee in the Ba- 
radurree, and that you reproved the Mouluvvee for commu- 
nicating the ſtate of 

rity, to me; in conſequence of which, the Mouluvvee's 


mind is filled with alarms and apprehenſions. which have 
led him again to communicate his ' anxiety and uneaſineſs 


to me. Notwithſtanding you formerly wrote to me, in 
your letter of the 26th of Jummaud ul Awul, that you 
would apply to his Highneſs reſpecting another place, yet 
to-day, which is the 2gth of Jummaud ul Awul, ſuch is 


the ſevere and harſh manner in which you have treated the 


Mouluvvee on this ſubject, it is matter of aſtoniſhment. 
The truth, in plain terms, is, that many people here ex- 
cuſe themſelves from coming to ſee me, both by letter and 
by meſſage, from their fears and apprehenſions of your re- 
ſentment. And it has come to my knowledge, that you, 
ſome days ſince, publicly declared, that whoever ſhould 
« viſit a certain perſon (thereby meaning me) ſhould not 


be the better for it.” You call yourſelf a dependant on 


the Company; be pleaſed. to reflect whether ſuch harſhneſs 
and ſeverity towards the Mouluvvce Mahummud Mubeen, 
and the intimidating people from holding communication 
with me, is proper: In my opinion this conduct is to be 
conſidered as the moſt pointed deficiency in your intentions, 
duty, and attachment to the Governor General. In tran- 


ſacting the affairs of the Company, and proving my at- 
tachment to his Highneſs's Surcar, I hope on every occaſion 
to receive the moſt effectual aſſiſtance and ſupport» from 


you ; and that the friends, well-wiſhers, and dependants 
of both Surcars being united, they may continue to exert 


themſelves in performing their duty, and on this account, 
from the day of my arrival here, I have in the tranſaction 


of every buſineſs made my repreſentations to his Highneſs 


through you ; and, except the conducting of the affairs of 
the Surcar agreeably to orders, I have entertained no other 


intentions towards you; with reſpe& to the Fouzdaree 
Adalut I have attended to it merely from a regard to the 
benefit and proſperity of mankind, and the due puniſhment 


of robberies and murders. I now write for-your informa- 


tion, that in caſe any injury ſhould be offered towards the 
Mouluvvee, it will be inconfiſtent with friendſhip ; and 
that I will, at all events, protect his life and honour; and 
that by the non-eſtabliſhment of the Fouzdatee Adalut, I 
ſhall be freed from reſponſibility. And I again give you 


information that you muſt, agreeably to what I formerly 


wrote, fix upon a proper and convenient houſe, and deliver 


it over to the Moyluyyee. As I ſhall tranſmit all the letters 
Mos f / which 


— 


that place, and his own want of autho- 
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which paſs between us reſpecting the Adaulut to the Go- 
vernor General, I therefore, from a } >a op of friendſhip, 


ueſt of you to favour me with a full and explicit anſwer 
— the above ſubjea. | 


From Hyder Beg Khaun to Mr. Briſtow ; written on the | 
29th of Jummaud ul Awul, A. H. 1197, or ad of May, 


1783. 


Uſual introduction. | 
I have received your favour, and am furprized at the 
contents, that things ſhould have come to this paſs, that I 
ſhould be daily attending you, yet that people ſhould repre- 
ſent ſuch falſchoods, and that you, without inquiry, ſhould 
blame or condemn me upon them. How can I defend 
myſelf, if, in a matter in which a perſon aſperſes me with- 
out cauſe, I may not require an explanation frotn that per- 
ſon ? In this caſe the fault cannot be proved upon me: It 
is moreover a matter of duty to acquit myſelf of ground- 
leſs aſperſions, that I ſhould inquire into them, and repre- 
ſent my innocence to you,—Y ou are pleaſed to fay, that 
inſtead of a houſe, I ordered a tent for the Adaulut Cut- 
charee : In this inſtance my ignorance is poſitively proved 
upon me. The reaſon for propoſing the tent, | repreſent- 
fully to you yeſterday, that when his Highneſs was on 
his hunting excurſion, and you gave directions about a 
houſe, ſending a meſſage by. tlie Mouluyvee to that effect, 
I replied, that I had wrote an Erzee to his Highneſs re- 
ſpecting a place for the Adaulut Cutcharee ; and that if 
there was any open place near his dwelling, I would order 
a tent to be pitched for the purpoſe 'of holding the Cut- 
charee for three or foar days, until orders ſhould arrive 
from the preſence : And this circumſtance has been repre- 
ſented from me in ſuch manner, that you conſtrue it into 
culpability of conduct on my part. How is it pothble that 
I could order a tent for the perpetual Adaulut Cutcharee 
in the city? When his Highneſs's orders reſpecting the 
ace for the Adaulut Cutcharee arrived, I informed the 
ouluvvee; the Moluvvee, on the next day but one, told 
me that Mr. Cooper had direfted him to bring to him a 
written deſcription or plan of the place allotted for the Cut- 
charee. I defired the Mouluvvee to go himſelf, and exa- 
mine it: He did ſo, and declared that the place was conve- 
nient and ſpacious ; and that on the firſt of the month 
Jummaud ul Sauni, he would hold the Cutcharee Court 
therein ; that there was another place adjoining, which, 
if jt could be cleared out and allowed for his private uſe, 
would be convenient. I replied, that I wouid cauſe it to 
be cleared out, and given to him, i. e. the place where the 
We G 2 Lewaun 
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Dewaun Cutcharee, &c. were formerly held. This cirs 
cumſtance, too, has been repreſented to you as a fault on 
my part; that I had allotted two rooms for the Adaulut 


* Cutcharee ;” and that you have m—_ it in your letter, 


I ſpoke to the Mouluvvee on this ſubje&, and aſked him, 
as he had ſeen the place, whether it was two ſmall rooms, 
or a ſpacious daulaun ? He replied, that the place was ſpa- 
cious, and that he would hold the Cutcharee there on the. 
firſt of Jurmmaud ul Saune. I made theſe inquires to ac- 
quit myſelf of the aſperſions thrown upon me, as I had 
been blamed without cauſe or foundation, The attention 
paid to the Mouluvvee is as follows. 

When the execution of orders was angrily directed, the 
Mouluvve aſked me what he would do, if, according to the 
law, a perſon ſhould be convicted of corporal puniſhment ? 
I replied, that he ſhould execute the law without heſitation 
or apprehenſion ; and moreover, that if I myſelf ſhould be 
cited before that Court on any account, to eſtabliſh ſubmiſſion 
to the authority of the Court, and promote the due execu- 
tion of the ſentence or deciſion of the Shunar, I would be 
the firſt to ſubmit myſelf to its awards. Inquire into the 
truth of this circumſtance from the Mouluvvee, and let him 
anſwer upon oath. His Highneſs encouraged the Mouluv- 
vee to the full exerciſe of the duties of his office, by the 
ſtrongeſt aſſurances of protection and ſupport : Such being 
the caſe, be juſt, and decide, What blame can reſt with 
me reſpecting the eſtabliſhment of the Adaulut ? —With re- 
gard to your requiſition of a ſeparate, building, I have this 
day repreſented to his Highneſs, and will perſonally com- 
municate his anſwer to you. 1 dy: 

In anſwer to your declaration, that I forbid people from 
the attending you, with reſpe& to ſuch repreſentations, 
which are made by my enemies, it is both proper and juſt 
that you ſhould favour me ſo far as to aſcertain the truth of 
them. 1am myſelf conſtantly attending on you with fold- 
ed arms, and without evaſion ; why then ſhould I forbid 
others from attending you ? be pleaſed to let us come face 
to face, and then inquire of the perſon who bas commu- 


nicated this circumſtance to you, when it was that I made 


uſe of ſuch expreſſions to any one. For theſe fix years paſt, 
during which time I have ſerved and obeyed, and executed 
the commands of the Engliſh Gentlemen, I have never 


been wanting in duty, nor have I, on any account, ſuffer- 


ed blame or reproach ; but on the contrary, have always 
been treated with fayour and regard; and I know not now 
what kind of repreſentations people make to you, that, not- 
withſtanding a degree of obedience, duty, and ſabmiſſion, 
which has led me to execute many meaſures, in compli- 
ance with your orders, without the knowledge of his Fugh- 
| | Nets, 
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neſs, yet, relying on the repreſentations of my ies, 
who utter the moſt palpable faſehoods againſt | am 
blamed without inquiry or examination on your part. How 
is it poffible for me, who am an inferior, to live upon 
theſe terms? Be pleaſed to order it, and I will attend day 
and night in an office cloſe to your houſe. To the beſt of 
my knowledge I have not been, nor am deficient or evaſive 
in ſubmiſſion, obedience, and duty to the extreme. The 
diſpenſations of correſponding favour and of juſtice, depends 
upon your pleaſure. a 

Mouluvvee Mahummud Mubbeen has juſt come to me 
by your orders, and informed me, that the Adalut Cutcha- 
ree ſhall not be held in that place allotted for it in the Nuv- 
vaub's palace. That you have ordered him not to go there; 
and had ſaid, that if his Highneſs was to give a ſtill more 
extenſive building for the purpoſe, the Adalut Cutcharee 
ſhall not be held in the palace; that it ſhall be ſeparate from 
it. I replied to the Mouluvvee, that I was obedient to 
your orders, and that he alſo muſt obey them. 


From Mr. Briſtew to Hyder Beg Khaun, dated 29th of 
Jummaud ul Awul, A. H. 1197, or 2d May, 1783. 


Copy : Received at Calcutta, July zd, 1783. 


Uſual introduction. | 

Doubtleſs the Mouluvvee Mahummud Mubeen, out of 
relpe& to you, and ſeeing that you do not effectually aſſiſt 
in eſtabliſhing the Adulut, but on the contrary, reprove 
him with harſh and ſevere language, from neceſſity, in 
1 preſence, acquieſces in what you ſay; and J alſo, 
rom a regard to his well-being, have told him, on no ac- 
count to diſobey or deviate from your orders ; but to ac- 
uaint me with all that paſſes, that I may communicate 
the ſame to you, and converſe with you on the ſubje& in 
an amicable manner: At length wilful procraſtination on 
your part is manifeſt. After a length of delay, in anſwer 
to the requiſition for a commodious building, you firſt or- 
dered a tent, and then two ſmall apartments in the midſt 
of his Highneſs's palace, where it is abſolutely impracticable 
to admit the people at large, and to conduct the buſineſs of 
the Adaulut ; without remedy, I remarked the ſtate of the 
caſe to you in plain and direct terms. The truth is, that 
from the day of my arrival here to the preſent time, I have 
conſtantly recommended the eſtabliſhment of the Adaulut 
to you; and you, on your part, have profeſſed obedience, 
but have not, in any manner whatever, exerted yourſelf in 
carrying the meaſure into effect; on the contrary, with re- 
gard to the firſt requiſite, which is the Cutcharee, you have 
uſed various evaſions; nor K you yet allotted a place = 
3 
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the ee. The uſe of improper expreſſions, the falſe- 
hoch hich is evident as the ſun, is to be conſidered as 
vexations to both. I therefore demand a plain anſwer from 
you: Will you allot a commodious building within the 
city of Lucknow for the purpoſe, or will you evade it, as 
heretofore? With reſpect to your denying having intimi- 
dated people from coming to me, the names of thoſe people, 
and the particular converſations, I will, in due ſeaſon, make 
known, and prove to the Governor General : To inform 
ou of the names of thoſe people would be improper. 
You muſt remember your own declarations. Although 
at preſent you appear to deny, yet, be aſſured, ſooner or 
later, you will find them unanſwerable. It gives me great 
concern that things ſhould come to ſuch a paſs, as to ne- 
ceſſitate me, for the preſervation of my own honour, to 
write every thing thus without palliation or diſguiſe. 
Concludes as uſual. 


From Hyder Beg Khaun, to Mr. Briſtow, dated the gth 
of Jummaud u' Sauni, A. H. 1197, or 12th May, 1 783 


Uſual introduction. | | 
I have received your favour. I have heretofore repeat- 
edly declared, and I now declare, that I am obedient to 
our gy + Act in what manner you think proper, 
make no objections. Reſpecting the difference between 
your verbal and written communications, I have not the 
power, or preſumption, to deviate from the truth in my re- 
preſentations on the ſubject; and with regard to your ob- 
fervations on the period fixed on by me, 1s the following 
circumſtance in your opinion true, or not ?—That I-was 
at that very period ſuffering under the affliction conſequent 
to the death of my child ? N 
With reſpect to the plan and the bundobuſt, I make no 
evaſions or objections; act in whatever manner you may 
think proper. There is one important point in the pro- 
poſed plan, which is the bringing forward and employing 
the Rajah Soorut Sing. the abolition of the Neabut Duftur, 
and my expulfion, without fault on my part, from the du- 
ties of my office. I am obedient, and will continue to exe- 
cute your commands as far as is in my power. This is my 
anſwer to the plan. Act as you may think proper, I am 
obedient, and make no objections. | X 
Concludes as uſual. 


From 
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From Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Khaun ; written on the 
21ſt of Jummad u' Saunnee, or 24th May, 1783. 
Copy: Received at Calcutta, June 5th, 1783. 
Uſual introduction. 

I have on all occafions ſhewn the readieſt obedience to 
the commands of the Governor General, and have con- 
ducted myſelf with the moſt profound and ſincere reſpect 
towards him ; and moreover, Fe conſtantly adviſed and 
counſelled you to be ſtedfaſt in your duty, obedience, and 
attachment to him; and at this juncture eſpecially, when 
various and uncommon reports are circulating, that you 
ſhould exhibit greater proofs than before of your attachment 
and fidelity. If I have at any time, either in writing, or verbal- 
ly, expreſſed myſelf diſreſpectfully towards the Governor Ge- 
neral, or have, ſpoken depreciatingly ox reflectingly of him, 
or have countenanced orencouraged lach behaviour in others, 
be pleaſed to declare it plainly to me in writing. I ſome 
time ſince wrote to you, and delivered to you certain orders 
received from the Governor General; and at the time when 
I put them into your hands, I told you plainly and unambi- 

uouſly, that many incendiaries, to bias the mind of the 
88 General to ruin the affairs of the Sircar, and to 
deſtroy the friendſhip ſubſiſting between you and me, have 
communicated, and will communicate, as mine, various 
calumnies which I have never uttered. 

In order to remove every doubt and ſuſpicion, on every 
ground, I have communicated to you without ceremony 
my real and undiſguiſed ſentiments and intentions; and 
over and above this, for your ſecurity and ſatisfactioh in 
the execution of the general plan, I agreed, at your inſtance, 
to the Coulnameh, a copy of which comes encloſed. With 
reſpe& to the general plan, if there are any expreſſions 
therein which appear to convey reflections or complaints 
againſt you, it is not material- point them out to me, and 
they ſhall be altered in any manner you may think proper. 
My object has been, by every poſſible means, in conjunc- 
tion and in friendſhip with you, to carry the Governor 
General's commands into execution, and that no ſuſpicions 
whatever ſhould exiſt on either fide. What is the ſubſtance 
of the reports which have been circulated reſpecting the in- 
ſtability of the Governor General? Be pleaſed to inform 
me, un endeavoured to promote the continuance of 
the friendſhip ſubſiſting between us, and in no manner 
whatever has there been any failure on my part; on the 
contrary, I have ſhewn great kindneſs to you. It is neceſ- 
fary that ' v5 ſhould anſwer all the particulars of this letter 

tim 


clearly, proper and falſe reports may not hercafter be 
_ cuculated, | | 
Concludes as uſual, 
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From Hyder Beg Khaun, to Mr. Briſtow'; written 22d of 
Jummaud u' Sauni, A. H. 1197, or 25th of May, 1783. 


Copy: Received at Calcutta, th June, 1783. 
Your favour of yeſterday, the 21ſt of Jummaud u' Saum, 
1197, has arrived, With regard to the converſations re- 
{ Hing the Governor General, you have directed that I 
ſhould communicate them to you fully and particularly, 1 
have repeatedly declared, that whenever you command me 
to write and commit to paper the converſations which have 
paſſed on any ſubje&, I am without remedy, and muſt 
write that which is matter of fat; notwithſtandang, in 
writing on ſuch matters, I am apprehenfive of your anger. 
The reflections and cenſures which you have repeatedly 
uttered againſt the Governor General, together with the 
particulars reſpecting his diſmiſſion, are well known to 
yourſelf, It muſt be in your remembrance, that no other 
perſon was prefent at theſe converſations, fo as to leave 
room for ſuſpicions of ſalſe repreſentations by any one. I, 
who am a dependant on the Governor General, have for 
theſe five months paſt, tedly heard from you accounts 
of the Governor's diſmiſion, and from the apprehenſions 
roduced thereby, have paſt my days and nights like one 
Fae deprived of exiſtence ; and the cenſures which you 
threw out againft the Governor, during the converſations 
reſpecting his diſmiſſion, were ſuch as tended to increaſe 
my aſtoniſhment and confuſion ; and my anxieties reſpect- 
ing my own fituation were unremitting. At this juncture 
a letter has arrived from the Kaja Gobind Raum, with in- 
formation of the Governor's being continued or confirmed 
by the Council of England (i. e. the Court of Proprietors) 
which happy intelligenee I confider as the means of my fu- 
ture exiſtence, I am at all times obedient to your com- 
mands, and in every reſpe& J neither have diſobeyed, nor 
do diſobey or object to them. To mention it is inconſiſt- 
ent with reſpe&; but I never required coulnameh from 
ou; you, of your own accord, under the pretence of the 
Gorethets diſmiſſion, and the approaching arrival of other 
Gentlemen from Europe, propoſed a bundabuſt and Coul- 
naumeh after a different form. Whenever you repeated to 
me the intelligence of the Governor's diſmiſſion, confound- 
ed and diſmayed, and apprehenſive from your temper, I was 
uled to make no objection; my anſwers wore the ap- 
pearance of acquieſcence, and I ping filence and procraſ- 


tination to your injunctions reſpecting the coulnaumeh, As 
ſoon as you diſcovered my diſſimulation on this ground, 
you then drew out and delivered to me a copy of the coul- 
naumeh, and a copy of the plan of arrangement different 
from the former ; I hoſe which you firſt propoſed to — 
| my 
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muſt undoubtedly be in your remembrance. I am in the 
ſituation. of a fervant, and the apprehenfons I entertain 
from your anger are great. It would be better that thefe 
matters ſhould remain undiſcloſed; it is well; that which 
has actually paſt in converſation and in correſpondence, 
without remedy, that I relate, notwithſtanding I conſidet 
it as inconſiſtent with the duties of ſubordination, 


From Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Khaun ; written on the 
23d of the month of Jummud © Sauni, A. H. 1195. 
or 26th of May, 1783. 


| y: Received at Calcutta, 5th June, 1782. 
Uſual — — nn 
Meer Mahummud Hooſſein Attau haun waits upon 
u with an account of the particulars wanting to the ge- 
neral plan. I requeſt that you will give orders for the ne- 
ceflary papers to be delivered. 28 : 
Conclud as uſual. 


o 


From Mr. Briftow to Hyder Beg Khaun; written on the 
24th of Jummaud © Sauni, A. H. 1197, or 27th of 
May, 1783. 


Copy: Received at Calcutta, 7th June, 1783. 
Uſual introduction. 

. Your letter of the 22d of the month Jummaud © Sauni 
in reply to mine, concerning the ſlanderous repreſentations 
of incendiaries, who have propagated, and continue to pro- 
pagate, reports abſolutely contradictory to truth, has ar- 
rived—to my utter aſtoniſhment. My ſurprize and amaze- 
ment at the contents thereof, are beyond deſcription !— 
That you ſhould guide the pen of calumny, to write 
things which never once entered into my imagination, and 
relate ſuch circumſtances as theſe, of which I have no 
knowledge whatever. To reply at length to ſuch particu- 
lars, which are totally void of foundation and exiſtence, 
would be vain; except with reſpe& to the circumſtance of 
the coulnaumeh, which you ſay was firſt propoſed by me.— 
True, I was the firſt propoſer of this coulnaumeh, and my 
motive for it was this ;—when I ſaw, at the expiration of 
ſeven months, that, owing to your procraſtination, none 
of the affairs of the Surcor were brought to a concluſion, 
therefore, in order to 3 a perfect reconciliation on 
your part, I propoſed the coulnawmeh, purely for the pur- 
poſe of carrying into execution the commands of the Go- 
vernor General ; that being united together, every poſſible 
means might be uſed by us jointly to give 2 to the 
Nuvvaub's government, and caſe and happineſs to the pay 
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ple, which are the Governor General's. firſt objects. And 
at the time when I was thus endeavouring to ſatisfy" your 
mind, and reconcile your heart, you, in return, and con- 
trary to truth, by miſinterpretations, fictions, and falſe- 


| hoods, tranſmitted daily accuſations and complaints againſt 
me to the Governor General. | 


I remember the anſwer which you gave to me when I 
propoſed the coulnaumeh, which was That it had long 
4% been the wiſh of your heart;“ and calling me, with 
many praiſes and NN on my underſtanding and 
generoſity, your benefactor, you declared, That your 
« life and fortune depended on my kindneſs.” Notwith- 
ſtanding which, ſuch are the complaints and accuſations, 
totally devoid of truth, which you have written and tranſ- 
mitted | By the bleſſing of God, ſuch calumnies and groſs 
falſehoods will not meet with credit any where: And not- 
withſtanding this conduct on your part, I am ready from 
my heart and foul to carry into execution the ral plan, 


- agreeably to the commands of the Governor General, and 


the other officers of the two Surcors. I requeſt that you 
will come to me to-morrow, as there are ſeveral matters of 
importance to be executed by us in conjunction with each 
other. ; | : | 
Concludes as uſual, 


From Hyder Beg Khaun to Mr. Briſtow ; written on 


the 24th of Jummaud © Sauni, or 27th of May, at 
Night. 5 „ eee 45 * 


. eee 
| Copy: Received at Calcutta, 7th June, 1783. 
Vour favour 2 Yar at twelve o'clock hh night : I.. 
ſwer to what you have ſaid concerning your declarations 
reſpecting the Governor General, I am à ſervant, and you 
are the ruler, nor is it in my power to make falſe repreſenta- 
tions. You have y, in the moſt particular 'and 
circumſtantial manner, mentioned the Governor's diſmiſ- 
ſion, and thrown out refletions againſt him; in this par- 
ticular, I have not repreſented any thing contrary to the 
truth; all that you have ſaid with reſpe& to me at certain 
times, and which I have ted to you, with fear for my 
life and honour, that alſo I well remember. You are the 
ruler of the preſent time, and I am a ſervant under autho- 
rity; whatever you ſhall command, in the plenitude of 


your power, with reſpect thereto I am without remedy. I 


formerly repreſented to you, that in relating the matter of 
fact, I was under apprehenſions from your anger, 


From 


as $$, © * 
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From Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Khaun, written on the 
3d of the month Rujjub, A. H. 1197, or 4th of June, 
1783. 

| Copy: Received at Calcutta, June 17th, 1783. 
Uſual incedoctien. l "8 

Agreeably to your advice, I wrote to the Nuvvaub Vi- 
zier of the Empire. A copy of the ſhoccah which has ar- 
rived from his Highneſs, in reply, comes incloſed. Before 
the diſpatach of my arzee to his Ig vs I repeatedly 
heard from you, that the houſe of the Nuvvaub Shau Jung 
had been fixed upon, with his Highneſs's conſent, for the 
Foujdaree Adaulut, and that nothing remained but to clear 
it of the property lodged therein ; Now the caſe appears to 
be different. 

That which was determined with reſpect to Mukhoo 
Khaun, was determined in your preſence, and with your 
approbation ; no objections with reſpeC to propriety or im- 
propriety, were then made. 

It is manifeſt and apparent, that by your regulations the 
eſtabliſhment of the Adaulut and the protection of the city 
have not been effected; but on the contrary, that the evils 
appear to be daily encreaſing. Therefore, from an atten- 
tion to the general tranquillity, to my own ſafety, and the 
ſafety of my dependants, I cannot negle& the means neceſ- 
fary for their ſecurity, as it appears, from the contents of 
his Highneſs's ſhoccah, that you negle& to exert yourſelf 
in the due management of theſe affairs, on which the ſafe- 
ty of both life and property depends : I therefore am not 
anſwerable for the good or bad conſequences thereof.” I 
conſider prolixity as productive of unneceſlary trouble to us 
both ; and from a ſuppoſition that perhaps the contents of 
the Governor General's letter (which. I formerly incloſed-to 
you in one from myſelf) may be forgotten, therefore I 
again incloſe you the copy of a paragraph worthy of confi- 
deration, from the letter of the Governor General. 

Concludes as uſual. 


From the Nuvvaub Vizier to Mr. Briſtow. 


Your letter informing me that the year is expired, and 
the bundobuſt for the new year about to be ſettled ; there- 
fore propoſing that I ſhould return to Lucknow, and per- 
fonally put in train the affairs of the ſucceeding year, has 
arrived, has diſcloſed its contents, and given me fatisfac- 
tion by the information of your welfare. 

I underſtand that you are cauſing the houſe of the late 
Nuvvaub Shau Jung to be cleared out for the Adaulut, and 


that you have impriſoned Mukhou Khaun, the * 
| e 
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the city, on account of an attack made by banditti on the 
Dookhaun of Juvvauir Mull. It is matter of great aſto- 
niſhment to me, that my people ſhould conſider your or- 
ders as equivalent to mine, and that you, at the inſtigation 
of ſelf-intereſted people, ſhould be induced to entertain ſuch 
intentions, which appear highly inconſiſtent with the friend- 
ſhip due from you. I write to you, therefore, to put a 
ſtop to the proceedings 3 the houſe of the Nuv- 
vaub Shau Jung, and to make u 

me for the Adaulut, and to ſet Mukhou Khavn at liberty; 
fince Mukhou Khaun has not that number of troops and 
people with him as can enable him to guard and cover the 
city, which is of great length and extent, from robberies 
and the aſſaults of banditti; it is therefore requiſite that, 
from regard to the friendſhip between us, and to juſtice, 
you ſet him at liberty. 

With reſpe& to what you have written concerning my 
return to Lucknow, in order to put the affairs of the Sur- 
car in train, the aſſignment of the tunkaw of the Engliſh 
Surcor is, by God's favour, perfect and complete, nor is 
there any defect in it; and for the wage" 1G of all the 
affairs of my country and government, Hyder Beg Khaun 
has full authority from me, and is conſtantly employed in 
the management of thoſe affairs. In fact, for ſome ſhort 
time I ſhall not return; when 1 is finiſhed, 
and a bridge prepared, which will be ſhortly, I ſhall croſs 
over my troops, and ſhall return, taking the amuſement of 
the chace in my way. | 

Concludes as uſual. 


Extract from a Letter to Hyder Beg Khaun from the Go- 
vernor General; written on the 20th October, 1782, 
and encloſed to Mr. Briſtow. Fonts 4 


1 write this thus plainly, from two motives ; the firſt is, 
to ſhew how thin the veil is by which you attempt to cover 
this policy ; and of courſe to convince you, that I ſhall 
receive and conſtrue every fimilar declaration, however 
made to me from the Nuvvaub, and every letter written 
in his name, tending to deſtroy or leſſen the friendſhip 
ſubſiſting between us, as your declaration, as your letter: 
the ſecond 1s, that as I do not ſo much aſcribe theſe arti- 
fices to you, as to the evil councils and encouragements 
which you have lately received from other perſons, whoſe 
names I need not mention, you may ſee and know on 
what terms you may expect hereafter to retain that friend- 
ſhip and ſupport which I have hitherto given you. For 
the reſt I refer you to Mr. Briſtow, to whom, both ver- 
bally and in writing, 1 have communicated eyery tittle of 

my 
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my ſentiments, intentions, and expectations upon this 
ſubject. 


From Hyder Beg Khaun to Mr. Briſtow ; written on the 
3d of the Month Rujjub, A. H. 1197, or 4th of June, 


1783. 3 p 


Your favour has arrived—I am a ſervant what can 1 
preſume to ſay in reply? ſuch is the degree of confidera- 
tion in which I ſtand with you, that I am condemned for 
not performing impoſſibilities. In the ſpirit of obedience 
and ſubmiſſion to your commands, I have from an appre- 
henſion for my honour, done many things without the 
knowledge, and contrary to the pleaſure of his Highneſs, 
and am day and night employed in fultilling your plea- 
ſure. Notwithſtanding which, the only praiſes I have 
heard from you have been reproaches : yet have I never 
been deficient in fulfilling your every command on every 
ſubject: and I am ſtill, with folded arms, ready to receive 
them. When I look back with the minuteſt attention into 
my paſt conduct, I cannot diſcover my crimes; to the 
fatality of the times it muſt be imputed, that after fix years 
ſervice exerted in the affairs of the Company's Surcor, 
with credit and applauſe, I am now condemned by you 
without cauſe, and on the moſt trifling grounds. ; 

You ſpoke to me repeatedly reſpecting the Bundobuſt 
for the new year, notwithſtanding the preſent year 13 not 
near expired. In conſequence of your importunities I re- 
preſented to you that his Highneſs was the maſter and 
prince of the country, and that you muſt call him back to 

ucknow. Agreeably to your deſire his Highneſs made 
two marches towards this place, and is about to arrive. I 
have ſent to you the Shoccah which came to your addreſs, 

His Highneſs allotted the building in which the Dewan- 
nee ame and others, were formerly held, for the, 
Cutchary of Adaulut, and the Mouluvvee Mahummed 
Mubbeen approved of the place—you were pleaſed to forbid 
it; the cauſe of your forbidding it I cannot preſume to 
mention, , You were pleaſed to require the Dewaun 
Khauneh of the Nuvvaub Shau Jung: his Highneſs con- 
flantly replied, that he had alloted a place, and that the 
Cutchary might be held there. As ſoon as his Highneſs 
had taken leave of you, and proceeded on his hunting ex- 
curſion, when you peremptorily ordered the Dewaun 
Khaneh of the Nuvvaub Shau Jung, I wrote an erzee on 
the ſubject to his Highneſs, who wrote to me in reply,” 
that r belonging to him was contained therein, and 
that I ould defire you to let the matter be poſtponed 
until his return; to which you conſented. On the = 
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of examination reſpecting the robhery, you angrily di- 
rected that the Dewaun Khaneh of the Nuvvaub Shay 
Jung ſhould be cleared for the purpoſe of holding the 
Adaulut Cutchary therein that very day ; adding, that you 
would. liſten to no excuſes whatever, I repreſented that 
the property contained therein belonged to his Highneſs, 
You replied, © By my orders remove it.“ One of your 
Chobedars attend me. I ſent the meſſage to his Highneſs's 
Khaunſaumaun agreeably to your commands, and your 
Chobedar alſo communicated your orders, After this I 
repreſented to you that it was not cuſtomary to remove the 
property of the pooreſt perſon from his habitation, with - 
out the conſent of the owner. His Highneſs was offended 
with me, demanding to know why I preſumed to remove 
his property. And theſe are the angry declarations which 
I receive from you, That the objections are not his 
« Highneſs's, but mine.” His Highneſs, on the other 
hand, reprehends me, and demands to know why 1 re- 
move his property; adding, that he had appointed a place 
for the Cutchary, and that the Adaulut Cutchary might be 
held there. Do me the juſtice to reflect, ſo circumſtanc- 
ed, what is it in my power to do? by both parties I am 
reproved and reprehended, without the exiſtence of a cauſe. 
The Adaulut Cutchary is the Adaulut Cutchary every 
where. With reſpect to what you ſay, concerning Muk- 
hou Khaun—on the day the Banditti attacked the houſe of 
the merchant, Mukhou Khaun, and the brother of the 
Mouluvva, and the Cutwaul, on the part of the Moul- 
uvva, were in confinement before I waited upon you. On 
iny arrival I was called to account in the language of the 
day of judgment. You repeatedly ſaid that the robbery 
was committed with the connivance of Mukhou K haun, 
and that you would put him to death : I, as correſponding 
with obedience — ſubmiſſion, had not the power to 
make any reply, but ſuch as implied belief and acknow- 

ledgement. | | 
You are pleaſed to ſay, that it is manifeſt and appa- 
rent that by my regulations the eſtabliſhment of the Adau- 
lat, and the ſecurity of the city, have not been effected. 
The juſt and fair ſtate of the caſe is this :—by much impor- 
tunity, before your arrival; I cauſed the Moulluvvee Ma- 
hummud Mubbeen Khaun to be appointed Daurogeh of 
Adaulut; which circumſtance the Mouluvvee himlelf has 
repeatedly declared to you, According to the modes and 
forms of Adaulut agreeably to the inſtitutions of us Ma- 
hummadans, as eſtabliſhed in the Governments of the 
Princes and Ameers of Hindoſtan from the beginning of 
the world, the Daurogeh of Adaulut ſhall in all cauſes 
brought before him decide thereon, and paſs judgment 
es hs agreeably 
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agreeably to the Shurreh; in ſuch manner is the Mouluv- 
vee impowered to act. Before your arrival he decided on 
the cauſes brought before him, nor has judgment been ſuſ- 
pended or delayed in any cauſe decided by him, by undue 
influence, or from any motive whatever, The chaſtiſe- 
ment of thefts and robberies, and the protection of the 
country and the city, are duties appertaining to the Prince 
of the country ; nor, according to the cuſtoms' and prac- 
tices of us Mahummudans, has the Daurogeh of Adaulut 
any connection therewith. Such events as robberies and 
aſſaults made by Banditti, are neither new nor uncommon ; 
ſuch accidents have occafionally happened in all ages, and 
in every part of this empire. In like manner, the ne- 
ceſſary remedies have been applied by the Princes thereof. 
Thus, when the late Nuvvaub Shuja u' Dowlah, with a 
numerous —_ and a brigade of the Engliſh forces, was 
encamped at Shahabad, an attack was made on the ban- 
kers of the Bazar, ſeveral of the Shroffs and people of the 
camp were killed and wounded. In the cantonments of the 
brigade at Caw — two ſimilar attacks were made by Boon- 
dalekhund Banditti, from the other fide of the Jumna, and 
ſeveral people were wounded. Such accidents as theſe 
have happened in other places, both far and near, not- 
— the rulers thereof were, by God's favour, 
competent and active in the conduct of governmental af- 
fairs. The relation of ſimilar inſtances would be endleſs, 
nor are ſuch circumſtances to be imputed to the inattention 
of Government; whenever ſuch accidents have happened 
Princes have-detached troops to chaſtiſe the offenders. In 
this empire of Hindoſtan the office of Daurogeh of Adau- 
lut has not been eſtabliſhed for the apprehending and bring- 
ing to puniſhment malefaftors : here alſo the neceſſary 
precautions have at all times been taken. Thus, during 
the diſturbance at Benares, his Highneſs and we, the Mi- 
niſters, were at Chunar; the tranquillity of the city was 
then ſecured by the Peadas of the Sehbundee, under the 
direction of Raja Tikait Roy; and this very Mukhoo 
Khaun was at the time preſent here, or in office, yet, 
through the favour of God, no accident whatever happen- 
ed on that occaſion, I have now ſtationed guards round 
the city, and am uſing my endeavours to repair the miſ- 
chief which has happened. I have already informed you 
reſpecting the implements of robbery taken from the Ban- 
ditti Zemindars, and delivered up, and. I have diſpatched 
people ro chaſtize thoſe villages which have been pointed 
out as the receptacles of theft and robbery, I have written 
to the Aumils to the ſame effect. The Zemindars of the 
villages, from the apprehenſion of puniſhment, have ab- 
ſconded, and ſecreted themſelyes ; and the pegple ſent by 

me 
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me are lying in wait to apprehend them. In a few days 
the reſult of the meaſures taken in conſequence of the late 
robbery ſhall be made known to you. : 

This accident is imputed to my negligence and inatten- 
tion: I am a ſervant, and am deemed every way culpable 
by you; in other words, I am condemned for not perform- 
ing impoſſibilities. Whatever may be your pleaſure, you 
will act agreeably thereto, no one has the power to object; 
for the truth is, that you are the ruler, and his Highneſs 
and we, the Miniſters, are ſubject to your authority. Your 
intentions in the affair of the Adaulut are evident, and un- 
der this pretence you have fixed blame upon me. Your de- 
termination is to effect the objeA of your intentions. You 
are the ruler and maſter, and will act, in the fullneſs of 

our power, as you may think proper. The pleaſure of 
U. Highneſs is, that the buſineſs of the Adaulut ſhall be 
under the management of the Mouluyvee Mahummud 
Mubbeen, and that all matters of litigation ſhall be decided 
agreeably to the Shurrch. Your ſecret determination is of 
a different nature. Such being, the caſe, why do you 
throw blame upon us? Act agreeably to your pleaſure; 
the ſubjeAs of authority have no reſource but ſubmiſſion 
and acquieſcence. Reſpecting your ſuſpicions,” that the 
objections are not his Highneſs's, but mine, his Highneſs 
is at hand, be pleaſed to require from him an explanation 
upon oath ; and it will then be known whether the ob- 
jections are mine, or whether they are his Highneſs's ob- 
jections. . 1 1 


From Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg haun; written on the 
4th of the Month of Rujjub, A. H. 1197, or sth of 
June, 1783. "© = of 


Copy : Received at Calcutta, June 17th, 1783, 


Uſual introduction. | 

 Yourletter, in reply to mine, relating to the Adaulut, 
&c. has arrived; I am made acquainted with the contents 
thereof. You write that, correſponding to obedience and 
ſubmiffion, and under apprehenſions for your honour, you 
have done many things by my directions, without the 
knowledge, and contrary to the pleaſure of his Highneſs, 
and that you are day and night employed in fulfilling my 
pleaſure, My friend, you have repeatedly and continually 
wrote to me, magnified declarations of your obedience, but 
] have not hitherto difcovered any the leaſt ſign of its ex- 
iſtence; and reſpecting the tranſacting affairs without the 
knowledge, and contrary to the pleaſure of his Highneſs, 
L have conſtantly forbidden, and do forbid you to do it. 
Thus when I obtained knowledge of your accuſtomed 
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practice to apply the ſeal to Perwaunchs without his High- 


nels's knowledge, I forbid it in the ſtrongeſt terms, as a 
thing which would be productive of much miſchief to 
you. As far as the duties of friendſhip extended, I have 


with. the greateſt ſincerity urged to you the bad conſe- 


uences of it; but fince that advice has made no impreſ- 
fon upon you, and that you are conſtantly bringing this 
circumſtance forward, you will take the conſequences upon 
yourſelf. I have ſaid, that if any urgent buſineſs ſhould 
occur, ſuch as I could not allow to be poſtponed or ſuſ- 
nded, that in ſuch caſe I would carry it into execution 
by my own authority ; but hitherto it has never come to 
paſs that I have exerciſed that authority; and by God's 
favour, the friendſhip between his Highneſs and tlie Go- 
vernor General is ſo firmly eſtabliſhed and cemented, that 
in the end every thing will be ſettled and concluded agree- 
ably to the pleaſure of both. If you have done many 
things in this way, the act is yours I have nothing to do 
with it. a 
Reſpecting the frequency of robberies, which you ſay 
have happened at all periods : true — examples of robberies 
are to be met with from the earlieſt times; effectually to 
vent and eradicate ſuch evils is impoſhble, notwithſtarid- 
ing, except by the eſtabliſhment of the Foujdaree Adaulut. 
It was my intention to engage in the fruitleſs labour of 
ſuch a long and tedious correſpondence, From neceſſity I 
have briefly written thus much. 
Concludes as uſual. 


From Hyder Beg Khaun to Mr. Briſtow ; written on the 
4th of Rujjub A. H. 1197, or 5th June, 1783. 


Copy: Received at Calcutta, 17th June, 1783. 


Uſual introduction. 


Your favour has arrived ;—you are the ruler ;—all your 
commands, on all occaſions, I have obeyed. Why do 
you blend or confound your preceding and ſubſequent or- 
ders together? as long as you continve to demand of me 
* why I introduced the name of his Highneſs ?”” adding, 
„that which I direct, you muſt perform, and not allow 
* the execution thereof to depend on his Highneſs's 
„ knowledge, or want of knowledge reſpecting it, other- 
« wiſe it will not be well for you I agreeably to your 
orders did as you directed. From various cauſes, which 
to relate would be inconſiſtent with reſpect, you ſay, that 
meaſures muſt not be carried into execution without his 
Highneſs's knowledge and approbation ; I act accordingly : 
and on this — alſo, reſpecting ſuch matters which 
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you direct to be done, and which his Highneſs thinks pro- 
per to diſapprove of, and object to, you are pleaſed to ex- 
preſs your reſentment and anger againſt me; aſſerting, that 
theſe objections are not his Highneſs's, but mine; this 
being the caſe, in juſtice reflect on theſe your own com- 
mands. Yow have ſaid, that as ſoon as you was informed 
of my accuſtomed practice, you forbid it, directing that 


meaſures ſhould not be executed without the approhation 


of his Highneſs : be pleaſed to conſider the nature of your 
own commands ; and whether what has been done apper- 
tained to nie, or depended on your orders; and conſe- 
quently, whether the accuſtomed practice was mine or 
yours: when you have commanded any thing io be done 
with peremptorineſs and paſſion, in obedience to you | 
have done it ; whatever orders have been given at different 
times, the circumſtances of thoſe times are ſeparate, or 
diſtin& from each other. What advantage could follow to 
me, in this bufineſs, that I ſhould do fuch things without 
ho 2248 and contrary to the pleaſure, of his High- 
[neſs | | . ISS 

It is undoubted that the Governor General has, and 
will continue to have, a great regard and friendſhip for 
his Highneſs. His Highneſs alſo is devoted to the Go- 
_ pleaſure, nor heſitates in any manner whatever to 

u ; | 


The two following lefters from Sir John Cumming 
having been received and circulated, are alſo recorded. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 4 
I have the honour to inform your Honourable Board, 


that the depredations committed by the Sieks in his Ex- 


celleney's'dominions, and the apprehenſions of till greater 
damage, have rendered it unavoidably neceſſary to detach 
two regiments, with a proportion of artillery, under the 


command of Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon, towards Anop- 


ſheer. The' copies of the correſpondence between the Re- 
ſident and me, which accompany this letter, make it un- 
neceſſary to enter into particulars, as it would be only a 
repetition of circamftances therein contained. I am of 
opinion that the march of this detachment will effectually 
leave the Vizier's diſtrits ; ſhould it prove otherwiſe, I 
propole marching with two -more regiments to ſome'con- 
venient place on the Jumna, oppoſite Anopſheer, where 
the ſmallneſs of the diſtance will render a jun&ion eaſy, 
and to be effected, if requiſite, in a ſew hours. In the 
meaſures I have adopted, I have not loft ſight of the cau- 
tion ſo ſtrongly enjoined by your Honourable B U 


detaching; but I think it, on tl.e preſent occaſion, indiſ- 
| -petlably 
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penſably requiſite, both for the ſecurity of the Vizier's ter- 
ritoties, and to convince the native powers of our readineſs 
on all occaſions to ſupport him againſt his enemies, whether 
foreign or domeſtic, „ 

L hope the opinions I have given to the Vizier and reſi- 
dent, and the fteps I have taken, will meet with the a 
probation of your Honourable, Board, and I with much for 
tlie honour of having your ſentiments made known to me 
on this occaſion, 8 

Futty Ghur, J have the honour to be, &c. 
16th March, 1783. (Signed) JOHN CUMMING. 


Copy of a Letter from the Refident to Colonel Sir John 


Sir, os 

The incloſed Perſian paper is an arzee from the Naib of 
Com Gunge to Almas Ali Khan, containing intelligence 
in many parts. The inconſiderable force which has re- 
ſiſted the Seiks may juſtly flatter us with hopes that the 
enemy cannot be very formidable. The diſſentions among 
the Chiefs at Delhi have furniſhed an opportunity to the 
Sejks to advance in larger bodies to the Vizier's frontiers 
than they have hitherto been accuſtomed to do; and from 
every intelligence I can obtain, we may reaſonably expect 
they will continue their attempts upon his Excelleney's do- 
minions. As Khoja Aineedin a. firſt a - 
ance of the enemy, repreſent that he had i ad- 
ditional troops, Le was immediately directed to diſmiſs 
them, and has not been Allowed for their ſubſiſtence ; the 
Miniſter has recommended a, regiment to be ftationed at 
ſuch gauts as, will, by this arrangement, be left unguard- 
ed. He propoſes that the troops naw ſtationed at them 
may be employed in the collections. Before I adviſe the 
Vizier,on the ſubject. I take the liberty to apprize you of 

the requeſt, that you may furniſh, me with your 9 
* leave 8 obſerve, that the Honourable Governor 
General and Council highly diſapprove of detachments, 
unleſs ypon. the moſt emergent occaſions, I have cauti- 
. ouſly avoided recommending them. It appears however 
very likely, that a detachment of the Honourable Com- 


 pany's troops will be neceſſary in Rohilcund. In ſuch 


e, agreeable to my inſtructions, it is my duty to apply 
to the commanding officer at Chunar Ghur, to aſſiſt the 


Vier with a reinforcement to join the troops under 


your that you may always remain with a 
reſoetlable _ ected = The Honourable Board 


are the more anxious on this head, as the ſituation of 


+Elmas Ali Khan renders it * to awe his nila 
2 
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and I could wiſh you would ſpecify the detachment you 
; could ſpare for the ſervice of Rohilcund. The Seiks have 

been repulſed by ſuch inconfiderable bodies of the Vizier's 
troops, that a regiment is the greateſt force ever mentioned 
to me, either by the Vizier, the Miniſter, or Khojah 
Ainuddeen, as neceſſary. 

Almas Ali Khan is now at Lucknow: He has regularly 
paid the Company's affignments'; but as his power will be 
reduced after the collections may be completed, I think it 
my duty to apprize you of this circumſtance, in order to 
explain the expediency of keeping a reſpectable body of 
troops under your command at 2 preſent ſtation, in 
preference to your marching to Rohilcund, according to 
your former propoſition; it being well ſituated to prevent 
his executing any ſcheme prejudicial to the Vizier's inte- 
reſts. | | | 

I requeſt you will inform me what number of caval 
you may deem requiſite to act with the officers now ſtation- 
ed with the Sezawel of Ferruckabad, in caſe at any future 
period the Seiks ſhould actually enter the neighbouring 
parts of the country. I requeſt your opinion alſo, on the 
ſtation a detachment, if you deem any neceſſary, ſhould 
occupy on the frontiers of the province of Etajah or Fu- 
ruckabad, there to remain until ſuch time as all apprehen- 
ſions of the Seiks may ſubſide: Almas Alli Khan has ap- 
pointed out ſome poſt between Anopſher and Jellaly, 
cauſe it would cover his diſtricts. | 
I have entered into a detail of theſe circumſtances, that 
you may be enabled to act upon emergencies ; and I ſhall 
| heartily unite with you in every meaſure that appears ne- 
ceſſary for the preſervation of the peace of the Vizier's do- 
minions, I omitted to inform you, that Quabita Khan 
had ceded the fort of Suhertal to the Seiks, with a view, as 
is ſuſpected, of favouring their operations againſt his Ex- 
cellency's frontiers, as alſo to relieve his own country from 
their depredations. I beg leave to acquaint you, that J 
have communicated the intelligence received reſpecting the 
Seiks to Colonel Morgan. 

I am directed by his Excellency the Vizier to convey to 
you his approbation of the ſtep you took in ſtrengthening 
me detachment with = 9 — 2 — of Ferruckabad. 

f ou will greatly oblige me by obſerving ſecrecy in all 
matters * to Almas Ali Khan. 4 | 


Lucknow, „en 
Stu March, 1783. (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


\ 
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Copy of a Letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming to- 
John Briſtow, Eſquire, Reſident, &c. &c. | 
Sir, Wy, | b 

I have received your letter of the 5th inſtant, with ſome 
papers of intelligence incloſed ; by my own. intelligence 1 
find that there are many Seiks diſperſed about the country 
in ſeparate bodies, but though they are formidable to the 
natives they cannot be ſo to our troops. It is probable 
that as Kojah Ainuddeen Khan had entertained a body of 
troops to oppoſe them, for which he received no allow- 
ance, his repreſentation may be much exaggerated, with a 
view to obtaining ſome allowance or abatement in revenue. 
It is, however, neceſſary for the preſervation of the Vi- 
zier's dominions, and the honour of our own arms, that a 
ſtop ſhould be put to the predatory incurſions of the Seiks. 
I am ready therefore to take any ſteps which may be agree- 
able to the Vizier. | | | 

You inform me that the Miniſter has propoſed ſtation- 

ing a regitnent at the gauts. I ſuppoſe he meants thoſe at 
E occupied by Cojah Ainuddin's troops, who are to 
withdrawn and employed in the collections; you men- 
tion alſo that the Governor General and Council highly 
diſapprove of detaching, for which reaſon you cautiouſly 
avoid recommending it. I apprehend the intention of the 
Board is that a force ſhould be always collected in readi- 
neſs to oppoſe the ſudden attempt of the enemy, who 
might endeavour to diſturb the upper provinces, and alſo 
to preſerve the diſcipline of the way, = at the ſame time 
they undoubtedly mean to affiſt the Vizier in the internal 
government of his dominions, when it does not claſh with 
more impoitant views. I gave it you as my opinion, 
both in converſation and by letter, that it would be al- 
ways neceſſary to have at leaſt three regiments collected at 
this ſtation ; a force which I think equal to any that can 
| ſuddenly appear on the frontiers. 

I now beg leave to make two propoſals, which I requeſt 
you will ſubmit to the Vizier; the one is, that a ſingle re- 
giment ſhould be ſtationed ſome where near Ram Gaut, on 
the eaſt fide of the Ganges; I mention particularly the 
eaſt ſide, becauſe I think it dangerous to truſt ſo ſmall a 
force on the other fide, where it would be expoſed to the 
attacks of the Seiks ; ſhould they aſſemble in a large force, 
the rapidity of their motions would put it out of my power 
to afford timely relief, at ſo great a diſtance. - | 

The other propoſal is, that two regiments ſhould be de- 
tached under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Knud- 
ſon, and ſtationed a few coſs above or below Anopſheer, 


on the weſtern fide of the Ganges ; I ſhould have no ob- 
| | Lage H 3 jection 


—— 
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jection to truſting two regiments on the weſtern ſide, be- 
cauſe I think them a force equal to the largeſt body of 
cavalry the Seiks could bring, until a reinforcement could 
be ſent from this ſtation. | 

As I am ſenſible the Viziet will pay the utmoſt defe- 
rence to the advice you give him, I wiſh you to confider 
theſe propoſals with attention. W hatever may be the Vi- 
zicr's determination, I ſhall inftantly obey his orders, 
which I requeſt may be _ and pofſitive. 

Should the latter propoſal be adopted, and it ſtill con- 
tinue neceſſary to aſſiſt the Sezawil of Ferruckabad, F in- 
tend to relieve the 11th regiment, which being a very 
good one, ſhall make part of the detachment. Should it 
happen, though I think it ſcarcely poſſible, that two regi- 
ments prove unequal to the ſervice, I ſhall hold myſelf, 
with two other regiments, in readineſs to march at a mo- 
ment's notice, upon the firſt intimation from Lieutenant 
Colonel Knudſon. In ſuch event I ſhould be under the 
neceſſity of withdrawing the battalion from the Sezawil, 
that 1 might be enabled to leave a regiment here; and it 
muſt readily occur to you that under ſuch circumſtances no 
time ought to be loft. The delay which muſt attend giving 
notice to you and the Vizier might be productive of fatal 
conſequences. This is an event which, though improba- 
ble, may Happen; 1 mention it now that you may have 
time to conſider and judge of it. 22 

You obſerve that a regiment is the greateſt force men- 
tioned to you as neceffary, eithet by the Vizier, the Mi- 
niſter, or Khaja Ainudden ; ſhould one regiment only be 
_detached, I ſhall have four remaining, including that with 
the Sezawil. If two are detached, I ſhall have three, a 
force in my opinion ſufficient to prevent any bad conſe · 
quences from the rèſentment of Elmas. 

You requeſt my opinion with reſpect to the number of 
cavalry requiſite to be employed with the detachment now 
aſſiſting the Sezawals. It the two regiments, as propoſed; 
march towards Ahopſheet, I would recommend their 
being joined by whatever cavalry you may be able to ob- 
tain from the Vizier. I cannot fix any particular number. 
I can only obſerve that the more cavalry are employed on 
the ſervice, the more effectually will the peace of the couti« 
try be fecured : You are the beſt judge of what number 
you can obtain. The neceſſity of cavalry is fo e 
obvious, that it is net dleſs to ſtate it. i any be ſent, 


requeſt they may be the beſt the Vizier has, and not the 
common Indoſtan horſe, which inſtead of protecting would 
plunder the country. 1 

The opinion Favs given with reſpect to ſtationing a 
detachment near Anopſheer, coincides with that * 


N 
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A detachment ſtationed in that vicinity, at the ſame time 
that it protects Rohilcund, will protect Elmas's diſtricts 
alſo : I repeat the opinion I have formerly given, that the 
effect of troops will always be felt 30 or 40 coſs below their 
ſtation, but not far above it. 
You mention that Zebita Khan has ceded to the Seiks 
the fort of Sukertal, with a view to favour their operations 
againſt the Vizier's dominions, and to relieve his own 
country from their 922 Sukertal, I underſtand, 
is not a fort, but was formerly an intrenched camp of the 
Rohillas, and of no great ſtrength; It is about 18 cot 
diſtant from Darannugger. 
I am inclined to think the ceſſion of little r 
In conſequence of your late addreſs to the Board, they 
have been pleaſed to prohibit my correſpondence with the 
officers of Government. I ſtand utterly deprived of the 
means of information, except what I obtain through com- 
mon Hircarrahs, on whoſe reports I can place little depen- 
dance. It reſts with you to furniſh me with intelligence, 
fince I can obtain it through no other channel. 135 
Jam, &c. 
March qth, 1783. (Signed) JOHN CUMMING, 
Fatty Ghur. Cot. 


Copy of a Letter from the Reſident at the Vizier's Court 
to Colonel Sir John Cumming. | 
Sir, 

I had the honour to addreſs you on the 5th inſtant, on 
the ſubject of the operations of the Seiks, requeſting your 
opinion on a plan propoſed by the Miniſter for ſtationing 
troops at ſuch gauts as may be unguarded. Elmas Ali 
Khan having fince received letters from his Naibs at Cas 
Gunge, copies of which I encloſe for your information, I 
loſt no time in ſoliciting the Vizier's inſtructions for your 
immediately making fuch detachments from your corps as 

2 may judge — for covering the frontier, though 

I entertain little doubt but that the apprehenſions expreſſed 
m theſe letters have greatly exaggerated the force of the 
emy, as well as the miſchief done to the country. 

I take the liberty alſo to incloſe you an extract of a letter, 
dated the ad inftant, from Major Broyne at Agra on the 
fame ſubject. 5 ; | 

I have, &c. 


roth March, 1783. (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
| 728 8 5 eee Court. 


H 4 Copy 


* 
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Copy of a Letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming to the 

; Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 

I ä | 

J have received your letter of the roth inſtant, with the 
incloſures. The Perfian papers of intelligence have been 
tranſlated, from which it appears that the Seiks have de- 
ſtroyed ſeyeral villages. I apprehend, however, they are 
not very conſiderable in value and importance. 

The opinion I gave you in my laſt letter is applicable to 
the preſent caſe. If two regiments, with a body of the 
Vizier's horſe, are ſtationed at or near to Anopſheir, the 
Seiks would not venture in a laige body to came lower down 
in the Dooab: Though they might eſcape the purſuit of * 
our infantry, they would not be able to carry off any great 
booty, particularly grain and cattle, which are the principal 
things they can lay hold of. The breadth of the Dooab at 
Anopſhier does not exceed 20 coſs : But I would not have 

ou and the Vizier think that it will be in the power of in- 
hwy alone to totally prevent ſmall parties of the enemy's 
horſe, from plundering and deſtroying the villages. Their 
motions are extremely rapid, and I have been informed that 
when they plundered Soorun, they marched near 30 coſs in 


one night, / 

fo [am, ec. 
Futty Ghur, (Signed) JOHN CUMMING, 
12th March, | Col. 


Copy of a Letter from the Reſident at the Vizier's Court 
| to Colonel Sir John Cumming, 


Sir, oh 
I have received your letter of the gth inſtant. I beg leave 
to inform you that there are one thouſand and twenty-two 
cavalry, and four battalions of ſepoys, or two thouſand 
and eighty-ſeven infantry, ſtationed at the gauts about 
Darangger. LI | 
This force has hitherto proved equal te repelling the at- 
| tacks of the Seiks; and Khoj Ainuddeen Khan told me, 
upon the taking leave a few days fince, without my putting 
the queſtion to him, that he deemed the troops under his 
= - command equal Wo any ſervice that was likely to occur. 
| This obviates the Miniſter's plea, ſtated to you in my let- 
ter of the 5th inſtant, that a reinforcement would be neceſ- 
ſary in conſequence of the reductions which had been made 
of his troops. If the aid of the detachment under your 
command ſhould be required in-any part of Rohilcund, it 
will probably occur .in the countries held by Merza Ma- 
homed Cazym. Eh a Ra 


.- « © 
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\\\ 6 
Papers relating to Charges IV. and XVI. 125 

I ſhall continue to tranſmit to you every information that 
may come to my knowledge; but in order to prevent delay, 
I have adviſed his Excellency: to dire& his Aumils Khojah 
Ainuddeen, Mirza Mahomed Cazym, Almaſs Ali Khan, 
and Mahomed Beg, to convey to Colonel Morgan and you 
the earlieſt intelligence of the motions of the Seiks. The 
encloſed Perſian paper (No. 5) is a copy of his Excellency's 
orders on this ſubject. ö 

I have alſo the pleaſure to incloſe (No. 2) Extracts of 
papers of news tranſmitted to me by Colonel Morgan, 
which correſpond with thoſe I have received. No. 3 and 4 
are a letter, with the Perſian paper from Major Browne, 
mentioned to be incloſed in it. 

I ſhall, agreeably to your advice, endeavour as ſoon as 
poſſible to obtain cavalry from the Vizier to act with the 
troops under your command. : 

I have ſubmitted your propoſals to his Excellency's con- 
ſideration. He approves your detaching Lieut, Col. Knud- 
ſon, with two regiments of ſepoys, and four fix pounders, 
to take poſt a few coſs either above or below Anopſheer, on 
the weſtern fide of the Ganges, as may be moſt convenient 
to protect Rohilcund. You have now full information of 
every fact before you; and the Vizier repoſes entire confi- 
dence in your judgment in theſe matters, and therefore 
leaves it at your diſcretion to order the detachment to march 
without further delay, or elſe altogether to ſtop it. In form- 
ing your determination, his Excellency requeits you will 
conſider the advantage to his dominions by the appearance 
of a reſpectable body of troops ſtationed on the frontiers, / 
which will quiet the minds of his ſubjects, and inſure the 
collections. | | 

The Honourable Board's orders are ſo very peremptory 
_ againſt detachments, except in emergencies, that you will 
determine if the preſent ſervice falls under that deſcription 
—in my 2 it does; and as you inform me the ſepa- 
ration of the troops upon the propoſed plan can be made 
with ſecurity, I ſhould imagine the reaſons for the meaſure 
are ſtronger than thoſe againſt it. | | 

The detachment will probably not be required after the 
Mw of the periodical rains. | 

- Lucknow, I have, &c. 

14 March, 1783. (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
Reſidt. at the Vizier's Court. 
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Tranhation of the 


py of an Arzee from Azimoldeen 


Ali wrote the 


25th of Rebailawel of the preſent 
Year of the Kegera. 


The day before yeſterday we wrote you an account 


of the battle. we bad with the Sicks, and the victory 
which, by God's grace, we gained over them, The let- 
ter was ſent by an Hircarrah, and we hope you have re- 
ceived it The Sicks marched: yeſterday from Bedorea to 
Kerſeri, which is on the river's fide, and about 4 coſs from 


- Caſs Gunge. We ſhall ſee what is the pleaſure of God. 


We are, by the favour of God, and under the auſpices of 
your Excellency, determined and ready; ſhould they re- 
turn, we ſhall behave like good ſervants. Fearing that you 
would think we exaggerated, we wrote you in a former ar- 
zee that there were 25,000 of the enemy's horſe ; but after 
examination, and ſeeing with our own eyes, we are aſſured 
that there are 40,000 and upwards. The country is defence- 
leſs, and quite a deſart; particularly Soorun Boodreah, 
Beloya Kegeri, and Caſs Gunge, city and village are the 
fame.” God knows, there is not the ſmalleſt trace of goods 


or cattle, It is unknown whether the Rebe crop be planted. 


ar not. In this deplorable ftate, and the total loſs of every 
thing, we know not what will be the event. We hope you 
will repreſent the contents of our arzee to the Vizier and 


the Engliſh gentlemen. The collections of this _— | 


ace at an end, and we cannot prevent the miſchief, It wi 


be difficult even to retain poſſeſſion of the country. If ſuch. 


be the ſituation. of things, God is our guardian. We 
thought it right to repreſent every thing is in the utmoſt 
confuſion. ſs Gunge, which was ſaved, by the grace of 
God, and under your auſpices, by a battle, of which we 
reſume you have had intelligence through other channels 
s our arzee, is the only place which remains unplun- 
dered. We ſhall not be in the ſmalleſt degree remiſs in our 
exertions to defend it in future, We are ready to ſacriſice 
our lives, but, by the bleſſing of God, we will not loſe our 
reputation. To whom ſhould we apply for chaſtiſement 


on the enemy, but to God, and your ſervants? The day 


we fought the battle the Rajah was at Ectah; we wrote 
him, but as he was under the neceſſity of going to Shiko- 
kabad, be wrote us that he was obliged to go thither, and 
he proceeded accordingly, We could obtain no affiſtance 
from him. He wrote us too, that it was impoſſible, with 
our own force, without aſſiſtance from Government, to re- 
pulſe the enemy; and that thoſe whom he wiſhed to ſend 
to our aid, on account of the ſcarcity of proviſions, had 
vefuſed w march; he therefore recommended to us ta — 


u and Shick Kheramut Ulla, addreſſed to Elmas 


reger . EU. . eG WES 


ab ws: 
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the beſt we could. Wonderful are the times, and ſtraug 


is the condition of this country, fuch as God has inflited/ 


on no other! we thought it requiſite to repreſent. Wo 


rely on the aſſiſtance of God, and your happy influence. 
We ſhall not be wanting in our duty. Hereafter what God 
prey will come to paſs.— What ſhould: we repreſent 
more | 

The brother of Jeſa Sing, Chief of the Sicks, was 


killed at the battle of Caſs Gunge, by a ball he received as 
he was ſitting on his elephant, 5 | 


A true tranſlation. * 
(Signed) RALPH BROOME, 
Perſian Interpreter. 


Tranflation of the Copy of an Arzee from Shiek Azimold 
in Khan and Kheramut Ulla, to Elmas Ali Khan, under 
| Dare the 29th of Rebeeilawel of the preſent Year of the 


Khegeri. 


We have wrote you repeatedly, of the Sicks plundering 
Bederia and Soorun on the 22d of this month, and the bat- 
tle we fought with them, and the victory we gained over 
them on the 23d at Caſs Gunge, and of Jello, one of 
their Sirdars, being killed on his elephant. We informed 

ou alſo of their return to Sooran and Bederea, and their 
— and deſtroying the remainder of the houſes; of 
their marching the 24th from Soorun to Kherſera, a Ta- 
lucca of Bederea ; of their deſtroying a Talucea of Jete- 
pore, and another of Selimpore ; and all the villages belong- 
ing to the Pergunnah of Bederee, Soorun, Belayah, Kergenre, 
and of their deſtroying, on the 25th inſtant, Renepore 
and other places belonging to Bederee, and the adjacent 
villages. From all theſe places they have carried away every 
thing, except the cows, which it is not their cuftom to take; 


of bullocks and buffaloes alone, beſides other goods and 


ſtock, they have taken at leaſt 30 thouſand heads. There 
is no trace of the crops. An immenſe number of the in- 
habitants have been killed. A thouſand of our people are 


taken ptiſoners, ſome of them have been ſeverely flogged ;z 


and from others money has been extorted ; thoſe who paid 
the ſums fixed are releaſed, and others detained prifoners. 
The enemy are now at Mew, a place about 15 coſs from 
Caſs Gunge, and 12 from Bedereeh. Five thouſand of 
their horſes attend 8,000 bullocks with Benjaries, and they 
have ſettled a — 2 rupees on a bullock load of grain. 
They dig up the earth in queſt of corn, &c. wherever they 
come, and deliver what they find to the Benjaries, who carry 
it towards their own places of refidence weſtward. *They 
are at Mew, and we ſhall ſee what is the pleaſure of God. 
; Whatever 


— 


* 
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Whatever may be the intention of the Vizier and the Eng- 
Eſh gentlemen; it is neceſſary to tell them, that till there 
be a ſtrong detachment of horſe and foot, with a complete 
artillery, kept here always in readineſs to oppoſe the enemy, 
the country will never be cultivated, nor even remain in our 
ſſeſſion. It is their cuſtom to continue deſtroying a place, 
till the natives, tired out, at length ſubmit to receive them 
as owners of the ſoil. We have ſtated the particulars as 
they really are; ſhould you think that we exaggerate, from 
intereſted motives, ſend your Hircarrahs with directions to 
enquire into the truth of it, and to ſee the ſtate of the 
country with their own eyes. It is at preſent totally uncul- 
tivated, nor will any perſon engage in it. Sehundra and 
Morara are the only places inhabited; the enemy has not 
been there yet, but they give out that they intend to go 
thither. The inhabitants are already, flying. We hold it 
incumbent on us to repreſent thoſe things to you, that we, 
having your orders, may act accordingly. The confuſion 
has cauſed a total ſtop to watering the grain. Our diſtreſs 
is great, and we have nobody but God to relieve us from 
the evil ; your ſervants are ready to oppoſe them, as they 
are In gratitude bound to do; but without a ſtrong body 
kept in conſtant readineſs, it will be impoſſible to repel the 
enemy. It is neceſſary that ſuch orders ſhould be ſoon 
iven. Bhundun Khan, and the other nephews of Cader 
aoud Khan, who had left Shiohabed with a deſign of go- 
ing to Foolgaum, their own country, hearing of the battle 
we had fought with the Sicks, laid afide their 1ntention, and 
returned with 20 horſes; and Sheik Aſgur Ali Beg alone 
came from Shoeabad, and arrived the ſame day (the 26th) 
about nine o'clock in the evening, at Caſs Gunge, and are 
now here. Although, by the bleſſing of God, and under 
your auſpices, we obtained a victory without any body's af- 
fiſtance, yet the coming of Bundun Khan and Afgur Ali, 
in the manner they did, was an act of bravery. We there- 
fore repreſent it, in hopes that you will acknowledge their 
fervices, by honouring them with a letter on the ſubject. 
There is not a mark remaining where the grain was 
planted, to diſtinguiſh where it was. The little that re- 
mains, in here and there a ſpot, is left unwatered, and in 
- ſpite of all our endeavours muſt remain ſo. The inhabi- 
tants have deſerted their homes, and croſſed the Ganges 
They ſay, ** We have no cattle left, nor grain to 2 port 
c ourſelves ; what can we do, or whence can we raiſe the 
„rents due to Government?” We beſeech you not to 
look on this repreſentation as the effect of deſign and ſelf- 
intereſt, but to repreſent it fully to the Vizier, 


In 
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In the two foregoing arzees, all the depredations com- 
mitted by the Sicks are recapitulated, which renders a 
tranſlation of ſome others unneceflary. ee 
(Signed) RALPH BROOME, 
| Perſian Tranſlator. 


Copy of a Letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming to the 
Refident at the Vizier's Court. f 


„Sir, ö ; os Salk. 

I have received your letter of the 14th inftant, with the 
ſeveral encloſed papers. 

As it ſeems to be the defire of the Vizier, and conform- 
able to your opinion alſo, that a detachment ſhould march 
to the frontiers, I ſhall immediately detach Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Knudſon with two regiments of ſepoys, with inſtruc- 
tions to take up ſome convenient poſt within a few coſs of 
Anopſheer ; L make no doubt but this meaſure will effec- 
tually fecure the Vizier's trontier-; but ſhould the Sicks at- 
tempt to come lower down in the Dooab, I propoſe march- 
ing with two regiments more, and encamping on the bapks 
of the Tumna, nearly oppoſite to Anopſheer. In this event 
it will be neceſſary to leave one regiment at Futty Ghur for 
the protection of this part of the country, and to guard the 
ſtores, hoſpital, &c. &c. And unleſs a regiment be ſent 
hither from Chunar Ghur, or ſome other ſtation, the recall 
of the detachment now with the Sezawil of Furruckabad 
will be unavoidable. The artillery we have is barely pro- 
portionable to the detachment, fo that, ſhould another regi- 
ment be ordered hither, it muſt be accompanied with its 

rtion of guns. | 

I ſhall write to the officer on command with the Sezawil, 
not to exceed the diſtance of twenty coſs from this ſtation, 
leſt his detachment might ſuffer, - before it would be in my 
wer to aſſiſt them. I requeſt you will ſignify this to the 

wil to prevent any miſunderſtanding between him and 
the officer commanding. As the Honourable- Board has 
expreſsly commanded me to have a requiſition in writi 
for any ſervice I am to perform, I requeſt you will ſugg 
to his Excellency the neceſſity of ſending it to ma as ſoon 
as poſſible. I ſhall not, however, delay the march of the 
troops on that account, leſt any injury ſhould be done to 
the country in the mean time. 

You mention that the detachment will probably be re- 
quired not longer than the commencement of the periodical 
rains. The Sicks, I am informed, uſually return to their 
homes in May, or in the beginning of June. 

Whatever cavalry you may be able to obtain from the 
Vizier, I requeſt they may be ordered to join the detachment 


under 


* 
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nader Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon as ſoon as poſſible. If 
much delay take place the ſeaſon. for their acting will be 
over, I need not remind you, that their Sardars, or Com- 
manders, ſnhould be directed to obey the orders they may 
receive from me. 

I beg leave to obſerve, that it will be impoſſible to make 
any more detachments from the force under my command 
until they return, or until I am reinforced from ſome other 
Ration. This I hope you will hint to the Vizier, that he 
may not make any requiſition with which it would not be 


in my power to comply. | 


T $i 7 A OHN CUMMING 
2 Tue ies. ( 7 d) . - » 
Ralph n p Col. 


Hononrable Sir, and Sirs, a 

IJ have the honour to tranſmit you an extratt from papers 
of intelligence received from Delhi, with copies of letters I 
wrote in conſequence thereof, to the Reſident, and to Lieu- 
Anant Colonel Knudſon. | 

From tnany other accounts I have reaſon to believe that 
the Chiefs in the. vicinity of Delhi are extremely jealous of 
the ntat approach of our troops to their capital, a cireum- 
ſtanee I ſoreſaw at the time the detachment was formed. Io 
obviate it as much as lay in my power, I wrote the Nabob 
Mojeddudelowla, that nothing more was intended than the 
ſecurity of the Vizier's dominions from the incurſions of 
the Seiks, who, as I informed your Honourable! Board in 
.a former letter, had committed horrid de vaſtions in the 

neighbourhood of Anopſheer. : 
0 the accounts contained in the mative. intelligence 
ſhould be ſtrictly true, I am perſuaded no had conſequences 
w_ .enſue, as Lieutenant Calonel Knudſon will no — 
e every ion to avoid giving any effence to hi 

Majeſty er his ſubjects. 8 

Lam much at a Joſs to knom what credit is aue to the in- 
telligenee I tranſmit your Honourable Board, as nothing of 
-a fimilar nature has been communieated to Colonel Knud- 
: fon 21 thought it, however, mcumbent on me ta give you 
the earlieſt information of a citcumſtance which. might in 


its conſequences be very 3 os Q 
1 am, &c. 
Futty Ghur, (Signed) JOHN 63 


zbch April, 1783. logel. 


Since 


want 


N b | . | 
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Since writing the above, I have recciverl a letter from 
Colonel Knudſon, informing me of the Seiks having again 
croſſed the Jumna, without any mention of Afraſiab Khan's 


rmy, a copy of which [ encloſe, | 
de. (Signed) J. C. 


Extract from Papers of Intelligence received from Delhi, 
the 14th and 15th of April. 


It was repreſented (to the King) that the Engliſh army 
that was at Anopſheer had plundered a place called Jehan- 


geerabad, and that Afraſeab Khan's battalion, on hearing 


of it, returned. A paper of news from Mirza Shefi's 
camps was laid before his Majeſty. It was then mentioned 
that he (Mirza Shefis) was going to meet the Patteel, and 
Zenulabideen Khan, forbidding them to march further, 
becauſe the Engliſh leaders had paſſed their boundary, and 
recommending to them to be watchful over their own places. 

It was repreſented that Zeenulabedeen bad intended to 
march further, but had deferred it on account of Mirza 
Shefis's letter. Afraſeab Khan wrote Naſeruddowla, that 
he had, agreeably to his (Mirza Shefis's) orders, ſent Gazer 
Manickchund and others, with four ' battalions and fome 
horſe, from Khorjah to A „ and tbat himſelf with 
his army ſhould remain at Khorjah. And that, ſhould the 
Engliſh army march further, there would be nobody to 


Sr them, and that he was ignorant of their intentions. 


t 1s 


% 


here by many people that, ſhould there be a 
good — 2 between Naſcreddowla-and the 
Engliſh, be would engage the Seiks of his ſide, and that a 
A 
to obtain daily intolligence the Engl. at 
ſheer, ——— freſh Hircarrahs for that — 
It was 4epreſented that the gentlemen at Anopſheer had de- 
termined on going to Aurungabad; aithougli this ig not 
believed, yet the King replied, We need not be concerned at 
it; if they come, they will not be diſobedient to my au- 
thority. It was repreſented that the Engliſh gentlemen were 
two coſs from Aurungabad, and four coſs from Afraſaib 
Khban's army, and that Afraſaib Khan was at Khorjah: 
Naſereddowlah wrote Afraſiab Khan, that if the Engliſh 


army at Anopſheer ſhould come towards him (Naſered- 


dowla) he ſhould not interrupt them, and if they marched 
towards Delhi, he ſhould prevent them; but if they con- 


tinued within their o. boundary, it was very well. The 


King conſulted Mohammed Kooli Khan, the Aſtrologer, 
with reſpect to the coming of the Engliſh, and the treat- 


ment he was to look for. The Aftrologer replied, that he 
had previouſly predicted the particulars to his Majeſty— 


that 


* 
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nander Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon as ſoon as poſſible. If 
much delay take place the ſeaſon for their acting will be 
over. I need not remind you, that their Sardats, or Com- 
manders, ſhould be directed to obey the orders they may 
receive from me. 

I beg leave to obſerve, that it will be impoſſible to make 
any more detachments from the force under my command 
until they return, or until I am reinforced from ſome other 
tation. This I hope you will hint to the Vizier, that he 
may not make any requiſition with which it would not be 
in my power to comply. | h 


* 


I am, &c. | 
True copies. (Signed) JOHN CUMMING, 
- Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 


J have the honour to tranſmit you an extratt from papers 


of intelligence received from Delhi, with copies of letters I 


wrote in conſequence thereof, to the Reſident, and to Lieu- 
2onandColonel Knudſon. | 

From many other accounts I have reaſon to believe that 
the Chiefs in the vicinity of Delhi are extremely jealous of 
the ntar approach of our troops to their capital, a circum- 
ſtanee I ſoreſaw at the time the detachment was formed. Io 
obviate it as much as lay in my power, I wrote the Nabob 
Mojeddudelowla, that nothing more was intended than the 
ſecurity of the Vizier's dominions from the incurſions of 
the Seiks, who, as I informed your Honourable! Board in 
à former letter, had — 2 horrid de vaſtions in the 
neighbourhood of Anopſheer. 


Aithongh the accounts contained in dhe matiye intelligence 
ſhould be ſtrictly true, I am perſuaded no had nces 


_ enſue, as Licutenant:Colonel\/Knudſon will no _ 
take every /precaution to avoid giving any effence to hi 
:; Majeſty er his ſubjects. rer | 

Lam much at a Joſs to know what credit isdlue to the in- 
telligence I tranſmit your Honourable Board, as nothing of 


a ſimilar nature has been communieated to Colonel Knud- 


ſon: I thought it, however, incumbent on me to give you 
the earlieſt information of a circumſtance which. might in 
its conſequences be very important. 
Futty Gh (Signed) JOHN.CUMMING 
Futty Chur, ) 4 . , 
zbch April, 1783. Colanel. 


% 


Since 
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Since writing the above, I have reccivetl a letter from 


Colonel Knudſon, informing me of the Seiks having again 
croſſed the j umna, without any mention of Afrafiab Khan's 


army, a copy of which I encloſe, 
N (Signed) J. C. 


Extract from Papers of Intelligence received from Delhi, 
the 14th and 15th of April. 


It was repreſented (to the King) that the Engliſh army 
that was at Anopſheer had plundered a place called Jehan- 
geerabad, and that Afraſeab Khan's battalion, on hearing 
of it, returned, A paper of news from Mirza Shefi's 
camps was laid before his Majeſty. It was then mentioned 
that he ( Mirza Shefis) was going to meet the Patteel, and 
Zenulabideen Khan, forbidding them to march further, 
becauſe the Engliſh leaders had paſſed their boundary, and 
recommending to them to be watchful over their own places. 

It was repreſented that Zeenulabedeen had intended to 

march further, but had deferred it on account of Mirza 
Shefis's letter. Afraſeab Khan wrote Naſeraddowla, that 
he had, agreeably to his (Mirza Shefis's) orders, ſent Gazer 
Manickchund and others, with four ' battalions and fome 
horſe, from Khorjah to A „ and tbat himſelf with 
his army ſhould remain at Khorjah. And that, ſhould the 
Engliſh army march further, there would be nobody to 
2 them, and that he was ãgnorant of their intentions. 
It is pa rn yaw by many people that, ſhould there be a 
want of good underſtanding between Naſcreddowlz and the 
Engliſh, he would engage the Seiks of his fide, and that a 
8 —— Amp 
to obtain daily intolligence the Engl. at 
ſheer, —— ſreſh Hircarrahs for that p e. 
It was repreſented that the gentlemen at Anopſheer had de- 
termined on going to Aurungabad; although this is not 
belie vod, yet a ied, We need not be concerned at 
é it; if they come, they will not be diſobedient to my au- 
] thority. It was repreſented that the Engliſh gentlemen were 
two coſs from Aurungabad, and four coſs from Afraſaib 
| Khan's army, and that Afraſaib Khan was at Khorjah : 
| Naſereddowlah wrote Afraſiab Khan, that if the Engliſh 
army at Anopthecr ſhould come towards him (Naſered- 
dowla) he ſhould not interrupt them, and if they marched 
towards Delhi, he ſhould prevent them; but if they con- 
tinued within their on boundary, it was very well. The 
King conſulted Mohammed Kooli Khan, the Aſtrologer, 
with reſpe& to the coming of the Engliſh, and the treat- 
| ment he was to look for, The Aftrologer replied, that he 
bad previouſly predicted the particulars to his _—_ 
at 
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that the Engliſh leaders would come into the preſence per- 
ſectly obedient to his authority, and behave well; but that 


| ſome contention would be the reſult. The King replied, 


I wiſh they would ſpeedily and quickly arrive, that it might 
prove the means of liberation to myſelf. 
A true tranſlation. 
(Signed) RALPH BROOME, 
Perfian T ranflator to Colonel Sir John Cumming, 


Copy of a Letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming to 
ieutenant Colonel Knudſon, commanding a Detach- 
ment, dated Futty Ghur, April 14th, 1783. 
Sir, Kc: "v3 
In the papers of intelligence received this day from Delhi, 
I obſerve there is mention made of your detachment hav- 
ing plundered a place called Jebangireabadz belonging to 
his Majeſty, and alſo that you have paſſed the frontier of 
the Vizier's dominions. Though I have the ſtrongeſt aſ- 
ſurances within my own mind, that the intelligence is falſe, 
or miſrepeſented, yet I think it neceſſary you ſhould know 
that ſuch a report has prevailed at Delhi ; ſhould it however 
have happened that, through miſinformation or inadver- 
tency, you have choſen a ſpat for your encampment not 
within the Vizier's boundaries, you will be pleaſed imme- 
diately remove your camp, and take up ſome advantageous 
piece of ground, within the limits of his Excellency's do- 
minions. By the accompanying paper of intelligence, you 
will obſerve that the Chiefs in your neighbourhood are very 


Jealous of your detachment, and it is probable they may 


ſend ſome of their own troops to encamp near you ; and to 
obſerve your motions ; in ſuch event you will be particu- 
larly cautious to prevent le belonging 'to your camp 
from going into theirs. It frequently happens that very 
ſerious conſequences attend the diſputes of individuals, 
however inſignificant in themſelves. . And in general I re- 
commend to you to guard as much as poſſible againſt giving 


any cauſe of jealouſy or uneaſineſs to the King, or any of 
50 k ' 


the people who live under his Government. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN CUMMING, Col. 


P. S. Since writing the above, your letter of the 4th has 
been received, a X y 


To John Briſtow, Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 


Sir | 
Having obferved in the papers of intelligence received 


this day from Delhi, that it has been repreſented ” the 
5 ing, 
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King, that the detachment under Colonel Knudſon, had 
plundered a place called Jehangereabad, I thought it neceſ- 
ſary to write Colonel Knudſon on the ſubje&, a copy of 
which I encloſe for your peruſal, as alſo an extract from the 
paper of news. I have ordered the detachment not to paſs 
the Vizier's boundary, as I apprehend it might be attended 
with diſagreeable conſequences. & 

Futty Ghur, I am, &c. | 
14th April, 1783. (Signed) JOHN CUMMING, Col. 


Th Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon, commanding a Detach- 
ment, | 
Sir, | | 

I have the pleaſure to ſend you duplicate of a letter I for- 
warded to you Jaſt night. By the papers received this da 
from Delhi, I am given to underſtand, that there is a diſ- 
tance of four coſs only between your camp and a detach- 
ment of Afraſiab Khan's army, and that he himſelf is at a 
place called Kherjah. I have heard alſo, that private let- 
ters from Gentlemen under your command mention the 
ſame circumſtance, Though I cannot refuſe credit to a re- 

rt rendered fo probable by concurrent intelligence receiv- 
ed through different channels, yet T think, if it were fo, 
you would not have omitted giving me the earlieſt informa- 
tion of it. 

I muſt however take the liberty to remind you how abſo- 
lutely neceſſary it is, that I ſhould be informed with all 
poſſible diſpatch of the motions of any confiderable bod 
of troops, whether belonging to the Seik Chiefs, or thoſe 
of Delhi. Whenever you diſpatch any letters of import- 
ance, I recommend to you ſending duplicates the ſucceeding 


day. | 
K T have the honour to be, &c. 
Futty Ghur, (Signed) JOHN CUMMING. 


15th April, 1783. Colonel. 
To John Briftow, Eſquire, Refident at the Vizier's Court. 
Sir, | 


Laſt night I tranſmitted you a copy of a letter I wrote 
Colonel Knudſon, with an extract from papers of intelli- 
gence received from Delhi. The news of this day men- 
tions, that there is a diſtance of four coſs only between Af- 
rafiab Khan's army, and Colonel Knudfon's detachment. 
Private letters received from Gentlemen in camp confirm 
the above intelligence. I have received no letter from Co- 
lonel Knudſon of a later date than the 4th inftant ; and [ 
muſt fay, I am not a little ſurprized at it, If ir be really 
true that the Chiefs of Delhi are ſo much alarmed at the 

Vor. IV. | I approach 
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approach of our troops, as has been repreſented, it is rea. 
fonable enough to ſuppoſe they will be very attentive to our 


"motions. I he greateſt appiehenſions I am under, ariſe; 


from the probability that ſome differgnce may be excited. 
between the bedies of troops, by the private diſputes of in- 
dividuals. To prevent any miſchief of this kind, and re- 


move every cauſe of jealouſy, I have ordered Colonel 


K nudſon to encamp within the Vizier's dominions; and 
if he has paſſed the boundary,, it was remote from my in- 
tention. Not having corre&t maps, or other information 
of the extent of his Excellency's territories on this fide of 
the Ganges, it was not in my power to draw the line with- 
in which to confine the detachment. I therefore left it to 
Colonel Knudſon to take any part within ten coſs above or 
below Anopſheer, on the banks of the Ganges, he might 
think moſt commodions.  _. 

Should the commiſſion of any act of hoftility, or any 
other threatening appearance, make it neceſſary to reinforce 
that detachment, I intend. marching with my whole re- 
maining force to join them. In ſuch event it may not be 
expedient to wait the delay of a formal requiſition from the 
Vizier, and I muſt re you will take his ſentiments on 


this ſubject, and communicate them to me as ſoon as 


poſſible. | | 
As | have only three regiments remaining, the detach- 


ment with the Sezawil incluſive, I ſhould be obliged to take 
the whole force, and it would then become neceſſary that a 
regiment from Khanpore ſhould be ordered hither to take 
cha ge of the hoſpital, ſtores, &c. | 

This is an event which I hope will not happen ; but as 
it is not impoſſible, nor even improbable, if my intelligence 
can be depended on, I thought it adviſeable to communi- 
cate to you my thoughts on this ſubject. _ 

As both the Vizier and yourſelf, without doubt, have 
the earlieſt and moſt authentic — 6s. of every occur- 
ence at Delhi and the adjacent parts, I requeſt you will in- 
form me whether your accounts carreſpond with mine, 
and whether you think any hoſtile attempt is to be appte- 
hended from the Chiefs in that neighbourhood. I do not 


mean by this to inſinuate, that it might be adviſeable to 


withdraw the detachment ; on the cont:ary, I think that 


-meature would not only expoſe his Excellency's frontiers 


to the incurſions of the Seiks, but be diſhonourable to our 
arms, by giving the country powers reaſon. to think, that 


our own fafety was the cauſe of our retreat. 


J have the honour to be, &c. 
Futty Ghur, (Signed) JOHN. CUMMING, 
15th April, 1783. | nel. 


a 4 
& ** To 
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To Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon, commanding a Detach- 
By FT ment, 

Sir, | | 

In addition to the inſtruction you have received from me 

reſpecting the detachment under your command, I have to 
add, that, in the event of your being attacked either by 
the Seiks, or any other force, you do by no means paſs the 
boundaries of the Vizier's dominions, nor permit any part 
of your troops to do it on any occaſion whatever, I muſt 
defire you will be particularly attentive to this circum- 


ſtance 
Il have the honour to be, be, &c. 
Fatty Ghur, (Signed) JOHN CUMMING, 
15th April, 1783. | Colonel. 


To Colonel Sir John Cumming, commanding the Frontier 
8 Station. 8 
ir, 


T have the honour to inform you, that I have received 
intelligence of a body of Seiks having paſſed the I umna, 
under the command of one of their Sirdars, by name ſeſſa 
Sing; I have apprized Khoja Ain ul Dein, the Ameel of 
Rohilcund therewith, deſiring him to tranſmit me every 
information he may receive of the motions of the Seiks, 
and the tranſactions of the other powers on the frontier of 
that country, to enable me to take ſuch ſteps as may be ne- 
ceſſary for the protection of it againſt the incurſions of the 
Seiks, and other freebooters. | 

I have the honour to remain, with reſpe&, &c. 

313 (Signed) CHRISTA. KNUDSON, 
12 A 


April, 1783. t. Col. commandg. a detachment. 
W y. 
a 


co 
(Signed) lph Broome | 
2 to Col. Sir John Cumming. 


1 2 Corr 
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Copy PROCEEDINGS AND CORRESPONDENCE RELA- 
TIVE TO THE STATE AND CONDITION OF THE Coux- 
TRY OF OUDE AND 1Ts DEPENDENCIES, AND OF 
THE REicninc FAMILY THEREOF; INCLUDING 
THE CHARGES MADE BY Mk, HasTINGsS, AGAINST. 


Mx. Balis row, &c. &c. &c. [EY 
Conſn, gth July. 


To the Honourable Warren pry Eſquire, Governor 
General, &c. Members of the Supreme Council, Fort 
William. N | | 


Gentlemen, | 
1T was my wiſh and intention to have poſtponed any 
farther interference, however neceſſary, relative to the in- 
ſtitution of Adowlets at Lucknow, till I ſhould be honour- 
ed with your commands, in anſwer to my addreſs to- you 
| on this ſubject, dated the 13th inſtant. Unhappily, an 
event which occurred here yeſterday, has left me without 
an alternative; and I have been compelled once more to 
call upon the Miniſter, and again ſtrongly to recommend 
the immediate eſtabliſhment of a court of Phoujedarry. 
Whilſt we were at ſupper laſt night, an Hircarrah entered 
, haſtily, and informed the company, that a band of-robbers 
had beſet the houſe of Mr. Orr, hardly diſtant one hundred 
us from that in which we were aſſembled. Captain 
Leod, * my 2 along with him, inſtantly re- 
paired to the ſpot: The banditti, however, had already 
quitted it, after plundering a banker's, whoſe dwelling- 
houſe was contiguous to that of Mr. Orr. Mr. Orr him- 
ſelf, on the firſt alarm, coming out of his houſe, narrowly 
eſcaped being pierced by an arrow, which paſſed cloſe by 
his head, and fixed in the door behind him. So little ap- 
prehenſive were the robbers of any oppoſition or alarm, on 
the part of the police, to interrupt or fruſtrate their deſign, 
that though the band conſiſted of at leaſt 250 men, they 
marched openly, with lights, carrying ſcalding-ladders, 
ſmiths, carpenters, and every neceſſary implement for en- 
ſuring ſucceſs to their enterprize. They made their attack 
with the moſt confident deliberation, a part of them lining 
the ſtreets on both ſides, and ſhutting up all the avenues, 
whilſt the remainder entered the devoted houſe over the 
walls, and rifled it of caſh and othet property to the amoun 
of 25,000 rupees, 


In 
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In the courſe of this dating tranſaction, theſe inhuman 
villains indiſcriminately cut down, or ſhot with arrows, 
all who came in their way. Of the unhappy victims to 
their cruelty, two were killed on the ſpot; two more are 
already dead of their wounds, and others are ſo ſhockingly 
mangled, as to leave little hope of their recovering 

It is with infinite concern, Gentlemen, I am obliged to 
add, that no night — — which is not marked by ſome 
ſuch tragical event, in which the miſerable inhabitants 
of the metropolis of the Vizier's dominions are not expoſed, 
in their property and perſons, to all the horrors of plunder 
and amen Let the Minifter continues deaf to all 
my remonſtrances, pertinaciouſly adhering, in ſpite of ſuch _ 
fatal evidence, to-his original declaration of a regular and 
efficient magiſtracy. Surrounded night and day by a ſtrong 
military guard, he may indeed ſafely liſten, with perfect 
indifference, to the recurring tale of robbery and murder ; 
yet, next after the Prince himſelf, Hyder Beg Khawn is 
the immediate and natural guardian of the lives and for- 
tunes of his ſubjects.—Inſenſible, however, to all the feel- 
ings of humanity, no prayers or perſuaſion can move him 
to adopt one wholeſome meaſure for their protection or de- 
fence. To my laſt application on the ſubject of the Phou- 
jedary, he replied (in the ſame language of frivolous ex- 
cuſe and evaſion which he has held for months paſt) That 
he only waited the return of the Nabob, to remove from 
the houſe allotted for the Court certain furniture belonging 
to his Excellency, which was depoſited there; and that it 
was not polite to interfere in the ceconomy of a Gentle- 
man's houſehold during his abſence. Thus it is, Gentle- 
men, that this unfeeling Miniſter (who has never ſcrupled, 
and frequently on very unbecoming occaſions, to avail. 
himſelf of the controuling authority he had for years paſt. 
uſurped and exerciſed over his Maſter) affects on a ſudden, 
as it were in derifion, a ſuperabundant reſpect for him, 
and, in a fituation of the laſt neceſſity, ſtarts at the idea of 
diſpenſing with the moſt idle and impertinent forms, His 
determined oppoſition in this inſtance, as well as in every 
other wearing the ſlighteſt appearance of reformation, evinces 
his reſolution to perpetuate the confuſion, in which, with 
a view to his own emolument, he has purpoſely involved 
every part of the Nabob's ceconomy. His attachment to 
the preſent ſyſtem is very natural, fince it has hitherto af- 
forded him the means of appropriating to himſelf, unqueſ- | 
tioned, whatever part of his Excellency's revenue he might 
ſee fit, and left him at perfect liberty to ſquanJer the re- 

+ J-3 | mainder 


/ 
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mainder among his worthleſs adherents with ſhameful pro- 


fuſion. 'y | . 
I have the honour to ſubſcribe myſelf, with the great - 
eſt reſpect, ONES 9 Fand inn 


SGentlemen, 
Lucknow, _ Your moſt obedient > vis 
May-2oth, 1783. Humble ſervant, _ | 
A true copy. (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
E. Hay, Reſident at the V izier's Court. 
Actg. Secy. to the Secrt Dpt. | 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor 
General, &c, Member of the Supreme Council, 


Gentlemen, | - | 
I have the honour to tranſmit you a plan of arrangements 
framed in ſtrit conformity to the Honourable/ Governor 
General's inſtructions to me, and intended to correct the 
prevailing and alarming abuſes of the Vizier's government. 
o prevent the trouble of a reference, I alſo take the liber- 
ty to encloſe you a copy of ſuch part of thoſe inſtructions 
as have any relation to this ſubject. 2 
The propoſed regulations having been tranſlated into the 
Perſian language, and delivered to Hyder Beg Khawn for 
his conſideration and opinion, after repeated excuſes and 
delays, I could prevail on him to give no anſwer whateyer, 
except on the ſubject of the Dewanny, which he flatly 
told me, in the preſence of Mr. Cowper, cloaked a deſign 
to remove him from his office ; nay, he has-even. dared to. 
maintain the ſame propoſition under his hand,; yet this, 
Gentlemen, is a point abſolutely infiſted upon by the Go- 
vernor General, and for the very beſt reaſons. Thoſe rea · 
ſons are indeed of ſuch force as to require no corroboration. 
The abuſes of this department will be beſt underſtood from 
the accompanying. memorandum of a converſation between 
me and Rajah Jaggernaut, the ſon-in-law of Rajah Soorut 
Sing, and the perſon at preſent in oſtenſible poſſeſſion of 
the office of Dewaun; whilſt every purpoſe of its inſtitu- 
tion is utterly deſtroyed by Hyder Beg's uniting in this, as 
in every other inſtance, the controuling and executive 
powers in his own perſon, - In order to explain the car- 
cumſtances giving riſe to this converſation, it is neceſſary 
I ſhould inform you, that Hyder Beg Khawn had uniform- 
ly treated the idea of a reform in this department as ridicu- 
lous, aſſerting, that no office was ever conducted with great- 
er regularity ; and endeavouring to deceive me into an opi- 
nion, that the ſeveral officers of it were in the full exerciſe 
of their reſpeCtive functions: When at laſt he perceived I 
was at all events determine l to aſcertain the truth, he _ 
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ed his ground, and had recourſe to · the ſubterfuge above al- 
tuded to. Again, Gentlemen, could any entreaties have 
prevailed on the Miniſtet to co-operate with and afſiſt me, 
that other moſt important clauſe of my inſtructions had 
long ſince been complied with, and a plan adopted to regu- 
late and limit in future the Nabob's perſonal diſburſements. 
But here again the Miniſter has failed in all his engage- 
ments with me. It is however puſhing his preſumption a 
little too far, when he affirms, that to urge the perform- 
ance of a condition, exprefsly recommended and acceded ro 
by the Vizier in the treaty of Chunar, is a direct inſult to 
the perſon and uſurpation of the rights of his Sovereign, He 
indeed well knows the reverſe of this propoſition is true ; but 
it is not to be imagined that he ſhould patiently abandon the 
prime inſtrument of his aſcendency, by which he has hi- 
therto implicitly commanded the words and actions of the 
Prince his Maſter. It requires no argument to prove, that 
ſo long as the aiſburſements to the Nabob's privy purſe 
ſhall continue to depend upon the will, and to be furniſh- 
ed at the diſcretion of the Miniſter, the Miniſter will pre- 
ſervea power of the moſt dangerous and ruinous tendency 
over his Excellency's mind, which is equally impoſſible he 
ſhould 'efeape from or contend with. Hyder Beg Khawn 
had too much ſagacity not to be aware that the regulations 
1 fed would effectually baffle his policy, by making 
the Virier perfectly independent of him; and he of courſe 
employed all his authority to compel his Maſter into a re- 
ſiſtance againſt the only meaſure which could reſcoe him 
from his preſent humiliating ſtate of vaſſalage, and reſtore 
him to his dignity. This, however, Gentlemen, is a 
point, as I conceive, never to be yielded, becauſe it is not 
till after this event that we can hope to ſee the diſorder and 
profuficn which now pervades and diſgraces the Nabob's 
cxconomy, corrected, or expect any wile or ſalutary admi- 
niſtration of his Finances. | 

When we find the enormous proportion of a third of 
the Vizier's annval income affigned to the ſole purpoſe of 
ſecuring the internal peace of his country, and the collec- 
tion of the revenues, we are naturally led to conclude, the 
fund being ſo conſpicuouſly ſuperabundant, that the a 
plication of it would at leaſt enfure every end of its eſtablith- 
ment. Thoſe, however, who. ſhould ſo reaſon, in the 

reſent inſtance, would be much deceived, fince it is only 
| year that all the Company's troops in the Vizier's do- 

mimons, except twelve hundred. Sepoys (troops ſolely in- 
tended for the defence of this country againſt foreign inva- 
ſion) were employed in the buſineſs of the collection, and 
the ſubjection of refractory Zemindars ; becauſe Hyder 
Beg Khan kept up no eſtabliſhment of che Muttynna.— 


I 4 1 he 
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The compound evil ar ing to the publick from this con- 
duct, is too obvious to require comment or obſervation.— 
Not only the poſitive ſum of near a crore of 2 was diſ- 
ſipated TORS but the ſeveral diſtricts, left deſtitute of de- 
fence, fell a prey to violence, and very ſoon exhibited a 
face of ruin and diſolation ſhocking to humanity ; it begot 
a licentiouſneſs, which campelled people of character and 
property to quit a country under whoſe government they 
derived ſecurity for neither. 
© From the above reaſons, and from the reſult of all my 
enqu:1es into this eſtabliſhment, I am confimed in my opi- 
nion, that nothing leſs thang total reform can correc the 
abuſes of it. At the ſame time, it is much to be lamented, 
that the nature of this evil requires the remedy ſhould be 
gradual and progreſſive. — The farce of the Adawlut, and 
the horrible diſorders reſulting from the negle& of the in- 
diſpenſible inſtitution, I have already, Gentlemen, had the 
honour to explain to you. I have now to add, on this 
unpleaſant ſubject, that within theſe laſt three weeks near 
one hundred perſons have loſt their lives, or been wound- 
ed, either openly in broils, or privately by aſſaſſination. 
The appointment of a Paymaſter and Muſter Maſters, is 
a mockery of the fame nature with the inſtitution of the 
Adawlut. 
I before informed you, Gentlemen, that, with a view 
to promote the public ſervice, I had neglected no opportu- 
nity (though always fruitleſsly) to engage the good will and 
confidence of the miniſter. It was ſtill in this idea that, 
together with the plan of regulations, I delivered a written 
engagement to Hyder Beg Khan, promiſing, ſo ſoon as 
your commands were executed, that, in my repreſenta- 
tions to the Honourable Board, I would do every juſtice in 
my power to his zeal and fidelity. The reception he has 
given to this freſh inſtance of my friendly diſpoſition to- 
wards him, has been perfectly confiſtent with all his former 
conduct, and evinces, to demonſtration, that no advances 
on my part will ever prevail upon him to unite with me in 
meaſures, which, however they may have the general good 
for their object, muſt ſtill continue irreconcileable to his 
principles and 7 7 both the one and the other bein 
apparently and uniformly determined by his private and 
r = 
From what has been ſaid, you will be ſatisfied, Gentle- 
men, that this unhappy country is already in a condition, 
of oppreſſion and miſery, from which it is hardly poſſible 
it ſhould decline. Retarded, however, as they have been 
by the determined contumacy of the Miniſter, it is not, 
et too late to accompliſh the ſeveral great and ſalutary ob- 
jects of my appointment ; and here, Gentlemen, I pledge 
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myſelf, at the riſk of my character and fortune, to fulfil 
them all. At the time I chearfully take upon me ſo ſeri- 
ous and ſo heavy a reſponſibility, I flatter myſelf you will 
deem it equitable and expedient I ſhould no longer be 
expoſed to, an oppoſition that muſt for ever render my exer- 
tions nugatory and abortive—an oppoſition, which, by 
long ſufferance, bas acquired a ſtrength no qualifying mea- 
ſures can now ſurmount, and againſt which no zeal, abi- 
lity, or vigilance will aught avail. 

And here, Gentlemen, permit me finally to, folicit the 
ſpeedy and deciſive interpoſition of your authority. It can- 
not eſcape you how entirely this open and this avowed re- 
ſiſtance of the Miniſter muſt deſtroy, amongſt all ranks, 
the reſpect due to the perſon and ſtation of your repreſenta- 
tive at the court of Oude; a reſpect, without which he muſt 
{till want the weight and importance ſo neceſſary to the ſuc- 
ceſsful management of your political tiations, as well 
as the credit indiſpenſibly required to anſwer the pecuniary 
demands and expectation of your government. | 

I have the honour to be, with the utmoſt reſpect, 
Gentlemen, 
Lucknow, Your moſt faithful and 
6th June, 1783. Very obedient ſervant ' 
| - JOHN BRISTOW, 
A true copy. Reſident at the Vizier's court. 


. Hay, 
Actg. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 


Honourable Sir, and Sus, | | 

Being informed by Mr. Anderſon, that the great diftreſs 
ſuffered, for want of money, had obliged Colonel Charles 
Morgan to order the Candahar horſe to proceed immediate- 
ly to Lucknow without waiting for the reſt of the detach- 
ment; and as Abdul Rechman Cawn has applied to me 
through bis brother at this place, for 30,000 rupees to ſup- 
ply the expences of their march, I have complied accord- 
ingly. In the eſtimate of the Co y's claim on account 
of the Fuzully year 1190, the Nabob Vizier is char 
with the ſum of-3,00,000 rupees, for the ſupport of 
corps; and as Colonel Morgan cannot poſſibly lap ly them 
on the road, and the emergency is very t, I hope the 
advance of this ſum will meet with the Board's approba- 
non, . 

Abdul Rechman Cawn having diſtinguiſhed himſelf in 
a conſpicuous manner, I ſubmit to your conſideration, 
Gentlemen, whether it would not be an eligible meaſure, 


upon 


| 

| 

| 

| 
| 

| 
|. 
| 

| 
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upon his arrival, to folicit the Nabob Vizier to have his 
corps attached to the brigade at Cawnpore. | 
1 am, with the higheſt reſpe&, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BBISTOW, 
28th June, 1783. Reſident at the V izier's Court. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor 
General, &c. Members of the Supreme Council at Fort 
William. 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 5 | 
Since I had laſt the honour to addreſs you, I have been 


confined to my room by indiſpoſition: I am now ſome- 


what recovered, and: ſhall not fail to expedite my reply to 
your commands of the 2gth ultimo, which J have on this 
account been compelled to poſtpone. 
I have the honour to be, with the higheſt reſpect, 
HonourableSir, and Gentlemen, 
Lucknow, | Your moſt obedient 
the 23d June, 1783. Humble ſervant, A 
(Signed) — BRISTOW, 
A true copy. f ent at the Vizier's Court. 


E. n. 
Aag. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 


- 


To Mr. John Briſtow, 


Sir, 

Conformably to the reference of the Board, I recom- 
mend and enjoin your ſtrieſt attention to the following 
inſtructions. > by 

iſt. The balance due from the Nabob Vizier to the 
Company, partly from the negligence and inaccuracy with 
which the monthly accounts. were drawn out, and partly 
from the inattention of the late Reſident, had been ſuffered 
to accumulate to an amount exceeding that at which it 
ſtood at the cloſe of the laſt year, notwithſtanding the 
ſpecial care which I myſelf had taken, in my agreement 
with the Nabob Vizier, concluded on the 19th of Sep- 
tember, 1781, at Chunar, and my inſtructions delivered 
at the ſame time to the Reſident, fince enforced with very 
peremptory and repeated orders. This obliged me lately to 
write, in very ſtrong and unuſual terms, both to the Re- 
ſident and to the Miniſter, and produced the effect of an 
immediate exertion, and conſequent diſcharge of a part of 
the balance, and aſſurances of the ſpeedy payment of the 
remainder. ] do not implicitly rely on theſe aſſurances ; 
but conclude, that on your arrival you will find either a 
large balance ſtill outſtanding of the laſt year's account, or 

that 


% 
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that the whole has been paid off by encroachments- on the 
current year's revenue. la either caſe, your attention will 
be equally required to the ſettlement of this year's aſſign- 
ment, 'unleſs it ſhall have been already accompliſhed. You 
will be careful to guard againft fictitious eſlimates; and if 
any ſuch ſhall appear in the aſſignment already formed, 
you will of courſe infiſt upon their being exchanged for 
others, or their Jumma reduced to their real valve, and 
others added to complete the fum of the year's demands ; 
that is to ſay, the laſt year's arrears, the two ſubſidies of 
the current, and the other ſums for the payment of 'which 
our Government has or ſhall have made itſelf reſponſible ; 
ſo that, at the cloſe of the year, the whole ſhall be entirely 
and completely difcharged. * 1 
2d. You will obferve a very confiderable difference be- 
tween Mr. Middleton's account and the corrected account 
delivered to him by the Accountant General, and now in 
the poſſeſſion of your Accountant Mr. Wombwell; a dif- 
ference nearly equal to thirty lacks of rupees. To the for- 
mer, though made up with falſe calculations, groſs omiſ- 
ſions, and even balances falſely transferred from one 
month's account to the other, Me. Middleton has pertina- 
ciouſly adhered, affecting to call the difference a new claim 
n the Nabob. I fear this may render it an unpleafant 
to you to rectify his errors, as I have no doubt that 
the ſame declaration which he has made to this Govern- 
ment will have been made as'a conceffion to the Nabob 
and his Miniſter, ' and of courſe your demand for the 
difference treated as unjuſt and formed on falſe pretences : 
But the real account is fo clear, and the differences are fo 
ſelf- apparent, that it will be impoſſible for the Miniſter to 
controvert or miſunderſtand them, however he may affect 
the latter. ple % | 
zd. Endeavour to obtain an early and minute informa- 
tion of the ſtate of the province of Owde eſpecially, and 
the reſt of the Nabob's Vizier's dominions ; and report 
the reſult of your enquiries to me, under the following 
heads; viz. | \ 

1ſt. Their Government. 
2d. Their millitary defence, and diſtribution of the 

_ Nabob's forces. 2 

. Revenue. 
4th. Diſpoſition and actual conduct of the Zemin- 
dars, and the means taken for reſtoring and preſerv- 


ings quiet of the country. 
5th. ke, he character and credit of the principal Au- 
mils. | 
6th. Under this general head I muſt alſo refer to 


your enquiry, and defire you will inform me, whe- 
l | ther 


when 
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ther the ſums lately levied, or affirmed to have been 

' tevied, and brought to the Company's credit, by 
M n have been drawn from the Revenue 
of the laſt year; or borrowed, and aſſignments 
given for the repayment, on the Revenues of that 

ear; or exacted by anticipations of the current 

| Pk ? one of which caſes I very much ſuſpect, 
becauſe they muſt have been received at à ſeaſon. 
in 8 the regular collections are always at a 

. Rand. 2 [2 

th. Alſo by what mode, and through what Agents, 

_ - theſe collections were made. 
4th. Immediately on your arrival, ſound the diſpoſition 
of Hyder Beg Cawn.—His conduct has for ſome time paſt 
been highly reproachable. Till within theſe three months, 
r. Johnſon aſſumed a large portion of his autho -; 

rity, he poſſeſſed without controul both the unparticipated 
and entire adminiſtration, with all the powers annexed ta 
that Government, the Nabob himſelf being, as he ever 
muſt be in the hands af ſome perſon, a mere cypher in 
bis, and the ſanction by which he exerciſed, his autho- 
rity; yet he has dared both to uſe the Nabob's name, and 
even his ſeal affixed to letters, either dictated to the Na- 
hob, or written from him without his knowledge, con- 
taining very improper demands on our Government, and 
ſuch as evidently tended to promote Hyder Beg's influence- 
and intereſt, and even to make him aſſume. a very unbe- 
coming tone of refuſal, reproach, and ,reſentment, in 
oppoſition to meaſures recommended by me, and even to 
acts done by my authority in literal conformity to the 
Nabob's own and earneſt ſolicitations ; ſuch as the reſump- 
tion of the Jagheers, and the ſeizure of his father's trea- 
fures, which have been ſo long ſuffered to remain in the 
hands of the Beegum his mother, and the other conditions 
of the engagement exacted from me at Chynar. On every 
occaſion of this kind, the late Reſident has been the faith- 


ful echo and ſupport of the Miniſter's pretentions; I muſt 


therefore have recourſe to you for the introduction of a 


new ſyſtem in that Government. Nor can I omit, while 


I expreſs my reliance upon you for this purpoſe, to re- 
peat the ſentiments which I expreſſed in the verbal inſtruc- 
tions which I gave you at your departure, that there can 
be no medium in the relation between the Reſident and 
the Miniſter, but either the Reſide nt muſt be the ſlave and 
vaſſal of the Minifter, or . the Miniſter at the abſolute de- 
votion of the Reſident. Much as I am diſpleaſed at the 
conduct of the Miniſter, I impute it more to the ſuffe- 
Trance of Mr, Middleton than to himſelf; and if he will 
ſubmit to hold his office on ſuch conditions as I 3 
1 3 wou 
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N. certainly prefer him to any other man who could 
nominated to his office, becauſe he poſſeſſes abilities, 
and a knowledge of buſineſs. He exiſts by his dependence 
on the influence of our Government; and above all, be- 
cauſe a change of adminiſtration, in a government ſo looſe 
as that of Owde, where all the parts of it are held toge- 
ther by the exertion of actual power, and not by the 
ſprings of an. eſtabliſhed conſtitution, would be unavoid- 
ab productive of confuſion and loſs of revenue. There- 
fore it may be adviſeable to try him by the mode of conci- 
liation, in your firſt converſation, with him; at the ſame 
time that it will be neceſſary to declare to him, in the 

aineſt terms, the footing and conditions on which he 
ſhall be permitted to retain his place, with the alternative 
of diſmiſſion and a ſcrutiny into his paſt conduct if he re- 
fuſes it, —In the firſt place, I will not receive from the 
Nabob as his, letters dictated by the ſpirit of oppoſition ; 
but ſhall conſider every ſuch attempt as the Miniſter's, and 
as an inſult on our Government. In the ſecond place, I 
ſhall expeft that nothing is done in his official character 
but with your knowledge and participation ; at the ſame 
time, the firſt ſhare of the reſponſibility will reſt with you. 
The other conditions will, follow diſtinctly in their places, 
becauſe I conſider you as reſponſible for them. 

5th. No adminiſtration can be properly conducted with- 
out lar offices, In that of Owde there is not one, the 
whole being engroſſed by the Miniſter. Two are indiſ- 

nſably neceſſary: firſt, an office of collections; ſecond- 
y, an office of treaſury. I inſiſt upon theſe eſtabliſhments 
being formed immediately; and it muſt be your care to 
appoint ſuch checks to each, that whatever ſums are paid 
from the revenue ſhall be duly entered, and credit given 
for their exact amount in the office of collections; and, 
in like manner, that no ſums ſhall paſs the Treafury 
without a ſimilar controul, The heads of theſe offices 
muſt of courſe be under the general direction of the Mi- 
niſter in all points 8 their accounts, for the fide- 
ity of which they muſt be ſolely reſponſible, and made 
liable to the ſevereſt puniſhments if they falfify them. 
What other offices may have been in uſe in the time of 
the Nabob Suja ul Dowla, and at this time neceſſary, you 
will enquire, and either cauſe them to be re-eſtabliſhed, or 
not, as it ſhall appear to be proper. | 

In this laſt deſcription I include the Adawluts ; you will 

d them recommended, but conditionally, in my in- 
ſtructions to Mr. Middleton: it is certain that the want 
of them, and the univerſal and extreme licentiouſneſs oc- 
caſioned thereby, is one of the moſt diſreputable deſects 
of the Vizier's Government ; yet I much doubt whether, 

101 | | introduced 
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introduced into ſuch a ſtate at once, and abruptly, they 
would not add to the miſchiefs which they were intended 
to redreſs ; for perhaps there is ſcarce ari individual who 
would not become immediately obnoxious to their au- 
thority, and, I fear, ſcarce an individual capable of dif. 
charging even a {mall portion of their dectees ; while they do 
not exiſt, every man knows the hazard which he incurs in 
tending his money. Their eſtabliſtment might tend to de- 
ceive, by holding out the appearance of falſe aſſurances 
and with reſpect to oppreffions of every ſpecies, unleſs 
each Court was armed with a ſtrong military force, it 
would not be in their power to prevent or puniſh them; 
neither in that caſe is it certain, that they would not 
themſelves prove the greateſt inſtruments of opprefion. The 
Aumils, in the firſt inſtance, and the Munduls or Chiefs 
of the villages ultinfately, muſt ſupply this defect, if it 
cannot be otherwiſe remedied. I merely intimate this 
fubje& to you, as proper for your enquiry and confidera- 
tion, but cannot give you any inſtructions concerning it. 

6th. Great care muſt be taken in the choice of Aumils; 
J ſhall not deſcend to particulars, but enjoin one caution 
only as indiſpenſably neceſſary that no Aumil be ap- 
pointed to a frontier ſtation, without ſuch pledge ot other 
ſecurity for compelling his perſonal appearance whenever 
required, as may inſure, beyond a doubt, his obedience 
and fidelity; and both theſe and others, wherever ſtation- 
ed, ought to have the means of ſelf-proteftion, and to be 
truſted and ſupported. i | 

8th. From the practice which the late Refident, his de- 
puty, and the Minifter, ſeem to have prefcribed to them 
ſelves, of with-holding all official information from me, 
I have been under the neceſſity of forming my opinion of 
the ſtate of the Nabob's Government upon private ititelti- 
gence ; but this, from its variety, from its concurrence, ' 
notwithſtanding the various channels throngh which it has 
paſſed, and, above all, from its notoriety, comes to me 
with all the weight which the higheſt authority could give 
it. For ſome facts, I have the teſtimony of ſworn evi- 
dence ; ſuch are the tranſactions of the rebel Zemindars of 
Goorookpoor and Bareach, in the inſutrections of the laſt 
year, which had for their immediate object the deſtruttion 
of Colonel Hannay, and the officers of his command; and 
ultimately the extirpation of the Engliſh influence and power 
thro ut the whole of the Nabob Vizier's dominions. 
The Zemindars who diſtinguiſhed themſelves on this o&- 
cafion were Zalim Sing, Ajeet Mull, Geenoo Roy, and 
Perty Pall Sing. I am well informed that theſe mem have 
perſevered in their rebellious conduct, without deviation, 
to the prefent time, though the Nabob's, and not our 
18 Government, 
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Government, is the object of it. Repreſent to the Na- 
bob, and effectually, the bad policy of ſuffering ſuch ex- 
amples to paſs with impunity; obtain his order for em- 
ploying ſome ſure means for apprehending thefe Zemin- 
dars; and if it ſhall appear, on a fair and regular enquiry, - - 
that their conduct towards the Nabob (I paſs over that 
which regards ourſelves alone) has been ſuch as it has been 
reported to be, he ought, and you muſt inſiſt upon it, to 
puniſh them with death, and to treat with the ſame rigour 
every Zemindar and every ſubject who ſhall be the leader 
in a rebellion againſt his authority. Severe as this injunc- 
non may appear at the firſt fight, it will be mercy in its 
effects, if the Nabob will adopt the policy, by inſuring 
the tranquillity of this country, and faving the blood of 
bis people; for the reſolution once publiſhed, and enforc- _ 
ed in a ſingle inſtance, will make it unneceſſary to proſe- 
cute it to a ſecond example. | 
10th, On the information of the deſection of Almaſs 
Ally Khan, of ſymptoms apparent of the like diſpoſition 
in the Aumil of Rohilcund, and of the general anarchy 
which prevailed in every other part of the Nabob's domi- 
nions, the Board, though officially unappriſed of theſe, 
as of every other ſubje& requiring their knowledge of 
them, reſolved and ordered, that a ſtrong detachment, 
under Colonel Sir John Cummings, ſhould march into 
the dominions of the Nabob Vizier, both for its internat 
defence, and for the relief of the numerous detachments 
which we underſtand, and this alſo from private informa- 
tion only, have been made by the ſole authority of Mr. 
Johnſon, covered by the Nabob's formal requiſition, from 
the army ſtationed at Cawnpore. You will receive an or- 
der from the Board, to notify to the Commanding Officer 
of every detachment, that its ſervices are no longer re- 
quired ; which notification it will reſt with your diſcretion 
to make on the inſtant in which you ſhall ſee that it can 
be done with ſafety ; and a correſpondent order will be 
ſent to Colonel Morgan, to command the inſtant return 
of every detachment within four-and-twenty hours after 
the receipt of every ſuch notification. Upon this ſubjec̃t 
I defire you to beat in mind, that the army in Cawnpore, 
or in whatever part of the frontier it may be ſtationed, is 
appointed for the external defence of the Nabob's domi- 
nions, and for that only; that this was its original deſti- 
nation, intended by the treaty of 1774, commonly known 
by the treaty of Benares ; and that every deviation from 
this object, and every diminution of its force, are impo- 
litie, and highly dangerous to our own exiſtence, by the 
encouragetnent which it will afford to foreign invaſion, 1 
underſtand that at this time there are only two regiments 
| of 
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of ſepoys, left, to ſupport the ſmall body of Europeans to 
which the ſtrength of — ſtation is now 13 Events 
may hereafter ariſe of ſo ſudden and urgent an emergency, 
as to require a temporary deviation from this maxim; but 
it will be with the greateſt reluctance and diſſatisfaction that 
the Board will ever hear of ſuch a diſpoſition, and there- 
fore you muſt be careful that the exigency be ſuch, from 
its urgency and neceſſity, as will clearly 3 ou in de- 
viating from it, though but by the call of a ſingle regiment 
off that ſtation to any part of the Nabob's internal domi- 
nions; and on every ſuch occaſion you muſt be careful to 
comply with every formality enjoined by my inſtructions 
to Mr. Middleton, dated the 23d of September, and to 
tranſmit inſtant advice of it to the Board, not waiting for 
the detail of your reaſons, which, to prevent delays, may 
follow as you ſhall have leiſure to forward them. 

I muſt make it my particular injunction, that ſuch a 
Notification as I have mentioned above may be, at all 
events, inſtantly tranſmitted to the officer commanding 
the detachment ſent to Furruckabad, if my information be 
true, that ſuch a meaſure has been aſſumed by Mr. John- 
fon; for which no pretext can juſtify him. 
|. 14th. Study, on every occafion, to conciliate the good 

will of the Nabob, and ſhew him ever oſtenſible and ex- 
ternal mark of reſpect. I ſhould-hope, that, with due at- 
tention, you would not find it difficult to make himſelf 
the mover of every act neceſſary, whether for the advance- 
ment of his own intereſt or the diſcharge of his debts to 
the Company. But this can never be effected while the 
Miniſter maintains that aſcendant over him which he at 
_ preſent holds, by the means of a nearer and more private 
- intercourſe, and by affecting to the vindicator of his rights, 
againſt the claims of our government. In my late en- 
gagement with the Nabob, it was ſtipulated that a certain 
ſum ſhould be ſet apart monthly for his private expence, 
and this made a part of my private inſtructions to Mr. 
Middleton. The ſum was afterwards fixed, as I recollect, 
at thirty lacks, It was my intention and direction, that 
this appropriation ſhould be made before any other; and 

this I make my preſent injunction to you, requiring alſo, 
that you do make it a point of immediate and ſtrict en- 
quiry, whether the Nabob has hitherto received the whole, 
and punctual payment of the ſum aſſigned to this account, 
or any part of it has been withheld from him, whether 
with' or without his concurrence, I mention this, be- 
cauſe, from ſome private information which I have lately 
received, | have reaſon to ſuſpect that this is actually the 
cafe. Whatever foundation there may be for this On | 
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let juſtice be done to the Nabob, and if he has been de · 
ceived, undeceive him. | 3 
15th. The Nabob has repeatedly and bitterly complain- 
ed of the indignity which he ſuffers in his authority by 
the uſurpation of the Company's Reſident, and as repeat= 
edly demanded, that, whenever the Company's balance 
ſhall be completely diſcharged, he may be Fe from this 
vexation ; that he may be permitted to pay the ſubſidy in 
ready money; and that the aſſignments, which have been 
granted to ſatisfy that demand, may be reſtored to him. I 
confeſs that 1 did myſelf give encouragement to this pro- 
poſition, knowing at the ſame time the quarter — 
whence it came, I mean from Hyder Beg Than; and, 
willing to exonerate this Government from the trouble 
and reſponſibility, and the Company from the diſgrace, of 
whatever might attend the adminiſtration of the Nabob's 
Government, I thought too that it preſented a ſure proſ- 
pect of the regular payment of the current demands, by 
the penalty which would attend the failure in the reſump- 
tion of the former ſyſtem of aſſignments, and in the per- 
ſonal claims which it would bring on the Miniſter : but 
his miſconduct has ſince manifeſted itſelf in ſo many parti- 
cular inſtances, beſide the univerſal diſorder of the coun- 
try, and this is ſo alarming in its effects to our own Go- 
verment, that I ſhall heſitate, until I have the ſureſt and 
moſt ſatisfactory grounds to recommend an acquieſcence in 
ſuch a meaſure. At preſent, the plea on which it is 
grounded is probably yet at ſome diſtance; for while I 
am writing theſe inſtructions, freſh circumſtances occur to 
my-knowledge, which make me much ſuſpect the real 
ment of the ſums brought to the Nabob's credit for the 
fal year's balance. It may not, however, be amiſs to talk 
with the Miniſter on the ſubject; to let him know that 
it is well underſtood to be a demand for ſubſtituting his 
authority in the place of the Company's, and to inveſt him 
with the ſovereignty of the Nabob's dominions ; to aſk 
him, whether he ſhall in ſuch caſe expect the Company's 
protection; and if he does, by what claim of right; and 
whether, in the event of his involving our Government 
in a new ſcene of hoſtilities, by thoſe which his mal- ad- 
miniſtration may produce, whether internally or by inva-- 
fon, in that country, he ſhall think himſelf in juftice 
exempt from the — vengeance which we may be diſ- 


poſed to exact from him. At all events, the propofition 
muſt be diſcouraged till a ſafer ſeaſon for its acceptance: 
but the abſolute rejection of it cluded with the Nabob, if 
he ſhall himſelf renew it. 2 

16th, For the reſt, I refer you to my inſtructions to 


Mr, Middleton, to which, in every point not'revoked or 
1 qualified 


Vor. IV. 
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qualified by theſe inſtructions, I muſt require your moft 
attentive and literal obedience, © 
17th. I do juſtice to my ſenſe of your character in de- 
claring my entire reliance on your prudence and integrity ; 
and to theſe I truſt for your deviation from any part of 
theſe inſtructions, at your diſcretion, in any inſtance which 
ſhall appear to you neceſſarily to require it; deſiring, 
however, as a proper caution, that, as much as you can 
ou will leave the ſabjeQ free for my correction of it, and 
inſtantly inform me, or the Board, according to the de- 
gree of its importance, that you have acted in ſuch a man- 
ner, with your reaſons for it. | | 
os I am, 
Fort William, Sir, 
OR. 23d, 1782. Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
* (Signed) WARREN HASTINGS, 
A true copy. | 
_ Hi. 
Aſſiſt. to the Reſident. 


Letter of Inſtructions from the Governor General to 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 15 


To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Reſident at the Court of 
Nabob Vizier. 


a 5 

Having on the 19th inſtant entered into certain engage - 
ments with the Nabob Vizier, tending to relieve his nan- 
ces of a burthen they were no longer able to ſuſtain, with 
fandry other clauſes, the execution of which is entruſted 
to you, I herewith incloſe an authentic copy of the fame 
for your guidance. The Nabob, on his behalf, has fub- 
{cribed and ſealed an agreement in your preſence, and in 
the preſence of Mr. Richard Johnſon and Hyder Beg 
Khan, reſpecting the better adminiſtration of his affairs, 
of which I alſo tranſmit you an authentic copy. 

To theſe papers, and to the points conſequently and ne- 
ceſſarily dependant on them, T think it neceſſary to add 

the following inſtructions, to which I require your moſt 
' implicit obedience. . 

I need ſcarcely inform you, that my chief object, in 
my negoclations with the Nabob, has been to induce and 
aſſiſt him to bring his Government and finances into fuch 
regularity, as to prevent his alliance from being a clog in- 
ſtead of an Aid to the Company: and to enable him to 
diſcharge his debt in the ſhorteſt time pofſible. To this 
end, the moſt eſſential point is to limit and ſeparate his 

perſonal diſburſements trom the public accounts. you 
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maſt not, in their total annual amount, exceed what he 
has received in any of the laſt three years. This amount. 
in twelve equal parts, ſhould be paid him monthly out of 
the firſt receipts; and the remainder of the net collections 
placed ſeparately in a public treaſury, from whence his 
public, military, and civil eſtabliſhment muſt be paid, un- 
der the fole management and controul of the Miniſters, 
with your concurrence. It is of courſe to be underſtood, 
that this has no connection, and is in no ſhape to inter- 
fere with the Company's aſſignment and the collections 
upon them, which are to be conducted as uſual : and as 
by the addition of the Jagheer lands, with their revenues, 
to the Nabob's regular collections, his income will, or 
ought to be, confiderably increaſed, I ſhall expect that the 
whole of the exceſs be appropriated to the diſcharge of the 
Nabob's debts to the Company. 41 
Atſter ſettling the amount of the perſonal diſburſements 
of the Nabob Visier and his houſehold; the next point 
that will _—_— your exertion, towards the general ar- 
rangement of the public charges, is to reform the eſtabliſh- 
ed Muttaiena troops, reducing them into one eſtabliſhed 
corps for the whole ſervice. If this corps ſhould be brought 
to conſiſt ſolely of "cavalry; it would beſt anſwer mutual 
benefit, leaving no infantry in the Nabob's ſervice but 
what may be neceſſary for his body guard; and to ſupply 
the deficiency, ſhould any occur from ſuch arrangement, 
our infantry may be employed where mfantry are wanted. 

The corps reformed and eftabliſhed, their pay muſt be 
iſſued from the public treaſury : no aſſignments to be in fu- 
ture granted them, and thoſe already iſſued to be recalled. 
To complete this, all numbers above what the real ſer- 
vice may require, or the actual net receipts may be ade- 
quate to the full payment of, muſt be di ed as faſt as 
their arrears can be paid off. 

The Nabob will fele& and appoint his own Command- - 
ers; but if he ſhould nominate r ſuch as 
men commonly known by the name Orderlies, or 
others deriving their influence from them, or of known 
diſaffection to our Government, you are in ſuch caſe to 
remonſtrate againſt it; and if the Vizier ſhall perfiſt in 
his choice, you are perempto-ily,” and in my name, to op- 
pole it · as 12 agreement, ; 

For the management of the collections, the Miniſters, 
with your concurrence, are to chuſe all Aumils and Col- 
lectors, and in their choice to be guided by the reſpoꝑſibi - 
lity, good reputation, and known ability of the perſons 
_ _ that changes may, as far as poſſible, be 
avoided, 


Wo. | Much 
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Much is to be ſaid, though little may now ſuit, upoa 
the ſubject of the diſtribution of juſtice in the Nabob's 
dominions. For the preſent, 1 limit myſelf to direct you 
to urge the Nabob to endeavour gradually, if it cannot be 
done at once, to eſtabliſh Courts of Adawlut throughout 
his diſtrifts ; the Darogahs, Mowlavies, and other officers 
of which muſt be ſcleQed, as in the caſe of the Aumils, 
by the Miniſters, with your concurrence.—The want of 
theſe Courts is equally hurttul to the revenue, govern- 
ment, and reputation of the Nabob. | . 
In conſequence of the diſturbances which the rebellious 
examples of Rajah Chiet Sing has cauſed in the Nabob 
Vizier's country, I have inſtructed Colonel Morgan to 
aſſiſt ycu, on the requiſition of the Vizier, communicated 
by you to him, or at your own ſingle Nr if any 
caſe of emergency ſhould make it needful, with ſuch de- 
tachments as may be neceſſary, excluſive of the regiment 
of Sepoys which is ſtipulated to remain with you at Luck- 
now. This power you are not to exerciſe but in caſe of 
the moſt urgent and manifeſt neceſſity. It is directed, that 
the regiment ordered for the immediate protection of your 
office and perſon at Lucknow, ſhall be relieved every three 
months, and, during its ſtay there, ſhall act ſolely and ex- 
.clufively under your orders. A" 40 

It is finally my poſitive order, That you do not permit 
any Britiſh ſubjects, or others, claiming the name and 
protection of the Company, to reſide at Lucknow, or 
within any part of the — of the Nabob Vizier, 
except the officers and ſoldiers of the army adting in their 
duty, and ſuch perſons as are officially appointed to remain 
there. And that, to ſuch as are now at Lucknow, or in 
any other part of this dominion, not falling within the 
deſcription of the above exception, you give due notice 
in writing, that they quit the country, allowing them a 
reaſonable time, not exceeding three months, to ſettle 
their affairs ; and in caſe of their refuſal, you are to in- 
form the Nabob thereof, that he may uſe his own au- 
thority to compel them to. depart. 

| hunar, I am, 
23d September, 1781. e, | 

Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

A "_ _ (Signed) WARREN HASTINGS, 
. „Hill, 
Aſſiſt. to the Reſident. 
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Copy of the A t concluded by the Governor Gene- 
ral with the Visier, on the 19th of September, 1781. 


The Nabob Vizier ul Mummalick Aſſof ul Dowlah, 
Aſſof Joh, Yeheyah Khan Behadar, having repeatedly and 
urgently repreſented, that he is unable to ſupport. the ex- 
pences of the temporary brigade, cavalry, and Engliſh offi- 
cers, with their battalions, as well as other gentlemen who 
are now paid by him, under the denomination of Sebundy, 
&c. &c. and having made ſundry requeſts to that and other 
purpoſes ; and as the conſtancy aud firmneſs of his alliance 
with the Company entitle him to every conſideration and 
relief that may depend upon us, I Warren Haſtings, Go» 
vernor General, I Maud ud Dowlah Jelladit Jung Behader, 
Kc. &c. on behalf of the Governor General and Council, 
have agreed to the. under-mentioned articles, the 19th day 
of September, in the year of our Lord 1781, correſpond- 
ing to the laſt day of Ramzan, 1195 of the Hedjeree. 

iſt. That the temporary brigade, and three regiments of 
cavalry, be no longer charged to the Nabob's account for 
the year Fuſſelee 1189, excepting a term of two and a half 
months, which is required for their paſſing the Nabob's 
boundaries, and for which, together with all former ar- 
rears, their uſual pay and allowances are to be made good. 
Alſo the Engliſh rs, with their Sebundy battalions, 
and other gentlemen, excepting the Reſident's office, now 
upon the Nabob's lift, be no longer at his charge for the 
year 1189, the arrears being paid up, with the addition of 
two months allowances, 'The true meaning of this being, 
that no more troops be paid for by the Nabob, than the 
number of European infantry, artillery, and ſepoys, agreed 
for, under the title of one brigade, with the late Nabob 
Shujah ud Dowlah, now paid for at the rate of 260,000 
rupees per month, to which is now to be added one regi- 
ment of ſepoys of the preſent eſtabliſhment, expreſsly al- 
lowed for the purpoſe of protecting the office, treaſury, and 
perſon, of the Reſident at Lucknow, the pay and allowances 
of which are to commence from the 1ſt of Aughun next, 
at the rate of rupees 25,000 per month. The regiment to 
be relieved every three months. - The brigade to be ſtationed 
or moved whenever the Nabob ſhall direct, in the mode 
preſcribed in the former treaty with the Nabob V jzier de- 
ceaſed. And, finally, that whenever the Nabob Vizier 
ſhall require a further aid of troops from the Company, the 
pay and allowances ſhall commence from the day of their 
paſſing the Carumnaſſa. Alſo, ſhould the aſſiſtance of the 

abob's troops be required by the Company, their pay and 
allowances, as may then be agreed upon, be allowed during 
the time they may ſerve, 


. | 2d. That, 
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| 2d. That, as great diſtreſs bas ariſen to the Nabob's go- 
vernment, from the military power and dominion aſſumed 
by the Jaghierdars, he be permitted to reſume, ſuch as he 
may find neceſſary, with a reſerve that all ſuch, for the 
amount of whoſe jagheers the Company are guarantees, 
ſhall, in caſe of 'the reſumption of their lands, 1 
the amount of their net collections, through the Refident, 

in ready money. | 
d. That as Fyz- Oolla Khan has, by his breach of 
treaty, forfeited the protection of the Engliſh government, 
cauſes, by his continuance in his preſent 8 ſtate, 
great alarm and detriment to the Nabob, he be permitted, 
when time ſhall ſuit, to reſume his lands, and pay him in 
money, through the Reſident, the amount ftipulated by 
treaty, after deducting the amount and charges of the troops 
he ſtands engaged to furniſh by treaty, which amount ſhall 
be paſſed to the account of the Company, during the conti- 
nuance of the preſent war. £63, 
4th. That no Engliſh Reſident be appointed to Furrucka- 

bad, and the prefent one recalled. | 
5th. That the treaties made between the Engliſh and the 
Nabob Shujah ud Dowlah be ratified between the preſent 
parties, as far as may be conſiſtent with the above- written 
articles ; and that no officers, troops, or others, be put 
e Nabob's eſtabliſhment, excluſive of thoſe herein 

ipu y 1243 | bo £5 di 
- A true _ (Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 
Hill. N 


Aſſiſtt. to the Reſt. 


Copy of the Agreement made by the Vizier with the Go- 


vernor General. 


Having on my behalf agreed to the requiſitions of the 
Nabob Vizier, without diminution or reſerve, I muſt now 
repeat the requeſt, which | before verbally made to him, 
That he will be pleaſed to attend to ſuch propoſals as I ſhall 
have to make to him; and to theſe I expe& his aſſent the 
more readily, as they have for their ultimate obje& his in- 
tereſt alone, that of the Company being no further con- 
cerned than in the influence which they will eventually have 
m the payment of the debts due from the Nabob to the 
Company. I therefore recommend to him to reduce the 
great number of his Sebundy and other troops to regular 
and complete eſtabliſhments, not to be paid by aſſignments 
of revenue, but in money from the Treaſury, and their 
number not to exceed the certain means of paying them. 
But, as this may be difficult, without making a ſeparation 
of the Nabob's private and public funds, I further = 
mend, 
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mend, that he receive into his private purſe no more than a 
fired monthly ſum, for the expences of his perſon and 
houſehold ; and that the remainder of the net collections 
be left in a public Treaſury, under the management of his 
public Miniſters, and the inſpection of the Reſiqent, for 
the diſcharge of his military and civil diſburſements. | 

This advice is not meant to affect the aſſignments actually 
made, and which muſt be annually renewed, for the pay- 
ment of the paſt debt, and the current demands of the 
Company. 5 
Signed and ſealed by the Nabob; accepting, and 

promiſing to conform to the above advice. 
A true copy. 

8. Hill, 


Aſſiſt. to the Reſt. a 
A true copy of an encloſure 


Mr. Briſtow's letter. 
E. HAY, 
Actg. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 


Tranſlation of Propoſitions for the better Settlement of his 
Excellency the Nabob Vizier's Affairs. 


iſt. The realizing the Company's balance is the firſt ob- 
ject. This year the bad management of many of the 
Aumils, and the delaying to ſettle their accounts fn proper 
time, cauſed great confuſion in many pare of the country, 
A balance will be the conſequence. The year is now ex- 
piring ; it is proper every = young on nk ſettled, the ex- 
traordin rges curtailed, a neceſſary ces 
be ved, thas the Avumils may receive charge free the de 
ginning of the year, make their arrangements in proper 
time, and have no excuſe for not ying the revenue, 
2d. The office of Dewan has — ong held by Rajah 
Seorut Sing; but the Rajah poſſeſſes no authority in it; 
and the accounts I have required, were furniſhed with great 
difficulty and delay; exclufive of which. perſons who have 
connection with the office tranſact the bufineſs. It is ne- 
ceſſary that orders ſhould be iſſued to every Aumil and 
Sooriſhtedar, direQting them to furniſh, without delay or 
evaſion, every account- the Rajah may require. The ac- 
counts of every diſtri and place, as well a> of all the eſta- 
bliſhments, ſhall be depoſited in the Dewan's Cutcherry, 
for which a proper houſe ſhall be allotted. If accounts, 
once delivered in, ſhould ever be changed or altered in any 
particulat, by any of the officers of the Dewanny, ſevere 
puniſhments ſhould be inflicted on the offenders. You 
will be pleaſed to aſcertain the different departments of the 


Dewanny from its officers, ſpecifying the officers, the _ 
| 8 45 
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ſons who hold them, and every particular ſeparately, and 


favour me with an account of the whole. 
3d. A Treaſurer was appointed for the Vizier's . 
expences, and a Paymaſter for the army ; provided the re- 
venues had been remitted according to the propoſed plan, 
the ſum total of them (the Company's aſhgnments ex- 
cepted) would have been depoſited in thoſe treaſuries, and 
the particulars of the expenditure have been aſcertained. 
Notwithſtanding I have called for the account diſburſements, 
and the balance of caſh, on the day Takoor Doſs was 
appointed, I have never been able to obtain either; beſides 
which, the ſaid Takoor Dols, according to the plan, ought 
to have been Moktar Muſshreff : He has never been put in 
charge and confidence, which was before placed in him un- 
der his Excellency's adminiſtration, he has entirely loſt. 
In conſequence-of the Treaſuries not being properly ma- 
naged, large ſums are embezzled, though neceſſary eſta- 
bliſhments are not provided for, whilſt lacks are ſquan- 
dered in uſeleſs expences. It is neceſſary a General Trea- 
ſurer ſhould be appointed, to whom all receipts of revenue 
ſhould be firſt paid, and afterwards diſtributed to the ſubor - 
dinate Treafuries. | | 25. | - 

4th. Funds for the regular payment of the Vizier's per- 
ſonal expences are the firſt conſideration. It is neceſſary to 
do away the diſgrace ſuffered from the diſtreſs of the V izier's 
houſehold, and irregular payment of his ſervants wages ; 
and for this purpoſe, the — allotted for the ſupport of 
his houſehold and ſervants, ſhould be paid into the hands 
of a ſeparate T reaſurer. That the whole ſum ſhall be di- 
vided into twelve equal inſtallments, paid monthly by the 
ſaid Treaſurer. No payments to be made, except by the 
Vizier's orders, atteſted by the acting Miniſter, and that 
no perſon, holding offices in the Vizier's houſehold, ſhall 
be a Farmer of Revenue. 1 

5th. Large ſums would be required to ſatisfy the liſt of 
Jagheerdars and F to his Excellency's | 
want of money, few are paid. The diſtreſs has been ſo 
great, that the Nabob's brothers, the women belonging to 
the Zennanahs of the late Vizier's, and the Nabob Bur- 
haan ul Mulk, have been in want even of the neceſſaries 
of life; ſome of his Excellency's brothers have ſought a 
| ſubſiſtence with other Chiefs, It is therefore neceffary a ſe- 

parate Treaſurer ſhould be appointed for the J aghierdars 
and Tuncawhdars, and their penfions be paid monthly, 
according to the months of the Fuſſully year. | 

6th. It is certain that great ſums are embezzled under the 
head of army diſburſements. Many ſervants on the civil 
liſt enjoy conſiderable emoluments under this head; and 


here are no good troops exiſting ; and ſhould their an 


o 
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be called for, 12,000 nor even 10,000 could be aſſembled. 
The few which exiſt have encreafing arrears ; and many, 
claſſed among the. troops, have obtained ſervice owing en- 
tirely to the fayour and intereſt of Mutſuddies, the 
civil officers of Government. They are totally unfit for 
ſervice. The keeping a uſeleſs army, out of confideratioa 
to ſuch people, is the worſt of ſyſtems in Government. 
The cavalry have no fixed eſtabliſhment. For theſe ſeveral 
reaſons there is no regularity or diſcipline in the Vizier's 
army. Thoſe perſons conſidered as troops, ſhould not act 
under the orders of any perſon, except their own Com- 
manders, and ſhould never follow in the ſuite of auy man. 
When I relinquiſhed the Tarkſowar aſſignments, the acti 
Miniſter promiſed me, that their juſt pay ſhould be paid 
them monthly, and given into the hands of each trooper. 
The embezzlements, the troopers riding the V izier's horſes, 
and other abuſes in this corps, ought to have been cor- 
reed ; but the pay was iſſued as uſual, and the abuſes con- 
tinue. You will pleaſe to furniſh me with a ſtatement of 
Tipper Chund's office, ſpecifying the particular duties of 
* artment, and the expence attending the whole. 

7th. The acting Miniſter has repeatedly informed me, 
that Muſter Maſters have been deputed to every diftri& ; 
nevertheleſs, the efabezzlements and frauds have not been 
communicated to me. It is requiſite that you ſhould, 
through Rajah Tipper Chund, inform me of the names 
of the Mutter Maiter at every ſtation, and the reſult of 
their enquiries. g | 
Sth. The ſyſtem of aſſignment ſhould be abaliſhed, ex- 

t on account of the Company. The revenue to be de- 
poſited with the General Treaſurer, who ſhall every day 
give a ſtatement of the bills he may receive. | 

th, Robberies and murders are committed to an exceſs 
in Lucknow; it is therefore neceſſary to eftabliſh the Phouſ- 

Adaulut upon a reſpectable footing. 

10th. There ſhould be an office of Aumeen eſtaſtliſhed, 
for the trial of civil cauſes, diſputed lands, and exactions 
made by Aumils. | | 

11th. That civil and military truſts ſhould not be united 
under the ſame perſons. 

12th, Whereas the above propofitions are agreeable to the 
arrangements ordered by the Governor General, the acting 
2 office, as well as mine, depends on the execu- 

em. 


Tranſlation 


EI IE I er, I Em 
* by - 


4th inftant; again you promiſed to deliver me your anſwer 


158 Papers relating to Charger IV. and XVI. 
Tranſlation of an Agreem nent propoſed to Hyder Beg Cawn 
1 | | | by Mr. Frille 8 | ol | 


1 engage to tranſact, agreeable to my inftraRions, 'the 


affairs of both the Vizier's and tlie Honburable the Go. 
vernor General's adminiſtration, in participation and with 


the advice of the Nabob Amyr ul Dowla Hyder Beg Cawn 


Behader, and will never deviate in any point of or 
friendſhip, ſo long as the faid Amyr ul Dowla Hyder Beg 
Cawn Behadre ſhall abide by the conditions of our reci- 
procal agreement. I will act by his advice in all affairs 
and tranſactions; and after having executed the Governor 
General's regulations, which he has directed ſolely for the 
benefit and advantage of his Excellency's affairs, and the 
good of humanity, 1 will repreſent his zeal, in the affiſtance 
he may have afforded me, to the Honourable the Governor 
General, and obtain by every means in my power his con- 
firmation 1n the office of the Naib. -Wherefore theſe fe 
words are written in the ſtyle of an agreement. 


Tranſlation of a letter from Mr. John Briſtow to Hyder Beg 
Cawn, dated the 8th of Jummudy Uſſauny, Higera, 


1179- 


On the 26th of Jemmadyulaurel, I had the pleaſure to 
deliver to you the general plan, when you promiſed to fur- 
niſh me with an anſwer in two days. On the 28rh of the 
fame month I had the. pleaſure ot ſeeing you, when you 
made enquiries concerning ſeveral points, and requeſted a 
further delay of two days. I did not fee you again till the 


on the morrow. neither ſaw you, however, the next 
day, or the day after that, to wit, the th or 6th inſtant. 
On the 7th (yeſterday) you further poſtponed your anſwer 
till this day (the 8th). Thus, Sir, twelve days have elapſ- 
ed. I am therefore to requeſt that you will, in anſwer to 
this letter, be ſo obliging as to fix poſitively ſome one cer- 
tain day to furniſh me with an anſwer to each particular 
article of the above mentioned plan. 


Tranſlation of Hyder Beg Cawn's Anſwer to the above, 
written the ſame Day. 


I have been favoured with your letter, pointing out to | 


me the ſeveral delays which have occurred reſpecting my 


anſwer to your general plan. [ Alluding to the death of a 


child]. The misfortune which has lately befallen me is not 


unknown to you. To be expoſed to ſuch diſtreſs is the 


common lot of humanity, With reſpe& to the plan = 
PO 


hd 


LES YL, * 
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to be carried into execution at the commencement of 
the enſuing year, there is a difference in what you have 
been to ſay, and in what you have have written to me 
on the ſubject. I am at your devotion.— Whatever you, 
Sir, have planned, begin it at any time, and in any man- 
ner; 1 am obedient to your orders. 


Tranſlation of a Letter from Mr. John Briſtow to Hyder 


Beg Cawn, dated the gth Jummady Uſſauny. 


I have received your letter in reply to mine 9 
requeſting you will fix on ſome day for furniſhing me wi 
2 reply to ſeveral articles of the new plan. You inform me, 
that I have told you one thing, and have written to you an- 
other. —I am not, Sir, guilty of ſach inconſiſt — 
I have uniformly requeſted of you, that ſuch parts of the 
lan as could be carried -into execution without delay might 
be immediately executed, and the remainder poſtponed till 
the commencement of the new year. But it is moſt ne- 
ceſſary every article ſhould be deliberated on at this time, 
and every proper preparation made, and the arrangement 
of the ſeveral mahals determined upon, previous to the pe- 
riod allotted for its execution. Agreeably .to your written 
engagement, I was to bave received as Yeſterday your advice 
and opinion upon the ſeveral articles of the written plan I 
delivered to you. To what purpoſe then do you now men- 
tion to me a contradiAion in my words and writings ?— 
In affairs of ſuch conſequence, procraſtination is impoſ- 
fible.—-l am therefore compelled to repeat my requeſt, that 
you will poſitively appoint ſome day, and furnith me with 
a complete anſwer on the ſubje& above mentioned, that I 
may tranſmit it to the Honourable the Governor General. 


Tranſlation of a Letter from Hyder Beg Cawn, in Anſwer 
to the foregoing. 


I have received your letter, I have formerly repreſented 
to you, and I now repeat it, that J am at your devotion.— 
In whatever mode ſhall ſeem beſt to you, commence your, 
plan; no objection whatever ſhall be made by me. With 
relpe& to, what I mentioned of the difference between your 
verbal and written inſtructions, it would ill become me to 
falfify the fact. [Alluding again to the death of his child. ] 
peat to yourſelf, Sir, whether the excuſe I alledged for 
he feveral delays was founded or not. Relative to the plan 
and arrangement, I make no objeftion ; you, Sir, will 
adjuſt in the manner moſt agreeable to yourſelf. There is 
one moſt important article in the plan you have propoſed— 
To bring farwards Rajah Soorut Sing, and trauſa 2 

rs 
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fairs through him, and without a crime to aboliſh the Naib's 
office, is in reality to diſpoſſeſs me of my poſt. I am obe- 
dient to your commands, and in every reſpect ſubmit my- 
ſelf to your orders. My anſwer to the plan you have ſub. 
mitted to me is merely this—that you ſhall do in it what 
is moſt agreeable to yourſelf, I have no objection to make. 


Tranſlation of a Letter from Mr. John Briſtow to Hyder 
Beg Cawn, dated the 40th Jummady Uflanny. - 


have been favoured with your letter, in anſwer to mine, 
relative to the execution of the general plan heretofore ſub. 
mitted to your conſideration. hat you write, reſpecting 
your readineſs to carry it into execution, is moſt agreeable 
to me; but I aſſure you it never entered into my 1magina- 
tion to diſpoſſeſs you of your office, which you ſay is the 


concealed intention of aboliſhing the Naib's dyftar. In all 


ages, and in all countries, where the ſhadow of good go- 
vernment has exiſted, the ſeveral departments have always 
been kept diſtin, whilſt the general ſuperintendance has 
been the province of the Prime Miniſter; and conformably 
to this ſyſtem will your influence extend through every de- 
partment, 3 


Tranſlation of Mr. Briſtow's Letter to Hyder Beg Cawn, 
dated the 12th of Jemmady Uſſaunny. 


I intended to tranſmit my proceedings concerning the ge- 
neral plan to the Governor, by this night's dawk ; but at 
our interview to-day, you informed me, that the Dewan's 
office was, from the beginning, inveſted with authority, 
and you promiſed me an account of the particulars in wiit- 
ing, as an anſwer to the ſecond articles of the faid plan. I 
muſt trouble you to ſend in writing every circumſtance of 
our converſation, reſpecting the Dewins being in poſlef- 
ſion of his office. It is never my wiſh to make miſrepre- 
ſentations to the Governor; if there be any error in the 
ſecond article above alluded to, candidly tell me of it. 


Hyder Beg Cawnin Reply. 


1 have, in my former letter to you, explained my own 
firuation, as well as the circumſtances relative to the Naib's 
office. I to-day fully anſwered both your verbal and writ- 
ten enquiries concerning the Dewan, explaining the duties 
of that and the Naib's offices under this government, dur- 
ing the adminiſtration of Rajah Novel Roy, and Rajah 
Beny Behader. As to committing the particulars to writ- 
ing, there are other circumſtances, which I mult ſtate to 

| you, 


X11 


0 
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you, which I ſhall have the pleaſure of doing to-morrow, 
and I will, after that, comply with your commands: The 
matter is briefly this; I am obedient to your orders, and in 
whatever form or manner you may direct me, I ſhall con- 
form to your pleaſure, and not any objections. 

A true tranſlation. 

(Signed) Wm. COWPER, 

A true . 
. Hays 
Actg. Sec. to the Secret Dept. 


Converſation between Mr. Briſtow and Rajah Jaggernaut, 
Son-in- law to Rajah Soorut Sing, at which Mr. Cowper 
was alſo preſent. TER 


Mr. Briſtow. Have you poſſeſſion of the office of Dewan ? 

Rajah Jaggernaut. Raja Soorut Sing has had the name 
only for tome five or fix years ſince the adminiſtration of 
Hyder Beg Cawn. 

B, Have the accounts been tranſmitted to you during 
that time regularly ? | | 

J. At the end of the year regularly, of thoſe diſtricts 
farmed by Rhajah ain ul Dine and Almaſs Ally Cawn— 
from ſome other places I may have occafionally received 
them; from many I have received none. 

B. To whom have the Aumils then delivered their ac- 
counts? 

J. To the Miniſter, and Ticket Roy. 

B. If you were in poſſeſſion of your office, would 
not all accounts, without exception, be found in your 
Duftur ? | 5 

Certainly. 0 | 
. Will you furniſh the general account, if called upon ? 

7. Whatever there are, will be furniſhed. 

B. If you were really in the execution of your office, 
would not the ſeveral Aumils moſt implicitly obev any re- 
quiſition made to them by you for accounts? 

F. Certainly. f 

B. Would ſuch requiſition, were you to make it, be 
obeyed by any one Aumil ? | 

J. Certainly not. I told Hyder Beg this morning, upon 


being aſked by him if I was in charge of my office, that I 


was not, and had received no regular accounts. 
Being queſtioned particularly concerning the mode in 
which accounts were tranſmitted to the office, and of the 
nature of them, he replied, ** That they were received en- 
„ tirely through Hyder Beg, or Raja Ticket Roy; nei- 
ther Omeid Roy nor Jellaunaut, the Dewanny Naibs, 
had authority to correct the accounts. Arrangements 


«46  naade 
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< made with the Aumils at the beginning of the year, and 
«© any ſubſequent charges, were never ſpeciſied - thoſe ac- 
« counts only, upon which the final adjuſtment took place, 
<«< were depoſited in the office.” 

Dueſtion. Did you not tell me, at Colonel Martin's, 
upon my aſking you, — —.— wiſhed that Soorut 
Sing ſhould be put in poſſeſſion of bis office, that you cer- 
tainly did, and it was an old promiſe made to you by me? 

Anſwer. Did not I make the fame requeſt to you now ? 

©. Will you give me in writing the manner in which 
the office is regulated at preſent ? NS. 

A. What occaſion is there to do that? | 

9. Somebody muſt do it :—As Dewan, you are the 
proper perſon to call upon for the accounts; —if you cannot 
furniſh them, you mult aſſign ſufficient reaſons, or be made 
reſponſible. — will be required to explain theſe matters; 
and can you do it? F 

A. I muſt not be confronted with Hyder Beg/Cawn. 

2. The eſtabliſhment of the Dewan is expreſsly order- 
ed :—]t is not a conteſt between you and Hyder Beg Cawn : 
I call upon you to be informed of the fact, whether the 
office be eſtabliſhed or not.— The Dewan will be put in 
charge, and his life and honour will be protected, inde- 

pendently, by the Company, in the diſcharge of his duty. 
A. I ſhall then be no longer under apprehenſions: Rajah 
Soorut Sing is certainly not in poſſeſſion of the authority of 
his office. JE EE 

Rajah Jaggernaut, during the courſe of the converſation, 
upon every occaſion expreſſed his fears of Hyder Beg Cawn's 
coming to the knowledge of it.—He, Hyder Beg, would 
at all events aſk an explanation of him ;—the Rajah defired 
to know what pretence he ſhould ſuggeſt for the long in- 
terview he had with him.— I ſaid, He muſt avow every 
word he had uttered. —He replied, That he would not dare 
to do it.— I'anſwered, That Mr. Cowper had been witneſs 
to every ſyllable, and he would not prevaricate. I repeat- 
edly apprized him that Soorut Sing would be called y__ 
to ſtate the real footing upon which he had held his office ; 
and endeavoured to remove his fears with reſpe& to Hyder 
Beg, holding forth protection to him, if he did his duty.— 
He then replied, © From the man who had been confined, 
« and corporally puniſhed by Elluje Cawn ; who had been 
« relieved from confinement, and his life ſaved by you; and 
%o is now daily plotting and complaining againſt you— 
have I not every thing to fear?“ | 

The Rajab was repeatedly alſo informed, that retroſpec- 
tion into Hyder Beg's conduct, or that of any other per- 

ſon in authority, was not intended. —Regularity- in the 
management of the Vizier's affairs only, in time to come, 
was 
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was intended, and he might be ſatisfied of not being led 
into diſputes. —He was told to give what account he pleaſed 
of this converſation to Hyder Cawn. 

The Rajah obſerved, that in Suja Dowlah's time, or- 
ders on the Treaſury, and aſſigments on the Aumils, were 
iſſued from the Dewanny Office. | | 
We ſolemnly declare the above to be a faithful 

tranſcript of the converſation between Mr. 

Briſtow and Rajah Japgernaut, on the ſub- 

jc of the Dewan's Office. 

JOHN BRISTOW, A true copy. 
WM, COWPER. E. Hay, 
2 Actg. Secy. to the Secret Lept. 


Extraft of Bengal General Conſultations, the 24th July, 


1783. 


Read three letters and encloſures from the Accountant 
General. 

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

I herewith beg leave to ſubmit to your inſpection an ac- 
account. (No. 1.). ſtating the deficiency of a remittance 
made from the Reſident's Treaſury at Lucknow, in Febru- 
ary 1782, by Bills of Exchange on Bankers at the Prefi- 
dency ; and requeſt to be honoured with your commands, 


whether this —_— C. Rs. 139,338: 7. 7, ſhall be 


carried to the account of profit and loſs on the general books, 
or what other account, — This queſtion relates to the books 
now adjuſting, for their cloſe on the 3oth April 1782. But 
as a matter of the ſame nature occurs in regard to the ad- 
juſtment of the general books to be cloſed on the goth ult. 
— beg leave to ſtate it in account No. 2, requeſt 
to be favoured with commands reſpecting the diſpoſal 
of this deficiency alſo. | 
1 bs A. ; Gen the — to be. * ILLER. 
ort William, igned As. 
Acct. General's Office, 4 c Aa Acct. General. 
12th May, 1783. 


Remittance from Lucknow to the Preſidency in Account 
Dr current. 


To Reßdent at the Vizier's Court. 


Feb. 1780. To amount of a remittance 
made by him to the Prefideney, in bills, 
in this month, amounting to Lucknow 
Sicca rupees 20,00,000, or Oude Sicca 
rupees — $8,94,331 12 9 
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Batta 11 per eent. 2,08,376 8 — 


21;02,708 4 9 


Current rupees . 2702708 8 49 9 
Fort Wiliiam, Ml THR 
Accout. Genel's Office, 


7th May, 1713. 
4 Cr. 
By Treaſury. 


Amount received into the Treaſury, on 
| account of the bills mentioned on the 


Dr. fide of this account, 


April 1782. Credited oy Treafury Joyriat 
_ this month 9,602,800 0 © 
| Ditto pe per Do. Do. 
in the month — 6, 26,638 11 11 


Ditto Do. Do. 382,931 1 3 


19 5.30 13 2 
By profit and loſs, for Joſs by Exchange 1,30, 338 7 7 
Current rupees — —— 49 


Errors excepted. 
(Signed) JAs. MILLER, 


Acting Accountant General. 
Remittance from Lucknow to the Wan in Account 
current. 
Dr. 
To the Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


t. 1782. Amount remitted by him to 
the Prefidency, in this month, in bills, 
amounting to Lucknow Sicca rupees 
22,07,485. 2. 4, or 
| 21,47,684 9 10 0 
Batta 11 per Cent. 230,245 4 17 3 


To Ditto Do. Do. Do. 
6,50,000, or — 6 115,657 13 5 
Batta 11 per cent. 6,77,225 15 2 


Nov. To Ditto Do. Do. in this 
month, Lucknow Sicca rupees 6,50,000 _ 
or — . 6, 15,657 13 5 


23,83, 929 14 5 


— 6 43-30 3 © 


Batta 


5 


r 
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Batta 11 per cent. 6,77-225 15 2 
| FU 
Current rupees 37» $0,690 4 $ 
Fort William, =o | 
Account. Genl's Office, 
7th May, 1783. 


wo Cr. 
* By Treaſury. 
Amount received into the Treafury on 


account of the bills mentioned on the 
Dr. fide of this account. 


Dec. 1782. Credited per Treafury Jour- 
nal, this month — 6,28, 333 1 I 
an. 1783. Ditto, Do. 20,78,333 4 
eb. Ditto, Do. 7,417,902 4 8 | 
- — 34.48, 559 0 1 


By profit and loſs, for loſs by Exchange 34024121 4 4 


Current rupees . 37750, 690 45 
Errors $625 hag 


(Sizned) JAs. MILLER, 
a: Actg. Acct. Genl. 
Ir, 


Lucknow Sicca ru 105. 9. 3. being equal to Fyza- 
bad 16 ſun. Sa. Rs. 1 former are equal to 
113. 10. 7. of the latter, which, with their proper batta 
of 8. 9. 1 per cent. are equal to currt. rupees 123. 6. 8. 
and this laſt ſum is equal to Sicca rupees 105. 6. 4.; con- 
ſequently Mr. Briſtow's engagement for remittances to 
Surat are at the rate of Calcutta Sicca rupees 106. 6. 4+ 
per 100 Surat rupees. | | | 

115 Lucknow Sicca Rs. are equal to 


By the fame rule, 
yal 16 ſun. Sa. Rs. 108. 14. 10. which, with its pro- 


per batta of 8. 5 5 is equal to Ct. Rs. 118. 4. 5. and 
this is equal to Sa, Rs. 101. 15. 5. ; hence it appears, that 


the remittances procured on Braumpore coſt Calcutta Sa, Rs. 
101. 15. 5. per 100 of the Rs. current there. 
The firſt of the above exchanges I find to be only the 
very trifling difference of two py, . . per cent. more than 
the exchange of 94 Surat 1 hundred M Dabab or 


Calcutta rupees, this being eq 


to 6. 6. 2. per cent. 
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By the Braumpore exchange it appears, that a ſmall frac- 
tion above 98 of the rupees of that place, are- receivable 
for 100 Calcutta Sicca rupees. 

| 1 
18th June, 83. (Signed) JAs MILLER. 


To James Peter Auriol, Eſq. Secretary to the Honourable 
| the Governor General and Council. 
Sir, | 
In conſequence of your verbal intimation, that the Ho- 
nourable Board required to know the real value of the 
Fyzabad 16 Sun Sicca rupee, agreeably to the table of 
rates, and which I underſtand to mean comparative in- 
trinſic value of the above ſpecies of rupees with the Cal- 
cutta Sicca rupee—] have the honour to encloſe two ac- 
counts, exhibiting the difference between the arbit 
batta, which has hitherto been aſſigned to the Fyzabad 16 
Sun rupees, and the proportional batta which their intrinſic 
value admits of, when compared with the Calcutta} Sicca 
rupee reduced into current money. - | 
he batta being reckoned at 11 per cent. neither ope- 
rates to the benefit or diſadvantage of either the Company 
or the Vizier, on all monies which are received and ;Fael 
to the army, or for other purpoſes above : But the caſe 
differs when money is remitted to the Preſidency ; for, the 
proportional batta on the intrinſic value of the Fyzabad 
rupee being but 9. 2..14. 14 per cent. the difference be- 
tween that and 11 per cent. is an over valuation, and 
therefore not chargeable thereon, either in adjuſting ac- 
counts with the Vizier, or in reckoning the real value of 
Fyzabad rupees remitted by the reſident. This deduQtion 
being made, the remainder, when compared with the re- 
ceipts on this account, ſhews the actual expence or loſs 
accruing from the remittance, 5 
Fort William, I am, &c. = 
Acct. General's Office, (Signed) As MILLER. 
19th June, 1783. | Act. Acct. General. 


Remit'ance from Lucknow to the Preſidency in Account 
| Current. 
Dr. 


To Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Feb. 1782. Amount of remittance made 
by him to the Preſidency in bills in 
this month, amounting to Lucknow 
Sa. Rs. 20,00,000, or C. Sa. Rs 18,94,331 12 9 

| Batta 11 per cent. 2, 08, 376 


O 
158 De duct 
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Deduct. 

Proportion of batta not chargeable on 
the Fyzabad 16 Sun Sicca rupees, 
inclufive of the above 11 per cent. 
VIZ. 1. 13. 5. 24; the proportional 
batta on the Fyzabad rupee, agreea- 
ble to its intrinfic comparative value 
with the Calcutta Sicca rupee, as de- 
termined by the Mint and Aſſay 
Maſters, being no more than 9. 2. f 
14. 14 per cent. — — 37,789 10 0 


20, 64.918 10 9 
Current rupees 20,64, 18 10 9 


— 


Fort William, | | 
Account. General's Office, - 
17th June, 1783. | 3 


By Treaſury. 


Amount received into the Treaſury on 
account of the bills mentioned on the 
Dr. ſide of this account. 
April, 1782. Credited per Treaſury 
journal this month — — 9, 62, 800 © © 
May. Do. — — ditt 6, 26,638 11 11 
June. Do. — — ditto 382,931 1 3 
| 19,72,369 13 2 
By profit and loſs, loſs by exchange 92.548 13 7 


Current rupees 20, 64,918 10 9 


Errors ted. 
(Signed) JAMES MILLER, 
AQg. Acct. Genl. 


Remittance from Lucknow to the Preſidency in Account 
5 | Current. 
r. 


To Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Sept. 1782. Amount remitted by him 
to the Prefidency, this month, in 
bills, amounting to Lucknow Sicca 


rupees 22,67,485 2 4, or C. Rs. 21,47,084 9 10 0 
| L 2 Do. 
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Nov. Do. do. 6,50,000 O 0 6,15,657 13 50 


C Sa. Rs. 33,79,000 4 © © 
Batta, 11 per cent. — 3.7 i, 90 oO $ 3 


Dedut 37, 50,690 4 50 


Proportion of batta not chargeable 
Se Fyzabad 16 Sun Sicca ru- 
pees, incluſive of the above 11 per 
cent. viz. 13. f. 21; the propor- 
tional batta on the Fyzabad rupee, 
agreeably to its 7 itrinſic compara- 
tive value with the Calcutta Sicca 
rupee, as determined by the Mint 
and Aſſay Maſters, being no more 


than 9. 2. 14. 14. per cent. 67,406 15 co 
36,83, 283 5 0 


——— 


Current rupees 36, 83,283 5 0 


Fort William, 
Account. General's Office, 
17th June, 1783. 
Cr, 
By Treafury. 


Amount received into the Treaſury on 
account of the bills mentioned on the 
Dr. fide of this account. 
Dec. 1782. Credited per Treaſury journal 
| on 2 6,28,333 5 ! 


this month 
=_ i782 Do. — ditto 20, 78, 333 4 
eb. Do. — ditto 7,41,902 4 8 


| 34:48,569 © 1 
By profit and loſs, for toſs by exchange 2, 34,714 4 I 


Current rupees 36, 83.283 8 0 


(Signed) JAs MILLER, 
Aktg. Acct. Genl. 
As part of the difference ſtated in the two laſt accounts 
is only an ideal , from the difference be- 
teen the arbitrary valuation of the Fyzabad rupee in ac- 
counts, 


* 
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count, at 11 per cent. better than current 1 and tho 
intrinſic value of the Fyzabad ſpecie, as rated by the Aſſay 
Maſter's table of rates, it can form no juſt claim on the 
Vizaer. a4 | I 

Ordered, therefore, that this differencc be adjuſted by 
writing off the amount to profit and loſs : bat that the 
Vizier's account be debited for the actual loſs proceeding 
from the deficiency between the amount received and the 
ſum credited the Nabob, at the ſtandard batta fixed by 
the table of Aſſay. | 


2 _ —_ 

2 20. 3 . 

1 General. | | 8 

1 complain to the Board of the diſreſpe& which has been 

 ſhewn to it, and diſobedience to its commands, by Mr, 
Briſtow. Six complete weeks have elapſed fince he ac - 
knowledged the receipt of the orders of the 29th of May, 
which required him to reply to the es preferred 

- againſt him jy ogg Nabob of Oude.—To theſe he has not 

yet replied, but either remains in the poſſeſhon of an 
uſurped deſpotiſm, ſcandalous to this Government permit- 
ting it, or treats its autharity with an inſolent and preſume 
ing indifference, by a ſilence _— _— whether he 
is innocent or guilty of the of which he has been 
accuſed, or of the criminality imputed to them. 

Perhaps Mr. Briſtow may wiſh to avail him of the prin- 
ciple, which forbids that any man ſhall be condemned 
unheard, to withhold his _—_ until he ſhall have — 
exceeded the period which has been fo repeated! - 
ed for the cloſe of the preſent Government, 4 he 
{hall have concerted other means for eluding the effect of 
an enquiry.— In the mean time, the juſtice of the Board is 
liable to be arraigned by ſuffering ſuch delays: it is now 
four months ſince the Nabob Visier tranſmitted his 
— to me, and more than three ſince they were 
2 _ 3 the 4 3 Oy 
On theſe groun ard will agree with me 
in the reſolution 324 this buſineſs to a deciſion, 
without ſuffering it to depend longer on the pleafure of 
Mr. Briſtow ; and that they will allow me to bring it be- 
fore their notice for that e on 983 


p (Signed) ARREN HASTINGS. 
true c . 2 
E. Ha 


J, - 
Ag. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 


L 3 
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Governor General, | J PLP 
Conformably to the declaration made and recorded by 
me in conſultation of the 24th inſtant, I now move, that 
Mr. Briſtow, for diſreſpect to the Board, and diſobedience of 
the letter written to him by the Board on the 29th of May, 
and acknowledged by him on the 13th June, in having 
to this time avoided or neglected to reply to the fame, be 

removed and recalled from his ſtation and office at Luck- 
NOW. 
I alſo move, That as the Nabob of Oude, in his letter 
received on the th April laſt, and laid before the Board 
on the 21ſt of the ſame month, has deſired that Meſſrs. 
Briſtow and Cowper, the actual Refident and Deputy ap- 
pointed for the tranſaction of the Company's affairs at his 
Court, may be recalled from thence; and that he may be 
allowed the exerciſe of diſcretional power for the ma- 
% nagement of his country, and the payment of the 
«© Company's money or debt;“ and has engaged, that on 
theſe conſiderations he will pay the full amount of what- 
ever ſhall be due to the Company, both of the paſt and 
growing debt, in ſuch manner as the Board ſhall pre- 
ſcribe ; the office of Reſident at the Court of the Nabob 
of Oude, with that of the deputy, and other ſubordinate 
parts of the ſame eſtabliſhment, excepting the office of 
Accountant, be diſſolved; and the N Tab of Oude, and 
his Miniſter Hyder Beg Cawn, made jointly reſponſible, 
according to the terms of their letters, as ſet forth in the 
extracts hereto ſubjoined, for the payment of the ſums due, 
and which may become due to the Company for the pre- 
ſent and enſuing year Fuſſulee, ending in September, 1784. 
[I lg0signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 


E. Hay, 4 
Ag, Sec. to the Secret Dept. 


28th July, 1783. 65.00 
The Secretary begs leave to inform the Board, that he 
has within theſe two days received a private letter from 
Mr. Briſtow, dated 16th inſtant, which mentions, that 
his indiſpoſition has prevented him from writing or an- 
«© ſwering the complaints ſo ſoon as he ought, but that 
his letter would be diſpatched to-morrow. or next day at 
% furtheſt, he hoped.” 3 A 
Ordered, That the Governor General's minute be ſent 
in circulation, for the conſideration of the Members of the 


Papers relating to Charges IV. and XVI; 51 


The Governor General informs the Board, that he has alſo 
brought a continuation of the letter which he has received 
from the Vizier and Hyder Beg Cawn,' and defires that 
they — in circulation, and copies tranſmitted to 
Mr. Bri for his anſwer to them; but that they ma 
not be conſidered as forming any part of the preſent — 
tion, being totally independent of it. - 


Extract from a Letter of Hyder Beg Cawn's to the Hon- 
ourable the Governor General. Received 7th Aptil, 
1783. | 
Relying on your goodneſs, his Highneſs has requeſted 

the removal of Mr. Briſtow, and the grant of diſcretional 

authority to him in the management of his country, and 
for the-payment of the Company's monies. If you ſhould 
be graciouſly diſpoſed to comply with his requeſt, and at 
the ſame time, ſo far to favour me as to appoint me, from 
yourſelf, to the management of affairs here, agreeably to 
the propoſals made to you by his Highneſs, both reſpecting 
the ſums remaining due on Teep and on Mahajin's bills, and 
with regard to the preſeat year 1190 Fuſſulee, and for the 
enſuing year Fuſſulee 1191, in any manner you ſhall pleaſe 
to direct, I will engage, in obedience to your orders, to 
remit the ſame to you, kiſt by kiſt, in bills, and as much 
thereof as ſhall be neceſſary for — of the Com- 
pany's troops in this quarter, ſo much, on receipt of your 
orders, I will pay on the ſpot, to ſuch Commanding Officer 
of troops as you ſhall 12 to direct. As I was origi- 
nally raiſed from the duſt by your hand, and am debtor to 
you for my rank and reputation, ſo now alſo, aided by 
your favour and protection, = your patronage and ſup- 
port, I ſhalt be enabled te effect theſe objects. If you 
ſhall pleaſe to honour me with the appointment, as your 
rticular and immediate dependant, with God's affiſtance, 
will not be deficient in conduQting the affairs of the 
Company's Surcar, or in obedience to your commands. 


Extract from the Navaub Vizier's Letter to the Honour- 
able Governor General. Received 7th April, 1783. 


I am ready and willing to pay the Company's monies. 
I intreat, as a favour, that you will recall Mr. Briftow and 
Mr. Cowper, and permit me the exerciſe of diſcretional 
power for the management of my country, and the pay- 
ment of the Company's monies. I will cauſe payment of 

thoſe monies to be made through the hands of my Miniſ- 


ters, in the manner hereafter mentioned: £ 
| L 4 That 
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That is to ſay—W hereas Mr, Briſtow has declined tak - 
ing bills from the Mahajins, for the balance of Teep for 
26 lacks given by them, and has taken the Jaidauds * ; 
ed to thoſe Mahajins into his own hands, and declared 
that he himſelf will collc& the amount, and remit it to 
the Company's Treaſury"; the truth of which you may 
aſcertain from the Mahajins, who have given Teep, and 
who declare themſelves ready to grant bills for the ſame, if 

ut in poſſeſſion of the Jaidauds originally are them. 

hen your orders, eſtabliſhing my authority for the ma- 
nagement of my country, and the payment of the money, 
ſhall arrive, and Mr. Briſtow and Mr. Cowper be recalled 
from hence, I will procure bills to be granted by thoſe 
Mahajins, to the amount of the balance of thoſe Teep, 
and tranſmit them to you; and whatever ſums may remain 
due on the bills for 26 lacks, granted by Gopaul Doſs 
Sahoo, from whom Mr. Briſtow has taken by violence 
my Miniſter's Tummuſſook, and ſubſtituted his on in 
the place thereof. I will take back Mr. Briſtow's Tum- 
m k from the Gomaſtahs of the aforementioned Sahoo, 
and cauſe it to be returned to Mr. Briftow, and for what 
ſhall remain due to the ſaid Sahoo, I will cauſe ſuch good 
and ſubſtantial ſecurities to be given to his ſaid Gomaſtahs 
on the ſpot, that no cauſe for ſuſpicion or doubt ſhall re- 
main; and with reſpect to the preſent year Fuſſulee 1190, 
and the Jaidauds for the Company's money, ſettled and 
received by Mr. Briſtow, and for the amount of which he 
has taken Tummuſſooks from the Aumils of the Taidauds, 
let him be directed to deliver up the Tummuflooks of the 
ſaid Aumils to me, and whatever ſums may remain due 
from the faid Jaidauds, and payable by the ſaid Aumils, 
the ſame ſhall be temitted to you in bills, kiſt by kiſt, by 
my Minifters ; whatever ſums you ſhall direct to be paid 
here from the amount thereof, for the uſe of the Company's 
troops, the ſame ſhall be paid here monthly to the Com- 
manding Officer of thoſe troops. 

And for the enſuing year 1191 Fuſſulee, whatever plan 
or mode you ſhall be kd to dictate and determine, 
that plan or mode, on your informing me thereof, ſhall 
be received and ſtrictly follwed ; I will not object to, or 
heſitate to fulfil your pleaſure in any reſpect whatever. If 
you will pleaſe, as a' mark of your friendſhip, to recall 

r. Briſtow and Mr. Cowper, and confer upon me diſ- 
cretional authority for the management of my country, 
and for the payment of the Company's monies, with God's 
aſſiſtance, I will cauſe thoſe monies to be furniſhed and 
remitted by my Miniſters, agreeably to what I have writ- 
ten, If any defect or deficiency ſhall happen, you will 

. 4 * LM « on 
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on the inſtant take whatever meaſures you ſhall think 


roper. 
4 In the Navaub Vizier's own hand.— hope, my friend, 
from your kindneſs, that I ſhall be delivered from theſe 
liſtrelſes, and obtain my requeſt. 
A true extract. 
E. HAY, 


Actg. Yer. to the Secret Dept. | 


Extract of the Progeedings of the Honourable Governor Gene- 
7 and Council, in ther Secret Department, 3 % July, 
1783. | 
Conſidered the Governor General's motions, recorded 

in conſultation the 28th inſtant. 

_ 1ſt. For the removal of Briſtow from Lucknow; and, 
2dly. That the office of Refident, and its dependencies, 

except the Accountantſhip, be diflalved ; and the Nabohb, 

and his Miniſter Hyder Beg Cawn, be jointly reſponſible 

(according to the terms of their letters to the Governor 

General) for the payment of the ſums due, and which may 

become dye, to the Company for the preſent and enſuing 

year Fuſſolec, ending in September, 1784. 

Mr. Stables. cannot aſſent to the firſt queſtion, until 

I fee what Mr. Briſtow has to ſay in his juſtification. I 

obje&t to the ſecond queſtion, and ſhall align my reaſons 


hereafter, | 


Mr. Macpherſon.—1 cannot aſſent either to tſte 1ſt ot 
r and ſhall give my reaſons at à future pe- 
riod. 


The Secretary accordingly received the following minute 
from Mr. M*Pherſon, which he circulated to the other 
Mempbers of the Board : 


Mr. Macpherſon. | 

I cannot condemn Mr, Briſtow, or any fervant, till I 
am convinced of his delinquency. He has been ill, and he 
may have many and ſtrong arguments to plead for the 
delay of ſending his anſyers. 

As to the propoſition for remoying the Refid from 
Oude intirely, and leaving to the Vizier and his Miniſ- 
ter the powers which they requeſt, it is a meaſure of criti- 


cal magnitude, nor can I confent to it without full ſecu- 


2 for the Company's intereſt, and the peace of our 
ontiers. | 

rrangements to ſecure both muſt be maturely and well 
concerted; and we ought to attend particularly to the 
change in our fituation from the re- eſtabliſhment of the 
French in India. Mo 


| 
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Mr. Wheler delivers in the following minute: 
Mr. Wheeler. | — bi + 1 dua vs. M $34 
In a minute I delivered at the Board on the 22d May, 
I expreſſed a wiſh that we ſhould enter upon an imme- 
diate enquiry into the ſtate of the Nabob of Oude's coun- 
try, for the purpoſe of determining how far the orders 
which had been given to Mr. Briſtow, on his appoint- 
ment to Oude in September 1782, and which have ſince 
produced ſuch ſerious conſequences, are applicable to the 
preſent ſtate of that country, as well as for the further 
purpoſe of explaining and amending ſuch parts of theſe 
orders as, either from an alteration in circumſtances, or 
other cauſes, are no longer conſidered to be in uuion with 
the intereſts of the Company and the Nabob. Such an 
enquiry inte the ſtate of Oude, and ſuch a reviſion of the 
orders in queſtion, I think more expedient and more ne- 
ceſſary at this time, than when I before recommended it, as 
the propoſitions now ſubmitted to the Board by the Go- 
vernor General do not only relate to the conduct of the 
Reſident and his Aſſiſtant, but involve a great political 
queſtion reſpecting the future connection between the Na- 
bob and the Eaſt India Company. It appears therefore in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary that we ſhould receive the moſt com- 
plete and ſatisfactory information on thoſe points, which 
have led the Governor General to ſo material and impor- 
tant a change in the ſyſtem which has been laid down and 
eſtabliſned for the management of the Company's con- 
gerns with the Nabob Vizier. 185 | 
Thus circumſtanced, and now poſſeſſing information of 
the conſequences to which Mr. Briſtow's removal will 
lead, I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that as the Reſident 
ſtands charged by the Nabob and his Miniſter with the 
uſurpation of an undue authority, and as he is called upon 
by this Government to anſwer thoſe charges, it will, in 
my opinion, be highly improper to ſhift the ground of 
thoſe charges to that of diſreſpect to this Board, for hav- 
ing delayed to reply to them ; which, I ſhould have con- 
ceived, was guarded againſt by his letter to the Board, 
dated 23d June, urging, as an excuſe for not immediately 
anſwering them, his confinement to his room from ill- 
neſs ; and by a: ſubſequent letter to the Secretary, to the 
ſame effect. | 
However ill prepared I may feel myſelf to decide upon ſo 
momentous a queſtion as is now, for the firſt time, intro- 
duced in the latter part of the Governor General's minute, 
] ſhall not ſcruple to venture an opinion, that if ever there 
was a period at which withdrawing the influence of the 
Company from the Nabob of Oude's Court, 3 
52 8 ot 


* 
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both him and his country to the mercy of his Miniſters, 
was attended with peculiar hazard to the intereſts of the 
Company and the Nabob, that period is the preſent. I 
cannot therefore (impreſſed as I am with this belief, and 
dreading the alarming conſequences likely to- follow the 
adoption of ſuch a meaſure, from the preſent diſordered 
and unſettled ſtate of the Nabob's country, and the unfit- 
neſs of his Miniſter to govern it) conſent to accept of the 
propoſal now offered by the Nabob for the liquidation of 
his actual and growing debt to the Company, or to aboliſh 
the office of Reſident at his Court, with that of the de- 
puty, and other ſubordinate parts of che ſame eſtabliſh- 
ment, excepting the office of Accountant, as recommend- 
ed in the Governor General's minute. 

Governor General.—It is not neceſſary that my opi- 
nion ſhould follow, as it is 1 in the terms of the 
queſtions which I have ”=_ ſed, I ſhall have ſomething 
to ſay upon the ſubject of Mr. Wheeler's minute.—Pro- 
bably the minutes of the other Members of the Board may 
require from me a reply: I hope not; but ſhall reſerve 
what I have further to ſay upon them, or upon the gene- 
ral ſubject, to another occaſion. | 
© Reſolved, that both queſtions be carried in the nega- 
tive. : f "90 

| A true 22S 
. HAx, 
Actg. Sec. to the Secret Dept. 


Extract of Bengal Secret Cenſultati ons, the 1 1th Auguſt, 1783. 
Read the following letter from General Stibbert. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg leave to incloſe, for your information, a copy of 
a letter which I a few days fince received from Colonel 
Sir John Cumming, informing me of his having recalled 
the detachment under Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon from 
Anopſhire, and of his being about to diſpatch, in com- 

liance with a requiſition from the Vizier, two regiments 
into Rohilcund, for the protection of that province. 

I muſt obſerve to the Board, that I have no advice of 
any internal commotions in that part of the country ; and 
there can be no apprehenſion of an invaſion from the 
Seiks, or any other power, during the rains, or whilſt the 
Ganges is unfordable ; and therefore, ſuppoſe that this de- 
tachment is required to aſſiſt the Aumils in the collection 
of the revenues. 

Fort William, I have the honour to be, &c. 
18th July, 1783. (Signed) GT. „„ 
Hey 1 | | DIL, 
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Sir, | N 49 11 15 

I have the honour to inform you of my having recalled 
the detachment under Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon, and 
that they are now on their return. 

In compliance with a requiſition for two regiments to be 
ſtationed during the rains in Rohilcund, I have ordered 
thither the gth regiment of Sepoys, and four companies 
from Colonel Knudſon's detachment. —The four compa- 
nies are to remain there till the junction of the detachments 
now out on ſervice ſhall enable me to complete the two re- 
giments, as required by the Vizier. 8 
| I have the honour to be, &c. 

June 25th, 1783. (Signed) JOHN CUMMING. 


Fiutty Ghur. A true copy. Colonel. 
| (Signed) Wm. Scott. 
ecy. to the Commr. in Chief. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor 
— &c, Members of the Supreme Council, Fort 
illiam. | | 


' Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, | 

Colonel Sir John Cumming having aſſented to my requi- 
fition, made conformable to the acting Miniſter's advice, 
in the abſence of the Nabob V izier, for the detaching two 
regiments of Sepoys to canton in the province of Rohil- 
cund, during the periodical rains, I have the honour to in- 
form you, that the day before yeſterday I received informa- 
tion from Major Cook, the officer commanding the de- 
tachment, of his arrival at Barelly. My reaſons for mak- 
ing the requiſition, I ſhall now take the liberty to ſubmit 
to your conſideration, 

Owing to the drought during the ſeaſon for the cultiva- 
tion of the rubby crops, and the violent and oppreflive ad- 
miniſtration of Khowja Ain ul Dein, the province of Ro- 
hicund is reduced to a ſtate of miſery, which requires every 
exertion of the Vizier's government to relieve. The Ho- 
nourable Company's intereſts are cloſely connected in effect · 
ing this very deſirable object. The balance due on account 
of my aſſignment was — lacks ninety-two thouſand 
three hundred and thirteen rupees, three annas, and fix 
pice ; and I could not obtain any ſatisfaction from Khowja 
Ain ul Deen for the payment of it.— The Honourable 
Board are already in poſſeſſion of ſufficient facts to raiſe 
doubts of Khowja Ain ul Deen's fidelity ; and it appeared 
to me a meaſure of abſolute neceſſity to tation a ſufficient 


force in that proyince to ſecure as conſiderable a part as poſ- 
fible of the balance, and likewiſe to be ready to repel, or 
at leaſt guard againſt, the attempts which he might make to 


involve 
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involve the country in anarchy and confuſion when his diſ- 
miſſion ſhould take place.—It is with the utmoſt concern, 
Gentlemen, I alſo inform you, that the revenue of Rohil- 
cund is reduced near half during the adminiſtration of 
Khoja Ain ul Deen, and I have great reaſon to apprehend, 
any meaſures which can now be adopted, will not admit of 
a greater ſum being collected next year, than from thirty- 
five to forty lacks, when, five years ago, that province 
yielded fixty-four lacks. The incloſed letter from Maho- 
med Cazim is a corroboration of the fact. | 

In order to furniſh your Honourable Board with juſt in- 
formation of the diſtracted ſtate of the Government, it is 
only a few days fince three battalions of the Vizier's troops 
mutinied, and left their ſtation at the Gauts of Darranegur, 
where they were poſted for the defence of the frontier. Ons 
battalion marched to Lucknow, and the ringleaders were 
diſmiſſed the ſervice by his Highneſs : —The other two bat- 
talions proceeded to the neighbourhood of Barelly ; the 
Aumil having requeſted Major Cook's aſſiſtance, he quel- 
kd the mutiny, and the troops have ſince returned to theic 
duty. — The cauſe of this commotion aroſe from the large 
arrears of pay which were due to the men. 

Barelly was recommended by the Miniſter for the ſtation 
of the detachment, from being the reſidence of the Aumil, 
and moſt convenient for ſupporting the authority of Go- 
yernment, in the event of Khowja Ain ul Deen's ſhewing 
any diſpoſition to create diſturbances. 

Colonel Sir John Cumming has made reference to me 
concerning the building of temporary cantonments at Ba- 
relly; he obſerves, that erecting ſhelter will not only 
de of the greateſt ſervice, in ſaving the arms and ſtores 
« from deſtruction or damage by the inclemency of the 
« weather, and preſerving the health of the Europeans 
„ (ſerjeants and artiflery men) but will alſo be a ns great 
« ſaving of expence to his Excellency the Vizier. If can- 
« tonments are erected, it will no lofiger be neceſſary to 
eto continue the native troops in fall batta.— This article 
will be a ſaving of nearly ſeven thouſand rupees a month, 
na a ſum almoſt equal to what will be expended in building 
the propoſed cantonments.—On the contrary, if no 
bi 2 are erected, and the troops remain in the field, 
3 of putting them on half 

pay . 

| wa for anſwer, That as the expences of this de- 
tachment did not concern my office, I had referred the 
matter to your Honourable Board for deciſion. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
9th July, 1783. Reſident at the V izier's Court. 

A true copy. E. Hay, Actg. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 
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Tranſlation of the Extra& of a Letter from Mahomed 
Cazim to Mr. Briſtow, dated 20th Rujub, 1197 He- 
* gira. 


I cannot, conſiſtently with my attachment to you, con- 
ecal certain circumſtances from your knowledge, and I muſt 
therefore plainly inform you, that the country of Rohil- 
cund is ruined and deſolated, and the inhabitants are in a 
moſt wretched ſituation. In diſtricts where there was for- 
merly one lack fifty thouſand, there is now only ten thou- 
fand rupees collected, and even that ſum the Ryots will not 
have the means of paying in future. If the Aumils be 
called upon to attend to Cave and Aumeens be de- 
puted to the ſpot, and there remain for a year, the reduc- 
tion of the revenue, and the deſolation of the country will 
then be known. Even now, arbitrary fines are levied; 
corporal puniſhment is exerciſed upon thoſe who are ſuſpect- 
ed of — wealth, and they are compelled to part with 
it., It is in no reſpect intended to cheriſh the people, and 
improve the cultivation of the country in future. Whatever 
was incumbent on me, out of attachment to you, that I have 
repreſented. - | | 
On the receipt of your letter, I called together many 
people, who were well verſed in the buſineſs, and had held 
employments in this country, and I demanded of them to 
what amount could be collected in Rohilcund for the enſu - 
year. I underſtood from them, that if it was intended 
at the preſence to conſider the good of the people, and 
« the cultivation of the country, that thirty-five lacks of 
s rupees could be collected, including duties and every 
c article of revenue. Written engagements muſt be en- 
tc tered into with the Ryots, for their ſecurity. Should 
e the largeſt poſhble ſum be collected, it would not amount 
© to forty lacks, and this even would depend upon the Au- 
* mils being immediately put in charge.“ 

A true tranſlation. | 
(Signed) J. NEAVE, 
A true copy of the tranſlation, Aſſiſtant to the Reſident 
E. Hay, at the Vizier's Court. 
Acting Secretary to the Secret Department. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor 
——— &c, Gentlemen of the — Council, Fort 
illiam. | 


Gentlemen, W 
In obedience to your commands of the 29th of May, I 
have now the honour to tranſmit you my reply to the com- 
plaints preferred againſt me by his Highneſs the Vizier, me 


. 
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dis Miniſter Hyder Beg Khan. Much hath been antici- 


pated by my former communications to the Governor Ge- 
neral, and to your Honourable Board. in which I ſtated 
fully and arly the conduQt I purſued in diſcharge of 
my duty, and in obedience to my inſtructions -a conduct 
which 1 foreſaw and predicted would aſſuredly ſubject me 
to the reſentment and to the accuſations of the Miniſter. 


Having ſhewn a ſteady determination to effect, if poſſible, 


* 


the ſalutary purpoſes of my appointment, and, in this view, 
having uniformly regulated my conduct by my inſtructions, 
I ſubmit, Gentlemen, whether it is I atone whom the Mi- 


niſter inſults, when he charaQerizes me as an idiot and a 
 madman—as planing the wildeſt projects, and endeavour- 


ing to accompliſh them by the abſurdeft management. 

In the courſe of my former communications, I have fre- 
quently had occaſion to requeſt your attention to the treaty 
of Chunar, to the inftruftions to my predeceſſor and my- 
ſelf, and to other points of record, as well in defence of 
the meaſures I had purſued, as in explanation of the in- 
trigues and 2 of the Miniſter: It is with extreme 
reluctance, therefore, that I venture to trouble you with a 
continuation of ſuch references ; but the neceſſity of my own 
vindication, and the reſpect I owe to you not to ſuffer ac- 
cuſations againſt me, for a literal obedience to your com- 
mands, to paſs without the fulleſt refutation, will, I truft, 
excuſe a new appeal to them here; as alſo the introductiou 
of the following extracts from the Governor General's cor- 
reſpondence with the late Refident Mr. Middleton, dated 
the 26th December, 1781, and the 3d January, 1782.— 
+ I have waited thus long in hopes of hearing that ſome 
& progreſs had been made in the «execution of the plan 
* which I concluded with the Nabob in September laſt. — 
« I do not find that any ſtep towards it has yet taken place, 
though three months are elapſed ; and little more than 
that period did appear to me requiſite to have accom- 
“ pliſhed the moſt eſſential parts of it, and to have brought 
the whole into train.—T his tardineſs, and the oppoſition 
" * to the only decided act yet undertaken, have a 
* bad appearance.— Again I have clearly explained my in- 
©* tention to be, that the firſt receipts of the current reve- 
* nues ſhould furniſh the ſtipulated amount of the Nabob's 
private expences ; that the reſidue ſhould be applied to the 
** diſcharge of his military and civil expences; that his aſſign- 
ments tor the company's debt, and other charges defray- 
* ed by them, ſhould remain as uſual; and that the whole 
"or the exceſſes of the jagheers ſhould be appropriated to 


* ſame account. I require to more; nor can I add either 
explanation or comment on the inſtructions which have 
been originally given to you, that can be more clearly 
« expreſſed 

? 
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« expreſſed, or more fully, than the words of the original 
* text. I now refer you back to the agreement concluded 
© by me with the Nabob, and my inſtructions delivered to 
« you in conſequence of it.— Theſe are to be your ſole 
cc guides; nor do I mean, by any thing which I have ſince 
« written, whether this or my former letter, to revoke or 
„change a tittle of what is written in them.—On theſe I 
* ground the whole of your preſent reſponſibility, except 
% what I have written concerning the additional claims 
*© made on the Begums, and which I conſider as à virtual 
„ part of my formal inſtructions. — After this, Gentle- 
men, had I continued paſſive at the court of Oude, had I 
failed to urge points thus ſtrictly enjeined me by my in- 
ſtructions, what charge might not have been exhibited 
againſt me? To what ſuſpicions ſhould I not have been 
exxpoſed? What cenſures might I not have incurred? 
With reſpect to the meaſures which the Miniſter fo loudly 
reprobates, no alternative was left me; I was directed in 
the moſt peremptory language to execute them; and, as I 
have ſhewn, all future reference on the ſubject was in a 
manner forbidden. Yet I did not fail uniformly to apprize 
the Honourable Governor General and your Board of m 
intentions; and theſe informations were ſubmitted to you 
early, in the expreſs purpoſe of leaving my conduct ſtill 
open to your correction.— Gentlemen, you ate too juſt 
Not to allow the force of this obſervation. | 
My duty has already ſubjected me to the diſagreeable 
taſk of ſwelling your records with repreſentations of the 
miſchiefs of Hyder Beg Khawn's adminiſtration ; it is a 
fubje& not eaſily exhauſted, and the documents which ac- 
company this addreſs will perhaps more clearly elucidate it 
than even thoſe 1 have already had the honour to tranſmit 
to you. It is well worthy of remark, that many whom the 
wiſdom and juſtice of Sujah Dowlah had condemned to ex- 
ile and to puniſhment, have, fince the acceſſion of his ſon, 
been raiſed to the firſt honours and preferments. The choice 
of weak or comman characters to rule over the ſeveral di- 


ſtricts, and command the lives and properties of the inha- 
habitants of Owde, naturally begat terror and diſtruſt in 
the minds of the people. and at length compelled many to 
the deſperate reſolution of quitting the country. Let any 
man travel through the Vizier's dominions, he will ſee 
villages deſerted, the lands uncultivated, the little property 
remaining transferred from the Owners to their oppreſſors; 
let him viſit Rohilcund, ſuch a ſcene of miſery and devaſ- 
tion will preſent itſelf, as muſt ſatisfy all his doubts, and 
render further enquiry ſuperfluous. This noble province, 
ſeven years fince yielding an annual revenue of 60 lacks of 


Tupees, is now unable to difcharge the nominal 1 
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as lacks, at which it was ſettled laſt year. The author of 
its ruin is Khaje Ein Uddeen, the intimate and boſom 
friend of Hyder Beg Khan. The other provinces are hard- 
ly in a more enviable. ſituation. So rapid a decline is per- 
haps without example in the hiſtory of any country, If 


however we look back and reflect, we ſhall find no repre- 


ſentation of grievance from the Prince, no complaint from 
the Miniſter, during the whole progreſs of the fall; every 
thing ran on to ruin quiet and uninterrupted, and, could [ 
have been charmed to filence, might have continued to do 
ſo, till the general deſtruction ſhould at once proclaim both 
cauſe and effect. Regardleſs of my duty, and your inftruc- 
tions, had I not oppoſed the miniſter, in his courſe of ra- 
pine and oppreſhon, I might have commanded the laviſh 
applauſes of the man who now comes forward as my ac- 
euſer. Under theſe circumſtances, far from regretting the 
bitter invectives, the little malice, and the endleſs falſe 
hoods by which Hyder Beg Khan has attempted to aſperſe 
my character, and miſrepreſent my conduct, I confider 
them as diſtinctions highly honourable, and as teſtimonies 
of having, in the midſt of temptation to depart from it, 
diſcharged my duty to the utmoſt of my power. If the ſi- 
tuation of the Nabob of Qwde were any longer equivocal, 
if the ſervile and helpleſs bondage in which he is held by 
his Miniſter were not generally underſtood, I ſhould ꝓer- 
haps find myſelf not a little embarraſſed by the declarations 
of a Prince, which, if founded, would leave me without a 
claim to the ſentiments or the manners of a Gentleman ; 
Happily, that he is no free agent, has long ceaſed to be a 
queſtion; and I am therefore little apprehenſive of incur- 
ring the cenſure of yaur Honourable Board, for confider- 
ing all the letters, all the accuſations, as the production of 
the Miniſter alone, notwithſtanding that ſome of them 
have the ſeeming ſanction of his 1 name. The 
unprincely ſtyle which the unhappy Aſſuph Addowla hath, 
on this occaſion, been compelled to adopt, gives us indeed 
no idea of the dignified reſentment of inſulted Sovereignty ; 
though, conſidered as an act of reſignation ro the will of 
his Miniſter, it affords a ſtricking example of the condition 
of unreſiſting ſubmiſſion and hopeleſs degradation, to which 
ſometimes even Princes are reduced. To illuſtrate this ſub- 
ject yet further, I will beg leave to contraſt the ſentiments 
contained in the letters to which his Highneſs's ſeal is affix- 
ed, with the following brief hiſtory, —When the regula- 
tion of his houſchold was firſt in agitation, I waited upon 
him, accompanied by two Gentlemen, now at Lucknow, 
to repreſent to him the expediency of the meaſure. I found 
the Vizier convinced and ſatisfied of the neceſſity of a re- 


form; at the ſame time it could not eſcape me, that he was 
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ſtrongly impreſſed with apprehenſions of the diſpleaſure of 
his Miniſter, and, under this impreſſion, I could only ob- 
tain from him, that he would inform me of his final reſo- 
lution in three days; or, in other words, when he had 
learnt from Hyder Beg Khan how far he was to comply. 
In ſupport of the arguments I uſed to convince his High- 
neſs of the miſchiefs of delay, I repreſented to him, that, 
with a revenue of near three crores of rupees, every depart- 


ment of his government was involved in confuſion and 


beggary ; that the animals of his ſtables were often in want 
of food, his army in arrears,- the penſions to his relations 
unpaid, and even himſelf not ſeldom aſſociated in the diſ- 
treſs and poverty which ſurrounded him. I obſerved to 
him; that this general diforder was more extraordinary, as 
his annual diſburſements to the Company, and the monies 
appropriated to his immediate expences, did not exceed 
140 lacks of rupees; and I requeſted he would do' me the 
favour to inform me how the remainder, a ſum equal to a 
crore and ſixty lacks, was diſpoſed. Here his Highneſs 
ſeemed to awake to all the ignominy of his fituation ; the 
genuine feelings of his beart prevailed, and, with great 
emotion, he demanded why I ſought information on theſe 
ſubjects from a being fo deftirte as he was ?—that I ſhould 
addreſs myſelf to Hyder Beg Khan, who had been for years 
the Sovereign Lord of theſe countries, and had appropriat- 
ed their treaſures at his will. Neither does the truth of 
what I have here related depend upon my affirmation alone; 
the Gentlemen who l me heard and can avouch it. 
In ſhort, the utmoſt attention to his Highneſs has mark- 
ed all my intercourſe with him. The friendly terms on 
which we have lived, and the evidence of the Gentlemen 
on the ſpot, and witnefles to it, are better proofs of the 
propriety of my conduct, and of my reſpect for him, than 
letters dictated by an artful Miniſter, and written under the 
moſt tyrannical influence that ever was eſtabliſned, by a craf- 
ty and wicked ſervant, over a weak and unſuſpecting Maſ- 
ter. If I have endeavoured to regulate the Vizier's cecono- 
my, that he might no longer depend for his daily ſubſiſt- 
ance upon the bounty of his Miniſter; if, to fave the lives 
and ſecure the properties of his ſubjects, I wiſh to ſee ma- 
giſtrates appointed who might watch over and preſerve to 
them thoſe valuable bleſſings; if I judged it highly import- 
ant not to ſuffer Hyder Beg Khan to hold collectively and 
without diviſion, as he now does, all the offices, all the 
power, and all the treaſures of the Nabob's dominions ; 
and if, to correct theſe evils, J propoſed to his Highneſs 
the remedies preſcribed by my inſtructions—it was not that 
in all or any of theſe inſtances I ſought to uſurp his power 
or inſult his perſon; J acted in obedience to my 2 
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and in the fulleſt perſuaſion that nothing could eſtabliſh his 


rights more firmly than thoſe wiſe and ſalutary meaſures, 
ſo neceſſary for the reſtoration of his dignity and the wel- 
fare of his people. I proceed now, Gentlemen to a regu- 
lar examination of the charges themſelves; in preferring 
which it is ſelf-evideat the Miniſter had in view, not only 
my removal, but the total annihilation of this office, the 
fubverſion of the Engliſh influence at this Court, and the 
confirmation and perpetuity of his own pernicious power 
and authority. r 
For the ſake of perſpicuity, I have thought it beſt to re- 
capitulate the ſeveral paragraphs of Hyder Beg Khan's ad- 
dreſs to the Governor General, and to arrange my anfwers 
to them reſpectively in the ſame order. And to avoid as 
much as poſſible a repetition of circumſtances which have 
been already fully diſcuſſed, I beg I may be permitted to 
make my letters to the Honourable'Board of the 21ſt Janu- 
ary, the 13th May, and the 6th of June, a part of my 
reſent defence, and to refer to them accordingly. 
T have the honour to be, with unfeigned reſpect, 
Lucknow, Gentlemen, 
20th July, 1783. your moſt obedient, and 
| | very humble ſervant, 
(Signed) OHN BRISTOW, 
EReſident at the Vizier's Court. 


P. S. In the copy of the firſt addreſs from the Vizier to 
the Governor Geert, tranſmitted a No. in the Honour- 
able Board's letter, dated 29th May laſt, to the Reſident is 
the following paſſage and reference: [© Vide paper of ex- 
« from Palmer's letters, No. 11. extract 2.“ 

« Such is my own condition, that Mr. Briſtow throttles 
« me, as it were, in order to force the morſel from my 
„% mouth.” See encloſure, No. g.] 

It would ſeem (as is elſewhere the caſe in the ſame letter} 
that the papers or extracts here referred to, ſhould contain 
matter either explanatory ot corroborative of the text; they 
are not, however, found included in any of the Nos. 
which I have had the honour to receive; and to this cauſe 


alone, ſhould they comprize aught of importance, I humb- 


ly hope my ſilence reſpecting them will be attributed. 


©. J. B. 
A true copy: Rest. 
E. Hay, 
Ag. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 
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From Hyder Beg Khan to the Honourable the Governor 
| General.— Received March 28th, 1783. 


Uſual introduction. 
Par. 1ſt. At the begin- 
ning I was raiſed by the hand 
of your favour; and from 
that period to the preſent 


you have uniformly protect- 


ed my honour, and by your 
countenance conferred re- 
ſpectability upon me. Aſ- 
fed by ſuch patronage and 
ſupport, and deeming my 


fidelity and attachment to the 


Company, and to the Nabab 

1zier, as duties which ad- 
mitted of no diſtinction or 
ſeparation, I bave, as is well 
known to you, unremit- 
tingly perſevered in exerting 
my ſervices for the benefit 
of both Surcars. | 


The my of Chunar has 
hitherto anſwered no one 
purpoſe for which it was 
concluded, either to the Na- 
bob or to the Company ; the 


ſeveral articles, without ex- 


ception, being at this hour 
in the ſame forwardneſs, 


with reſpect to their accom- 


pliſhment, as they were on 
the 23d of September, 1781, 
or on the day of its ratifica- 
tion. The revenues of the 
Nabob have, in the courſe 
of this man's ſeyen years 


_ miniſtry, fallen one third in 


the annual value, The Ho- 
nourable the Governor Ge- 
neral has repeatedly cenſured 
his conduct in the ſevereſt 
terms, and threatened him 
with his heavieſt diſpleaſure, 
if he did not inſtantly re- 
form it; yet Hyder Beg 
Khah opens his addreſs to 
the Governor General in the 
following words: I have, 
« as is well known to you, 
« unremittingly perſeyered 
in exerting my ſervices 
for the benefit of both 
« Sircars.” And in ufing 
this language, he has not 
made a declaration which 
carries falſehood upon the 
face of it, but with the moſt 
unbluſhing confidence has 
= to the Governor 
Jeneral for the truth of his 
aſſertions. Having ſhewn 
ſo uttet a contempt for truth, 
and ſo little reſpect for the 
firſt character in this coun- 
try, J am not ſurprized that, 


on my ſubject, he has ob- 


ſerved 
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Par. 2d. At this period, 
and for ſome time paſt, va- 
rious circumſtances and e- 


_ vents have come to paſs, 


which, in conſequence of 
{trict injunctions, that no 
one ſhall preſume to inform 


you of the ſtate of affairs 


here, my apprehenſions have 
hitherto deterred me from 
communicating, hoping, at 
the ſame time, that you 
might learn them from pub- 
lic report, and that the ne- 
ceſſary remedies would be 
applicd ; or that Mr. Briſtow 
would himſelf adopt more 
favourable diſpoſitions. As 
neither of theſe events has 
happened, I ſee no remedy 
or expedient whatever, ex- 
cept in a repreſentation to 
you of all that is paſſed ; and 
am therefore neceſſitated to 
make this communication, 

Par. 3d. In conſequence 
of the receipt of your fre · 


quent and reiterated informa- 


tions and declarations, both 
to his Highneſs and to me, 
by letters immediately from 
yourſelf, and alſo through 
the medium of Major Pal- 
mer, who, returning from 


 Cawnpore, did perſonally, 


at various interviews, and 


M 3 abortive ? 


' ſerved neither candour or 


moderation. At the ſame 


time, Gentlemen, as the ipſe 


dixit of the Miniſter is the 
ſingle evidence upon which, 
for the moſt part, he bas 
reſted the proof of his accu- 
ſations, it is highly impor- 
tant to me to requeſt your 
attention to a circumſtance 
like this, which is ſufficient 
to deſtroy at once all opinion 


of his ah, 
Par. 2d. This, Gentle- 


men, is alſo an aſſertion 


without proof; | crave per- 
miſſion to oppoſe it by a flat 


denial ; and, in addition to 


what I have ſaid in the pre- 


ceding articte, I beg it may 


be remembered, that I have 
never yet been convicted of 


deliberate falſehood. 


Par. 3d. To. prevail upon 


his Highneſs to fulfil the con- 
ditions of the Treaty of Chu- 
nar, was the chief object of 
my appointment.—Y our re- 
cords, Gentlemen, will bear 
witneſs to the reality of m 

exertions. Hag they bee 

ſeriouſly ſeconded by the Mi- 
niſter, 1s it conceivable they 


ſhould ftill prove vain and 
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repeatedly through the me- 
dium of others, communi- 
cate your ſentiments reſpect- 
ing obedience to the direc- 
tions and attention to the 
ſatis faction of Mr. Briſtow, 
declaring, that in the firmeſt 
reliance on his conduct, you 
had veſted with him ample 
powers in the arrangement 
and regulation of the Na- 
bob's affairs, and as your 
choſen and ſelected friend. 
had appointed him to the 
execution of this office that 
we ſhould not deviate in the 
minuteſt degree from his di- 
rections, or in the ſmalleſt 
point neglect or diſregard his 
pleaſure, and that we ſhould 
pay the ſame attention#to his 
ſatisfaction as we would to 
yours. In conſequence of 
the foregoing, as his High- 
neſs and myſelf regard an 
implicit reſpect and obedi- 
ence to your advice and di- 
rections as the firſt and only 
objects of our attention; 
therefore, agreeably to your 
commands communicated by 
a letter, and by Major Pal- 
mer, I have in every parti- 
cular obeyed the directions 
of Mr. Briſtow, from the 
hour of his arrival down to 
the preſent moment. Pa- 
u which he demanded I 

ave delivered, contrary to 
the pleaſure of the Vizier. 


In no point whatever have I 


been deficient in obedience 
aud ſubmiſſion. Whatever, 
he has directed, on what- 
ever ſubject, I have conſi- 
dered a compliance with his 
directions as obedience . to 
your commands, and with- 
out difficulty or heſitation 


- 


have 
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abortive ?—I would aſk Hy- 
der Beg Khan, Has any f- 
paration of the Nabob's pri- 
vate and public funds taken 
place? Is the Mutteyenna 
reformed? Are the offices 
of treaſury and collections 
yet eſtabliſhed ? Has any one 
meaſure, either for the di- 
ſtribution of criminal or civil 
juſtice, been adopted? Yet 
the Miniſter, with the moſt 
impoſing gravity, aſſerts, 
„% That he has comphed, 
without difficulty or heſita- 
„ tron, with whatever 1 di- 
t reed, on whatever ſub- 
«© jet, and that volumes 
„ would be inſufficient to 
“contain the particulars on 
„this ground;” and con- 
cludes by pronouncing, with 
his uſual deeefhon, that he 
is very well aſſured he ſhall 
be upholden in theſe daring 


falſchoods by the teſtimony 


of the Engliſh gentlemen at 
Lucknow.—l ſubmit to the 
Honourable Board, whether 
this is not adding inſult to 
contumacy ; or whether it is 
poſſible to be guilty of a more 
groſs or more wanton pro- 
ſtitution of terms, 


have fulfilled them. Vo- 
lumes would be inſufficient 
to contain the particulars, 
on this ground; to relate 
them circumſtantially, is 
therefore impracticable; and 
ou muſt already be well and 
fully informed on the ſub- 
ject, as many of the gentle- 
men reſiding here are per- 
fectly acquainted with moſt 
of the circumſtances. Not- 
withſtanding this entire and 
implicit obedience and at- 
tendance on his will, every 
mark of attention, and every 
inſtance of ſupport, which 
you, in your ſolicitude for 
the happineſs and well-being 
of his Jighneſs, and from 
your regard for the honour 
and reſpectability of his Mi- 
niſters, have always and uni- 
formly ſhewn, and the Gen- 
tlemen heretofore appointed 


to this office, in obedience 


to your pleaſure, were wont 
to exhibit, have been totally 
neglected and diſregarded by 
Mr. Briſtow.” 

Par. 4th. The firſt order 
that he gave on his arrival 
was, het I ſhould deliver up 
my papers to him. He exa- 
mined them, and, after an 
interval of ſome days, de- 
clared, that he was to take 
all the affairs of this coun- 
> all the offices, houſehold 

abliſhments, &c. and all 
the troops in the ſervice of 
his Highneſs, under his own 
immediate management, and 
make the diſburſements to 
each with his own hands— 
That, as the military ex- 
22 thoſe of the houſe- 

old, of the Jageerdars and 
Tuncawdars of the Surcar, 
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Par. 4th. The firſt part 
of this charge is a vague un- 
ſupported aſſertion, marked 
by its abſurdity, contradicted 
by the fact, and requiting 
no other refutation. The 
latter is abſolutely falſe. I 
propoſed to the Miniſter to 
aſſiſt Government with a 
loan, either from his own 
fortune, or upon his credit; 
obſerving, that it was parti- 
cularly incumbent upon thoſe 
who derive great advantages 
f:om their public ſtations, to 
prove their zeal for the State, 


| y uniformly exerting them- 
ſelves to reheve. its diſtreſſes; 


—that I would employ wy 


X44 influence 


188 
appeared to be very conſi- 
derable, an addition to the 
ways and means would be 
wanting, and therefore I 
muſt give up five-and-twenty 
lacks of rupees from my own 

rivate property, to enable 
him to pay the troops, the 
houſehold eſtabliſnments, Ja- 
geerdars, &c. I repreſented 
to him, that from the mo- 
derate ruſſoom granted and 
confirmed to us, under the 
ſign manual of his Highneſs, 
] had annually advanced 
more or leſs to the Nabob 
Vizier, in proportion to his 
neceffities; and that what 
remained had been diſburſed 
in defraying my own neceſ- 
fary expences—T hat the ac- 
counts reſpecting the Ruſ- 
ſoom, from my firſt appoint- 
ment to the Neabut, were 
forthcoming, which he might 
examine. He replied, That 
accounts were uſeleſs -t lat 
I had accumulated great 
wealth ; if I would give the 
ſum he had mentioned, it 
was well; if not, he would, 
by a change in the office of 


Neabut, find means to pro- 


cure the money.— I aſked 
him, whether the money 
could be procured by making 
that change? He replied in 
the affirmative, and I re- 
turned from his preſence. 
By one of his friends I af- 
terwards ſent him the fol- 
lowing meſſage :— That the 
Neabut, and the reſpectabi - 
lity which I poſſeſſed, were 
the gifts of the Governor 
General; That his High- 
neſs, with his uſual bene- 
volence towards his ſervants, 
had ſhewn me favour; and 
; that, 
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7 . 
influence with the Bankers, 


and procure a ſum equal to 
what it might be in his power 
to advance. This moſt fim- 
ple tranſaftion, which had 
for its ſole object the ſervice 
of the public, the Miniſter, 
with his uſual candour, ex- 
plains into an attempt to rob 
him of 25 lacks of rupees ; 
and, with his uſual truth, 
imagines terrors which he 
did not feel, and forges meſ- 


ſages which he did not ſend. 


Far from furniſhing any 
proof of that violence of 
temper, a belief of which 
Hyder Beg Khan has ſo ſtu- 
diouſly endeavoured to im- 
preſs, my correſpondence is 
the beſt teſt of the modera- 
tion with which I acted, not- 
withſtanding the inſults and 
evaſions I experienced from 
the Miniſter on every occa- 
ſion. If, imitating the exam- 
ple of my predeceſſor, I had 
availed myſelf of thedifcretion 
allowed me by my inſtruc- 
tions, and, when convinced, 
by trials often repeated, of 
the inefficacy of remon- 
ſtrance and expoſtulation, 
had I aſſumed another tone, 
the public ſervice would have 
been performed, and I ſhould 
not now have every thing to 
regret or to apprehend from 
the oppoſition of the Mi- 
niſter. 
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that, to the preſent time, I 
had not been wanting or de- 
ficient in my duty to either 
Surcar : That, as he, Mr, 
Briſtow, had been induced, 
at the inſtigations of my 
enemies, to make the pre- 
ceding declarations, if he was 
really and pofitively deter- 
mined, in conſequence of 
ſuch advice, to diſmiſs me 
from my office, it was well ; 
I would retire with my fa- 
— 4 to Calcutta. His 

iend replied by meſſage, 
That wh he, N.. Briſtow, 
had ſaid, had proceeded from 
the impulſe of a violent tem- 
per, worked upon by the ad- 
vice of ſeveral miſchievouſly- 
diſpoſed perſons, and that it 
would in the end ſubſide. — 
J returned for anſwer, that 


I would wait upon Mr. 


Briſtow the next day, and 
never quit him, day or night, 
until Thad ſucceeded in re- 
moving the idea which he 
entertained reſpecting m 
wealth, With — ; Blox 
tion, I waited upon him on 
following morning.— 
hat converſation had paſ- 
ſed between him and his 
friend, I know not; but 
immediately on my arrival 
at his houſe, he ſent me a 
meſſage, adjuring me to lay 
aſide all appearances of an- 
ger, as inconſiſtent and im- 
proper; and propoſing that 
we ſhould mt 110 confer 
together upon affairs as uſual. 
—Deeming it in every re- 
ſpect neceſſary to obey, I 
conducted myſelf as he had 
defired, and, without enter- 
ing upon the ſubje&, deli- 
vered to him the accounts, 
; r. tten 


189 


_ ceipts of Ruſſoom for the 
laſt fix years; obſerving that 
the country and the Aumils, 
both thoſe in and thoſe 
out of employment, were 
forth-coming, and that he 
might oppoſe and compare 
theſe with their accounts. — 
He replied, that at all events 
money 
anſwered, that I ſhould not 
have been backward, if the 


means had been in my poſ- 


ſeſhon, 

Par. 5th. After the pre- 
ceding affair, he brought 
forward the buſineſs reſpe&- 
ing the ſtationing of the re- 
giments ; faying that I muſt 
procure a Shoka to be writ- 
ten by his Highneſs on that 
ſubject.— I obſerved, that it 
would be neceſſary to com- 
municate the matter to the 
Nabob Vizier, and obtain 
his conſent; at firſt he agreed, 
and ſaid he would ſpeak to 
his Highneſs on the ſubject: 
after ſome days employed in 
conferences on this buſineſs, 
deeming it improper to men- 
tion it to the Nabob, he told 
me that it was altogether un- 
neceſſary; complained, at 
the ſame time, that on all 
occaſions I was wont to in- 
troduce the name of the 
Vizier, demanding my rea- 
ſons for ſo doing I replied, 
That every meaſure which 
was carried into execution 
without the Vizier's know- 
ledge, muſt ultimately draw 
the diſpleaſure of both par- 
ties upon me. He aſſerted 
the contrary; ſaying, he had 
it in command from the Go- 
vernor General and Gentle- 

men 


muſt be raiſed.— 1 


of the Turkſowars. 
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written at large, of the re- 


Par. sth. It is repe 
upon record, that I have al- 
ways diſclaimed an unautho- 
rized uſe of the Vizier's 
name; and I have as re- 

atedly declared to 12 
Beg Khan, that if any u- 


ation ſhould occur where. no 


diſcretion was left me, and 
it was indiſpenſible I ſhould 
act, I would make the aft 
my own; I would iſſue the 
directions that were neceſſary 
in my own name. — That 
theſe were my ſentiments, 
appears even from the Mi- 
niſter's own confeſſion, in 
another part of his charge. 
It is moſt true, Gentlemen, 
that the Shoka in queſtion 
was written without the 
knowledge of the Vizier; 
but it is as true that it was 
ſo written by the Miniſter 


alone — not only in this in- 


ſtance, but alſo with reſpect 
to the aſſignment in favour 
Hyder 
Beg Khan acquainted me, 
long after the orders had 
been expedited, that the) 
were iſſued unknown to the 
Vizier. When J underſto 

this to have been che 1 
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men of the Council, to act 
as he ſhould deem proper, 
without waiting to inform 
the Nabob, or allowing his 
meaſures to depend on his 
Highneſs's pleaſure or diſ- 
pleaſure; and ordered me to 
cauſe the Shoka to be writ- 
ten. — As I confider his 
Highneſs's well-being and 
proſperity to be promoted by 
my artachment to the Com- 
pany —and eſteeming it a 
duty, in obedience to your 
commands, to obey Mr. 
Briſtow, I thought it impro- 
per to ſay any thing further 
to him on the ſubject; and 
therefore I did as he had 
directed, and, without the 
Vizier's knowledge, cauſed 
the Shoka to be ritten, and 
delivered it to Mr. Briſtow. 
In the ſame manner, from 
the apprehenſion of ſuffering 
diſgrace, I was induced to 
write and deliver to him, by 
his orders, ſeveral other 
Shokas without his High- 
neſs's knowledge. At length 
the Vizier obtained informa- 
tion of theſe particulars, and 
I fell under his diſpleaſure. 
— Still, conſidering my duty 
to the Company's — 
and my duty to his Highneſs 
as inſeparable from each 
other, and looking up to 
you for favour and protec- 
ton, I continued to exert 
myſelf as uſual. 


I ſeverely cenſured his beha- 


vour; explaining to him, 


withal, the abhorrence with 
which aQts of this name were 
regarded by the natives of 
Europe ; and warning him, 
that, ſhould you ever be ad- 
vertiſed of the tranſactions, 
he would affuredly fall under 
your heavieſt difpleabure 7 
and that my ſilence would 
depend upon his 1eligiouſly 
obſerving my injunctions 
inſt a repetition of ſuch 
unwarrantable conduct. The 
language I held on this oc- 
caſion, no doubt, determined 
him to provide againſt the 
conſequences of a future diſ- 
covery —and the way in 
which he has thought proper 
to attempt this is far from 
being matter of ſurprize to 
me. It is moſt natural that 
accuſations —_— in 
malice, ſhould be uniform- 
* ſupported by falſehood. 
ou, however, Gentlemen, 
will judge how well this af- 
fected delicacy, with ref 
to the application of the Na- 
bob's ſeal, accords with his 
having been in a#ual poſſeſ- 
ſion of it for years, at the 
time it was firſt entruſted to 
him:—A diſcretionary pow- 
er was alſo, as he pretends, 
freely granted him by his 
maſter to uſe it as he ſhould 
ſee fit. Under this ſanction 
he has ſince reigned, with 
the utmoſt unbounded au- 
thority, over the territories 
of Aſuph ud Dowla; and 


in commanding, he has 


ruined them.—Yet Aſuph 
ud Dowla, if we will be- 
lieve Hyder Beg Khan, isa 
Prince moſt jealous of his 

rights, 


*. 
. — mn , 
© 
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* 


Par. 6th. The preceding 


was followed by an order 


from Mr. Briſtow, to make 
out and deliver to him an 
account of the expences of 
the Nabob's kitchen, houſes, 
elephants, camels, &c. &c. 
&c.— I repreſented, I hat he 
had never, during his former 
reſidency, demanded theſe 
pers, nor had they ever 
— demanded by either of 
the Gentlemen who ſuc- 
ceeded him, and that if I 
ſhould now preſume to de- 
liver them, without his 
Highneſs's conſent, he would 
certainly reſent it. — To 
which Mr. Briſtow replied, 
In every buſineſs, you ſtill 
introduce the name. of his 
Highneſs ; it will not be well 
for you: I have orders to 
take poſleſhon of all papers. 
Without remedy, I delivered 
to him the accounts above 
mentioned. — Mr, Briſtow 
now declared, that a Trea- 
ſurer and Comptroller muſt 
be appointed to the Nabob's 
houſehold. This meaſure 
he at firſt propoſed to his 
Highneſs through the me- 
dium of other perſons; at 
laſt he himſelf viſited the 
Nabob : As the Nabob did 
not acquieſce in this mea- 
fur2 ; but, on the conirary, 
made objections to the ap- 
pointments 
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rights, and poſſeſſing great 
ſenſibility. — That ſuch a 
Prince ſhould make a volyn- 
tary ſurrerider of the one, 
and a ſacrifice of the other, 
merely to pleaſe his Miniſ- 
ter, is a ſoleciſm 1n politics 
and in nature; which that 
Miniſter muſt reconcile be- 

fore he will be believed. 
Par. 6th. I beg leave to 
requeſt your attention, Gen- 
tlemen, to the treaty of 
Chunar; and alſo, to the 
following extract of the Ho- 
nourable the Governor Ge- 
neral's inſtructions to the 
late Reſident, Mr. Middle- 
ton, in conſequence of that 
treaty :—** I need ſcarcely 
«© inform you, that my chief 
Object, in my negocia- 
„tions with the Nabob, 
© has been to induce and 
* affiſt him to bring his 
&« Government and finances 
into ſuch regularity, as to 
« prevent his alliance from 
«© being a clog, inſtead of 
« an aid, to the Company; 
© and to enable him to diſ- 
charge his debt in the 
fhorteſt time poſſible. To 
« this end, the moſt eſſen- 
* tial point 1s, to limit and 
«< ſeparate his perſonal diſ- 
* burſements from the pub- 
lic accounts, They muſt 
6 not, in their total annual 
«© amount, exceed what he 
has received in any of the 
<& laſt three years. This 
„amount, in twelve equal 
parts, ſhould be paid him 
monthly, out of the firſt 
<< receipts,” —and alſo, to 
this extract of the additional 
inſtructions from the Ho- 
nourable the Governor Ge- 
neral 


Papers relating to Charges IV. and XVI. 193 


pointments of Treaſurer and 
Comptroller, Mr. Briſtow 
applied to and directed me 
to prevail upon his Highneſs 
to make thoſe appointments. 
—Agreeably to his orders, I 
waited upon and made the 
neceſſary repreſentations to 
the Nabob ; who, in reply, 
ſaid, Mr. Briſtow, the day 
before yeſterday, declared to 
me that Hyder Beg Khan 
ſhould have nothing to do 
in theſe affairs, after what 
manner was it poſſible for 
him to communicate this 


meſſage to you? I anſwer- 


ed, That except by the di- 
rections of Mr. Briftow, I 
could not haye brought the 
meſſage. His Highneſs com- 
manded me to return to Mr. 
Briſtow, and to repreſent to 
him, in terms the moſt 
forcible, that he (Mr. Briſ- 
tow) could obtain no bene- 
fit by the appointments of 
Treaſurer and Comptroller; 
but that thoſe appointments 
would reflect diſgrace and 
contempt upon his High- 
neſs, ſince it would become 
apparent that the V izier poſ- 
ſeſſed no autharity whatever, 
even -over his houſehold e- 
ſ{tabliſhments, domeſtics, and 
beaſts of carriage and bur- 
then :—;To aſk him, why 
he thus perſecuted and de- 
preſſed ? adding, The lit- 
„ tle which falls to my lot, 
„even that he will not al- 
„% low me to eat in 
and quietneſs.” This 
declaration was accompanied 
by tears of anguiſh.—l deli- 
vered his Highneſs's meſſage 
to Mr. Briſtow, and repre- 
ſented to bim all ad, 
ht | : 


neral to me, conformably to 
the reference of the Board: 
* In my late engagement 
© with the Nabob, it was 
“ ſtipulated that a certain 
„ ſum ſhould be ſet apart 
„% monthly for his private 
* expences ; and this made 
a part of my private in- 
ſtructions to Mr. Mid- 
« dleton: The ſum was 
« afterwards fixed, as I re- 
collect, at thirty lacks. It 
was my intention and di- 
„ rection that this appro- 
* riation ſhould be made 
© beforeany other; and this 
« I make my preſent in- 
junction to you.” — T heſe 
are the grounds, Gentle- 
men, upon which I recom- 
mended to the Nabob the 
ſeparation of his public and 
private funds; and as it was 
elf-evidently impaſſible that 
the monies which were to 
compoſe this fund, when 
ſo ſeparated, and which the 
Governor General had pre- 
ſcribed ſhould be paid by in- 
ſtalments, could be ſecure 
from embezzlement, except 
by the eſtabliſhment of an 
office of treaſury, I conſe- 
quently urged the Nabob to 
eſtabliſh ſuch an office. A- 
ware of the danger he ſhould 
incur by a declared reſiſtance 
to the execution of an arti- 
cle ſo explicitly provided for 
2 the treaty, Hyder Beg 
han has endeavoured to 
iate his oppoſition to it 
y the moſt malicious miſre- 
preſentation of my motives, 
alledging it was my purpoſe 
to reduce the Vizier to a cy- 
pher, though it was plain 
that the meaſure in queſtion 
Was 
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aſſed, and the ſtate of mind 
which he was, Mr. 
Briſtow replied, That with 
reſpect to the Nabob's cry- 
ing, ſuch tricks and artifices 
would not avail with him; 
that the Nabob knew him 
well, knew him to be that 
Mr. Briſtow who always did 
that which he had ſaid and 
declared he would do; that 
he ſhould do ſo on the pre- 
ſent occaſion : That he had 
laboured hard for fix years; 
that the Gentlemen in Eu- 
rope would have appointed 
him to a ſeat in the Supreme 
Council, but he had refuſed 
it he had been labouring to 
obtain this office, the Go- 
vernment of this country; 
that all people, and all his 
friends, had told him he 
would never obtain it; yet 
at laſt he was come : He 
had poſitive orders to act, in 
every reſpect, as he ſhould 
think beſt; that he was poſ- 
ſeſſed of full and complete 
authority; that he ſhould 
cauſe the Treaſurer and 
Comptroller to be appoint- 
ed a t and Fon the 
beginning of the next, he 
would take the total revenue 
or treaſury of the whole 
country into his own hands, 
and would himſelf iſſue in 
ſpecle ſuch ſam as ſhould be 
neceſſary. That ſuch ex- 
pences Gr elephants, horſes, 
Kc. were extravagant; that 
the Mumber' of domeſtics 
was 1mmoderate ; and that 
there was more victuals than 
was neceſſary dreſſed in the 
Nabob's kitchen; — that he 
would not permit or ſuffer 
ſuch expences. I aſked Mr. 
4 5 ; Briſtow 
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was the only one that could 
vent his continuing ſuch, 

t is impoſſible to give a 
more clear expoſition of my - 
own conduct, or a more de- 
cided teſtimony of the illi- 
beral, diſingenuous proce- 
dure of the Miniſter, than 
by a reference to the whole 
correſpondence that paſſed 
between us on this occaſion, 
The wretched artifice to 
which Hyder Beg Khan has 
had recourſe, of garbling that 
correſpondence, in order to 
give à colour to his aſſer- 
tions, furniſhes the ſtrongeſt 
preſumptive proof that he 
was convinced, if truly re- 
cited and taken together, it 
would overturn his Whole 
argument. With reſpect to 
the other evidence he has 
produced on this occaſion, 
and which he is pleaſed to 
call“ Subſtance and con- 
“ verſations 2 22 tlie 
appointment of à Trea- 
„ ſurer, &c. to the Nabob's 
* houſehold, J aſſure you, 
very ſeriouſly, Gentlemen, 
that the greater part is ab- 
ſolutely of the Miniſter's 
own invention; and the re- 
mainder falſified by deſign. 
Should any farther explana- 
tion be thought neceſlary, I 
beg leave to appeal to my 
addreſſes to the Governor 
General on this ſubjeR, 
dated the 12th of Decem- 
ber, 1782, and the 4th 
March, 1783, as alſo to the 


Board of the 21ſt January 


laſt; and I truſt it is by 
ſuch ample and explicit teſti- 
monies as theſe that my in- 
tentions will be judged of, 
and not by the unſupported 
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Briſtow if I was to commu- affertions, partial extracts, 
nicate what he had ſaid to and fabricated eonverſati 
the Nabob? Yes, he repli- of the Miniſter. verlations 


ed; and that I. ſhould tell 
his Highneſs what he had 
ſaid in plain terms; that he 
alſo would go face to face, 
and tell him fo, Accord- 
ingly at the end of two days, 
he came to he Nabob, and 
defired him to make the ap- 
intments of Treaſurer and 
Comptioller, adding, that 
they were points which he 
would never give up : That 
his orders from the Gentle- 
men of the Council were pe- 
remptory. — His Highneſs 
replied, ** Tf you have pe- 
« remptory orders on this 
„ ſubject, give to me 2 
« written copy of thoſe or- 
“% ders, My ſeal is forth- 
« coming, take it, and do 
& by force whatever you 
« think proper; I will ſhut 
« up the doors of my houſe, 
* and there I will fit and 
& ſeclude myſelf from all 
&« ſociety.” — Mr. Briſtow 
replied, That he would give 
him a written copy of the 
orders from the rio 
of the Council; and with 
regard to his ſeal, which he 
offered to ſend, he might 
ſend it. For two days ny R 
the preceding converſation, 
the Nabob ſent his ſeal by 
the Molavee, along with me, 
to Mr. Briſtow ; in conſe- 
quence of which, Mr Briſ- 
w_ ſaid, That if the N m_ 
onght proper, he wou 
act Th "Mr. Briſtow) had 
defired, and in that caſe 
himſelf affix his feal to the 
ſhokas ; if not, he would 
got allow the buſineſs to de- 


\ 
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pend upon the Nabob's ſeal; 
xe would ſend letters under 
his own ſeal to the Aumils, 
directing them to tranſmit 
the money to him, and 
would keep the Treaſury in 


his own hands. The hay- 
ing wrote thoſe letters, 18 
mentioned by Mr. Briſtow 
in his letter to me (vide copy 
No, 4.) ; to ſuch a degree 
has he depreſſed and degrad- 
ed, the Nabob. The con- 
verſations which have paſſ- 
ed, and an account of the 
oppreſſions exerciſed towards 
his Highneſs, will be made 
known to you by his letter. 
When the Nabob miade ob- 
jections to the appointments 
of Treaſurer and Comp- 
troller, grounded on the in- 
dignity and contempt which 
thoſe appointments would 
bring upon him, Mr. Briſ- 
tow directed his ſuſpicions 
towards me, and wrote me 
a letter ; to which I replied; 


copies of both letters are 


ſubmitted to your inſpection 
(vide copies No. 4. and 5.); 
thence my culpability or in- 
nocence, together with Mr, 
Briſtow's declarations re 
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ſpecting my diſmiſſion from 


office, and other particulars, 
will be made known to you. 
As my letter in reply con- 
tained a matter of fact reca- 


pitulation of all that had 


paſſed, Mr. Briſtow did not 
reply to or contradict it. 


Par. 7th. This was fol- 


lowed by an order to write 
and fend to him muſter rolls 
of the troops, both the Mut- 
teyenna and thoſe attending 
the preſence. 
to him, that he had already 
taken from me the whole of 

- the 


I repreſented. 


Par, jth. My, former 
communications made your 
Honourable Baard fully ac- 
quainted with the difficulties 

and delays I met with in ob- 
taining the accounts of the 
Mutteyenna, as well as with 
the enormous and alarming 
| abuſcs. 
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the revenue accounts; that 
a full ſtatement of the Mut- 
teyenna was included there- 
in. He replied, That I muſt 
write and deliver ſeparate 
muſter rolls of the troops to 
him. | requeſted a reſpite 
for a few days for this pur- 
poſe. He anſwered, no; 
that would be improper ; that 
the Mootaſuddies muſt be 
ſent to his houſe and write 
there. Accordingly he gave 
orders to Mr. Cowper to aſ- 
ſemble them there; and 
there they continued, in the 
ſtile of priſoners, writing 


from ſuti-riſe till nine at 


night, for the ſpace of ſeven 
or, eight days. When the 
regiſter or muſter roll was 
finiſhed, Mr. Briſtow. or- 
dered four thouſand horſe 
and ſeven thouſand foot of 
the Mutteyenna to be diſ- 
charged, ſay ing, that if the 
Aumils ſhould have occaſion 
for more troops, he had ſent 
for fifteen thouſand ſtand of 
arms from Calcutta; he 
would raiſe ſepoys ; and, in 
ſieu of the troops diſmiſſed, 
he would ſend thoſe ſepoys, 
entertained by himſelf, to 
the Aumils. I replied, That 
he was maſter, and poſſeſſed 
of ſupreme power ; he was 
to act as he thought proper. 
Some time after he told me, 
that the arms which he had 
ſent for from Calcutta were 
not arrived; that at the 
commencement of the year 
he ſhould ſet on foot an e- 
{tabliſhment here for the re- 
pairing and making of arms, 
and raiſe troops, as he had 
laid before. It was now be- 
Vor. IV, : 


- 


abuſes of that eſtabliſhment. 
I wiſh I could claim the me- 
rit of having, in any degree, 
corrected them. Hyder Beg 
Khan took the alarm at the 
firſt appearance of a diſpoſi- 
tion in me to inveſtigate this 
ſubje& ; he became doubly 
active in his reſiſtance to the 

reform of an inſtitution, 
which, in its preſent ſtate, 
leaves at his diſpoſal. one 
third of the revenues of the 
country; and his efforts 
were, as uſual, but too ſuc- 
ceſsful. The reſt of this ar- 
ticle, as detailed by the Mi- 
niſter, is an abſolute ro- 
mance. My plan, as I really 
explained it in the outline to 
Hyder Beg Khan, ſhall in 
due time be ſubmitted to the 
Honourable Board, . 


\ 
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come neceſſary for me to ap- 
prove and acquieſce, with 
entire ſubmiſſion, in every 
thing which he was pleaſed 
to ſay or direct. 

Par. 8th. On this occa- 
fion, I communicated to his 
Highneſs certain arrange- 
ments, implying advice or 


propoſals for my utter expul- 


fion from office. To which 
the Nabob replied : On a 
former occaſion I was pre- 
vailed upon, by your Coun- 
fels, to adopt a conduct ſi- 
milar to that which you re- 
commend, towards Moch- 
taum Dowlah, and after- 
wards you yourſelf ſtood 
forth to aid and protect him. 


What are your real inten- 


Mr. Briſtow 


tions now 


replied, That his Highneſs. 
might ſet his heart at eaſe 


with reſpect to him; that he 
would be a ſurety, and would 
give an engagement in writ- 
ing under his ſeal, that on 
this occaſion no protection 
or aſſiſtance ſhould be afford- 
ed to his Highneſs's Miniſ- 
ters on the part of the En- 
gtiſh ; that his Highneſs, in 
changing the ſaid Miniſters, 
and fubſtituting others, 
might take whatever ſteps he 
thought proper. 

Par. gth. The next time 
I waitcd upon him, he pro- 
poſed that we ſhould be re- 
conciled to each other. I 
faid, that I was obedient to 
his pleaſure ; that I had not 
hitherto been wanting in o- 
bedience ; and, that in fu- 
ture ] ſhould not ;—but that 
Kindneſs on his part was alſo 
neceſſary. He replied, that 
reconciliation, on his part, 


would 


Par. 8th. F am now in- 
deed fully convinced, and 1 
have told your Honourable 
Board ſo, that the ſalvation 
of Owde depends upon the 
diſmiſſion of the Miniſter; 
to have held this language to 
the Nabob, would neverthe- 
leſs have been very idle, and 
for the reaſons ſufficienthÞ 


obvious; indeed I never he 


it, unleſs Hyder Beg Khan 
will maintain, as he has fre- 

uently done, that to preſs 
*. points of inſtructions, 
which I had the moſt poſi- 
tive injunctions implicitly to 
attend to, and which have 
hitherto exerted myſelf, in 
oppoſition to this man, to 
no purpoſe, to effect, is e- 
quiĩvalent to ſoliciting his re- 
moval. Every ſalutary mea- 
fure, every idea of reform, 
he conſiders as the annihila- 
tion of his office, and reſents 


accordingly. 


Par. gth. I am afraid, 
Gentlemen, I ſhall, weary 
you, if I have not already 
done ſo, by thus continuing 
to examine minutely the 
looſe invectives, and puerile 
details, of the Miniſter. If, 
imitating his example, I were 
weak enough to obtrude up- 
on the patience of the Board 
the current reports of Luck 
now, 1 ſhould retort this 


charge 
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would depend upon my not 
having wrote to the Gover- 
nor General any information 
of what was paſſinghere. I 
replied, That I had nothing 
to do with writing accounts 
of what paſſed here; but that 
thoſe things he had done, 
and thoſe which he intended 
todo, were known to peo- 

ple of all I e in this 

city; that Mirza Iſmael 
Beg, who was his Counſel- 
lor and manager, had pub- 
liſhed them to every one, 
and that people ſpoke of 
them without reſerve to each 
other. Mr. Briſtow anſwer- 
ed, T hat he had never men- 
tioned any thing on theſe 
ſubjects to Iſmael Beg. I 
ſaid, If that be the caſe, why 
does he preſume to tell the 
people that you will turn out 
the Nabob's Aumils, and 
- appoint Aumils of your own? 
Many, to whom he has 
made this declaration, are 
ready to bear witneſs to the 
truth of it. On hearing this, 
he coldly replied, That he 
had never ſaid ſo; for, as 
Ifmael Beg had propagated 
theſe reports agreeably to 
Mr. Briftow's inclinations, 


he did not think it proper to 


call him to any account for 
them — Such is Mr Briftow's 
diſpoſition, that he outwardly 
profeſſes and careſſes, while in 
reality he is endeavouring to 
expel me from my office ; and 
then frequently denies or 
contradicts his own declara- 
tions. In the repreſentation 
which I have made, 1 have 
not, in any one inſtance, 
deviated from the truth ; and 
it is a 1 proof of the 


2 reality 
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charge of Hyder Beg Khan, 
and inform you, that he has 
repeatedly declared his reſo- 
lution to perſiſt, at all riſques, 
in the conduct he has hi- 
therto purſued, in contempt 
of any commands, however 
poſitive, which he may re- 
ceive from the Honourable 
the Governor General or 
Council. The utter diſre- 
gard with which he ſtill 
treats them, is indeed a very 
unequivocal teſt of the rea- 
lity of ſuch declaration; 
whilſt, on the other hand, 
his accuſations have neither 
fact, argument, or even pro- 
bability, to ſupport them. 
Not only here, but in other 
parts of his letter, the Mi- 
niſter plumes himſelf exceed- 
ingly, that I did not reply to 
his dull voluminous details, 
which he is pleaſed to call 
matter of fact recapitulations. 
I had already explained to 
him, in the plaineſt language, 
my intentions; which he 
ſtill wilfully miſunde:ſtood, 
and invariably miſrepreſent- 
ed. Having every thing of 
importance yet to do, I did 
not chuſe to engage in a filly 
and endleſs war of words, or 
to fit down ſeriouſly to an- 
ſwer fables, becauſe he choſe 
to dignify them with the 
name of facts. For the reſt, 
I am willing to flatter m 
ſelf, that what I have al 
ready ſaid will ſufficiently 
evince, the portrait Hyder 
Beg Khan has here ſketched, 
with ſuch peculiar felicity, 
is a ſtriking likeneſs of him- 
ſelf ; although, at the fame 
time, I confeſs I know not 
whether moſt to ac mire the 
- modeity 
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reality of many of the parti- 


culars, that Mr. Briſtow did 
not reply to thoſe which are 
ſtated in my anſwer to this 
letter, but at our next inter- 
view aſſumed appearances of 
affability and good- will. All 
perſons of rank and condi- 
tion, in this city, are fully 
acquainted with the forego- 
— 
ar. 1cth. The abſolute 
power aſſumed by Mr. Briſ- 
tow, in the affairs of this 
Surcar, is arrived at ſuch 
a pitch, that to conſult the 
pleaſure of the Nabob, or to 
adviſe with me in the con- 
duct of affairs, are circum- 
ſtances which he totally diſ- 
regards. Thus, the appoint- 
ment of Mahomed Beg, a 
trooper under Mirza Aboo 
Taulſeb, the intimate of Mr. 
Johnſon, to the Suzzau- 
wulli of Furruckabad, by the 
removal of Mahomed Saaud 
Khan, and through the in- 
terpoſition of Iimael Beg 
(which ſome time ſince took 
lace) is 
nown to all mankind. I 
repreſented to Mr. Briſtow, 
that his Highneſs did not 
approve of the appointment; 
but my repreſentation was 
diſregarded, and he poſitively 


obliged me to write and de- 


liver to him a Shoka, ap- 
pointing Mahomed Beg, fa 
the ſame manner, he has re- 
ſolved and intends to ſend 
out Suzzauwuls from him- 
ſelf to all the Mahaluts. He 
moreover, on all occaſions, 
both in private and in pub- 
lic, declares, and has re- 
peatedly ſaid the ſame to me, 
that at the 8 

0 


a circumſtance 


modeſty or magnanimity 
with which he has yielded 
in my favour all the honour 
of the reſemblance. | 


CY 


Par. toth. Here again, 
Gentlemen, Hyder Beg 
Khan himſelf propoſed the 
meaſure he cenſures and 
complains of. Had I indeed 
liſtened to the inſidious pro- 
2 of the Miniſter, my 

ezawuls would at this mo- 
ment have covered the face 
of the Vizier's dominions 
and Hyder Beg Khan would 
have triumphed in ſeeing me 
the dupe of a policy by 
which he meant to provide 
againſt a future failure of 
the collections, and hoped 
(though 1 had no ſhare in the 
nomination of the perſons 
who had been choſen to ſu- 
perintend them) to make me 
ſolely reſponſible for all their 
oppreſſions and miſmanage- 
ment. For the detail of this 
tranſaction, I beg permiſſion, 
Gentlemen, to refer you to 
my addreſs of the 3oth Ja- 
nuary, 1782 ; whence it will 
appear, that I always confi- 
dered the appointment of a 
Sezawul to Furruckabad as 
a deſperate alternative; but 
it was the only one: I there- 
fore acquieſced in it, when 
urgently recommended by 


the Miniſter, and was happy 


to find that acquieſcence 


honoured and confirmed by 


your approbation. 
EYES Par. 
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of the enſuing year he will N 


turn out all the Nabob Vi- 
zier's aumils, and appoint 
aumils of his own: That 
he will order the whole 
of the revenues to be paid 
in to him; and, that he 
will iſſue to the Nabob, in 
ſpecie, with his own hand, 
what he himſelf may think 
neceſſary for his Highneſs's 
expences ; and that he will 
not ſuffer the authority of 
this Surcar to remain in a 
ſingle Mahaul. He frequent- 
ly ſays, Why does the Na. 
bob keep ſo many elephants 
and horſes? why are ſuch 

ntities of proviſions dreſ- 
25 in his kitchen? Such 
numbers of domeſtics are un- 
neceſſary. I will curtail the 
whole. 


Par. 11. With reſpect to 


us, who are your depend- 
ants, and the Miniſters of 
his Highneſs, our credit and 


executive authority in all af- 


fairs is utterly annihilated. 
Like the bouſehold ſervants 
of Mr. Briſtow, we are day 
and night attending his com- 
mands; yet even by this 
conduct he will not be pre» 
vailed upon to govern with 
candour and complacency: 
Notwithſtanding all that we 
do, our hours are filled with 
unremitting alarms for the 
ſafety of our honour.— We 
have no reſource but in your 
benevolence ; no proſpe& of 
redreſs, but from your equi- 
ty and juſtice. Impelled by 
the emoſt urgent neceſſity, 
bis Highneſs has written to 
you a narrative of his fitua- 
tion; and I, your devoted 
ſeryant, have thus repreſent- 
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Par. zith. Hyder Beg 
Khan, unerringly inſtructed 
by the monitor in his own 
breaſt how quickly a flou- 
riſhing and happy people 
may be reduced to diſpair by 
the oppreſſive hand of a gloo- 
my _— tyrant, attri- 
butes to my four months re- 
dence at Owde the moſt de- 
plorable and moſt extenſive 
calamities. If, however, at 
fome future period, an an- 
ſwer to all or any of the fol- 
lowing queſtions ſhould be 
formally required from the 
Miniſter, it is as little pro- 
bable that he will ſtill perſiſt 
to ſabſtitute my name for 
his own, as it 1s conceivable 
be ſhould now have done fo, 
had he not ridiculouſly per- 
ſuaded himſelf I ſhould bg 
diſmifled without a heating; 
and that he might therefore 
ſaſely hazard the moſt incre- 

tblg 
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ed all that has paſſed under 
my obſervation, to the pre- 
ſent time, without addition 
or dimunition, that we, the 
Miniſters, may not hereafter 
be deemed guilty of neglect, 
in withholding the neceſſary 
information of the preſent 
ſtate of things here. The 
happineſs and proſperity of 
the Nabob depend upon 
your favour and kindneſs ; 
our honour and ſtability on 
your bounty and ſupport.— 
Whatever may be your de- 
termination in behalf of the 
Surcar, it will be received 
with joy and reſpect. Deem- 
ing it a duty to make this 
repreſentation, I have. thus 
laid it before you. It was 
heretofore the eſtabliſhed cuſ- 
tom with the Gentlemen a 

pointed to ſuperintend the 
Company's affairs at this 
Court, to take jauidaads to 
the amount of the Compa- 
ny's demand, and to leave 
the balance of revenue, ariſ- 
ing from the remainder of 
the country, at the diſpoſal 
of his Highneſs ; in conſe- 
quence of which, more or 
leſs was forthcoming to the 
Tuncawdars, Jageerdars, and 
Huzzooree troops, and for 
the expences of the Nabob's 
houſehold eſtabliſhments, e- 
lephants, horſes, camels, 
 &c. In the preſent year, Mr. 
Briſtow, after taking © the 
company's jauidaad, gave or- 
ders, that from the remain- 
der of the revenues of this 
country, no money ſhould 


be iſſued to any perſon what- 


ever; that, having appoint- 
ed a Treaturer and Comp- 
troller, he would call in the 

monies, 


dible and im falfe- 
— wogert would 
aſk him, for ſeven years paſt, 
had the entire ſuperintend- 
ance of the Nabob's reve- 
nues, and, by his miſma- 
nagement, occaſioned a de- 
cline ſo rapid, that they are 
already reduced one third in 
their annual value? Who 
has fuffered a nominal army, 
at an annual expence of a 
crore of rupees, to continue 
for years a dead weight upon 
the public? Who has held 
for years the unparticipated 
and uncontrouled authority 
over the dominions and over 
the treaſures of the Nabob 
of Owde, -and has well nigh 
made a deſert of the one, and 
moſt ſnamefully diſſipated the 
other? If the improvident and 
wicked adminiſtration of the 
public money has introduced 
confuſion and _—_— into 
ev department of the 
ſtate—if the immediate de- 
pendants of the Prince par- 
take of diſtreſſes from which 
even the Prince himſelf is 
exempted—if his court ex- 
hibits a lamentable ſcene of 
want and wretchedneſs—if 
thoſe who are allied and u- 
nited to him by the ties of 
conſanguinity or friendſhip 
are alike periſhing, unpitt- 
ed and unrelieved — who, 
I preſume to aſk, is the 
author of their miſeries, or 
the object of their execra- 
tions? It is indeed moſt im- 
portant, Gentlemen, that the 
real author of cheſe compli- 
cated evils ſhould be known ; 
that the millions which have 
been ſquandered ſhould be 
accounted for; and that 


- exemplary 


monies, and direct the diſ- 
burſements himſelf. In con- 
ſequence of which, to the 
preſent period, no ſubſiſtance 
whatever has been received 
by the Tuncawdars, Jag- 
heerdars, Hindoſtan troops, 
or people employed 1n the 
of government; and 
they are one and all calling 
out for redreſs and juſtice. — 
Buch is the ſituation of things 
here, that all mankind are 
reduced to a ſtate of deſpair 
by the hand of Mr. Briſ- 
OW. | 
Par. 12. We, the Mini- 
ſters, owe our preſent ſitua- 
tion to your bounty; his 
Highneſs alſo 1s devoted to 
your pleaſure in all reſpects; 
and, from the interchange of 
turbans between you and the 
late Nabob, he confiders you 
as the brother of his father. 
— Whatever may be your 
pleaſure in behalf of his High- 
neſs, and with reſpect to the 
well government of this 
country, which in a peculiar 
manner appertains to you, 
his Highneſs does in no te- 


ever directions you may give, 
thoſe directions he will o- 
bey.—If, from the kindneſs 
and affection which you bear 
towards his Highneſs, you 
thall pleaſe to confer upon 
him diſcretionary powers for 
the diſcharge of the Compa- 
my's demands, whatever may 
de the ſums ſtated by Mr. 
Briftow to you as payable, 
and to be paid in the courſe 
ofthe current year, kis High- 
neſs, on receiving informa- 
tion of the amount, is ready 
and willing with ſuch powers 
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exempl puniſhment 
ſhould be inflicted upon the 


Penh as well to prevent 
ereaftet a repetition of ſuch 
enormous offences, as to de- 
ter other delinquents from 
following the example of 
Hyder Beg Khan, and at- 
tempting to fix the odium of 
their iniquities upon the 
Engliſh nation. a 


Par. 12. I hope, Gentle 
men, what has preceded will 
have ſufficiently explained 
and expoſed the deteſtable 
arts the Miniſter has prac» 
tiſed to eſtabliſh the com- 
plaints he has preferred 2 
gainſt me. — The tenor of 
this laſt article, as well as the 
whole of his addreſs to the 
Honourable the Governor 
General, received the 7th A- 
ba. are better proofs, if 

er can be, of the real mo- 
tives which firſt determined 
him to complain, than any 
I have hitherto ſuggeſted. — 
Pretending to feel for the in- 
jured honour of his Prince, 
he comes forward as my ac- 
cuſer; but his accuſation 
cloſes with a propoſal, which 
I conceive muſt do more in- 
Jury to this cauſe than a vo- 
lume of detail refutation ; it 
furniſhes the plaineſt evi- 
dence : In ſoliciting my re- 
meval, he had in view but 
one object, and that object 
was himſelf.—In the letter 
above alluded to, he charges 


me with taking by violence 


his tymmoſuk. from the 
| « bankers, 


to r the ſame: - And 


we, the Miniſters, in obe- 
dience to your pleaſure, and 
ſtrengthened and ſupported 
by you, will, at all events, 
raiſe the neceſſary ſupplies 
for the payment thereof, and 
for the enſuing year: Agree- 
ably to ſuch plan or ſyitem 
as you may determine upon 
for the payment of the cur- 
rent demand, with diſcre- 
tionary powers to his High- 
neſs, we will take meaſures 
for the payment of the ſame, 
in ſuch manner that, under 
the favour of God, and with 
your protection, the ſums 
payable to the Company's 
Surcar ſhall be punctually 
received. By ſuch a ſyſtem, 
your fame, and the fame of 
the Engliſh people, ſhall ex- 
tend throughout this empire; 
and due regard to your con- 
trouling power, and ſubmiſ- 
hon and obedience to your 
orders, though ſecretly ope- 
rating, ſhall be firmly eſta- 
bliſhed, as ſhall afford you 
ample cauſe for ſatisfaction. 
— The ſucceſs of theſe pro- 
poſals depends upon your fa- 
vour: With you it muſt reſt 
to form ſuch a plan for the 
payment of the Company's 
demands as may be conſiſt- 
ent with the honour and 
dignity of the Nabob Vizier 
and whatever mode you 
may pleaſe to point out, with 
the bleſſing of God, agree- 
ably thereto, your pleaſure 
Mall be fulfilled, without the 
ſmalleſt deviation. Through 
God's favour, your know- 


ledge and experience. are ce- 


lebrated among men; you 
are the ſupport and * 
, (0) 
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& bankers, ſubſtituting 
© own, and declining bil. 


upon the Mahajins— 


My tummoſuk was ſubſti- 
tuted, in order to deprive 
Almaſs Ally Cawn of the 
additional diſtricts, and in 
ſtri conformity to a ſecret 
article of the Governor Ge- 
neral's inſtructions.— I did 
not decline bills on the Ma- 
hajins ; —* the engagement 
with them could not be ful- 
filled, as the inſtallments for 
paying them were at too car» 
ly a period to realize a ſuffi- 
cient ſum, from the receipts 
of the revenue, both to ſa- 
tisfy them, and to furniſh 
ſupplies to the army. The 
Miniſter had promiſed me a 
loan of fix lacks of rupees, 
which would have relieved 
me from all difficulties ; but 
in this, as in every other in- 
ſtance, he forfeited his word, 
and I was compelled to bor- 
row the money myſelf to 
pay the troops. So far from 
oppreſſing the bankers, by a 
timely aid, I ſaved the houſe 
of Buckraje and Cuſhmyrry 
Mull from bankruptcy.— 


They had all ſtrained their 


credit. —'T his, and the re- 


duction of the intereſt from 


two to one per cent, per 


month, were my reaſons for 


not accepting more bills at 
that particular juncture.— 
It is not, ſurely, in the little 
malice of Hyder Beg Khan 
to give an invidious character 
to meaſures like theſe, either 
adopted as a ſecurity againſt 
rebellion, or to ſave the pub- 


lic money ; and which have 
already been honoured with 
your full 


eſt approbation. 
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of your friends; and affairs 
of every deſcription are fami- 
liar to your penetration. It 
is apparent, that in caſe his 
Highneſs's authority ſhall be 
reſtored, bankers, mer- 
chants, friends, and connec- 
tions, all will be filled with ; 
confidence; looking forward 
to future benefits, every one 
will conſider his difficulties 
as objects of indifference or 
ſatisfaction, The payment 
of the Company's demands, 
and the fulfilment of your 
pleaſure, will be the firſt ob- 
jects of their views and wiſh- 
es ; no man will complain of 
hardſhips ; but, in the ex- 
pectation of future proſperi- 
ty, one and all will with gra- 
titude acknowledge your 
goodneſs, and — — ſub- 
mit to every poſſible ſaving 
for the purpoſe of diſcharg- 
ing the debt to the Compa- 
ny,—With reſpect to theſe 
arrangements, whatever may 
be your pleaſure will be pro- 
per and juſt, and our obedi- 
ence is unlimited. Redreſs 
and protection, in behalf of 
his Highneſs, from the hand 
of Mr. Briſtow, under whom 
the moſt unbounded oppreſ- 
fion is experienced, peculiar- 
ly N upon your bene- 
nev hatever may 
appear to you moſt proper, 
let us be favoured with your 
— and they ſhall be o 


I come now, GEES to the Miniſter's third and 
laſt addreſs to the Honourable the Governor General, re- 
ceived the 1ſt May, 1783. In my letter to the Board of 
the 13th May, every thing has been ſaid, and, I truſt, eve- 
ry thing has been proved, on the ſubject of the Adawlut, 


dr will bp neveſlary io ſhow that tre is not peſhaps 
a ſyl- 
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= ſyllable of truth in what Hyder Beg Khan has advanced: 
J ſhall, therefore, now limit myſelf to a very few additional 
obſervations. And firſt, Gentlemen, he has again moſt 
ſhamefully garbled the correſpondence that paſſed between 


us on this occaſion, and ſhewn the fame contempt for truth 


as in the firſt part of his accufations. It is wonderfut with 
what induſtry this man has continued to miſrepreſent. my 
every action ſince I became reſident, —If I deſire one of my 
aſſiſtants to conſult the Miniſter, in my name, upon the 
beſt mode of redrefling preſent injuries, and prevent them 
in future, he terms it appointing him Darogo of the A- 
dawlut.—If ſuch Gentleman fubmits his ideas to the Mi- 
niſter, to be adopted or rejected, as he, having conſidered 
them, ſhall determine, the Miniſter calls it iſſuing man- 
dates to the Nabob, and reducing him to a cutwal ; and, 


becauſe he is conſcious that there is as wide a diſtinction 


between the real fact and his ſtatement of jt, as there is 
between the delivery of a ſpeculative opinion and the pro- 
mulgation of a poſitive law, he adds falſchood to miſrepre- 
ſentation, and makes ſpeeches for my affiſtant which be 
never dreamt of.—If, again, I defire my aſſiſtant, as he 
underſtands Perſian, to prepare papers in that language for 
my fignature, Hyder Beg Khan aſſerts I ſuffer my aſſiſtant 
to iſſue ſhokas in his own name to the Aumils.— If I com- 
mit to him the charge of public monies, the Miniſter af- 
firms I ſuffer him to appoint a Treaſurer of his own, and, 


in addition, names perſons as in actual poſſeſſion of the of- 


fice, who, for aught either of us know to the contrary, 
may never have exiſted.—In ſhort, Gentlemen, there is 
no perverſion of fact, no contradiction in argument, no 
proſtitution of terms, to which he has not been driven, in 


his attempts to reconcile the groſſeſt inconſiſtencies. —— 


Laſtly, I ſhall paſs to his narrative addreſſed to the Gover- 
nor Gon and received the 4th of May, 1783.—1 have 
before remarked, and it will, no doubt, have ſtruck the 
Honourable Board, that the proofs produced by Hyder Beg 
Khan, in ſupport of his charges, are, for the moſt part, 
of ſuch a nature as to admit but of one mode of refutation. 
To an ipſedixit, what but a flat denial can be oppoſed ? un- 
leſs it happens, as is indeed generally the caſe of the Mini- 
ſter, that its own abſurdity may be further pleaded againſt 
3t : But this is of little moment here, fince, whenever the 
Miniſter has inadvertantly expoſed himſelf to the force of 
reaſon or of evidence, the arguments 1 have urged, and the 
teſtimonies I have produced, have gone uniformly to prove 
how little credit is due to his moſt ſolemn declarations.— 
The above narrative will afford a ſtriking illuſtration of this 
remark. Although the circumſtances it relates are in 
themſelves fo ſtrange and improbable, that to induce 2 


belief 
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belief of them, the moſt circumſtantial evidence muſt, I 
ſhould imagine, be required, yet Hyder Beg Khan has 
reſted upon them, one only excepted, upon his bare 
affirmation, expreſsly, as it would ſeem, to give me once 
again an opportunity of explaining, from that one, with 
how much indifference he falfifies it. —He ſays, I aſked 
him what his plan for modelling the Vizier's government 
* was, in the execution of which he was defirous of 
acting with him: He repeated verbally ſome articles. 
called for pen and ink, and wrote them down as he re- 
«« peated them; and then aſked whether theſe were all, or 
« if there was any thing more; he replied, This plan, af- 
« ter this manner, is agreeable to the orders of the Gover- 
% nor and the Gentlemen of the Council, directed to be 
carried into execution; which, at the time of my com- 
« ing here, they gave to me perſonally, and delivered to 
„ me in writing.” — The Minifter, Gentlemen, did not, 
as he aſſerts, call for pen and ink, and write down, as I 
ted them, the articles here mentioned ; but he fat at 
home, and deliberately forged what he has fince wickedly 
endeavoured to perſuade the Governor General, and the 
Board, was my production. I only requeſt, it may be 
compared with the plan I really delivered to him upon this 
ſubje&, and which I have already had the honour to ſub- 
mit to you. After ſo decided a proof of his conſymmate 
treachery, is it neceſſary I ſhould proceed to a formal de- 
nial of the reſt of his narrative? It is not poſſible, that a 
Gentleman ſhould be ſo careleſs of his own dignity, or ſa 
wanting in reſpe& to the character and ſtation of the Go- 
yernor General ; and I therefore feel the indecorum of of- 
fering either to deny or to apologize. At the ſame time, I 
am free to declare, that my reſpect alone reſtrains me from 
tendering, not only my honour, but my oath, on this oc- 
cation, in oppoſition to Hyder Beg Khan; who has not, 
from the firſt word of the above narrative to the laft, once 
deviated into truth. 
(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
a Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
A true copy of an encloſure in Mr. Briſtow's letter. | 


Hay, 
Actg. Secy, to the Secret Dept. 
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Comparative Statement of the Revenues of the Vizier's 
Dominions, between the Year 1183, and the Year 1190 


Byſcwarrah — 14,23,383 


Fuſſulee. 
| Revenues of the Revenues of the 
Year 1183. ear 1190. 
Diftrifs. 1 
Corah and Currah 15, 61,251 0 © 12,78, 441 11 0 
Sharah © — 4. wand o © 55759383 11 0 
Jiagdiſepore, &c. 7:69, ,000 © © 7,31, 400 9 
ta wa — $227. 0 0 2,71,50 - 
Rohilcund, inches." 7 7 Mn. js 
ing Lataufit Ally | Tor 
Cawn's jay1idaad 60, 60, 341 0 o 45,04,194 3 4 
 Khyrabad — 11,0c,000 © o 9,382,473 0 © 
Syluck — 2,02, 968 3 3 1,56,789 10 © 
Futtypore — *1,04,356 9 40,947 13 © 
Bifſowah — 1,42,607 13 3 1,01,031 53 3 
Sudderpore © — 42,838 12 3 35. 05 © © 
Maharage N uggur 33,998 11 © 38,9 8 10 9 
| 3 ndellee Mil- 1,67,548 o o 1567848 8 0 
Mahumdy — 2,75, oo © © 1,4, 351 © © 
Allahabad — 10,03, 218 0 0 3, 12,87 © o 
Gonda — 4. 20, 00 © © | 
Amora — rer 0 O | 
Buſtee — 6,25, oo0 Oo © 
Nuggur — ure 0 o 
Muggur 
Munn ocabaury and 1,86,694 15 g 1,40, 1) © © 
Coorſy — 54,774 1 6 40,700 0 0 
Goruckpore — 4.60, 15 0 4.52, 903 8 3 
Bairaitch — — 3,70, 344 1 ; 9 
Bulrampore — — — 81,617 0 
Baunſee — 11,40, 0 o o 41,804 8 6 
Akowna — — — 23.50 © 9 
Ruſſoolpore Ghoſs — — 55,409 15 6 
Azimgur and Mahole 6, 28,163 0 © 6,79, 801 0 9 
Sultanpore — , 14, 0 o o 6, oo, o © © 
Sundellce 8 3,60, hoo © © 2, 51, 140 © © 
Sandy Pally an | 
ou dick we 3,66, ooo © © 2,90,000 ©. 0 
Khyragur — 2, oo, ooo © © 2,00,000 © © 
Purtaubgur — 1 
Diigo 555 7,67,000 © © 4, 70, 00 © 0 
Dullubpore — 
© © 14,175,579 © © 


Barelly 
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— 3 3 3.26, 0 
Ruddowly - - -- | 8.8 8,47. 705 22 
Durriabad 4 2,738,049 6 3 
Lucknow, — 1, 1,00 o © 55,280 12 y 
Mohan =_ 61,001 © © 49,578 0 0 
Ackberpore — 4. 50, 0 © © 2, 55,819 15 6 
Amaty Rampore 3, 26,0 0 © 2, 27,695 © © 
The Sayer + — ' 3,81,960 © © 2,01,005 o © 
Sundry Talooks 409,783 oO o 5. 34,170 15 2 
Manickpore '— 1,29,847 © © 1,060,000 © o 
256 „07, 811 8 2,07, 1,749 10 0 
Revenues of the | ny a — : — — 
year 1190 2,0), 71,740 10 © 
Deere aſe in tbe 8 
revenues of 
the year 1190 5, 36,970 14 9 
Decreaſe as above — $5,365,070 1 | 
As far as I can judge from the preſent ATR WER 
ſtate of the collections, there will ac- 
crue a balance upon the whole of the 
Vizier's revenues a ſum not leſs than 35,00,000 © 0 


Another actual deficiency, though it 
does not appear as ſuch upon the 
face of the public accounts, is includ- 
ed in the immenſe s of collec- 
tions and military eſtabliſhments, 
When the diſtricts are let to farm, at 
the beginning of the year, it has been 
a great object with the Miniſter to 
prevent the decreaſe appearing. If an 
Aumil, when treating for the farm of 
a country, ſhould object to the Mi- 
niſter's demands, the matter is com- 
promiſed, by _— him nominal 
charges under the different heads of 
Nanker, &c. Seybundy, and every 
Pr deſcribed as Ekrajaut, Me- 

Il, and Mottayenna. Theſe are in- 
creaſed proportionable to the increaſe 
of the revenue. Thus the whole be- 
comes a fiftion,—From the ſcrutiny 
I have made into theſe matters, if no- 
minal charges were ſtruck off, I am 
perſuaded the revenue would fallſhort 
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at the loweſt calculation, a ſum not = 
leſs aan — 10,00,000 © o 


1,00, 36,070 14 9 


nnn 


The above aſſertion, relative to nominal charges, will 


be more particularly explained from a comparative ſtate of 
the revenues, with the charges of collection, amounting to a 
third part of the groſs ſum. The thing ſpeaks for itſelf: It 
cannot be urged, as a reaſon, that the troops ſtationed at 
Lucknow are paid through the channel of affignments ; 
they are allowed for ſeparately. . One might ſuppeſe that 
the ſmall body of Mottayenna, or the military, attached to 
the Aumils which do exiſt, would be well paid : But this 
is not the caſe ; the whole are many months 1n arrears, and 
mutinies frequently happen on this account. The follow 
ing is a comparative ſtatement, which only comprehends 
the Mottayenna and Ekrajaut Mehall. The Nankar I have 

omitted, becauſe I have been unable to obtain a correct ac- 
count of it. F | | 


A true copy. | 
AR. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 
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Comparative Statement between the Revenues of the vi- 


zier's Dominion and the Charges Mehall and Mottayenna, 
for the Fuffulle Lear 1190. | 
| „ Jummah of the f Charges Mehall 
DISTRICTAI Revenues, {| and Mottayenna, 
Carah, Etawa, Sharah, and Jagdiſcpore 59, 56,737 4 9] 18,54,385 3 6 
Rohileund, including Lataufit Ally | , | | 
Cawn's Jayudaad - - 45,04, 194 3 11,1, 123 l 
Khyrabad and Mhaymdy = - - Tog86,824 0 $921,391. 8 © 
Syluck - — - 1,536,789 ro 1,06,362 4 3 
Biſſowah, Sudderpore, Maharaje Nug- | 
gur, and Aimeh Sundellee Milliabad 43,201 8 68,379 6 „ 
Allahabad - — — 12,875 © 295,983 9 © 
Gonda Amora Buſtee, Nuggur, and | 
Muggur * =» - -= 6,25,000 © 2, 60,438 8 6 
Mutnooabaury and Mahoneh — 1,429,109 o 29, to @ 
Gee „ — 1 1 7 | | 
aunſee, Akowna, and Ru re 2s 
Ghoſe e — tos xs, 2 * $63,056 6 © 
Azimgur and Mahole - - 79,803 © 4,8, it 6 
Sultanpore - - - 00 οõqõ,ẽẽf © 3.98,418 6 © 
Sundelee Milliabad - — 2,581,140 © 1,4259 8 0 
Sandee Paullee and Shawabad  < 259, 00 © 10,33 © 0 
. 2,00,000 o 5018 © „ 
4,790,000 © 1,438,142 8 © 
14,715,579 '© 17,125 15 
8.47% © 2,7, I © 
$5,280 12 25.029 1 6 
49.578 o 5782 10 0 
2,557,819 15 1234562 0 
2,247,696 ©. 179,933 0 
2,01,005 o 30,182 8 0 
5 199,9 6,915 13 fc 68, 03,89 3 © 
Sundry Talooks — - 634,176 15 2— 
Manickpors — - 1,60,000 o cl have hitherto been 
F 2 8 40,947 13 unable to obtain 
. % e J eee 
— oy diſtricts, 7 
 2,07,71,740 10 E 
771,74 charges 


— 


In my obſervations I have omitted the Jaghyres and 
— not being ſufficiently informed concerning 
Errors excepted, 
(Signed) bu HN BRISTOW, 
A true ans eſident at the Vizier's Court. 
E. Hay, 


Actg. Sec. to the Secret Dept. 


212 Papers relating to Charges IV. and XVI. 


8 A ere 3 Fre — and Hyder 
zaun: written by Hyder Beg Khaun.— Copy re. 
| ceived the ach May, mn 

Mr. Briſtow came in the evening. His firſt converſation 
turned upon affairs in Europe; that other Gentlemen were 
coming, in conſequence of the diſmiſſion of the Governor 
and others; that the perſon who was coming in the place of 
the Governor, who was a chief of high rank, was related 
to Mr. Cowper; that the idea, which lately exiſted, that by 
the appointment of a former Miniſter, who was the friend 
of the Governor, the Governor's ſtability would be ſecur- 
ed, was at length known to be erroneous, for that the Go- 
yernor's miſconduct was now plainly proved and aſcertain- 
ed in Europe; therefore, ſaid he, „it is my wiſh, 
that you and I ſhould enter into mutual engagements, 
cc for, by acting in conſort with each other, affairs will 
4 be effectually conducted. I have been recommended in 
„ Europe to thoſe Gentlemen who are coming, and m 
66 _ is every way at reſt with reſpe& to my own at- 
« fairs.“ | ' | | 

I aſked him for what particular purpoſes it was that he 
required ſuch ſecurities from me? He replied, ** For the 
« well modelling the Vizier's Government; and further- 
© more, that you ſhall not enter into any engagements 
„ with any one but me.“ „ 208 

I aſked him, What his plan for modelling the Vizier's 
Government was, in the execution of which he was deſt- 
rous of my acting with him? He repeated verbally ſome 
articles, I called for pen and ink, and wrote them down 
as he repeated them (vide articles, No. f.); and then 
aſked whether theſe were all, or if there was any thing 
more? He replied, <** This plan, after this manner, is 
« agreeable to the orders of the Governor and the Gentle- 
« men of the Council, directed to be carried into execu- 
« tion; which, at the time of my coming here, * 
c to me perſonally, and delivered to me in writing. Their 
« orders for the eſtabliſhment of the Perſian Dufter have 
4% been lately written, and received by me; and I have 
written to the Gentlemen of the Council, that the ſet- 
4 tlement for the preſent year was made before my arri- 

val, but that I will carry it into execution at the begin= 
« ning of the next.” | | 

I ſaid, ©* Since ſuch a plan is to be carried into execution 
by the order of the Governor General, I will not in 
© any manner heſitate to obey his orders; but your diſpo- 
« ſition is ſo doubting and ſuſpicious, that the fincerity and 
e uprightneſs of my intentions have been uſcleſs, and of 
% no ayail,” That reſpecting his directions 2 


. 
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him to be the orders of the Governor) that ſuch things 
were not to depend on the Nawaub's being informed 
of them, from an apprehenſion of informed of them,” 
from an apprehenfion of my honour, as he had ſaid that 


any ** evaſions or objections that might ariſe would not 


d he the Nawaub's, but mine,” I had executed them: 


© that now, from the introduction of the preſent plan, 
« the authority of his Highneſs would be annihilated alto- 
6 gether; if the Nawaub ſhould heſitate to conſent to this 
© plan, what were his intentions in that caſe ?*” 

He replied, I will not ſuffer it to depend on the Na- 
waub's compliance or non-compliance; I willearry it into 
execution. I anſwered, that I would not, in any manner 
whatever, diſpute the Governor's commands, for that I 
was declaredly a dependant on him, and was ſatisfied that 
whatever he ſhould order muſt be right in ever / reſpect; 
but defired that in caſe I ſhould, agreeable to his (Mr. 
Briſtow's) orders, execute the buſineſs in oppoſition to the 
inclinations of the Nawaub, he would procure, for my ſe- 
curity and ſatisfaction, a letter from the Governor directed 
to me, importing that I muſt act agreeably to whatever he 
(Mr. Briſtow) might direct; and that I muſt not ſuffer my 
compliance to depend on aſſent or diſſent on the part of 
his Highneſs; as in that caſe, if his Highneſs ſhould be 
offended, I ſhall on this fide be ſure of protection and ſup- 
port; nay, that it appeared neceſſary, moreover, that theſe 
articles ſhould be written and tranſmitted to me. 

He replied, © I tell you that the Governor is diſmiſſed ; 
« of what uſe is it then to require letters from thence?“ 
I anſwered, that I was a dependant on the Governor ; as 
long as he continued at Calcutta, | would act in obedience 
to his pleaſure ; and whenever the period for his departure 
ſhould arrive, I would go to him, and would then do as 
he ſhould direct. 

He replied, ** All this labour and trouble is unneceſſary: 
« I offer you the ſecurities neceſſary; being perfectly ſatis- 
% fied and ſecure myſelf, with reſpec to the Gentlemen 
* who are coming. I will give you a Coulnamah, binding 
* myſelf to ſupport and promote your intereſts both in 
Calcutta and in Europe.” 

I anſwered, that he muſt not confider my declarations 
of dependance on the Governor as a matter of profeſſion 
only ; but be aſſured, to a certainty, that whenever poſitive 
informatior{ ſhould be received that he was about to depart 
for Europe, I would wait upon him, and in whatever 
manner he ſhould direct, fo I would act. | 

It appears then,” he ſaid, that you will withdraw 
* yourſelf from the management of affairs here.“ I re- 
OL, IV. O - plicd, 
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plied, that I executed the duties of my office, in fact, 
through the influence of the Governor's ſupport ; when he 
was gone to Europe, through the influence of whole pro- 
tection was I to manage affairs ?—that I would not con- 
tinue. | | 

He was offended at this declaration, and replied, © I am 
«© every way ready to give you ſecurity and ſatisfaction. 
% Sucli confidence in the diſpoſition of the Governor, or 
in his intimate dependants, is idle and ill- founded; it 
« is impoſſible to place dependance on the Governor's 
cc word or declarations.” —l ſaid, that hitherto from the 
beginning his kindneſs towards me had been always in- 
creaſing ; I had never experienced any deficiency or altera- 
tion in his diſpoſition towards me; and that “human 
nature is the ſlave of kindneſs,” was among us a pro- 
verb. Mack converſation of this fort paſſed between us; 
after that he ſaid, ** I will caufe the orders I have received 
«+ reſpecting the modelling of this Government to be tran- 
c ſlated into Perſian by my Moonſhee, who is a truſt- 
« worthy perſon, and deliver it to you; you will do well 


* to follow the example of Mokhtaur ul Dowla, and enter 


into a written engagement and agreement with me.“ 

In order to know of what nature Mokhtaur ul Dowla's 
Coul Namah was, I propoſed to him to give me a copy of 
it, that I might conſider it; but added, that ſecurity on 
the part of the Governor was abſolutely neceſſary in the 
firſt inſtance : That he (Mr. Briſtow) afferted that the Go- 
vernor was undoubtedly diſmiſſed ; in conſequence of 
which my faculties and underſtanding were no longer in 
the ſtate neceſſary to do buſineſs. 

He encouraged me by aſſuranees of his own ſtability, 
and ſaid, The day after to-morrow I ſhall go to Put- 
« terree Ghaut ; there I ſhall have leiſure ; I will remain 
„ there two days; I will cauſe the tranſlation of the or- 
6 ders for the modelling and arranging affairs here to be 
„ written, and give it to you on my return.“ 

Conſidering a reſpite of three or four days as an advan- 
tage gained, | expreſſed the greateſt approbation : Again I 
repeated the queſtion on this point, whether theſe were the 
orders, That, whether his Highneſs ſhould be ſatisfied 
« or diſſatisfied, at all events the buſineſs muſt be done? 
—he ſaid ** Yes—the orders are abſolute : If his High- 
« neſs ſhould prove obftinate, I will not advance any 
« thing for the expences of his Sircar ; I will ſuſpend the 
c payment of his ſtipend—when he ſhall be diſtreſſed for 
„his neceſſary expences, he will acquieſce of his own 
accord.“ 

He then opened to me the real object of yeſterday's con- 


verſation; ſaying, there were certain points on which, by 
e 
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the arrival of the new Gentlemen, caution would be ne- 
ceſſary.— I aſked him, on what points? He ſaid. Such 
« as the buſineſs of Colonel Cumming, in which a ſhoka 
« was written without the Vizier's knowledge ; and others 
of the like nature which may have taken place: This 
« circumſtance has proved highly diſagreeable to the Gen- 
« tlemen of the Council: Whenever his Highneſs ſhall 
« aſſert that theſe things have been done without his 
„ knowledge, blame will fall upon you.” 

I replied, that in obedience to him I had cauſed it to be 
done; that he had repeatedly aſked me, why I introdu- 
« ced the name of the Vizier ?” That I muſt act as he 
directed; that eſpecially, on the bufineſs of the Shoka to 
Colonel Cumming, he had importuned me for three days; 
and that, from a regard to the preſervation of my honout, * 
I had cauſed it to be written without the Vizier's know- 
ledge ; that the ſame had been done with reſpe& to the 
Tuncaw of the Turkſwars, arid other matters. 

He replied—* It is on this account I ſay to you, that 
© now you and I are about to be united, you muſt conſi- 
& der any thing injurious to my reputation, which ſhall 
„ befal me, as befalling to yourſelf; and thus any thing of 
% that ſort, happening to you, I ſhall conſider as happen- 
© ing to me. Lou replied angrily; to my letter, that by 
* my defire you had affixed the ſeal of the Vizier, without 
* his knowledge; to the Shokas, and delivered thern.”” 

U replied, that this was not written in anger; that he 
had accuſed me of diſobeying the otders of the Gentle- 
men of the Council, and his pleaſure ; that I, in reply, 
had inſerted the particulars which I had done in obedience 
to the orders communicated by him, and to.his pleaſure ; 
that, if I had not inſerted them, I ſhould have appeared 
guilty of the diſobedience charged upon me; that, if I had 
written any thing not founded on fact, he would have ac- 
cuſed me of it at the time, or he could do it then, and de- 
mand my reaſons for ſuch and ſuch falſe aſſettions. 

He replied, ** The things which you write are of ſuch 
% a nature, that a fair and direct anſwer cannot he given; 
but in certain affairs, which may prove the ſubjects of 
** enquiry and accufation againſt me, it will be better tu 
* keep ſilence;”—1I anſwered, That, with reſpe& to what 
he faid to me verbally, I would act agreeably to his plea- 
ſure; but that when he thought proper to put his ſenti- 
ments upon paper, and give them in writing, if I did hot 
anſwer them faithfully and fully, I myſelf ſhould be ſubje& 
to accuſations. 1 

He anſwered, „I will be careful in this reſpect for the 
future, and not write: Silence however, on this ſubject, 
* 18 neceſſary on your part, that it may not be known to 

O 2 | « the 
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c the Gentlemen who are coming, that the Vizier's ſeat 
& has been affixed to papers and ſhokas without his know- 
* ledge.” I ſaid, That when the new Gentlemen ſhould 
arrive, and I ſhould continue here in the management of 
affairs, I would act in whatever manner he ſhould pleaſe to 
direct. 5 

His object is, that it may not now be diſcovered that 
the Vizier's ſeal has been affixed to ſhokas without his 
knowledge; he did not plainly and directly ſay it, but ob- 
liquely and ſecretly he hinted as much; and ſaid, ©* The 
“ complaints and reflections which have been lately exbi- 
« bited againſt me at the Board, have been diſapproved, 
& and that which I have written has met with approba- 
© tion; but ſuch matters muſt not be known to the new 
„ Gentlemen.” 

Much more he ſaid, containing reflections on the Gen- 
tlemen in the Governor's confide nee, advice reſpecting the 
execution of the plan and the deceiving of the Vizier, ſo 
that by throwing him off his guard, the buſineſs might be 
effected; adding. Whew it is once done, how will his 
4 fHighneſs be able to remedy it? — Thus it was that 
* Mokhtar ul Dowla and I, in concert, carried our points, 
« by repreſenting matters as trivial or advantageous, or by 
«© holding out temptations of various deſcriptions, to the 
« Vjzicr; and when the bufineſs was once executed he 
„was filent, nor knew or foreſaw the ultimate conſe- 
„ quences which would follow. In the fame manner you 
© muſt now adviſe the Nawaub, as I ſhall direct you; 
« and having by artifice obtained his approbation, carry 
into execution.“ 

This converſation he ſpan out to a prodigious length; 
to attempt to write it would be endleſs.— I ſaid thus much 
in reply, That, with reſpe& to the execution of meaſures 
contrary to the inclinations of the Vizier, as mentioned 
by him, that I ſhould not heſitate to obey the Governor's 
orders communicated to me as ſuch ; but that to procure 2 
letter of aſſurance from the Governor, to the pu al- 
ready mentioned, was abſolutely neceſſary, that I might 
be ſecure from the conſequences of the Nawaub's reſent- 
ment. 

He replied, © I will cauſe a Perſian tranſtation of the 
© orders to be made, and give it to you; and we will 
c after that talk again: aſſurance of ſecurity from the Go- 
„ yernor is unneceſſary, fince in a ſhort time he will ſet 
cout for Europe. I repeated my former anſwer, It re- 
mains to be ſcen hereafter what the next converſation will 
produce. „ 


c ö Account 
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Account of the Ar- 
ticles for the Re- 
tion of the 
— and ha- 
bitation of his 
Highneſs, which 
Mr. Briſtow cauſ- 
ed to be written, 
as tranſmitted by 
Hyder Beg Cawn 
to the Governor 
General. 


Having appointed 
a new Treaſurer, 
I will eſtabliſh the 
General Treaſury 
of the country in 
two places ; onefor 
the Sircar of the 
Company; the o- 
ther bo the expences 
of the Nawaub's 
houſehold, and 
houſehold eſtabliſh- 
ments for the Tun- 
caw and Jaghyr- 
dars. What ſhall 
be neceflary for the 
Nawaub'sexpences, 
&c, I will 15 
money. 

J will keep the 
Perſian Duftur of 
the Governmental 
Officers and the 
Mutta Suddies, and 


will appoint a Dew- 


an to ſuperintend 
the ſame. 

Having diſmiſſed 
the Aumils appoint- 
ed by his Highneſs, 
I will appoint other 


Aumils. 


I will keep the 
cavalry and the in- 
fantry under my 
own authority ; and 


ae in 


Propoſitions for the better Settlement 
of his Excellency the Nabob Vi- 
zier's Affairs, really made, and de- 
livered to Hyder Beg Kawn in 
Writing, for his Conſideration, by 
Mr. Briſtow. Tranſmitted to the 
Board in the Refident's Letter of 
the . . . June, 1783. 


iſt, The realizing the Company's 
balance is the firſt object. This year 
the bad management of many of the 
Aumils, and the delaying to ſettle 
their accounts in proper time, cauſed 
great confuſion in many parts of the 


country. A balance will be the con- 


ſequence. The year is now expiring ; 
it is proper every diſtirict ſhould be 
ſettled, the extraordinary charges cur- 
tailed, and the neceſſary expences be 
paid, that the Aumils may receive 
charge in the beginning of the year, 
make their arrangements 1n proper 
time, and have no excuſe for not 
paying the revenue, 


2d. The office of Dewan has been 
long held by Rajah Soorut Sing, but 
the Rajah poſſeſſes no authority in it, 
and the accounts I have . 
were furniſhed with great difficulty 
and delay; excluſive of which, per- 
ſons who have no connection with 
the office tranſact the buſineſs. It 
is neceſſary that orders ſhould be iſ- 
ITS ſued 
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what other troops 
may be neceſſary, 
I will jraiſe them 
alſo by my own au- 
thority. 

I will keep the 
buſinefs of the A- 
dawlut under my 
own authority. 

Such expences for 
ſuperflous elephants 
and horſes in the 
Nawaub's Dowaub, 
and for proviſions 
dreſſed, are unne- 
ceſſary; let him di- 
miniſh them. 

J will take the old 
dufters and papers 


which are in the 


Sircar of his High- 


neſs. 
Having diſmiſſed 
the great Aumils, I 
will appoint ſeparate 


inferior Aumils in 


their places, 
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ſued to every Aumil and Surriſhta3 
dar, directing them to furniſh, with. 
out delay or evaſion, every account 
the Rajah may require. The ac- 
counts of every diſtri& and place, as 
well as of all the eſtabliſhments, ſhall 
be depoſited in the Dewan's Cut» 
cherry, for which a proper houſe ſhall 
be allotted. If accounts once deli- 
vered in ſhould ever be changed or 
altered by any Officers of the Dewan- 
ny, ſevere puniſhment ſhould be in- 
flicted on the offenders. You will 
be pleaſed to aicertain the different 
departments of the Dewanny from 
its Officers, ſpecifying the offices, 
the perſons who hold them, and 
every particular ſeparately, and favour 
me with an account of the whole. 


3d. A Treaſurer was appointed for 
the Vizier's perſonal expences, and 
a Paymaſter for the army. Provided 
the revenues had been remitted ac- 
cording to the propoſed plan, the 


ſum total of them (the Company's 


aſſignments excepted) would have 
been depoſited in thoſe Treaſuries, 
and the particulars of the expendi- 
ture have been aſcertained. Not- 
withſtanding I have called for the ac- 
count diſburſements, and the balance 
of caſh, on the day Facoor Doſs was 
appointed, I have never been able to 
obtain either; beſides which, the 
ſaid Facoor Doſs, according to the 
1 ought to have been Controller, 

okhtar Muſhruff: He has never 
been put in charge; and the truſt and 
confidence which were before placed 
in him, under his Excellency's Ad- 
miniſtration, he has entirely loſt. , 
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In conſequence of the Treaſuries 
not being properly managed, large 
ſums are embezzled, the neceſſary 
eſtabliſhments are not provided for, 
whilſt lacks are ſquandered in uſeleſs 
expences. It is neceſſary a General 
Treaſurer ſhould be appointed, to 
whom all receipts of revenue ſhould 
be firſt paid, and afterwards diſtri- 
buted to the ſubordinate Treaſuries. 

4th. Funds for the regular pay- 
ment of the Vizier's perſonal expe- 
ces are the firſt conſideration. It is 
neceſſary to do away the diſgrace ſuf- 
fered from the diſtreſs of the Vizier's 
houſehold, and the irregular payment 
of his ſervants* wages; and for this 
purpoſe the ſums allotted for the ſup- 
port of his houſehold and ſervants 

ſhould be paid into the hands of a 
ſeparate Treaſurer. That the whole 
ſum ſhall be divided into twelve equal 
inſtallments, paid monthly by the ſaid 
Treaſurer ; no payments to be made 
except by the Vizier's orders, atteſted 
by the Acting Miniſter ; and that no 
roy holding offices in the Vizier's 

ouſehold ſhall be a Farmer of Re- 
venue. 

5th. Large ſums would be required 
to ſatisfy the liſt of Jaghyrdars and 
T uncadars ; owing to his Excel- 
lency's want of money, few are paid. 

The diſtreſs has been ſo great, that 
the Nabob's brothers, the women 
belonging to the Zennanahs of the 
late Vizier, and the Nawaub Buthaun 
ul Mullick, have been in want even 
of the neceſſaties of life. Some of 
his Excellency's brothers have ſought 
a ſubſiſtence with other Chiefs; it 
is therefore neceſſary a ſeparate Trea- 
urer ſhould be appointed for the Jag- 
hyrdars and Tuncawdars, and their 
penſions be paid monthly, according 
to the months of the Fuſſullee year. 

6th. It is certain that great ſums 
are embezzled under the head of army 
diſburſements. Many ſervants on 


9 4 the 
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the Civil Liſt enjoy conſiderable emo- 
luments under this head ; and there 
are no good troops exiſting. Should 
their ſervices be called for, 12,000, 
nor even 10,000, could be aſſembled 
The few which exiſt have increaſing 
arrears ; and many claſſed among the 
troops have obtained ſervice, owing 
entirely to the favour and intereſt of 
Muttaſuddies, and the Civil Officers 
of Government : They are totally 
unfit for ſervice : The keeping a uſe- 
leſs army out of conſideration to ſuch, 
a people, is the worſt of ſyſtems in 
Government, The cavalry have no 
fixed eſtabliſhment. For theſe ſeve- 
ral reaſons, there is no regularity or 
diſcipline in the Vizier's army, 
Thoſe perſons conſidered as troops 
ſhould not act under the orders of any 
perſon, except their own command- 
ers, and ſhould never follow in the 
ſuite of any man, 

When \ — the Turk- 
ſwarrh aſſignments, the Acting Mi- 
niſter promiſed me, that their uſt 
pay ſhould be paid them monthly, 
and given into the hands of each 
trooper. The embezzlements, the 
troopers riding the Vizier's horſes, 
and abuſes in this corps, ought to 
have been corrected; but the pay was 
iſſued as uſual, and the abuſes con- 


tinue. 


You will pleaſed to furniſhed 
with a ſtatement of Tipperchund's 
office, ſpecifying the particular du- . 
ties of each department, and the 
expence attending the whole. 

7th. The Acting Miniſter has re- 
3 informed me, that Muſter 

aſters have been deputed to every 
diſtrict; nevertheleſs, the embezzle- 
ments and frauds have not been com- 
municated to me. It is requiſite that 
you ſhould, through Rajah Tipper 
Chund, inform me of the names of 
the Muſter Maſters at every ſtation, - 
and the reſult of their enquiries 


} 
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8th. The ſyſtem of aſſignment 
ſhould be aboliſhed, except on account 
of the Company. The revenue to 
be depoſited with the General Trea- 
ſurer, who ſhall every day give a ſtate- 
ment of the bills he may receive, 

gth. Robberies and murders are 
committed to an exceſs at Lucknow ; 
it is therefore neceſſary to eſtabliſh 
the Phouzedarry Adawlut upon a 


reſpectable footing. 

roth. There ſhould be an office of 
Aumeen eſtabliſhed for the trial of 
civil cauſes, diſputed lands, and exac- 
tions made by Aumils. 

11th. That civil and military truſts 
ſhould not be united in the ſame per- 
ſons. | 
12th, Whereas the above propo- 
ſitions are agreeable to the arrange- 
ments ordered by the Governor Ge- 
neral; the Acting Miniſter's office, 
as well as mine, depends on the exe- 
cution of them. 

True copies. 
(Signed) J. NE AVE, 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident 
at the Vizier's Court. 


True 1 
. Hay, 
Ag. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Reſi- 
dent at Oude, to the Honourable Governor General and 
Council, Fort William. Dated the 3oth December, 1781. 


Il ſhall take ſuch ſteps as the means in my power will ad- 

mit of, towards procuring from the Nabob orders to each 
Aumil to pay his groſs revenues to the Miniſters, and to 
re. eive the pay of their troops, being reduced into regular 
muſtered eſtabliſhments, from the general Treaſury ; and 
ſhould he refuſe, I will iſſue my own, together with thoſe 
of the Miniſters, to that purpoſe, as I did in a former in- 
ſtance, when the Nabob refuſed his Perwannahs for the 
reſumption of the Jagheers ; and ſhall further enforce the 
execution againſt each diſobeying Aumil, by marching 
againſt him, and diſplacing him. Theſe three points 
complete the heads of your recommendations to the Nabob. 


The fourth article, which was the ſeparation and — 
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of his own diſburſement to the medium of his receipts for 
the laſt three years, having already taken place, and then 
no aſſignments will remain upon the country, but thoſe of 
the Company, as expreſſed in the treaty. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Re- 


dent at Owde, to the Honourable the Governor General, 
dated the 2oth March, 1782. 


T have the honour to inform you, that in conſequence of 
ſome miſmanagenients having again intruded in the Mint 
of Lucknow, I have been under the neceſſity of appointing 
a Sezauwul on my own behalf, to check and examine every 
rupee that may be iſſued from it. 

I hope this unavoidable interference with the Vizier's 
Officers will meet your approbation, as the preſervation of 
the ſtandard here is extremely material to the intereſt and 
convenience of the Honourable Company. 

In order to complete the check you have directed over the 
Mooteyennah and their payment, I have been neceſſitated 
to appoint an Aumeen to receive and remit to me the col- 
jections of Letafut Ally Cawn's Jaidaads, the net amount 
of which I have pledged myſelf to ſend him; and to pre- 
vent the miſapplication of thoſe funds, which he hereto- 
fore ſo notoriouſly was guilty of, I have appointed a Muſter 
Maſter and Paymaſter to his corps at Delhy. 8 


True extracts. 
(Signed) J. NEAVE, 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident 
A true copy. at the Vizier's Court. 
E. Hay, 


Actg. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident at 
the Vizier's Court, to the Honourable Governor Ge- 
— and Council, dated Lucknow, 3oth January, 
1783. 


In my addreſs of the iſt ultimo, I alſo repreſented the 
improbability of my realizing the Honourable Company's 
aſſignment on Feruckabad ; and I am ſorry to inform you, 
the negligence and inactivity of Mahomed Saaied Cawn, 
the Viſier's Sezawal, obliged the Miniſter to adviſe his 
diſmiſhon from that truſt; and Myrza Mahomed Beg, a 
man of good character has been appointed in his place. 
The Nabob Mozuffer Jung deputed agents to Lucknow ta 
complain of the great diſtreſs he ſuffered, and ſolicited, in 
the moſt urgent manner, that a part of the collections 
{hould be appropriated for his abfhence, Three lagks of 


rupees 
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gapees per annum is the ſum which the Miniſter recom- 
mended to the Vizier, to be paid the Nabob Moſuffep 
Jung, in proportion to the actual receipts. Mahomed Beg 
was authorized to ſettle this matter, and make the pay- 
ments, but I have not yet heard whether the propoſition 
has been agreed to. 8 

The canfuſion which had occcurred in the adminiſtra- 
tion of the affairs of Feruckabad, and the repeated ſolici - 
tations of the Nabob Mozuffer Jung, have induced me to 
unite with the Miniſter in the late arrangements, as ap- 
pearing to me the beſt that could be adopted under the cir- 
cumſtances which exiſted. The ſeaſon was ſo far advanced 
as to render the removal of the Sezawal an improper mea- 
ſure, if there had been any probability of the buſineſs bein 
well conducted by him; but, by every information I coul 
collect, it left me no alternative, but of riſking a very 
conſiderable loſs to the V1zier, or acquieſcing in and ſup- 

rting the new meaſure, 

The Nabob Mozuffer Jung complained that Mahomed 
Saaied Cawn had ſeized upon the tombs and gardens of his 
anceſtors, and ſequeſtered the revenues appropriated for 
their ſupport. The ſum was trifling ; and the act diſguſt- 
ed the people, and hurt the Vizier's reputation. I adviſed 
the relinquiſhing any appendage of this nature; and that 
the new 1 — ſhould be inſtructed, by every means in 
his power, to conciliate the Nabob Mozuffer Jung. 


Extract of a Letter from the Honourable Governor Gene- 
ral and Council to Mr. John Briſtow, Refident at the 
Vizier's Court, dated 3d March, 1783. 


We approve of your conduct with reſpect to the Na- 
bob Mozuffer Jung, and the tranſaction at Furrockabad. 
; True extracts. 
(Signed) J. NE AVE. 
| Aſſiſtant to the Reſident 
at the Viſier's Court. 
A true copy of an encloſure in 
Mr. Briſtow's letter. 
E. Hay, - : 
Ag. Sec. to the Secret Dept. 


From the Nabob Vizier to Extract of a Letter from Mr, 
the Honourable the Go- John Briſtow to the Ho- 
vernor General; received nourable the Governor 


7th April, 1783. General and Council, dat- 
ed 4th November, 1782. 
Uſual introduction. I have iſſued the Vizier's 


I have already informed Perwannas to the Aumils 
you fully perſecutions and and Phopyſdars, on- whom 
Whats, at "Wh | the 
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indignities which I have ſuf- 
fered from the hands of Mr. 
Briſtow. The contumely 
and deprivation of authority 
which 1 experience at his 
hands is redoubled daily. I 
am every way diſpoſed to 
fulfil your pleaſure. The 
payment of the Company's 
demands, I confider as an 
object ſuperior. to all others; 
and I wiſh to diſcharge them 
in preference to every other 
1 | 

entreat you by enquiry 
to make yourſelf acquainted 
with the conduct of Mr. 
Briſtow.— The meaſures on 
which he has determined, 
and which he is N 
into execution, cannot, 
am certain, correſpond with 
your ſentiments and inten- 
tions towards me, or with 
thoſe of the Gentlemen of 
the Council. 

He declares that the Go- 
vernment of this country is 
his by right, for that he has 
brought orders or authority 
from Europe; that he will 
take the entire management 
of it into his own hands, 
and with his own hand give 
what is to be given.—It is 
his intention to reduce me 
to the ſtate of a ſervant, de- 
pendent upon him.— I am 
oppreſſed to the laſt extre- 
mity, and my life is become 
a burden to me. 

I am ready and willing to 
pay the Company's monies. 
— I intreat, as a favour, that 
you will recall Mr. Briſtow 
and Mr, Cowper; and "16h 


mit me the exerciſe of diſcre- 


tional power for the ma- 
nagement 
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the Honourable Company's 
aſſignments are granted, and 
exerted myſelf in endeavour. 
ing to ſecure the funds for 
the ſpeedy liquidation of the 
claims on his Excellency, I 
am, however, much embar- 
raſſed by the engagements 
made with the bankers on 
account of their depoſit of 
teeps and bills of exchange 
on the Prefidency, Mr. 
Middleton informed you of 
thoſe engagements in his 
letters of the 7th of Septem- 


ber laſt ; and a difficulty will 


ariſe in ſupporting the Bank- 
ers in the recovery of ſums 
they may advance, and at 
the ſame time my realizing 
the Honourable Company's 
current aſſignments.— ! ſhall 
ſubmit the particulars of 
theſe matters to your confi- 
deration in due courſe of 

time. | 
I have ſtrongly recom- 
mended the reduction of 
Almaſs Ally Cawn's power; 
and it is with great ſatisfac- 
tion I acquaint you, that by 
my advice he was deprived 
of the charge of countries 
yielding a revenue of fixty 
lacks' a year, in addition of 
thoſe he has actual poſſeſ- 
ſion of. The Perwannas to 
the Aumils in poſſeſſion, ap- 
prizing them of their remo- 
val, had been prepared four 
days before my arrival; up- 
on conſideration, however, 
Almaſs deferred diſpatching 
his Naibs until I ſhould take 
charge of the Reſidency. 
About two months ago, he 
had conſented to farm Co- 
rah, Etaya, Sharah, — 
f 0 
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negetnent of my country, 
and the payment of the 
Company's monies. I will 
cauſe payment of thoſe mo- 
nies to be made through the 
hands of my Minifters in 
the manner thereafter men- 
tioned ; that is to fay, 
Whereas Mr. Briſtow has 
declined taking bills upon 
the Mahajins for the balance 
of Teep, for 26 lack given 
by them, and has taken the 
aſidands aſſigned to thoſe 
ahajins into his own hands, 
and declared that he himſelf 
will colle& the amount, and 
remit it to the Company's 
Treaſury ; the truth of which 
you may aſcertain. from the 
Mahajins, who have given 
Teep, and who declare 
themſelves 'ready to grant 
bills for the ſame, if put in 
poſſeſſion of the Janidauds 
originally aſſigned to them, 
when your orders, eſtabliſh- 
ing my authority for the 
management of my country 
and the payment of the mo- 
nies, ſhall arrive, and Mr. 
Briſtow and Mr. Cowper be 
recalled from hence; I will 
pony bills to be granted 
y thoſe Mahajins to the a- 
mount of the balance of the 
Teep, and tranſmit them to 
you, and whatever ſums may 
8 due on the _ for 
26 ted opaul 
Daſs Sahoo, he — 
Mr. Briſtow has taken by 
violence my Miniſter's Tum- 
muſlook, and ſubſtituted his 
own in the place thereof, I 
will take back Mr. Briſtow's 
Tummuſſook from the Go- 
maſtahs 
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The power he acquires from 
theſe extenſive diſtricts, ren 
der him a dangerous ſubje&; 
and, if it had been practica- 
ble at this advanced ſeaſon 
of the year, I would not 
have ſcrupled to have recom- 
mended the depriving him of 
any truſt under the Vizier's 
Government, I had not 
time to form a certain judg- 
ment how far a defection of 
his people could have been 
effected : I am told it is poſ- 
fible to ſucceed in this point, 
which would doubtleſs have 
been the ſafeſt mode of act - 
ing; but had I failed, by 
2 involving the 
Vizier in a meaſure of this 
delicate nature, or had a 
confiderable loſs of revenue 
been the conſequence, I 
ſhould have been juſtly ex- 


poſed to cenſure, 


Extract of a Letter from the 
Honourable Governor Ge- 
neral and Council to Mr. 
gun Briſtow, dated 224 

ovember, 1782. 


We have received your 
letters of the 2d and 4th in- 
ſtant, —We approve of the 
different parts of your con- 
duct, which are ſtated to us 
by theſe letters. The Bills 
incloſed in the. firſt, toge- 
ther with thoſe previouſly 
received from Mr. Middle- 
ton, have been preſented for 
acceptance; and we aſcribe 
the honour paid them to the 
arrangements made by you 
for ſecuring the claims of the 

Shroffs, 


maſtahs of the aforemention- 
ed Sahoo, and cauſe it to be 
returned to Mr. Briſtow ; 
and for what ſhall remain 
due to the ſaid Sahoo, I will 
cauſe ſuch good and ſubſtan- 
tial ſecurities to be given to 
his ſaid Gomaſtahs on the 
ſpot, that no cauſe for ſuſ- 
picion or doubt ſhall re- 


main; and with reſpe& to 


the preſent year Fuſſullee 
1190, and the Janidauds for 
the Company's money ſettled 
and received by Mr. Briſtow, 
and for the amount of which 
he has taken Tummuſſooks 
from the Aumils of the ſaid 
Janidauds, let him be di- 
rected to deliver up ,the 
Tummuſſooks of the faid 
Aumils to me; and what- 
ever ſums may remain due 
from the ſaid J anidauds, and 
payable by the ſaid Aumils, 
the ſame ſhall be remitted to 
you in bills, kiſt by kiſt, by 
my Miniſters; and whatever 
ſums you ſhall dire& to be 
id here from the amount 
— for the uſe of the 
Company's troops, the ſame 
ſhall be paid here, monthly, 
to the Commanding Officer 

of thoſe troops, d 
And for the enſuing year 
1191, Fuſſullee, whatever 
plan or mode you ſhall pleaſe 
to dictate and determine, 
that plan or mode, on your 
informing me thereof, ſhall 
be received and ftrictly fol- 
lowed. I will not object to, 
nor heſitate to fulfil, your 
pleaſure, in any reſpect what- 
IS ever 
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Shroffs, which, as they had 
the ſanction of à formal a- 
greement, you did right to 
confirm. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr, 
ohn Briſtow to the Ho. 
nourable Governor Gene- 


ral and Council, dated 
2d January, 1783. 


I take the liberty to in- 
cloſe you papers and ac- 
count, agreeable to the in- 
cloſed liſt ; to which I beg 
leave to refer for a full ex- 
planation of the amount of 
the claims on the Nabob 
Vizier. 

Immediately after my ar- 
rival, I urged the Acting 
Miniſter to adviſe and re- 
commend arrangements for 
the complete diſcharge of the 
balance at the concluſion of 
the year. To relieve myſelf 
from cenſure, in caſe of fai- 
lure in this eſſential point, it 
is neceſſary I ſhould explain 
the tranſaction with the 
Bankers: The balance at 
the end of laſt year was not 
in fact paid but transferred to 
the Bankers, and increaſed 
by the load of a very high 
intereſt, There were two 
diſtin engagements ; one 
for bills on the Preſidency 


for — 22 5 24 
n 
cCaſh 3,82, 514 13 8 


26, 50, 00 o o 
Another 


a mark of your friendſhip, 


to recall Mr. Briſtow and 
Mr. Cowper, and confer 
upon me diſcretional autho- 


rity for the management of 
my country, and the pay- 
ment of the Company's mo- 
nies, with God's aſſiſtance I 
will cauſe thoſe monies to be 
furniſhed and remitted by 
my Miniſter, agreeably to 
what I have written. If any 
defect or deficiency ſhall 
happen, you will on the in- 
ſtant take whatever meaſures 
you think proper, 
Concludes as uſual. 


In the Nabob Vizier's own 
Hand. 

I hope, my friend, from 

our kindneſs, that I ſhall 

delivered from theſe diſ- 

treſſes, and obtain my re- 

queſt. 

A true copy. 

(Signed) J. P. AURIOL, 


ecy. 


From Hyder Beg Khan to 
the Honourable the Go- 
vernor General, received 


7th April, 1783. 


Uſual introduction. 

1 formerly repreſented to 
you the particulars of the 
perſecutions exerciſed to- 
wards his Highneſs by Mr. 
Briſtow, and the unhappi- 
neſs and diſtreſs of mind un- 
der which his Highneſs la- 
boured. A repetition of the 
ſame circumſtances muſt alſo 
have reached your ears thro” 
other channels, inaſmuch as 
they have come to paſs in ſo 

public 
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ever. If you will pleaſe, as Another for Teeps, 
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promiſ- 
ing bills to be delivered by 
inſtalments, at the follow- 
| ing periods, and in the 
owing proportions, viz. 
Bhadoon 1189 6,50,000 

As ex- 

plained 

in Mr. 


11 6 
ae, rn 


Coaur 


2,91,116 
By this ſtatement 

youwill obſerve 

the revenues of 

the preſent year 

have been anti- 

cipated in the 

ſum of — 49,58,834 
bearing an intereſt of two 
per cent. per Menſem. The 
whole demand upon the Vi- 
zier, on account of the Ho- 
nourable Company and the 
Bankers, will this year a- 
mount to the ſum of one 
crore forty-one lacks two 
thouſand five hundred and 
ſeventy-eight rupees (1,41, 
02,578). Mr. Middleton 
gave the bond to the Bank- 
ers, on account of the firſt 
engagement for rupees 
26, 50,000, engaging to ſee 
them repaid that money. 
The revenues of certain diſ- 
trits 
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ublic a manner, as to be 
own almoſt to every * 
Relying on your goodneſs, 
his Highneſs has requeſted 
the removal of Mr. Briſtow, 
and the grant of diſcretional 
authority.to him in the ma- 
nagement of his country, 
and for the payment of the 
Company's monies. If you 
ſhould be gracioufly diſpoſed 
to comply with his requeſt, 
and at the ſame time fo far 
to favour me, as to appoint 
me from yourſelf to the ma- 
nagement of affairs here, a- 
greeably to the propoſal made 
to you by his Highnefs, both 
reſpecting the ſums remain- 
ing doe on Teep and on 
Mahajim Bills, and with re- 
gard to the preſent year 
1190 Fuſſullee, and for the 
enſuing year Fuſlullee 1191, 
in any manner = ſhall 
pleaſe to direct, I will en- 
gage, in obedience to your 
orders, to remit the ſame to 
you, kiſt by kiſt, in bills; 
and as much thereof as ſhall 
be neceſſary for the payment 
of the Company's troops in 
this .quarter, ſo much, on 
receipt of your orders, I will 
pay on the ſpot to ſuch Com- 
manding Officer of troops as 
ou ſhall pleafe to direct. As 
was originally raiſed. from 
the duſt. by your hand, and 
am debtor to you for my 
rank and reputation, ſo now 
alſo, aided by your favour 
and protection, by your pa- 
tronage and ſupport, I ſhall 
be enabled to effe& theſe 
objects. If you ſhall pleaſe 
to honour me with this ap- 
pointment, as your — 


returned to 


Ul 


tricts were aſſigned to him 
on account of the Bankers, 
and were, as collected, to be 
paid to them. 

When Almaſs Ally Cawn 
returned to Lucknow, a ne- 
gociation was ſet on foot to 
transfer the ſecurity from 
Mr. Middleton to him, and 
concluded a few days before 
my arrival. The bond was 
Mr. Middleton, 
and Almaſs's granted in lieu 
of it. The additional diſ- 
trifts, propoſed to have been 
entruſted to Almaſs, were 

art of thoſe aſſigned to the 
— and the Vizier's 
order, and other documents, 
had paſſed for putting him 
in poſſe ſſion a few days be- 
fore my arrival. I was ſo 
ſoon expected, that Almaſs 
of his own accord deferred 
taking charge, as I have al- 
ready informed you, until 
the meaſures, through me, 
receive your ſanction. 

When I conſidered the 

wer poſſeſſed by Almaſs, I 
did not hefitate to reje& 
every idea of extending his 
authority. A difficulty oc- 
curred aboutthe bond he had 

ted, and a payment he 
had made to the Bankers of 
three lacks ſeventy-five thou- 
ſand rupees (Rs. 3,75,000). 
The latter part was eably - 
ſettled, by giving him credit 
for that ſum on account the 
revenues of Etawa, Corah, 
&c. but the Bankers refuſed 
any ſecurity, exeept mine, 
in lieu of the bond. The 
bills of exchange had actually 
been tranſmitted to the 


Board, and were in _— 
o 


« Xa p 
* cy ' 9 . ” 


** 


Papers 

and immediate de 
with God's affiſtance, 1 wi 
not be deficient in _conduQ- 
ing the affairs of the Com- 
pany's Sarcar, or in 'obedi- 
ence to your commands, 

Concludes as ufual. - 


„„ . a 
(Signed) J. P. AURIOL, 
| ; h Secretary. F 


- 


Memorandum: © 
Hyder Beg Khan has been 


obliged to make his offer of 


becoming PA for the 
payment of the Company's 
demands general ; becauſe it 
is necellary to know the 
modes and fimes, in which 


the Board would defire the 


kiſts to be - ſtated and diſ- 
charged, before he can be 
particular and theſe, as the 
yearly eſtimates. © The Vi- 
zicr and he ſubmiit entirely 
to their decifion ; and when 
that decifion is made, the 
Miniſter will formally make 
himſelf reſponſible, in ſuch 
manner, and upon ſuch ſe- 
curities, as they ſhall pre- 
ſcribe. - * 20 — * 

A true copy. p 
(Signed) J. P. AURIOL, 

my Secy. 


ivy 


Vor. iy. 
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of payment. 


To have an- 
nulled the engagement, would 
have diſappointed you of a 
reſource, and hurt our cre- 


dit with the Bankers. It was 


abſolutely neceſſaty that Al- 
maſs's bond ſhould be re- 


turned to bim: I was there- 


fore induced to take the en- 


| 7 upon myſelf; and 


am happy to find, by your 
commands of the 22d ultimo, 
hat my conduct has been 
approved of. | 

Although my attentidn 
has been principally directed 
to the len of the 
balante, 1 have hitherto 
found it utterly Impoſſible to 

rocure affignments equal to 

le amount required. Diſ- 
trits have been over - rated 
to me; and, before I can 
conclude a fair engagement 
with any Aumil, I am obli- 
ged, in every inſtance, to 

parate fictitious from juſt 
imate, which takes up 


time, and is the cauſe of my 


not ſending the accounts of 
the VIizier's revenues, * 
are now copying, and will 
be Forwarded 2h th courſe of 
a very few days. 
The Bankers, 


my 
arrival, Elaimed tny 


protec- 


.*, tion in realizing thelr de- 
muands; and, on maturely 


conſidering the matter, it ap- 
peared to nie moſt adviſeable 


do blend the Honovrable 


Company's and theit claims 
under one head. Unleß L 
50 2 this, 2 would 
ave heen 4 ual inter- 
ference in ths colleRion * 
the affignments; , and, in 
caſe the Bankers ſhould have 
their mo- 
| ies, 
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nies, they would have fallen 
_ proportionally ſhort in their 
ay ments at the Prefidency, 
heſe were the reaſons which 
induced me to unite the two 
accounts; and I hope they 
will meet with your appro- 
There remains a ſum of thitteen lacks, on account of 
the teeps, for 12 bills of Exchange on the Preſide 
are now due. I took e of my office withour any 


in the Treaſury, and a ſum̃ of near 30,09,000- rupees due 


to the bankers. I afterwards, under date the 24 Novem. 
ber, tranſmitted you bills of Exchange for 6 50,000 5/ yg 
which (as my receipts. at that period were very inconfider- 
able) accumulated * debt to near 36, 5, oo0; the whole 
bearing an intereſt do two per cent · per menſem. The bank- 
ers were difnclined to give any more bills, until part of 
this balance was liquidated. Ife ſeaſon of the heavy col- 
leQions being ſo near. at hand, it appeared to be moſt ad- 
viſeable to Als trapſmitting you other bills, until fuch 
time as [ might be able to pay the balance due to them, and 
I could not receive further monies, and give them caſh. for 
their bills; by which, the Vizier would,derive the addi- 
tional advantage of ſaying the intereſt ; and the difference 
of the Company would have been the delay of perhaps three 
months only in the receipt of the remaining ſum of the 
above-mentioned thirteen lacks, remaining to be remitted 
to the Prefidency on account of the Teeps. 
All ſums hitherto collected have been, paid to the bank- 
ers. In order to ſupply the demands of the Paytnaſters 
of the troops in the field, I have borrowed a ſum of 
Fyzd. 16 Sun Sa, Rs. 59,670. . For this the Vi- 


Zier is to pay an intereſt of 1 per cent. per menſem only ; 


whereby a ſaving of a much more will ariſe on the intereſt; 
and was the realon why I 2 a loan to ſtopping that 
amount from the receipts of the bankers. | 


My Vane has of late been pep: wp employed in urging 
the 


iniſter to ſupply funds for the current diſburſements 
of the Vizier's government, and the complete diſcharge of 
the balance duę o the Honourable Company. My endea- 
vours ſhall not be wanting to accompliſh an object, which 


I know will render ſuch eſſential ſervice to the Company's 


affairs at the preſent juncture. The A oy retrenchments 
will be very conhiderable, and I ſhall ſhortly ſubmit them 
to your conligerapens. ORE 


He eradngak 21: ; 
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Extract of à Letter from Mr. Middleton to Mr. Briſtow, 
Aaated 23d October, 1783. | 

The moſt material object I have to claim your attention 
to, is the collateral agreement concluded by me, on behalf 
of the Hononrable the Governor Genetal and Council, 
with the houſe of Gopaul Dofs Law, and others, for their 
ſecurity and reimburſement in the advance they were — 
vailed upon to make the Vizier, upon the credit and faith 
of this office, for the liquidation of his Excellency's debts 
to the Company; and which ſubje& you will find ftated im 
my addreſs to the Board of the 7th ultimo. PI tet: 

The advance for which the Honſe of Gopaul Doſs fingly 
and exclufively engaged, was 26,00,000 Rs. which in- 
cluded the balance of the Vizier's atcovint current with the 
Honourable Company, as it ſtood before the additional 
claim lately made out by the Accom General at the 
Prefidency, and ſundry Ary debts of his Excellency, for 
which, as they were an exceſs upon the original eſtimate 
formed at the commencement of the year, no provifion had 
been made, The other fam of 2,600,000, for which teeps 
were granted in partnerſhips by Gopaut Daſs, Butch Rauge 
Fakeer Chund, and Kiſſen Chund, payable by inſtallments, 
as expreſſed in the teeps, was intended as a depoſit in the 
hands of the Honourable the Governor General and Coun- 
cil, for the liquidation of fuch part of the additional claim 
of 26,48,571. 3. 8. made out by the Accomptant General, 
and — 2. to this office in October laſt, as the Board, 
after taking into conſideration the counter claims and ex- 
pectations of the Visier, ſhould deem equitable. For fur- 
ther information on this head, permit me to refer you to 
the contents of my addteſs to the Honourable Board, of the 
or September, to which I have received no reply. For 

th theſe ſums the Vizier has paſſed his feparate obliga- 
tions to the reſpeRive parties, and has granted aſſignments 
upon his revenues for the repayment. 'But this alone, Sir, 
would have gone à very little way towards inducing the 
Shroffs- to hazard ſo large a property in the Nabob's funds, 
had not the faith of our Government alſo been pledged for 
their collateral ſecurity, which has been done by the ſtrong- 
eſt verbal aſſurances it was in my power to give them, in 
my official capacity; and in the caſe of Gopaul Daſs 
Saw, who is much/ r concerned than any of the others, 
a written engagement to ſupport him to the utmoſt of my 
power in the recovery of his debt, for which Almas Ally 
Cawn ſtands immediately and excluſively reſponſible. He 
has already paid him to the amount of nine lacks, promiſ- 
ing four more in the courſe of fifteen or twenty days; and 
the remaining 8 agrees to make good ar | 


— 
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ual kiſts, in the enſuing three months of A | 
Poole, and Maug, ENT have not a doubt of 2 
tually fulfilling, if you think proper to confirm the aſſur- 
ances I have given, and yield your influence to the ſupport 
of them; which I perſuade myfelf you will ſee the proprie · 
ty of, as well from a principle of common juſtice, as an in- 
ducement to ſimilar future exertions, ſhould the exigency 
of the Honourable Company's affairs at any time eall for 
them. The other advance of twenty-fix lacks being fecur- 
ed by aſſignments upon reputable Aumils, I have little fear 
of its being realized. without giving you any further trouble 
than that of giving your ſanction to the meaſure, and occa- 
fionally making ule of the influence of your ſtation to ex- 
pedite the. pay ment of the kiſts, when the Aumils may ſhew 
a diſpoſition to be tardy. | | 


Copy of a letter from Mr. Middleton to Mr. Briſtow, dated 
e 23d October, 1782. | 
Herewith I have the honour to deliver you the teeps 
mentioned in my Treafnry Account and public letter of 
this date, for 26,00,000, viz, | 
One teep of Monſeram, in behalf of Gopaul Dofs, for 
13.00,000, payable as follows: | 
In Bawdon i189 — 3,5, ooo 

Kaur 1 190 — 23:25. 000 

Kautie— — 3,25,000 

Aughun— — 3.25, 00 


| commune — 1 , 00,000 
One teep in the name of Butchrauge Fuker Chund and 
Kiſſen Chund, payable as follows: 
In Baudon 1189 — 3.25, oo0 
aar 1190 — $,25,000 
, Caulice, — — 33,25, ooo 
Aughun ——— — 3325, ooo 
I I have to inform you, that the firſt inſtallment of the 
above teep has been paid, and remitted to the Honourable 
the Governor General and Council, as you will perceive by 


* - 


my Treaſury Account. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. John Briſtow to the Honour- 
able Governor General and Council, dated the 3d June, 
.* $98g--. | [OR 


Agtreeable to your orders of the 12th ult. I have tranſ- 
mitted. Bills of Exchange for three lacks of Surat Rs, on Su- 
rat, and for two lacks on Berhampore of the rupee current 
at that place, in favour of Col. Chas. Morgan, or the offi- 
cer commanding [the detachuei, nd forwaided them to 
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Mr. Anderſon, with a requeſt to tranſmit them by the moſt 
expeditious conveyance. The exchange I have procured 
on Surat is 120 Lw. Sas. for 100 Surat Sicca rupees, and 
on Berhampore 115 Lw. Sas. for 100 of the currency of 
that place, which, upon a calculation, is, I underſtand, 
about 7 As. 2 Pe. per Ct. higher than the remittances to 
Genl. Goddard. The Bankers affert, that the caſh to an- 
{wer the ſaid bills muſt be conveyed in ſpecie; that the in- 
ſurance upon the tranſportion of it amounts to between 8 
and q per Ct. to Surat, and between 7 and 25 — to Ber- 
hampore ; and alſo, that an improvement of 2 or 3 per Ct. 
in the coin of Surat has lately taken place. Theſe circum- 
ſtances conſidered, I hope it will appear that the remittance 
— >> BEE upon as reaſpnable terms as could be ex- 
"Y requeſt the favour of knowing if any further ſums will 
be required by Col. Morgan, as I am making the arrange- 

ments for the enſuing Ju" and would wiſh to have timely 
notice of every demand. | 

It is with the greateſt pleaſure I inform you, Gentle- 

men, that I have concluded an agreement with the houſe 
of Gopaul Daſs for 15 lacks of rupees, payable at the Pre- 
fidency, with a reduction of 1 per Ct. per month in the in- 
tereſt, and 4 per Ct. in the exchange, making 16 per Ct. 
per annum upon the remittance of the laſt year. I expect 
to receive the bills in the courſe of two or three days, when 
I ſhall commence another negotiation for 15 lacks more, 
and ſo on, until I obtain as large a ſum as I am able, to 
ſopply the Company's demands at the Prefidency. I did 
not chuſe to inform the Bankers of the ſum total I might 
require, as they would have exacted higher terms than I 
ſhould think it juſtifiable to grant. The plan I propoſe 
for the re-payment of the Bankers is, to engage that, after 
ſupplying the diſburſements of the troops under the com- 
mand of Colonel Morgan and Colonel Sir John Cumming. 
and the expences of the Reſidents, all ſurplus receipts fhall - 
be paid to thqm ; the Nabob to be charged with the inte- 
reſt. I requeſt the favour of your commands, whether you 
authorize my granting bonds in the Honourable Company's 
name, as a 4 for theſe engagements. My Acco mpt- 
ant is employed in making out an eſtimate of the probable 
receipts and diſburſements, and it is my intention to pro- 
cure you a remittance of the whole balance. TI have avoid- 
ed perplexing this tranſaction by mortgages of the Nabob 
Vizier's revenue, or any nominal transfer of the debt; the 
matter is ſimply a loan from the Bankers at 16 per Ct. ſav- 
ing to Gaverument, upon the engagement of laſt year. 


P 3 Copy 
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*opy of a Letter from the Hqnourahle Governor General 
wy Council to Mr, John Briftow, dated the 16th June, 
8 / $425k 
Me have received your letter of the 3d inſtant, informing 
us of the remittance which you have made, in compliance 
with our orders to Colonel Charles Morgan. | 
| If we find it neceſſary to increaſe the ſupply to his de- 
tachment from your tation, we ſhall give you information 
of it before you can have made any material progreſs in the 
arrangement'you ſpeak of, to prevent. | 
We approve of the agreement which you have made with 
the houſe of Gopaul Doſs, for the immediate remittance 
of 15 lacks of rupees, by bills to the Preſidency, at a ſav- 
ing of 16 per Cent. upon the Exchange of laſt year; and 
of your intention to perſevere in this mode, until the whole 
balance due from the V izier to the Company ſhall be com- 


pletely paid off. 
Jon True copies and extracts, 
J. NEAVE, | 
| | Aſſiſtant to the Reſident 


| ._ atthe Vizier's Court. 
A true copy of an 7 — in Mr. Briſtow's letter. 


* _ 
Att. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 


Brtrats of Bengal Secret — 5 the 11th Auguſt, 
1 1783. 


From Hyder Beg Khan to the Honourable the Gover 
General.— Received iſt May, 1783. | 


Uſual introduction. . ATE 
The ſituation of affairs here, from the behaviour and 
conduct of Mr. Briſtow, I formerly repreſented to you. 

What, has fince occurred is as follows : | 

His Highneſs, laſt year, appointed Moulurri Moubeen 
a man learned in the laws, to prefide over the Court of 
Adawlut; and, from that period, all ſuits between con- 
tending parties have been determined by him, agreeably to 
the, Shurra, and the deary of ſuch ſuits and deciſions thereon 
by him is forthcoming: To eſtabliſh his authority over 
every department of Government, and to annitiilate that 
of his Highneſs, are the objects of Mr. Briſtow. He has 
appointed Mr. Cowper Dorogah of the Adawlut; and Mr. 
Cowper, with the authority of a ſuperior lord or maſter, 
has wrote his awaxds or duſtkhut on the petitions of com- 
plainants, ſuch as. concerned the Aumils to execute, to, 
them ; and ſuch as belonged to the city of Lucknow, to 
the Vizier; and theſe petitions, thus ſuperſcribed by * 
* " - [4 


s * 


% * 
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he ſent to me, dixecting me to cauſe the ſeal of the Nabob 
to be affixed to them. I anſwered, That I would repre- 
ſent the matter to his Highneſs. I repreſented it accord=-. 
ingly, and ſhewed him the petitions. ſuperſcribed by Mt. 
Cowper. His Highneſs faid, That they were evidently, 
inſtruments of his diſhonour, and of the extinction of his, 
authority, inaſmuch as ke had ſuperſeribed the petitions of 
the country complainants with his duſtkhut, directed to 
the Aumils, and of thoſe of the inhabitants of the city, to 
him, as if he were the Cutwal of the city of Lucknow, 
and that he would never ſabmit to it; deſiring that theſe 
circumſtances might be written to you, that whatever 
might be your pleaſure in his behalf, you might act agree - 
ably thereto, I waiĩted on Mr, Briſtow, but did not inform 
him of my repreſentation to the Visier; I only told him, 
that ſuch petitions, ſo ſuperſcribed by the daſtkhur of Mr. 
Cowper, had been received, and that Mr. Cowper had re- 
vired the Nabob's ſeal to be affixed to them; adding, that 
if he ordered me ſo to do, I would repreſent the bufineſs 
do the Nabob. He replied, That it was not in fact neceſ- 
ſary to inform the Vizier 5 whenever he ſhould ſettle and 
arrange the plan of the Adawlut, I might repreſent it to 
him. After this. he aſked me, if I had received any intel- 
ligence from Calcutta, I replied in the negative. He then 
ſpoke of affairs in Europe; that the Governor General, 
and other Gentlemen of the Council, were diſmiſſed ; 
And he then proceeded to reflect on your conduct in ſuch 
a manner, that neither at the time had I the power to en- 
dure his refleftions, nor have I now the heart or hand to 
write them. I ſaid on this occafion what my tongue ena- 
bled me to ſay, reſpecting your qualities; obſerving, that 
owing to you, appearances were ſupported and kept up to- 
_ the Chiefs of Hindoſtan; = that i nich God 
forbid, you ſhould go to Europe, even thoſe appearances 
would remain no longer, and that a world would be in- 
volved in ruin. Mr. Briſtow was offended at this obſerva» 
tion: He ſaid, that he he had got ſpoke of the Governor 
but at the time when he was diſmiſſed ; if he had not been 
diſmiſſed, he ſhould not have mentioned theſe things. He 
then proceeded to ſay, that in the ſame manner as the Go- 
vernment at Calcutta had been new modelled, in the ſame 
manner the Government here ſhould be new modelled ; 
ing, Enter into r with me; I alſo, on m 
44 part, will give a Coul Naumeh to you under my ha i 


and we will jointly new model this Government.“ I 

demanded to know in what manner; he replied, I will 

<< ſend out other Aumils over the Nabob's country—Soorat 

„ Sing, the Dewan of the Surcar, is grown old—l will 

nn 
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6 the revenues of the Surcar with my own hands—T win 
have the whole military eſtabliſhment, by the forming of 
new troops under my owh authority will appoint ano- 
ther Treaſurer, and keep up the public Treafury in a 
*« ſeparate building, under the charge of my own people; 
* and I will iſſue to the Vizier, in ſpecie, as much as may 
« be actually neceffary for his expences. When I ſhall 
<< requeſt it you ſhall advance ten or twelve lacks of rupees, 
to defray expences, from your private property; and you 
“ muſt engage not to write on affairs here to Calcutta. 
„We Engliſh ntlemen are all united together, as one 
„ perſon; and in the end it will not be well for you ſo to 
« do. If you will enter into engagements with me, agree- 
< ably to theſe conditions, fo much the better; we will 
« aft in concert in the management of affairs: If not, 1 
* will, on the ſtrength of my own power, do as I have 
* declared; and you muſt not again complain that I have 
«« deprived you of the excluſive powers of your office.“ 
I, who was ſtricken dumb and confounded by what he had 
ſaid reſpecting you, replied, That I would return home; 
and, having weighed and confidered the bufineſs, would 
reply to every particular. At my two ſucceeding viſits to 
r Briſtow, he again renewed the propoſal reſpecting the 
Cowl Nameh, to which I replied, That I was ſubordinate 
to him, that with reſpett to the management of the affairs 
of Government in concert, I would, in ſubordination tg 
him, and to the utmoſt of my power, fulfil his commands— 
that no other engagements, but thoſe of obedience, ought 
to be entered into by an inferior with his ſuperior. 
He was offended at this anſwer. At this juncture his 
Highneſs took leave of Mr. Briſtow, and went on an ex- 
curſion to hunt. Mr. Ar again ſent me a meſſage, im- 
- porting that, bis Highneſs being abſent from Lucknow, I 
ould affix my own ſeal to the petitions which he had ſu- 
xerſcribed, that the awards might be carried into execution. 
waited on Mr. Briſtow, and repreſented theſe circum- 
ſtances, relative ig the buſineſs of the Adawlut, &c, Mr. 
Briſtow made mg no anſwer. Two days after, he wrote 
me a letter, ig which I replied ; I have ſent copies of both; 
they attend your peruſal. He tells me his Highneſs has no 
knowledge in theſs matters; but all theſe evaſions come 
from me. Mr. Cowper iſſues his duſtkhuts to the Nabob, 
as to an Aumil, or the Cutwal of the city; in addition to 
which he ſays, 3 What does the Nabob know of theſe 
* matters? you muſt enforce them withoyt his know- 
« ledge.” His Highneſs deeming jt derogatory to his ho- 
nour, and ſubverſive of his authority, refuſed to comply. 
I have been raiſed from the earth to rank and honour by 
lou, and am every way prepared to fulfil your FR 
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Mr. Briſtow is determined in his reſolutions reſpecting 
Mr. Cowper's authority over the Adawlut ; the appoint- 
ment of a Dewan to theſe Soubahs; the taking poſſeſſion 
of the dufter accounts of his Highneſs's Surcar; and the 
appointment of a new Treaſurer, that he may have the 
general Treaſury of the whole country under his diſtinct 
and ſeparate authority, Whatever may be your orders with 
reſpect to theſe affairs, thoſe I will obey: I will not evade 
compliance with your commands. Such is the conduct of 
Mr. Briſtow. He fays, that whatever meaſures he directs, 
J muſt execute, without regard to the neceſſity of inform- 
ing the Vizier; otherwiſe he, of his own authority, will 
execute them His Highneſs, from a d to the preſer- 
vation of his honour and authority, — his conſent. 
Thus circumſtanced, whatever ſhall be your orders, thoſe 
J will obey, requeſting permiſſion to repreſent them on 
your part to his Highneſs, who conſiders his proſperity and 
well- being to depend upon you. 
Concludes as uſual. 


ö — 4 NEAVE 
I . , ; 
* Affiſtant to the Reſident 
at the Vizier's Court. 


From the Nuvvaub Vizier, to the Honourable the Gover- 
nor General. Received March 28th, 1783. 


Uſual introduction. | 
From the commencement of the friendſhip between the | = 
late Nauvaub and you, and the Gentlemen of the Council, 
on this fide, there has been no deficiency. In conſequence 
of the interchange of turbans between you and the late 
Nauvaub, I look up to you, as to the brother of my fa- 
ther, My country and my dwelling are yours. I have on 
all occafions ſtudied your pleaſure, and the ſatis faction of 
the Gentlemen of the Council. You, on your part, have 
ſtill ated in a manner correſponding with the duties of 
friendſhip and affection, and I feel and acknowledge the 
obligation. 5 
' The diſpoſition and conduct of Mr. Briſtow were for- 
merly known to you, You lately wrote to me, that hav- 
ing included him in the number of your choſen and ſelect 
friends, you had ſent him here. And Major Palmer, 
agreeably- to inſtructions from you, returned Cawn- 
re to Lucknow, to adviſe and encourage me : this he did, 
ommending attention and regard to the inclinations and 
ſatisfaction of Mr. Briſtow. * ; 
Mr. Briſtow, at his firſt interviews, aſſumed the diſguiſe 
« afabiliry and kindneſs,” His fit propoſal ya, that 


_— 
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ſhould intruſt him with the management of my houſchold ; 

if I would, he ſaid, he would conduct the buſineſs of that 

department in ſuch a manner as ſhould give me infinite 
ſatisfaction. I replied, that for the intereſt of the Compa- 

_ ny's Circar, he had full public powers, and that I approved 
of them from my heart, as the means of confirming and 
ſtrengthening the friendſhip between the Company and 
me, and that I would comply with every thing he might 
propoſe for the benefit of the Company's Surcar ; but that, 
in my houſehold concerns, there was not any thing of fuch 
importance as to render it neceſſary to trouble him. 

To a few days, he aſſumed a line of conduct correſpond- 
ent to his difpofition. To attempt a particular and minute 
account of it, would be vain and fruitleſs : Not one cir- 
cumftance which could be productive of indignity, con- 
tempt, or the annihilation of my authority, has he left 
unperformed.—Shokas, reſpecting the regiments and other 
matters, he has cauſed to be written, through Hyder 
Cawn, without my knowledge.— He has ſent a Suzzaw 
to Furruckabed contrary to my inclinations, and is pre- 
paring to fend Suzzawuls to other places. —He has ſlrictly 
forbid my Miniſters from writing to you - on the ſtate of 
things ; declaring, that if any one preſumed to write a 
fingle circumſtance of the tranſactions here to Calcutta, he 
would call him to a ſevere acconnt.— He ſent a meſſage to 
me, directing me to appoint a Treaſurer and Comptroller 
of his choofing ; that the monies from the Mahaluts, aſ- 
ſigned for the expences of my houſehold eſtabliſhments and 
domeſtics, ſhould: be paid to the above-mentioned Trea- 
ſurer and Comptroller, and kept in a ſeparate houſe allotted: 
to that purpoſe ; that people ſent by him ſhould be ſtationed 
there for its protection; and that what was neceſſary ſhould 
be expended with his knowledge, and under his direction. 

1 replied, that every one througbout the whole empire, 
from the higheſt to the loweſt, had the direction of his own 
houſehold eſtabliſhments and domeſtic; and deſired to 
know, whether he would deprive me of that authority allo ? 
He anſwered, That ſuch were the orders of the Gentle- | 
men of the Council, and he would execute them.—! re- | 
— to him, in the moſt earneſt and forcible terms, b 

y meſſage, that this meaſure would be of no benefit to him, f 
but that it would cover me with indignity and diſhonour in 
the eyes of all mankind; that it would be ſaid, the Navaub ö 
Vizier was ſo completely diveſted of all power and autho · | 

rity, that, by the appointment of a Treaſurer and Comp- | 
troller, he had no longer any command over his houſehold ! 

! 


eſtabliſhment and domeſtic ſervants. — This meſſage had no 
effect. He came to yiſit me, and aſked, why, I entertained 
apprehenſions from. the appointment of a Treaſurer and 

. Comprrolles ? 
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Comptroller ? that he propoſed it with a view to the regu- 
lation of my affair He had ſaid at firſt, that Cit 
nor Hyder Beg ſhould have any concern in the int- 
ments of the Treaſurer and Comptroller, but that I ſhould 
appoint whom I thought proper. I replied, that the a 

intments of Treaſurer and Comptroller to my houſehold 
would be a diſgrace to me.—After that, he propoſed that I 
myſelf ſhould take _ me the management of -all my af- 
fairs, and that the Miniſters ſhould be diſmiſſed. —As I 
knew that this propoſal for the diſmiſſion of the Miniſters 
was made with a ſecret view to the full eſtabliſhment of his 
own authority, in order to ſound his intentions, I obſerved, 
that in the time of Muktar ul Dowla fimilar converſations 
had paſſed between us ; and that, when I wanted to do it, 
he himſelf protected him. He replied, That I might now 
do whatever I thought proper with reſpect to the Miniſters ; 
that he would give it under his hand and ſeal, that they 
ſhould not receive protection either from him or from the 
Gentlemen of the Council. —I ſaid, that the Miniſters had 
hitherto committed no crime worthy of diſmiſſion; but 
that I wiſhed he would give up the intended appointments 
of Comptroller and Treaſurer. —He replied, That he had 
orders to that purport, and that it was not in his power,— 
Here the converſation ended, and he retired. 

Again he repeated his meſſage for the appointment of the 
Treaſurer and Comptroller. I faid, in anfwer, that the 
Jaghyres of my parents, my relations, my friends, and 
my officers, were all ſequeſtered ; that they had no means 
of ſubſiſtence ; and that it was my wiſh to admit them all 
to a participation in the little which remained to me; but 
that he would not permit even that : That he threw a cord 
about my neck, to — my eating my morſel in eaſe 
and comfort; that the miſeries of my friends, relations, 
and Jagheerdars filled me with the deepeſt diſtreſs: To 
that he added theſe diſquietudes: and I entreated him, for 
God's ſake, to leave me at reſt. 3 

He again viſited me in perſon, ſaying, I defire you to 
appoint a Treaſurer 'and Comptroller, your Highneſs re- 
fuſes to acquieſce to-day. I tell you plainly that my orders 
are peremptory ; that, whether you may be pleaſed or diſ- 
ple ed, I will at all events appoint a Comptroller and a 
Treaſurer, will call in the money from the Janidauds, and 
will iſſue it under my own authority for the expences of your 
houſehold. —T replied, in whatever you may propoſe for the 
benefit of the Company's Sircar, I am ready to acquieſce; 
but to an arrangement of my houſehold, ſo diſgraceful and 
pernicious, I alſo will never agree. I will not conſent to be 
deprived of my proper authority, and to receive from your 


hand the ſubſiſtence for my domeſtic ſervants, and the — 
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mals of my houſehold. If your orders are peremptory, 
give to me a copy of the orders of the Gentlemen of the 
Council, My ſeal is forthcoming; I will ſend ir to you, 
and you may do my violence whatever you may think pro- 
per. I will ſhut up the doors of my houſe ; there I will 
fit, and feclude myſelf from all ſociety, — He replied, it 
was well; he would give me a written copy of the orders 
from the Gentlemen of the Council, I might ſend my 
ſeal ; he would at all events execute the meaſure. —He then 
roſe and retired, 
For two days repeatedly I ſent my ſeal to him by the 
Moulavvee, that he might do whatever he thought pro- 
per; and then he faid, that if I would not affix my ſeal 
voluntarily, my ſeal was unneceſſary. He would ſend let- 
ters under his own ſeal, and would himſelf appoint a Trea- 
furer ; to which I returned no anſwer. Accordingly the 
Tunkhaw monies, which came in, he delivered to Mr, 
Cowper, and Mr. Cowper appointed a man, named De- 
chait, to the office of Treaſurer. 
Whatever he chooſes to have written to any one, he 
7 cauſes drafts of Shokas to be made out by his own Moun- 
p ſhee, and ſends them by Sheick Shuffer Ullah. Sheick 
Shuffer Ullah's Khedmurgar cauſes them to be written by 
my Mounſheez and, having cauſed my ſeal alſo to be 
affixed to them, carries them away. Hence you may form 
a judgment of the extent of my authority, and of that of 
my Miniſters, ty 85 
He brought forward, and carried into execution, a ro- 
duction of the troops; and that too without conſulting me, 
even as a common Sura-riſhtedar. He threatens my Mi- 
niſters, telling them to act as he dire@s, otherwiſe he will 
cauſe them to be turned out of their offices. The Miniſ- 
ters, influenced by the terror of this menace, obey him; 
and this he conſtrues into the management of affairs, with 
the advice and approbation of the Miniſters of my Sircar. 
The whole city, and many of the Gentlemen here, are 
acquainted with the indignities I ſuffer. My fituation, 
. my friend, although I am every way devoted to your plea- 
: | ſure, is wretched beyond meaſure ; my friends and my re- 
lations, the Jagheerdars, and the officers of my Govern- 
ment, are ſtarving. By enquiry inform yourſelf of the 
actual ſituations of thoſe people. Such is my own condi- 
tion, thac Mr. Briſtow throttles me, as it were, in order 
to force the morſe! from my mouth. _ | 
I am made wretched to extreme by this conduct of Mr. 
Briſtow. If you will give me leave, and write to me to 
chat purport, I will come to you. Allow me not to be 
rendered contemptible in this country, where we have lived 
for three generations in honour aud profperity. I will 
2 | come 
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come to you, and I will make no complaint; either, do 
this, or deliver me from the hand of this man. I am de- 
voted to your pleaſure : I will not object to auy thing; 
whatever you may direct, agreeably to that I will act. If 
you are ſolicitous to promote my profperity, confer upon 
me diſcretional power over my country, and for the pay- 
ment of the monies to the Company. By heaping theſe 
miſeries and indignities upon me, Mr. Briſtow has engag- 
ed for the payment of certain ſums, after obtaining a per- 
fet knowledge of my ſituation. M hatever may be the 
mode on which you ſhall determine, be pleaſed to inform 
me thereof, and 1 will cauſe the monies to be paid to you 
through the hands of my Miniſters. If any deficiency or 
default of payment ſhall ariſe, do on the inſtant whatever 
you ſhall think proper. , In freeing me from theſe indig- 
nities, you will procure a laſting reputation to yourſelf. 
| Concludes as uſual. 


P. 8. In the Nuvvaub Vizier's own Hand. 


My diſtreſſes and unhappineſs, my friend, exceed all 
bounds. This is the time for kindneſs and generous af- 
fection. TI entreat that I either may obtain my requeſt, or 
that you will call me to you. 

A true copy. 
7 (Signed) J. NEAVE, 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident at 
the Vizier's Court. 


Extract of a Letter from og weve Briſtow, Reſident at 
the Vizier's Court, to the Honourable the Governo 
General; dated the 12th December, 1782. - 


I have endeavoured to conciliate the Vizier, and never 
ä own an —— re _ under the —.— of his or- 
Hyder wn did, entering upon 
the buſineſs. mention his Excallency' objections bo he 
mode of receiving the Company's claims, by aſſignments 
on the country ; and ſounded me, whether it would not 
be practicable to induce you to make an alteration in the 
ſyſtem ; he even told me, the Vizicr expreſſed his dif 
tion of the detachment under the command of Co- 
nel Sir John Cumming. His Excellency had agreed to 
defray the expence of four regiments, previous to my arri- 
val; but he wiſhed the troops might not be ſtationed in his 
dominions. Of this tranſaction you have received infor- 
mation. The Nabob told me, at my ſecond interview, 
that his country was in peace, and he did not require an 
further military aid from the Company. This lang 
Cvircſponded with what I had reaſon to expect from your 
expla- 


% 
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explanation. I candidly told Hyder Beg Cawn, I confi. 
dered it dictated by him. When I afterwards furniſhed him 
with the eſtimate of claims upon the Vizier, he aſſented 
to the amount, and affured me of his entire conviction of 
the neceſſity of the detachment, and that the Vizier would 
mom of its being ſtationed in his dominions. Since 
is converſation, Hyder Bey has not pleaded any objection 
by the Vizier, as obſtacles to my meaſures ; but has ob- 
tained his ſanction, on every occaſion, that I have found it 
neceſſary in the execution of my duty. oa 
Hyder Beg Cawn confeſſes to me, that funds to the 
amount of forty-nine lacks of rupees were laſt year appro- 
priated to the Vizier's expences : From this ſum he was to 
defray not only the charge of his houſehold, but the pen- 
fions of the Tuncowdars and Jaghurdars, whoſe Jagheers 
were reſumed. The nature of the diſburſements you will 
underſtand from the ſtatements. | | a 

I think the ſums charged could not have been applied to 
the ſervices for which they were allotted ; the perſons en- 
- truſted with the great offices about his Excellency's perſon 
muſt have abuſed the confidence repoſed in them, as large 
arrears-are due to the Nabob's ſervants. To aſcertain the 
fact, will require time. I have recommended that the plan 
you have thought proper to direct, in regard to the Vi- 
zier's expences, be carried into execution; and ſhall, in 
due time, communicate the intended arrangements for 

our approbation. Notwithſtanding the language occa- 
ſionally held by the Vizier, I have every reaſon to believe 
he is ſenſible of the advantages he derives from his alliance 
with the Company, and of his inability to ſupport him- 
ſelf without it. You are fo fully acquainted with his cha- 
rater and diſpoſition, that I ſhall not preſume to trouble 
you with any particulars of his conduct; I only hope, in 
compliance with your directions, ſo long as I ma 
the honour to hold my preſent ſtation, that I ſhall be.able 
to obtain his confidence, and prevent expoſtulations, which 
might _— the confidence and cordiality that ought to 
ſubſiſt between his Excellency and your. Government. 

I believe the principal object of the V izier's expoſtulations 
was, to prevent any interference in rv 6 of his 
dominions, and to remove his apprehenſions of the Com- 

ny's placing him in the ſame fituation as the Nabob Mo- 
2 ul Dowla. He one day expreſſed himſelf to me, on 
this head, in very ſtrong terms. I affured his Excellency, 
nothing of the kind was intended. I recommended it to 
him, on no account, to credit reports of this nature; and. 
entreated him to withhold his confidence from perſons, 
who might endeavour, by ſuch infidious repreſentations, 
to alarm his mind. He had always, I added, 2 — 

| ng 
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ſtrong proofs of the reſpect and regard you perſonally en- 


tertain for him; and the fteadineſs of his conduct had 
tended to confirm and pe ate the friendſhip and alliance 
ſubſiſting between his — and the Honourable 


Company. I beg leave, before I conclude this head, to 


inform you, an opinion had prevailed of their being divi- 
fions in the Councils of your Government. I hope I have 
done my duty in repreſenting, both to the Vizier and the 
Miniſters, that the whole is a | pee falſchood. 

It has been my ſtudy to render, as public as poſſible, my 
teſtimony of unanimity in- the Members of Adminiftra- 
tion, that the ſhadow of a hope of evading or prottacting 
the execution of your meaſures may not exiſt. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Jobn Briſtow, Reſident at 
the Viziet's Court, to the Honourable the Governor 
General and Council, dated 21ſt January, 1783. 


I beg leave to inform you, the allowances, on account 
the Jagheers and Tuncaws, were recorded upon the Vi- 


_ zier's books at the following annual account; viz. 


The Jagheers oo. 39, 38,0564 4 6 
The Tuncaws 8 =—- - 17,19,610 00 
The propoſed allowances on | 
account the Jaghyres, agree · | 
able to the ſtatement No. 2. 22,68,671 
The propoſed allowances on 
account the _ Tuncaws, 
to the ſtatement 


+ Is uy 2 10,25, 214 


32, 93.885 12 0 


Reduction per annum —- Rupees 23, 63,799 8 6 


Even in the preſent reduced Rate, the amount is very 
high; but, conſidering the perſons to whom they are 
granted, bei principally the Vizier's relations, the old 

ndants of his family, or. the ſervants of Government, 

it would be difficult to make further reductions, particu- 
larly as moſt of them aach; perſons * 2 great 7 
ence, and now depending ſolely upon unty of the 
Vizier for n - + 1 25 . 
The funds for the payment of theſe allowances can only 


de procured by the ſavings and reductions of uſeleſs and 


unneceſſary expences. In all arrangements, however, the 
Vizier's perſonal charges, the army, and the Honourable 
Company's claims, will be the firſt provided for. 

The Honourable the Governor General, in his inſtruc- 
tie ns at Chunar Gur, dated the 23d September, 1781, di- 


| 
* 
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rected the late Reſident to carry into execution the ipula-· 


tion the Vizier had entered into for the regulation of his | 


. perfonal * No meaſures have yet been taken in 
this buſineſs; and I now beg leave to ſubmit to your con- 
ſideration the heads of the plan which 1 have recommended 
to the Vizier; viz. e ee ee ee eg | 

1, That the ſums appropriated for defraying the wages 
and allowances of the V1zier's ſervants, and the depart- 
ments of the houſehold, ſhould be depoſited under the 
charge of a Treaſurer. # bf . | | 

zd. That the monthly expences of the Vizier's ſer- 
yants, and the departments ot his houſchold, ſhould be 
fixed, and paid by the faid Treaſurer, without fees or de- 
duction. | | : : 

zd. That no monies ſhould be iſſued except by the Vi- 
zier's warrant, and the official atteſtation of the Acting 
Miniſter. _ 

4th. That perſons holding the great offices of the Vi- 
zier's houſchold ſhould not be entruſted with other em- 
ployments, or be. farmers of, or any way concerned in, 
the collection of the revenue. - | Ret. AY | 
In explanation of the 1ſt head, I beg leave to inform 
you, the Vizier's ſervants have conſtantly ſuffered great 
diſtreſs from the irregular payment of their wages and al- 
lowances. Arrgars of many months are due to the greater 
part of them; à few only have received their right, and 
they are pringipally the perſons at the head of the depart- 
ments. ney is often procured with difficulty for the 
ſtables, Kitchen, elephants, buildings, and other current 
diſburſements, The Acting Miniſter aſſerts, that upwards 


of forty-nine lacks was laſt” year appropriated to the Vi- 


zier's expences, Out of this were paid not only the charges 
of his houſehold, but part of the allowances to his Excel- 
| lency's relations, gag 9s to perſons whoſe Jagheers 
were reſumed, and alſo ons to the dependants of the 
Vizier's family, many of which originated in the reign of 
the late Nabob Suza ul Dowla. In propoſing that funds, 
on account of the Vizier's houſehold, ** ſhall be depoſited 
under charge of the Treaſurer,” I mean in a public cheſt, 
agreeable to the Honourable the Governor General's in- 
ſtructions; and that one key ſhould be kept by the Trea- 
furer, and one by the Acting Miniſter, or any great o 
of ſtate to whom you may direct me to adviſe the V izier to 
entruſt ſo important a charge. The ſecond head entirely 
conforms to the Ronourable the Governor General's in- 
ſtructions, and needs no explanation. On the third head, 
I would ſubmit to your conſideration, whether an officer, 
in the character of Aumeen, ſhould not be appointed, to 
ſee the eſtabliſhments were not encroached upon; and, 8 
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his ſtating objeQions, that payments might be ſto un- 
til the Vizier's pleaſure: ſhould be E and if ped Ex- 
cellency, on conſideration, repeated his orders for his war- 
rant paſſing the Treaſury, it ſhould then be valid. C TP 
The evil which the fourth head propoſes to correct, is 
the principal cauſe of the Mal-adminiſtcation of the affairs 
of the Vizier's houſehold. The ſame men being farmers of 
revenue, or Aumils, and ſuperintendants of departments 
about his Excellericy's perſon, makes 4 confuſion of ac- 
counts, and gives them an opportunity of withholding 
payment, and often appropriating the funds to the ſupport 
of expences which are not to be conſidered as requiring 
the firſt ſupplies. For inſtance, I think buildings, matters 
which relate merely to ſtate, ſuch as Kelauts, &c. ſhould 
be provided for after the payment of the ſervants“ wages, 
ſtables, and other particulars, which may be ſtated in the 
icht of neceſſaries. ö a 
This is the outline of the plan I have propoſed for regu- 
lating the Vizier's houſehold ; and I entertain great hopes, 
that from a leſs ſum than has hitherto been appropriated 
on that account, eyery department will be amply furniſhed, 
Probably a ſaving may accumulate at the end of the year 
from the introduction of regularity into the mode of iſſuing 
the diſburſements, no eſtimated at the ſum of thirty-two 
lacks of rupees. fi ; | 75 
Copy f a Letter from Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident at the 


izier's Court, to the Honourable the Governor Gene- 


ral, dated 21ſt January, 1783. 


I have this day tranſmitted to the Board ſtatements of 
the Vizier's receipts and diſburſements ; in explanation of 
which I beg leave to trouble you, No. 1. and 2. with the 
particulars of the reduction on account the Jaghyredars 
and Tuncawdars. Your long adminiſtration of the Ho- 
nburable' Company's affairs will have furniſſied you with 
an intimate knowledge of the characters and connections of 
the principal perſons at this Court, and may make. it pre- 
ſumption for me to trouble you with any further detail, 
than to explain the principles upon which the teductions 
art propoſed. 3 5 

he Vizier's relations, the old ſervants and dependants 
of his Excellency's Government, were conſidered as enti- 
tled to penſions. In many inſtances, perſons have beon 
put upon the lift, who were never paid even a ſmall part 
of the ſam granted them. Without any real pretenſion to 
the Vizier's bounty, they obtain. theſe penſions, which 
were, in a manner, at the time conftidered as nominal; 
though the granting them was ſufficiently impolitic, and 
Vol. IV. | "1 eſtabliſhed 
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eſtabliſhed: a plea for future claims. The litt, in its pre- 


ſent ſtate, was formed by Hyder Beg Cawn, who urged 
the diſtreſſes of the N retained upon it; that if their 
penſions ſhould be ſtruck off, they had no poffible means 
of procuring a ſubſiſtence; and many of them had been 
granted allowances by the late Nabob Suja ul Dowla. 

The Jaghgudars enjoyed a more certain income than 
the Tuncawdars, and were, in general, perſons. of high 
rank, or in the confidence of the Viaier. Many of Ge 
perſons, whoſe Jaghyers have been reſumed, wifi be thrown 
entirely upon his Excellency's bounty for ſubſiſtence, par- 
e the Orderlies, who are none of them continued 
upon either of the liſts, It was the Miniſter that recom- 
mended the ſum of thirty-two lacks for the Vizier's perſon- 
al expences, though thirty only were mentioned in your 
inſtructions to me, as having been formerly ſettled Tad 
not object, becauſe he gave, as the rœaſon, that he could 
be anſwerable that the Vizier would be ſatisfied with it. [ 
have no doubt but a conſiderable ſaving will accrue ; and 
every exertion in my power ſhall be made to realize the ba- 
lance, and accompliſh the points you have fo ftriftly en- 
joined. I think it my duty, in the courſe of the execution 
of the reform, to explain the particulars ; that, in caſe the 
propoſed plan ſhould not meet with your approbatien, I 
may receive your commands, | 

| 4 hope the intended arrangements will eſtabliſh in thefe 
provinces ., 7 force, for leſs expence, than has hi- 


. 
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Copy Statement of allowances 2 to be granted in 
E of the reſumed jaghyers, for the Fuſſullee year 1190. 


Propoſed 
Allowances, + to be paid, 
The Newab Begum I,q91,222 © & 1,00,000 
His Excellency the Vizt- 
er's Aſſuf ul Dowlah's a 
mother — 584,816 © © 
His Excellency the Vizi- 
er's Begum — 48,450 © 0 48,450 
Nawab Salar Jung, his | 
Excellency's uncle 4,04,666 10 W 2, oo, ooo 
The family of the late 
Mirza All 5 Do. I, 52,000 O0 © I ,00,000 
The ſons of Do.  — 1,70,000 © © 85,000 
The ſons of Bund Ally | 
Cawn — 30, coo © © _ 
The Nawab Mudder ul . 
Dowla — 60, ooo 0 © 000 
| awab 


.. 


&S 


Khain Cawn and Hingan Cawn 5 $129 3 


Fe 


Nawab Imanmul Deen 
i — gh 10 — Ia, ooo © 
uſſein Reza Cawn — 24,699 1 
Nawab Fyzoola Cawn 1223055 8 
Nudjuffabaden Jaguere the 
late Nudjef Khan, row 
in the name of his fiſter 14,500 
Meer Khyzulla — 14,000 
Mirza Huſſein _ 21,000 
Rajah Joa Loll — 48,000 
Teppoo Churid — 10,000 
Govind Ram — 17,000 
Biſhund Sing — 10,000 
Alwaſs Ally Cawn — 30,000 
Amber Ally Cawn 30,000 
Chuſh Nagur Ally Cawn 12,000 
Afﬀrun Ally Cawn — 40,000 
Meer Suddick — 10,000 
Raja Bowanny Sing — 30,000 
Mooby Sing — 30,000 
Nudder Sing — 30,000 
Holaſs Sing — 30,000 
Newaz Sin — 30, O00 
Rudderam Shoogul — 28,185 
Roy Hoolaſs Roy — 12, 500 
Mirza Fugull Ally — 13, 100 
Furkand Ally Cawn. — 10, ooo 
Suforr Ally Cawn — 37451 
Mirza Huſſeen Ally — 2,203 


Ally Ackber Cawn — 8,630 


Heckmut Huſſein Cawn ,000 
Mahomed Rear Cawn — 6, ooo 
Hubbee Beg — 12,000 
Mungoo Beg — 10,000 
Selaum Ulla Cawn — 6,000 
Nander Huſſein Can — 6,000 
Meer Zeah Deen — 6,000 
Burr Gear Sing — 6, ooo 
Mohun Sing — - 6,000 
Behadre Sing — 6,000 
Gholaum Cawn — 6,000 
Mahommed Ghoſe — . 6,000 
Meer Umjud — $8,051 


Goſulph Cawn, father of Abdal 
_ Ebamun Khan — 4,015 


Q 2 


O 
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12,000 


4,000 


4015 


Khanjah 
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Khanjah Nemaul Ulla — 


4,031 13 © ' 2,006 
Huſſein Atta Cawn — 5,668 0 © 5,68 
Moonſhee Baſſe!l— 420 00 490 
The family of the late Maho- og 
med Ally, Commandant, 2 
who was killed on ſervice 2,134 © 0 2,134 
Mahomed Wudjee | — 600 0 © boo 
Mahomed Suffer — 5800 o 500 
The family of the late Kha- . | 
mut Ally — 1,808 15 0 900 
Mahommed Ally — i s '& 1,085 
Buſſunt Ally Cawn — 2,637 © © 2,637 
Mirza Ruffee Soada — 23370 o 0 
Mudder Buxch — - 244"-E—<& | 314 
Meer Mahooah — 1,211 0 O 5 
Mahomed Fazel — 400 0 400 


39,38, 04 4 6 22, 8,671 
[The difference between the allowances and the ſums 
propoſed to be paid, is 16,69, 383 4 6.) Fer tr 


Co of a Letter from Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident at the 
izier's Court, to Hyder Beg Cawn, dated the 11th of 
Rubbu ul Owal, 1197, 14th-February, 1783. 


A liſt of the purwannahs iſſued by the Nabob Vizier to 
the reſpective Aumils, on account of the junkhan mo- 
nies for the expence of houſehold, together with the ſtate- 
ment of the particular ſums, accompany this letter; but 1 
have kept the purwannahs in my own hands, as they have 

not mee received the ſignature and ſeal of the Viizier. 

I * another effort, you can bring this buſineſs to 2 
concluſion agreeably to my wiſhes, ſo much the better; if 
not, it will be neceſſary that letters, agreeably to the in- 
cloſed draft, be written by me, and by you, and tranſ- 
mitted to the Aumils. In caſe. his Highneſs ſhould refuſe 
his affent, you will write the letters from yourſelf, corre- 
ſponding with the incloſed draft, and bring them with you, 
28 I ſhall ſend them off to-morrow with my own letters, 
which are now ready, and written to the ſame purport, to 
the Aumils, „„ 

The Governor General is at all events determined on the 
improvement of the Nabob's affairs. From my reliance on 
you, I have been led to poſtpone this matter during a long 
period; but, as I conſider the further procraſtination of it 
as a breach of the Governor Genera!'s orders, and as the 
cauſe of the diſarrangement of all public buſineſs, therefore, 
from an attention to the regulation of a{tairs in general, 1 

* 1 
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is out of my power to defer it any longer. Thus, in con- 
ſequence of my friendſhip for you, I have not, down to 
the preſent time (which includes a period of threee or four 
months) communicated the accompanying extract from the 
Governor General's letters, having {tilt relied on you for 
the accompliſhment of this bufineſs. . Now, from abſolute 
neceſſity, I write you plainly, to reflect and meditate with 
attention on the miſchiefs which muſt follow (to you} 
from delay in ſuch matters as theſe ; ſuch delay being the 
cauſe of the diſorder and diſarrangement of all affairs. 

In ſhort, you ſay that his Highneſs refuſes to liſten to 
your repreſentations in this buſineſs. This, too, is full of 
danger, with reſpe& to you. You are the Nabob's deputy, 
A= unlimited authority; yet you repreſent and lay 

fore him meaſures of importance, and are unable to ob- 
tain his aſſent to them: whenever the confidence of the 
Nabob Vizier is withdrawn from you, and neceſſary mea- 
ſures can no longer be carried into execution, the buſineſs 
is at an end. I am every way diſpoſed to countenance and 
ſupport you; but I cannot deviate from the orders of the 
Governor General. It is proper that you do not — — 
this buſineſs, or the muſter of the Turkſowars, beyond our 
meeting to-morrow morning. 

Let no one but you and I obtain a knowledge of the 
contents of this letter. 


Extract of a Letter from the Governor General to Hyder 
2 incloſed to him in the preceding Letter ta Mr. 
TIItow. 


The firſt is this: To ſhew how thin the veil is by which 
you attempt to cover this policy, and of courſe to convince 
you, that I ſhall receive and conſtrue every declaration, 

owever made to me, from the Nabob, and every letter 
written in his name, tending to deſtroy or leſſen the friend- 
ſhip ſubſiſting between us, as your declaration, as your let- 
ter. The ſecond is, That as I do not ſo much aſcribe theſe 


artifices to you, as to the evil counſels and encouragements 


which you have lately received from other perſons, whoſe 
names I need not mention, you may ſee and know on what 
terms you may expect hereafter to retain that friendſhip 
and ſupport which I bave hitherto given you.—For the 
reſt, I refer you to Mr, Briſtow, to whom, both verbally 
and in writing, I have communicated every tittle of my 
— intentions, and expectations, upon this ſub- 
ject. 


Q3 TPrauſ⸗- 
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I have received your favour : agreeably to your com- 
mands, I will make the repreſentation to his Highneſs, 
and will communicate to you, in perſon, what he may 
pleaſe to ſay in reply. The letters to the Aumils, I will 
write, and deliver to you, agreeably to your orders. You 
are pleaſed to ſay, that from your reliance on me you have 
refrained hitherto : That if, poſſeſſing an entire authority 


« in the Sircar of the Vizier, I declare that he refuſes ta 


« attend to my repreſentations, the worſt conſequences are 
4 to be apprehended therefrom to me; inaſmuch as I am 
te the deputy of the Nabob, poſſeſſing unlimited authority, 
« yet repreſent and lay before him meaſures of importance, 
% and am unable to obtain his aſſent to them: That 
« whenever the confidence of the Vizier is withdrawn from 
«© me, and neceſſary meaſures can no longer be carried into 
« execution, the buſineſs is at an end.” Although to re- 
ply to theſe particulars of your pleaſure, is to deviate from 
the reſpe& due from the obedient ; yet when, without cauſe 
and without fault, the hour of crimination arrives, to re- 
preſent the real ſtate of things becomes unavoidable. —My 
power and authority in the Sircar of his Highneſs, is the 
gift of the Governor General ; and I have hitherto received 
the ſupport and aſſiſtance of the gentlemen in power here. 
Regardleſs of the enmity of the people at this Court, and 
continuing their — I have continued to do my 
duty; and, in return for faithful ſervices, I have been in- 
_ cluded in the object of the Governor General's favour.— 
From you I hoped for an increaſe of ſupport and aſſiſt- 
ance, of credit and of power. It muſt have proceeded 
from a change in my own fortune, and not from any de- 
ficiency of favour on your part, that my repreſentations, 
by the efforts of enemies, have been rendered ineffectual. 
From the moment of your arrival, I have not, in any 
manner whatever, been deficient in obedience ; but have 
in every buſineſs, and without heſitation, fulfilled your 
commands, of whatever nature they might be. As in the 
important buſineſs reſpecting the regiments at Futty Gurr, 
the execution of which you were pleaſed to direct ſhould 
not be ſuſpended by attention to the Nabob's permiſſion, 
or by the neceſſity of informing him thereof, in the ſame 
manner, in every buſineſs whatever on which I have re- 
ceived your orders, at whatever time received, and what- 
ever the nature of them, I have paid the moſt implicit 
obedience to thoſe orders on the inſtant. From my firſt 
appointment to the Niabut, I have been enabled to con- 
duct the affairs of both Sircars, which I have ever _ | 
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dered as one and the fame, by the aſſiſt ance and ſuppor 
of the gentlemen here; and have, on all occaſions, a& 
in obedience to their directions: and thus I have repeated- 
ly repreſented to you, that, on condition of ſupport and 
aſſiſtance, I would execute all your commands; and that, 
in the affairs of the Company, I was ready to fulfil the 
commands of the Governor General, thoſe of the gentle- 
men of the Council, and your pleaſure, without heſita- 
tion or evaſion, at the hazard of my life; inaſmuch did I 
conſider my own intereſt and proſperny as depending 
thereon. | 
When you formerly ſpoke to me reſpecting the Turkſo- 
wars and the houſehold eſtabliſhmeat of the Nabob Vi- 
zier, I then informed you that I never had any concern in 
the management of thoſe eſtabliſhments ; that this cir- 
cumſtance was known tq the whole world ; that they were 
under the direction of the Vizier's own people, and that 
he never would voluntarily conſent to the meaſure. You 
told me in reply, That the Governor General's orders 
«4 were to be obeyed, and ſo I muſt inform the Nabob ” 
I, on my part, told his Highneſs, in the moſt pointed 
terms, that there was a neceſſity for his compliance with 
whatever propoſals you ſhould make, by the Governor's 
order, for the improvement of his affairs. But other peo- 
ple, at the ſame time, carried meſſages from you to the 
abob, importing that, whatever his pleaſure might be, 
you would act agreeably thereto ; nay, you even went ſo 
far as to recommend in perſon to the Nabob, that I ſhould 
not be employed in chele affairs, but that he ſhould con- 
duct them as he thought proper himſelf. Other expreſſions 
dropt from you, with reſpe& to me, which I know not 
how to repeat; for ſuch I never could have expected from 
ou. This being the caſe, in. juſtice conſider, that, hav 
ing expreſſed yourſelf as you did expreſs yourſelf, what 
authority, or influence, or reſpectability, can remain with 
me ? The conduct of this buſineſs did not depend upon 
me, and therefore the delay cannot have ariſen from neglect 
on my part. Several people have been employed in confe- 
rences on this ſubje& with the Nabob Vizier, by your or- 
ders, —Now that, from motives of kindneſs and favour, 
you have directed me to forward this buſineſs, and added 
declarations reſpecting ſupport and aſſiſtance, I am, as I 


have always declared, ready to obey. To whatever you 
ſhall pleaſe to command, I ſhall never object; and I am 
every way ready to obey your orders in the execution of 
affairs, independent of the inclinations of the Nabob Vi- 
zier, if you will aſſure me of ſupport and protection, in 
caſe of his diſpleaſure : I have never yet objected, nor 
will I now object. ö and powerleſs as I am, the 
| n 
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Igereaſe of my reſpectability and influence depends upon 
Four favour towards me, and their diminution proceeds 

from oppoſite cauſes. Thus I have ever ated; and this I 
have repeatedly declared, and I now repeat, that in the 
affair of both Sircars I am ready to obey the orders of the 
Governor General, and the Gentlemen of the Council, 
and yours, at the hazard of my life, and without evaſion 
or excuſe. The delay which has hitherto come to paſs in 
this buſineſs, has not in any manner proceeded from ne- 
glect on my part; the negociation of this affair did not de- 
pend upon me. Whenever I ſpoke to his Highneſs on the 
ſubje&, he always replied, ** Mr. Briſtow has told me that 
© you muſt have nothing to do in theſe affairs; why then 
« do you talk to me on the ſubject? - leave it to me and 
« Mr. Briſtow.” This particular I have heretofore fully 
and repeatedly mentioned to you. Now that, from mo- 
tives of kindneſs, you have favoured me with your com- 
mands, I am ready to obey them ; I will a& agreeably to 
your di:eftions: If you had favoured me with them for- 
merly, they would have been inſtantly executed; no delays 
would have intervened. I wiſhed, the day before yeſterday, 
to lay this repreſentation of the ſtate of things before you, 
but was deterred by my apprehenſions of your aptneſs to 
anger. As I entertain the fulleſt hopes from your favour, 
I have at length ventured on this communication of my 
ſituation. | 


Tranſlation of a Letter from Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident 
at the Vizier's Court, to Hyder Beg Cawn ; dated 11th 


. Rubby ul Owul 1197, 14th February 1783. 


I am informed his Highneſs is impreſſed with ſuſpicions 
at the 3 of a Treaſurer, leſt it ſhould be the 
means of my aſſuming the controul of his expences ; and, 
in like manner, the officers about his perfon apprehend a 
retroſpection into their accounts. The ſole object of it is 

this : That all diſburſements may be made agreeable to his 
Highneſs's own warrants, attefted and figned by you : Re- 
troſpection was never thought of or intended. ——1] write 
theſe circumſtances for your information. As ſuch matters 
do not fall within my province, I muſt trouble you to re- 
preſent the 204 608 to his Highneſs, and imprefs them 
on his min ; i | 


Hyder Beg Cawn, in Reply. 


I have received your favour, I will repreſent every cir- 
cumſtance to his Highneſs, and, when I wait on you, com- 
municate his commands to you. Your information * * 


* 
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be true, but the foundation of his Highneſs's diſapprobation 
proceeds from the cauſes I have affigned, I will attend on 
you early to-morrow, and again repreſent the circumſtances 


to you, 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident at 
the Vizier's Court, to Hyder Beg Cawn, dated the 12th 


Rubby ul Ewul 1197, 15th February 1783. 


*I requeſt you will inform me what has been ſettled 
with his Highneſs, concerning the Comptroller and Trea- 


ſuter. 


Hyder Beg Cawn, in Reply. 


His Highneſs has agreed, that Lolla Takoor Daws ſhall 
be Comptroller; Dooarka Daws, Treaſurer; and Raja 
Tepper Chund, Paymaſter to the Turkſawars, &c.—and 
has ordered them to be -muſtered. Drafts of Shokas, to 
the purport which I explained to you, by his Highneſs's 
orders , and of which you approved, I will preſent to you 
to-morrow ; and agreeable to your injunctions, cauſe them 
to be written. j | . ; 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident at 
the Vizier's Court, to Hyder Beg Cawn, dated the 16th 


Rubby ul Ewul, 19th February 1783. 


The meſſage you ſent, relative to the Nabob's having 
deterred the dufinelz of the Treaſury, was delivered to me 
by Raja Tecket Roy.—lf this butineſs could be finally 
ſettled to-day, it were better; at all events let it be finiſhed 
to-morrow, by the appointment of a Treaſurer, as all the 
arrangements are at a ſtand, and numberleſs inconveniences 
muſt reſult from any delay. With reſpect to his Highneſs'e 
commands, that I ſhould write 'to the Governor for his 
conſent to poſtpone this arrangement, I ſhall not fail, in 
obedience to them, to ſtate very fully every circumſtance 
concerning it. In conformity to the Governor's expreſs 


* The pe or of writing this letter, was in con mm au 
interview which had taken place between the Refident and the 
Minifter, the morning of the day it is dated; and at which 
every thing was amicably ſettled, agreeably ta the Nabob's ex- 


preſs command, as explained by the Miniſter. | 
t The foregoing nate is proved from the tenor of this 


er. 
t This letter was written in conſequence of the Miniſter's 


engagements having, as uſual, ended in gvaſion and delay. 
| . | orders, 


% 
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orders, and from motives of reſpet and attachment to 
his Highneſs, it is, that the proſperity and regulation of 
his Highneſs's affairs are the objects ever preſent to m 


thoughts, and for the happy accompliſhment of which 


am particularly ſolicitous. 


On a ſeparate Paper, incloſed in the above, 


S8. S. In my letter to you of the 11th, wherein I ex- 
ained myſelf to you very fully, you will certainly recol- 
an obſervation I made to vou, that every evaſion and 
inipediment, on the part of the Nabob, would, by the 
Governor, be attributed to you alone. You ſhould reflect 
on the force of this abſervation—That profeſſions of duty 
and attachment, unleſs verified by a correſpondent con- 
duct, were vain and idle; and that the teſt, both of the 
one and the other, required by the Governor and the 
Nabob, was the immediate execution of the orders which 
52 — repeatedly enjoined you, and were ſtill unper- 
I | | 


Tranſlation of a Letter from Hyder Beg Cawn to Mr. 
John Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, dated 
the 16th of Rubbee ul Owal 1197, 19th February 


1783. 


J have received your letter, telling me, that my meſ- 
« ſage, through Raja Tecket Roy, of his Highneſs's 
« having delayed the matter of the treaſurer, was com- 
« municated to you.“ —Whatever the Vizier may have 
commanded on this ſubject, I told you; and whatever you 
have directed me, that have repreſented to his Highneſs, 
This day he repeated the ſame ſentiments as before. The 
particulars I ſtated to you through Raja Tecket Roy, that 
when I informed his fi hneſs of your commands regard- 
ing the appointment of a Treaſurer and Muſhruft, for 
the good of his affairs, agreeable to the orders of the Go- 
yernor-general, I found people had created new doubts 
in his mind. You demanded an explanation of theſe 
doubts. I endeavoured in your behalf, as alſo in com- 
pliance with my duty to the Governor-general, to cauſe 
them to ſubſide, His Highneſs was pleaſed to ſay, that 
notwithſtanding the appointment of a "Treaſurer threw a 
Night upon him, as he ſhould no longer preſerve ayy au- 
thority over his houſehold, he was helpleſs, and would 
conſent upon this condition—** That you would after- 
<< wards intercede with the Governor- general to ſet aſide 
«© the appointment, and return the Tuncaws on account 
of the Turkſawars, for which a ſeparate treaſury — 

| N. 66 
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« been eſtabliſhed under the charge of Mr. : his 
« Highneſs requeſted their pay might be iſſued by him- 
46 ſel „ Or, as uſual, by 17 ipper Chund.“ ou re- 
turned for anſwer, My object is to do the buſineſs; it“ 
«« did not ſignify: I agree.” —In conformity to your or- 
der, I repreſented to his Highneſs your readineſs to in- 
tercede with the Governor, and return the affignments on 
account of the Turkſowirs, after the Treaſurer and 
Muſhruff ſhould be appointed. The following day, L 
preſented you with the draft of the letters. You ap- 
e proved thoſe on account of the houſehold, and rejected 
te thoſe on account of the Turkſowärs, ſaying they were 
* unneceſſary; whatever had been done before in that 
c reſpe& ſhould remain. The money ſhould be paid to 
„% Mr. Cowper : when the pay was to be iſſued, you 
« would ſend it to his Highneſs, that, if it was his 
te pleaſure, he might have it paid to the troops through 
G Raja Tipper Chund A Shoka addreſſed to you, to 
te this effect, would ſuffice,” —At all times I yield im- 
plicit obedience to your commands. This day I preſented 
the letter relative to the houſehold for his Highneſs's ſig- 
nature; He ordered thoſe which had been written on ac- 
count the Turkſowars to be brought to him. I firſt ſo- 
licited his Highneſs to ſign the Shoka on account the 
houſehold, which I mould carry to you; and the day 
after | would bring thoſe concerning the Turkſowärs.— 
His Highneſs earneſtly requeſted that the whole might be 
made out at one time. I then repreſented to him, that 
altering the Tuncaws r Son Turkſowirs was un- 
neceſſary; a letter to you, directing you to ſend him the 
money, when the pay was to be iſſued, would ſuffice. 
His Highneſs expreſſed his diſpleaſure 3 charged me with 
having, without his knowledge, blended the Company's 
and the Turkſowars aſſignments; and, now that it had 
been agreed to return them, I had not done it.” His 
Highneſs would not conſent to ſign the letters on account 
the houſehold : He ſaid he would do what had been ſet- 
tled ; and he ſuppoſed, after what had paſſed, that, when 
the Treaſurer was once appointed, you would not inter- 
cede with the Governor, I replied, his Highneſs might 
depend upon your interceſſion. He anſwered, it was evi- 
dently intended to diſpoſſeſs him of all power, and diſ- 
grace him, as you would not alter the aſſignments on ac- 
count the Turkfow3rs, agreeable to _ promiſe, What 
| more could you do againſt him ?—1 repeated my repre- 
ſentation to his Highneſs without effect, and ſent you 
information of all that had paſſed, through Raja Ticket 
Roy ; affigning the true reaſon for the delay in the ap- 
pointment of the Treaſurer. Agreeable to your m__ S 
I” hall, 


— n 1 nd 


% 
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ſhall, early to-morrow, preſent your letter to his High- 
neſs, and inform you of his commands. is 
You inform me, in a ſeparate paper, that you had written 

to me fully on the 11th inſtant, from which I could not fail 
to be convinced, that the Governor will conſider every 
«* eyaſion on the part of his Excellency ſolely as my act; 
© that I ſhould conſider the force of this obſervation, 
£© 'That profeſſions of duty and attachment are in them- 
c“ ſelyes vain, and muſt be ſupported by facts and real 
c ſervice. It reſts with me to prove the ſincerity of my 
& profeſſions, by carrying into execution the orders which 
cc have been repeatedly enjoined, cough they are ſtill 
© unperformed : That it is by this teſt alone that the 
« Governor and the Nabob will now be decided as to the 
& reality of my duty and attachment.” The day I re- 
ceived the letter, I did myſelf the honour to repreſent to 
you my ſituation, my want of power, &c. as alſo that 
my duty and attachment had, from the firſt moment of 
your arrival, led me to conform, on all occaſions, in the 
moſt important as well as trivial matters, to your pleaſure, 
with or without the participation of his Highneſs. I 
further fully explained to you, at the ſame time, the rea- 
ſons which had induced a delay in certain affairs. In 
proof of the ſincerity of my intentions, I beg leave to 
obſerve, that notwithſtanding the Nabob repeatedly ex- 
preſſed his reſentment, that I ſhould iſſue any ſhokas with- 
out previouſly acquainting him, I, on this occaſion, fur- 
niſhed you, unknown to him, with ſhokas, on account 
of the Turkſowärs Tuncows, which I had drawn out 
agreeably to the mode you had thought proper to preſcribe, 
I ſeveral times informed ycu of the Nabob's diſpleaſure 
on this head; and your commands were, that 1 ſhould 
take no heed of it, fince the buſineſs muſt be ſettled as 
you had ordained. In your letter of the 14th inſtant, you 
directed me to write letters; and I accordingly wrote 
them, and have them in readineſs: now alſo they are 
ready. I obſerved, in my letter, that I muſt depend upon 
your protection, to ſhield me from the Nabob's reſent- 
ment in this reſpect. Notwithſtanding all theſe written 
teſtimonies, you obſerve, that no dependance is to be 
placed in profeſſions of duty and attachment, unleſs ſup- 
ported by correſpondent conduct. I have never hitherta 
deviated in the ſlighteſt degree from my duty, and even 
now I am ready. You repeatedly gave me to underſtand, 
that you was reſolved to admit of no delay in this affair, 
and that it did not depend upon the conſent or non- conſent 
of his Highneſs; wherefore do your demur about it? If 
ever I difobey your directions, in conformity to the Go- 
vernor-general's orders, then charge me with a * 
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Had I intended to delay the diſpatch of the buſineſs, why 
did I write the letters? I prepared them that very day 
you ordered them, and kept them by me ever ſince. You 
accuſe me of an offence of which I am not guilty ; nor, by 
the grace of God, ſhall I ever be to blame. I have not 
departed a hair's breadth from the duties of obedience, 
nor ſhall I ever do it. I am ready to ſacrifice my life in 


the diſcharge of my duty to the Governor-general, and 
in obedience. to your orders. x 


Copy of a Letter from 2 ohn Briſtow, Reſident at the 
izier's Court, to the Honourable the Governor-ge- 
neral, dated the 4th March 1783. 


I now beg leave to inform you of my tranſactions in 
the execution of your orders, relative to the inſtitution of 
public offices. I have met with great oppoſition ; but as 
your commands left me no diſcretion, and a ſtrict obe- 
dience became my indiſpenſable duty, I deferred addreſ- 
ſing you until I could ftate the matter in a clear point of 
view. * 8 | 
The funds allotted for the Vizier's perſonal expences 
were adminiſtered in a moſt ſhameful manner; for, not- 
withſtanding the large ſums hitherto appropriated on this 
account, you will doubtleſs have been adviſed, from the 

rt of every individual who has reſided in this country, 
as well as from my communications to you, of the diſ- 
treſs in the Vizier's houſehold ; particular departments 
having been left totally — for, and the ſervants 
kept many months in arrears. In my opinion, thirty-two 
lacks, the ſum fixed at his Excellency's particular requeſt, 
is much more than can be fairly expended : but it was urged 
to me, that the reſumption of the Jaghyres and reduction 
of penſions might cauſe great diſtreſs ; and it would be 
pleaſing to the Vizier to have the means of providing for 
part of his family and dependants entruſted to his own 
bounty : and further, that forty-nine lacks had laſt year 
been left to his' Excellency's diſpoſal ; and the difference, 
amounting to ſeyenteen lacks, was in itſelf a conſiderable 
reduction. | 

I] had furniſhed Hyder Beg Cawn, above two months 
ſince, with the plans; and entertained hopes that, by his 
addreſs -and influence with the Vizier, I might avoid the 
oppoſition that a public declaration of your intentions 
would create. Above a month elapſed, during which 
time no progreſs was made in the buſineſs, 

The fact is, whilſt the revenues were managed ſolel 
by Hyder Beg Cawn, he held in his own perſon the of- 
tees of collection and treaſury; the Vizier was on all 

| | occaſions 
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occaſions compelled to apply to him for the daily ſupply 
of the current diſburſements of his houſehold. — he N . 
bob had thus become entirely dependant upon his mini- 

ſter, and a dangerous influence was affumed over his 
Excellency's mind: he was compelled to ſpeak the ſen- 
timent of his miniſter, or expoſed to the danger of having 
his income withheld. Hyder Beg Cawn diſclaims holding 
any controul in theſe matters; but this is an aſſertion 
with out proof; and I may ſafely affirm, that he has 
hitherto had the entire diſpoſal of the V izier's treaſures. 

Had the immenſe ſums appropriated to the Vizier's per- 
ſonal expences been applied to any uſeful public ſervice, 
either in a proviſion for his family, in penſions to deſerv- 
ing ſervants of the 1 or to the pay of any part 
of the army, I ſhould not be ſo anxious to repreſent the 
neceſſity of a reform. The whole is diſſipated among the 
orderlies ; a ſet of men of low birth, and no ab wc. Fea 
who are a burthen to the ſtate; living in aMuence, whilf 

the army and every uſeful member of ſociety are left in 
want of the . of life.— A ſtriking inſtance of the 
peculation that exiſts in the Vizier's perſonal expences has 
occurred within theſe few days, in Jao Loll, the ſuper- 
intendant of his buildings, who has promiſed a payment 
of ſixty- three thouſand rupees to the Viaier, for frauds 
committed in his office. His Excellency is at this time em- 
ployed in a ſcrutiny of a ſimilar nature, into the accounts 
of every ſuperintendant of the different departments, from 
each of whom he will moſt probably exa reſtitution, 
and, as uſual, receive the offender again into favour. 

I was told by Hyder Beg Cawn, the Vizier peremp- 
torily rejected my propoſitions, pleading that he ſhould 
no longer be an independant Sovereign, if the Company's 
agents interfered in his perſonal expences.— This an- 
ſwer was repeatedly returned, through different perſons, 
whom his Excellency ſelected to convey his ſentiments 
to me. Hyder Beg Cawn charges me with employing 
agents with the Vizier, which cauſed the loſs of his au- 
thority, and occaſioned his failure in the points I had re- 

commended.— I returned anſwers to all his Excellency's 
meſſages, but I never employed any. perſons on my own 
behalf, The ſubſtance of my repreſentations was uni- 
formly the ſame, that I only had in view the proſperity 
of his affairs, which could not be effected by any other 
means than eſtabliſhing regularity in the adminiſtration. of 
his finances, and in this I would conſult his pleaſure. 
1 objected to any mediation, and requeſted the matter 
might be debated by the Nabob and myſelf. I maintained 
that your intentions had been miſrepreſented to him, that 
it was your wiſh his income ſhould be entirely at _ ou 

| 4 P 3 
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difpoſal, and not en away without his knowledge 
or aſſent. In conformity thereto, I recommended a trea- 
ſurer and muſhruff, for the department of his houſehold, 
and that the revenue, as collected, ſhould be paid into à 
public cheſt, from whence the diſburſements ſhould be 
iſſued agreeable to his warrants ; but, upon the preſent 
ſyſtem, his treaſure was appropriated to purpoſes he never 
intended; that general diſtrefs had prevailed, and muſt ' 
continue, till regularity ſhould be eftabliſhed. When 
the treaſurer for the houfehold was firſt propoſed, I re- 
commended that Rajah Tipper Chund ſhould hold the 
office. Hyder Beg Cawn objected, upon the plea of his 
being in a declared oppoſition to him, and that his ap- 
intment would in fact be depriving him of the Niabut. 
ielded to his objections, declaring it a matter of in- 
difference to me who the man might be, ſo that a treaſarer 
was appointed. The Nabob afterwards, in an interview 
with me, of himfelf propoſed Fipper Chund, of which 
I informed the miniſter, who then affected to have con- 
quered his objections, provided 1 would give him affur- 
ances of ſupport ; I acquieſced, and took it for granted 
all difficulties were adjuſted ; but, to my t furpriſe, 
the next time I paid my reſpects to the Vizier, he had 
changed his mind, and would have no treaſurer. Hyder 
Beg Cawn, after feveral days altercation, informed me 
the Vizier had at laſt aſſented to the appointment of a 
treaſurer, but he now inſiſted that Tipper Chund ſhould 
not be the man ; I returned for anſwer, it was certainly 
in his Excellency's breaſt to appoint whom he pleaſed ; 
and a banker of the name of Dooarkar Doſs was the per- 
ſon he finally nominated to the office. The intended 
Muſhruff Ticoor Doſs is a dependant of his Excellency's 
government, and a perſon whom I have no knowledge of, 
except by charaQer. | 
hen Tipper Chund was ſet aſide, the Vizier informed 
me he had no objection to my having minute accounts of 
his diſburſements, only he wiſhed to preſerve his dignity, 
and appoint his own ſervants. He conſidered Tipper 
Chund already in the charge of the office of military pay- 
8 ; and it was not his pleaſure to make him 
treaſurer of the houſehold. I am perſuaded theſe reaſons 
could only bave been ſuggeſted by Hyder Beg Cawn, as 
the Vizier had privately ſent meſfages to Tipper Chund, 
information of which he himfelf communicated to me, 
a he would undertake the office. 
readily agreed to the nomination of Dooarkar Doſs, 
that the Vizier might be convinced there was no deſign, 
concealed under a ſpecious appearance, of leading him 
into a dependance on the Company's agents for the _ 
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of his houſehold, In regard to "Tipper Chund, he cer - 

tainly holds the appointment of military paymaſter- general; 

but Hyder Beg Cawn has hitherto poſſeſſed the actual 

power of that office, and the accounts are prepared by his 
nts. _ | 8 — 

I made a further trial of Hyder Beg Cawn's diſpoſition, 
The plan of your new ſyſtem was left, as I ſaid above, 
upwards of a month in his poſſeſſion, without my once 
touching upon the ſubje& with the Vizier, during which 
time he amuſed me with oy hopes of obtaining his Ex- 
cellency's approbation. When | at length experienced 
his diſinelination to move in the buſineſs, my only alter- 
native was to inſiſt on a compliance; which ſuggeſted the 
idea to Hyder Beg Cawn that he had loſt his tnfociice. of 
which he took advantage, to make excuſes for further de- 
lays. It was his advice to me to hold very peremptory 
language to the Vizier; but this I declined, as I did not 
chuſe to incur his Excellency's diſpleaſure, and thus eſta- 
bliſh a confidence in Hyder. Beg Cawn's attachment, upon 
the ruin of my own influence. I was directed, and th 
own inclination. prompted me, to treat the Nabob wit 
the higheſt reſpect ; his diſpoſition was well known to 
me, and I was ſenſible, if it ſhould be neceſſary, that I 
could conduct the buſineſs without agents or mediators : 
I wiſhed the act might appear Da on the part of the 
Vizier, and his conſequence and authority be preſerved 
entire in the eyes of the natives. The fact, in my opi- 
nion, is, that Hyder Beg Cawn, ſenſible the inſtitution 
of offices will check and controul his conduct, has pur- 
poſely protracted the buſineſs, in hopes that an appeal to 
you might move a change. „ 

In proof of his wiſh to protract the buſineſs, he re- 
peatedly adviſed me to appoint my own Munchy to the of- 
fice of treaſurer ; which I deemed highly improper, and 
he muſt have been highly ſenſible of it himſelf : I declined 
ſuffering any of my own ſervants or dependants to hold 
offices of truſt and emoluments. | ; 

The neceſſary orders are iſſued to put the treaſurer of 
the houſehold in charge of his office, upon the plan pro- 
poſed in the. encloſed letter to Hyder Beg Cawn ; the 
appearance of the Vizier's dignity and authority is pre- 
ſerved, and I will endeavour to ſee that the diſburſements 
in future be made agreeable to your commands. | 

The Turkſowärs, though part of the beſt cavalry in 
the Vizier's ſervice, have been moſt ſhamefully negledted ; 
there are now ten months arrears of pay due to them; 
they would have mutinied if it had not been for my in- 
5 three months will be iſſued to-morrow, and 


the balance ſecured to them, Sbortly after my arrival I 


ſolic it ed, 
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licited, out of an unap iated balance of eleven lac 
et againſt Almaſs Ally — that nine lacks ſhould = 
allotted for the ſupport of the Turkſowirs, The mini- 
ſter, under various pretences, evaded compliance; at laſt 
the aſſignment was granted; and then it appeared, that 
five out of theeleven lacks had been paid, by Almaſs Ally 
Cawn, agreeable to prior orders which he had received, 
and of which Hyder Beg Cawn never. apprized me, 1 
procured all together fix Jacks and eight thouſand rupees 
on Almaſs, and about two lacks on other Aumils, His 
Excellency remonſtrated againſt this aſſignment going in 
my name ; to which I anſwered, as I had uniformly done, 
that it was a matter of total indifference to me — 
whom the pay to the army was iſſued; I did not with 
theſe people to be under my authority, and my having 
aſked him for the aſſignments was the effect of neceſſity, 
1 would readily relinquiſh them upon the appointment of 
a proper officer; that in future the troops might be paid 
in money, agreeable to the commands with which you 
had been pleaſed to honour me. I have not ſcrupled be- 
ing very explicit with Hyder Beg Cawn, and have now 
n the liberty to ſubmit, in the moſt unreſerved man- 
ner, to your conſideration, the particular of my tran- 
ſactions with him, on two of the moſt material points of 
your new ſ I have given authority and conſequence 
to Hyder Cawn's -- and propoſe leaving him in 
the general controul of every other department ; but, as 
nothing can relieve the country from the diſtreſs in which 
it is involved, but the moſt rigid execution of your or- 
ders, 1 ſhall not ſuffer it to be any longer impeded by the 
8 of individuals, however high in rank. I mg 
in ience to Un commands, employed Hyder Beg 
Cawa ; his profe are fair;' but, until I determine 
on executing, by my own authority, the meaſures which 
the Vizier had rejected, I could not get any buſineſs of 
importance ſettld. LM rr 
The conduct of Hyder Beg Cawn was to be expected; 
it can hardly be hoped, that men ſhould willingly become 
the inſtruments to reduce their own influence and adyan- 
tages. I have endeavoured to impreſs upon his mind your 
unalterable determination of executing the new ſyſtem ; 
and he had to make the choice, whether to obey your com- 
mands, or expoſe himſelf to your diſpleaſure. 

You can only decide, whether my ſuſpicions of his ſe- 
eretly counterating my repreſentations are well founded. 
I conſider a diſunion between us as likely to affect the pub- 
lic buſineſs, eſpecially as Almaſs Ally Cawn and Khoja 
un ul Dien were upon the ſpot, and a combination might 
have been formed between the three, to interrupt the col- 


0 


—— 
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of his houſehold, In regard to Tipper Chund, he cer - 
tainly holds the appointment of military paymaſter-general; 
but Hyder Beg . Cawn has hitherto polſclſed the actual 
power of that office, and the accounts are prepared by his 
nts. | 4 ae 

I made a further trial of Hyder Beg Cawn's diſpoſition, 
The plan of your new ſyſtem was left, as I ſaid above, 
upwards of a month in his poſſeſſion, without my once 
touching upon the ſubject with the Vizier, during which 
time he amuſed me with daily hopes of obtaining his Ex- 
cellency's approbation. When | at length experienced 
his diſinelination to move in the buſineſs, my only alter- 
native was to inſiſt on a compliance; which ſuggeſted the 
idea to Hyder Beg Cawn that he had loſt his influence, of 
which he took advantage, to make excuſes for further de- 
lays. It was his advice to me to hold very peremptory 
language to the Vizier; but this I declined, as I did not 
chuſe to incur his Excellency's diſpleaſure, and thus eſta- 
bliſh a confidence in Hyder. Beg Cawn's attachment, upon 
the ruin of my own influence. I was directed, and th 
own inclination prompted me, to treat the Nabob wit 

the higheſt reſpect ; bis. diſpoſition was well known to 
me, and I was ſenſible, if it ſhould be neceffary, that I 
could conduct the buſineſs without agents or mediators : 
I wiſhed the act might appear voluntary on the part of the 
Vizier, and his, conſequence and autharicy be preſerved 
entire in the eyes of the natives. The fact, in my opi- 
nion, is, that Hyder Beg Cawn, ſenſible the inſtitution 
of offices will check and controul his conduct, has pur- 
poſely protracted the buſineſs, in hopes that an appeal to 
you might move a-change. n 1 

In proof of his wiſh to protract the buſineſs, he re- 
peatedly adviſed me to appoint my own Munchy to the of- 
fice of treaſurer; which I deemed highly improper, and 
he muſt have been highly ſenſible of it himſelf : I declined 
ſuffering any of my own ſervants or dependants to hold 
offices of truſt and emoluments. © | 

The neceſſary orders are iſſued to put the treaſurer of 
the houſehold in charge of his office, upon the plan pro- 
poſed in the encloſed letter to Hyder Beg Cawn ; the 
appearance of the V izier's dignity and authority is pre- 
ſerved, and I will endeavour to ſee that the diſburſements 
in future be made agreeable to your commands. 

The Turkſowirs, though part of the beſt cavalry in 
the Vizier's ſervice, bave been moſt ſhamefully neglected; 
there are now ten months arrears of pay due to them; 
they would have mutinied if it had not been for my in- 
rerference : three months will be iſſued to-morrow, and 


the balance ſecured to them. Shortly after my arrival I 
; ſolicited, 


AT. * e 
N A 
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ſolicited, out of an unappropriated balance of eleven lacks, 
ſet againſt Almaſs Ally Cawn, that nine lacks ſhould be 
allotted for the ſupport of the Turkſowiars, The mini- 
ſter, under various pretences, evaded compliance; at laſt 
the aſſignment was granted; and then it appeared, that 
five out of theeleven lacks had been paid, by Almaſs Ally 
Cawn, ble to prior orders which he had received, 
and of ich Hyder Beg Cawn never. apprized me. I 
procured all together fix Jacks and eight thouſand rupees 
on Almaſs, about two lacks on other Aumils, His 
Excellency remonſtrated againſt this aſſignment going in 
my name; to which I an{wered, as I had uniformly done, 
that it was a matter of total indifference to me — 
whom the pay to the army was iſſued; I did not wiſh 
theſe. people to be under my authority, and my having 
aſked him for the aſſignments was the effect of neceſſity, 
1 would readily relinquiſh them upon the appointment of 
a proper officer ; that in future the troops might be paid 
in money, agreeable to the commands with which you 
had been pleaſed to honour me. I have not ſcrupled be- 
ing very explicit with Hyder Beg Cawn, and have now 
— the liberty to ſubmit, in the moſt unteſerved man- 
ner, to your conſideration, the particular: of my tran- 
ſactions with him, on two of the moſt material points of 
your new ſ I have given authority and conſequence 
to Hyder Cawn's office, and propoſe leaving him in 
the general controul of every other department; but, as 
nothing can relieve the country from the diſtreſs in which 
it is involved, but the moſt rigid execution of your or- 
ders, 1 ſhall not ſuffer it to be any longer impeded 14 
ve, 


intrigues of individuals, however high in 4 60 1 

in obedience to your commands, employed Hyder B 
Cawn; his abr} nos are fair; but, until I determine 
on executing, by my own authority, the meaſures which 
the Vizier had rejected, I could not get any buſineſs of 
importance ſettle. | 4 on 
Ihe conduct of Hyder Beg Cawn was to be expected; 
it can hardly be hoped, that men ſhould willingly become 
the inſtruments to reduce their own influence and adyan- 
tages. I have endeavoured to impreſs upon his mind your 
unalterable determination of executing the new ſyſtem ; 
and he had to make the choice, whether to obey your com- 
mands, or expoſe himſelf to your diſpleaſure. 

You can only decide, whether my ſuſpicions of his ſe- 
cretly counteracting my repreſentations are well founded. 
I conſider a diſunion between us as likely to affect the pub- 
lic buſineſs, eſpecially as Almaſs Ally Cawn and Khoja 
un ul Dien were upon the ſpot, and a combination might 
have been formed between the three, to interrupt the col- 
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lections; I have therefore come to an accommodation with 
him. As the baſis of it is implicit obedience to your 
orders, I 9 no future cauſe of differences can atife be- 
tween us; I ſhall, on my part, moſt cautiouſly avoid 
them, | x | 


" Tranſlation of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg 
Cawn, dated 20th Rubbee ul Owal, 23 Febr. 1783. 


* For the better regulation of the Vizier's houſehold, 
J propoſed to his Excelleney that he ſhould direct the 
amount of the Dowab aſſignment, &c. to be paid in ſpe- 
cie at the Huzzoor, and appoint a treaſurer and muſhruff 
to take charge of it, and to make the diſburſements re- 
gularly, agreeably to his Excellency's pleaſure, and by 
his orders. His Excellency appointed Dewarkur Doſs 
"treaſurer, and Fakoor Doſs muſhruff of the houſehold, 
and Raja Tipper Chund paymaſter of the Turkſowars, 
12 happy to acquieſce in, from my attachment 
to the Nabob; and the Nabob directs that the treaſurer 
ſhould be placed under charge of his officers at Punju- 
nahal, and that I ſhould return the Shokas iſſued relative 
to the Turkſowars Tuncows.— I conform to his Excel- 
lency's commands in both reſpects : that the treaſure 
ſhould be committed to the charge of his officers at Pun- 
jemahal ; the Dewaub aſſignments, &c. to be publickly 
diſburſed, agreeably to his Excellenc 's warrants, bearing 
his own ſignature, and the counter ſign of the miniſter, 
by the treaſurer Dowarkur Doſs, and the knowledge of 
Mahomed Huſſein, oſtenſible muſhruf, with the conſent 
of Takoor Doſs; that Rajah Tipper Chund ſhould diſ- 
burſe from his treaſure the amount of the Turkſowar aſ- 
ſignments: ſecondly, that the Shokas heretofore iſſued, 
relative to the above aſſignment, ſhall be ſent back. 


Tranſlation of a Letter from Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident 
at the Vizier's Court, to Hyder Beg Cawn, dated the 
27th of Rubbee ul Owal 1197, ad March 1783. 


I underſtand that Mirza Huflein has placed a man in 
the treaſury office, which was put under the charge of 
Raja. Tipper Chund, agreeable. to the plans ſettled be- 
tween us. Whereas the ſaid Mirza has nothing to do in 
this matter, his interference is very improper : it is re- 


quiſite he ſhould withdraw his man. You will pleaſe to 


* This letter was dictated by the miniſter, agreeable to the 
original draft, in the Rejident's- paſſeſſion, when every thing 
was finally concluded, upon the mg/t amicable terms. 


inform 
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joform me of the ſum —— in the treaſury on the 20th 
inſtant, the day Lalla 'Takoor Doſs was appointed. 


| Hyder Beg Can, in Reply. 


Afreeably to your orders, I repreſented to his Highneſs 
that Mirza Mahomed Huſſein had ndthing to do with the 
pay of the Furkſowärs, and that the money ſhould be 

epoſited under the charge of Raja "Tipper Chund : his 
Highneſs will undoubtedly comply with your injunctions. 
For ſome days that IJ have been indifpoſed, I have not at- 
tended the preſence: I will to-morrow- wait upon his 
Highneſs; and, on aſcertaining the balance on account of 
the houſehold, call upon and inform you of the particu- 
lag Sei IE ive ns | 


Tranſlation of a Letter from Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident _ 
at the Vizier's Court, to Hyder Beg Cawn, dated 5th 
| Rubbee ul Sany 1197, gth March 1783. NG 


A conſiderable ſum is allotted for the ſupport of the 
Vizier's brothers. I underſtood they have not received a 
Hubba for theſe two years paſt: I therefore trouble you, 
at all events, to pay them. Tou will pleaſe to let me 
have a ſtatement of their account, that the. balance due 
may be diſcharged, as they are in great diſtreſss. 


under Beg Cawti, in Reply. | 


| *T have receiv Owing to the negociation 
cdntethirig the Treaſurer and Comptroller, the payment 
of the allowances due to the Vizier's brothers has been 
ſuſpended, and very little has been paid to them: they 
witt now receive their ſtipends regularly. Laſt year this 
buſineſs depended, agreeable to the V izier's orders, up- 
on the Molovy ; having aſcertained the particulars from 
him, I will repreſent them to you. The penſioners re- 
ceive their ſtipends according to the Mahomedan year, 
which commences four months before the Fuſſully year: 
the whole added together will make a period of ſixteen 
months, and is the cauſe of the diſtreſs they ſuffer, —This 
difference between the two years is a circumſtance of which 
] have repeatedly appriſed bu. | 


R2 Tranſlation 
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Tranſlation of a Letter from the Nabob Vi izier's Brothers, 
Myrza Hyder Ally, Myrza Juniat Ally, Myrza Syfe 
Ally, to Mr. Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 
Received the gth March 1783. | 


The manly and generous condu& of the Engliſh gentle- 
men towards all nations, is as clear as the ſan at noon- 
day. So well known is the favour ſhewn by the Company, 

the Governor, and you, to our late father, and our whole 
houſe, that it is unneceſſary to write the particulars. We 
befote this communicated to you, through Myrza Iſmael 
Beg, ſome general circumſtances concerning our diſtreſs ; 
to which you returned for anſwer, That you would cauſe. 
two thouſand rupees a month to be paid to each of us, 
and aſk us to viſit you. It is ſome time ſince we received 
this meſſage; and we go on without any means of ſub- 
ſiſtence, and in the utmoſt miſery, entirely upon the hopes 
of your friendſhip. Apparently, from the multiplicity 
of bufineſs on your hands, you have forgot our promiſe. 
Our ſituation is not fit to be repreſented. F or two years 
we have not received a hubba on account our Tuncow, 
though the miniſters have annually. charged a lack of ru- 
pees, and never pai us * thing. After all, we are the 
ſons of Suja ul Dowla. It is ſurpriſing, having ſuch a 
friend as you, our ſituation is arrived at that paſs, that we 
ſhould be in diſtreſs for dry bread and cloaths. Whereas 
you have done many 2 acts, be pleaſed to ſhew us 

our favour, that by ſome means we may receive our al- 
— from the Company's treaſury, and not be ob- 
liged to depend upon, and ſolicit, others for it. We hope 
you will grant us your friendſhip, and return us a favour - 
able anſwer though Mr. Cowper. . a te 4 


Tranflation-of a. Letter from Mirza Hyder Ally, Merza | 
Ally, and Merza Sefe Ally, to Mr. + Received 
oth March 2783. Cn ORE be n 


We have, through your favour, received Mr. Briſtow's 
anſwer : -it has been thouſands of a thouſand cauſes of 
fatisfaQtion to us. May the everlaſting God, in the pu- 
rity of his glory, preſerve health to you, who have ſhewn 
us all this favour. Our pens fail in expreſſing our gra- 
titude, We are now perfectly ſatisfied, that from your 
favour we ſhall receive allowances, month by month. For 
inſtance, the Gomaſta of Raja Tecket Roy ſent us an 
order on the houſe of Lalla Buchraje for the ſum of two 
thouſand rupees each. We hope you will apply in our 
names to the Refident, that our penſions may be granted 
us from the Company's zreaſury, in the ſame mann — 


* 


Wurm Ute 2 . 
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that of our brother Seadut Ally: we alſo repreſent this 
matter to the Reſident, —W hereas the perſon who brought 
letter to us was a Bengally, and ſpies from the pre- 
ſence watch us; likewiſe, we are under great fear of the 
Nabob Vizier, and the people in his court, left they 
ſhould be informed of our having any dependance on the 
Engliſh gentlemen, whereby an injury might be done us ; 
we therefore requeſt, if you have an Hindoſtan Munchy. 
as undoubtedly will be the caſe, he may be employed in 
our negociations. Hendoſtannies paſſing will not be re- 
rded, and nobody will be informed thereby. As vou 
— favoured us with your friendſhip, you will ſhew it 
not diſcloſing our ſecret until we may have an inter- 
view with the Reſident, and oblige us by delivering the 
incloſed letter to him. | | | 


Tranſlatiou of a Letter from Mr. John Briftow, Reſident 
at the Vizier's Court, to Hyder Beg Cawn, dated the 
5th Rubby ul Sany 1197, gth March 1783. | 


I have received your letter, informing me, that . the 
© negociation concerning the Treaſurer and Comptroller 
«« prevented the payment of the allowances of the Vi- 
« zier's brothers, and very little was paid to them; but 
40 oy ſhould receive their ſtipends regularly in future : 
c and that laſt year this matter depended, according to 
ce the Vizier's orders, upon the Molovy, from whom you 
« would aſcertain the particulars, — repreſent them to 
«© me.” —My friend, notwithſtanding a paper containing 
| four articles were delivered to — am uninformed if 
the contents of it have been executed. According to the 
ſaid paper, it is proper the Vizier's perſonal expences 
ſhould be J:burked, agreeable to the Kiſtbundee accom- 
panying this letter. I here appears by it a balance due to 
the Vizier's brothers of eighty- five thouſand rupees, until 
the end of the month of Maug, and not a hubba has yet 
been paid to them. You will pleaſe to inform me of the 
balance of caſh on the day the Treaſurer aud Accompt- 
ant were appointed, as alſo of the ſubſequent receipts. 
It is requiſite that there ſhould be iſſued three months pay 
to the Turkſowars; and all delays in this buſineſs are 
improper. I beg you will inform me of the ſums received 
by Raja Tipper Chund fince he was put in charge of his 
office. I wiſhed to have ſpoke to you concerning theſe 
matters; but your indiſpoſition, at which I feel concer 
prevented me. I beg you will let me know the ſtate of 
your health ; and, if ſufficiently recovered, I ſhall be glad 
to ſee you to-morrow, when I will particularly explain to 


you certain urgent affairs. 
A R 3 Kiſt bundee 
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Kiſtbundee of the Nabob's Perſonal Expences, 


#+ 1? 
DEPARTMENTS. Pn 
J)) 4% A566. 
Doab 5 ey - 0,499773 — 
Khord Mohul au Nawab Suja ul Dowla = 1,80,000 '— 
Khord Mohul au Burhan ul Mulk ' — 1,80,000 — 
The Vizier's Brothers - 2,04, 00 — 
Benny Khanſun, and the Mother of Suffer 
a Dowla ' r — 27,313 — 
Shagird Peſha 3 | — | — - 4,81, 41 8 
Tolha Conna Kelauts, and Umber Ally.  * + 
Can "a — 23,00, ooo — 
Conſuma = - = $0,000 — 
Buildings - - _ 1,00, 00 — 
Tope Canna, &c. - - - 1,05,000 — 
Gardens — 2 _ 755000 — 
Catching Elephants - - = _ $0,000 — 
Feeding Ditto - 5,000 — 


Vizier's Privy Purſe, Khord Mahul, &c. 5, 52,0% 8 


| 32,00,000 —, 
Hyder Beg Cawn, in Reply ; dated the 6th Rubby ul 
ante LA Sany, '1oth March 1783. 3 


I have received your favour. Vou ſpeak of 2 af- 
fairs, and the four ſeparate articles. - I always attend your 
commands, and I never excuſed myſelf from obeying any 
orders you gave; and now even I am ready. I will exe- 
cute-all matters in the way you may dire&. I have been 
employed in the moſt important, as well as the moſt tri- 
vial, tranſactions between his Highneſs and you. You 
now ſpeak, in general terms, of the four written ar- 
« ticles delivered to me, as if it were unknown to you 
© whether they were fulfilled or not.” What anſwer 
ſhall I give you? I am ſubſervient and obedient to you; 
whatever you direct, that I will do. The 7 on 
account of the houſehold, the Vizier's brothers, &c. are 
in charge of the Aumils: no perſon has kept poſſeſſion of 
them. The Aumils will account for what they have paid 
to the officers of government; and at the preſent time 
they are enjoined to make their payments in money at the 
preſence, that in like manner it may be diſtributed among 
the proper people. Twenty-two thouſand rupees have 
been given to the Vis ier's brothers: as the collections are 
made, more will be paid them. When I wait upon you, 
J will inform you concerning the balance. Owing to 
indiſpoſition I could not attend on you, T 2 
3 v. Fu ” TX * « By SI . 3 . 4 S.. W 


Y. ood 
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will be with you, and remain there day and night, that 
I may repreſent whatever you may at any time require of 
me, as it is impoſſible to ſtate every circumſtance con- 
cerning the current | buſineſs in a letter. His Highneſs 
has ordered three months pay to be iſſued to the 1 urk= 
ſowars. | 


Tranſlation of a Letter from Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident 
at the Vizier's Court, to Hyder Beg Cawn, dated the 
20th Rubbee-ul Jany 1197, 24th March 1783. 


I requeſt to be informed of the amount of caſh. 
which has been paid to, and expended by, the Treaſurer 
fince his appointment, You will oblige me with the ac- 


counts, 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident at 
the Vizier's Court, to the Honourable the Governoc= 
general, dated the 6th June 1783. 


I ſubmitted my proceedings, regarding the Vizier's per- 
ſonal expences, to your conſideration, in my addreſs of the 
en of March; I have however, to my great mortification, 

en unable to. accompliſh the deſireable objects thereby 
1 I have repeatedly called upon Hyder Beg Cawn 
y letter, and verbally, for a ſtatement of the balance of 
caſh paid into the hands of the Treaſurer, on the day of 
his being nominated to the office, and demanded the reaſon 
why the plan was not executed. He has conſtantly evaded 

iving me any ſatisfaQtory anſwer ; and the fa& is, that 
| Hyder Beg continues to exerciſe the functions of Trea- 
urer, Accomptant, and Comptroller of the V izier's per- 
ſonal expences, in the ſame extent as formerly; and L am 
1 of his determination to conteſt this point to the 


I think it my duty to obſerve, that Hyder Beg Cawn's 
conduct has in no inſtance evinced a ſerious intention of 
correCting any abuſes. He gave me the moſt ſolemn aſ- 
ſurances, that the plans explained to you, in my addreſs, 
above alluded to, ſhould be ſtrictly executed; that the 
ſums allotted for his Excellency's perſonal expences ſhould. 
be paid into the treaſury, divided into twelve equal parts, 
and diſtributed among the different departments of the 
houſehold monthly; and that the Treaſurer, Accomptant, 
and Comptroller ſhould have actual poſſeſſion of their 


'* To this letter Hyder Beg Cawn promiſed an anſwer,. on 
waiting upon Mr, Briſtow, but he never gave it. 


a offices: 
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offices : but in none of theſe particulars has he fulfille@ 


his engagements, - - ; | N 11 
- You may be ſatisfied, Sir, that the power, derived 
from an entire controul over the Vizier's finances, of diſ- 
treſſing, or occaſionally with a ſparing band relieving, the 
neceſſities of his maſter, muſt be a moſt dangerous weapon 
in the hands of a deſigning miniſter ; it is indeed the 
ſpring of Hyder Beg Cawn's uſurped and hitherto abſo- 
lute dominion over his Excellency's mind. 

The appointment of Raja Tippa Chund to the office 
of Paymaſter to the Vizier's troops, mentioned likewiſe 
in my addreſs of the 4th March, has been rendered equally 
nominal with the foregoing. | 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident at 
the Vizier's Court, to the Honourable Governor-general 
and Council, dated 6th June 1783. 1 


Again, Gentlemen, could any entreaties have prevajled 
on the Miniſter to co-operate with and aſſiſt me, that 
other important clauſe of my inſtructions had long ſince 
been complied with, and a plan adopted to regulate and 
limit in future the Nabob's perſonal diſburſements : but 
here again the Miniſter has failed in all bis engagements 
with me, It is, however, puſhing his preſumption a lit- 
tle too far, when he affirms that, to urge the performance 
of a condition, expreſsly recommended and acceded to by 
the Vizier in the treaty of Chunar, is a direct inſult to 
the perſon, and an uſurpation of the rights, of his ſove- 
reign. He indeed well knows the reverſe of his propoſi- 
tion is true; but it is not tobe imagined that he ſhould 
patiently abandon the prime inſtrument of his aſcendancy, 
by which he has hitherto implicitly commanded the 
words and actions of the Prince his maſter. It requires no 
argument to prove, that ſo long as the diſburſements to 
the Nabob's privy purſe ſhall continue to depend upon 
the will, and to be furniſhed at the deſcretion, of the 
Miniſter, the Minifter will preſerve a power of the moſt 
dangerous and ruinous tendencyover his Excellency's mind, 
which it is equally impoſſible he ſhould eſcape from or 
contend with. Hyder Beg had too much ſagacity not to 
be aware that the regulations I propoſed would efteftually 
baffle his policy, by making the Vizier perfectly inde- 
pendent of him ; and he of courſe employed all his autho- 
Tity to compel his maſter into a reſiſtance againſt the only 
meaſure which could reſcue him from his preſent humi- 
Hating ſtate of vaſſalage, and reſtore him to his dignity, 
This however, Gentlemen, is a point, as I conceive, 

| : never 


never to be yielded, becauſe it is not till after this event 
that we can hope to ſee the diforder and profuſion, which 
now pervades. and diſgraces the Nabob's ceconomy, cor- 
reed, or expect any wiſe or ſalutary adminiſtration of his 
finances, | 


Extrafts of Propoſitions for the better Settlements of his 
Excellency the Nabob Vizier's Affairs. 


3d. A Treaſurer was appointed for the V izier's nal 
expences, and a Paymaſter for the army. Provi the 
revenues had been remitted according to the —— plan, 
the ſum total of them the Company's affignments ex- 
cepted) would have been depoſited in thoſe Treaſuries, and 
the particulars of the expenditure have been aſcertained, 
Notwithſtanding I have called for the account, diſburſe- 
ments, and the balance of caſh on the day Tookar Doſs 
was appointed, I have not been able to obtain either: Be- 
fides which, the ſaid Takoar Doſs, according to the plan, 
ought to have been Comptroller (Moctar Maſhraff) ; he 
has never been put in charge, and the truſt and confidence 
which were before placed in him under his Excellency's 
Adminiſtration, he has entirely loſt, | 
In conſequence of the ' Treaſury's not being p 
managed, large ſums are embezzled, the neceſſary eſtabliſh- 
ments are not provided for, whilſt lacks are ſquandered in 
uſeleſs expences. It is neceſſary a General Treaſurer ſhould 
de appointed, to whom all receipts of revenue ſhould be 
firſt paid, and afterwards diſtributed to the ſubordinate 

Treaſuries. | | 
4th. Funds for the neceſſary payment of the Vizier's 
perfonal expences are the firſt conſideration. It is neceſſary 
to do away the diſgrace ſuffered from the diſtreſs of the 
Vizier's houſehold, and irregular payment of the ſervants” 
wages; and for this purpoſe, the ſums allowed for the ſup- 
port of his houſebold and ſervants ſhould be paid into the 
hands of a ſeparate Treaſurer ; the whole ſum ſhall be di- 
| vided into twelve equal inſtallments, paid monthly by the 
faid Treaſurer, No payment to be made except by the 
Vizier's orders, atteſted by the Acting Minifter ; and that 
no perſon holding offices in the Vizier's houſehold ſhall be 

2 — of Revenue. 5 

5th. Large ſums. would be required to ſatisfy the lift of 
Jagheerdars and Tuncawdars ; owing to his Excellency's 
want of money, few are paid. The diſtreſs has been ſo 
great, that the Nabob's brothers, the women belonging to 
the Zenanahs of the late Vizier, and the Nabob Buchaun 
Mulk, have been in want even of the neceſſaries of life. 
ome of his Excellency's brothers have ſought a ſubſiſtence 
with 


# 


| 
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with other Chiefs; it is therefore neceſſary a ſeparate T. 
furer ſhould be appointed for the-Jagheerdars and 25 
dars, and their penſions to be paid monthly, according to 
the months of the Fuſſullee year. 


Copy of Letter from Captain Jaques to Mr. Richard John« 
ſion, dated Fyzabad, the 6th March, 1782. 


The. women belonging to the Khord Mehul, complain 
pf their being in want of every neceſſary of life; and are 
at laſt drove to deſperation, that they at night get on the top 
of the Zenanah, make a great diſturbance; and laſt night 
not only abuſed the centinels poſted in the garden, but 
threw dirt at them. They threaten to throw themſelves 
from the walls of the Zenanah, and alſo to break out 


ie. . 


Humanity obliges me to acquaint you with this matter, 
and to requeſt to know if you have any directions to give 
me concerning it. 4% nt {7 2 

I alſo beg leave to acquaint you, I ſent for Letaffit Ally 
Cawn, the Cojah who has the charge of them, who informs 
me that their complaint is well grounded; that they have 
fold every thing they had, even to the cloaths from their 
backs, and now have no means of exiſting. Incloſed I 
tranſmit you a letter from Mangall on the ſubject. 


Copy of a Letter from Captain Jaques to Mr. Richard 


Johnſon, dated Fyzabad, 7th March, 1782. 


I beg leave to addreſs you again concerning the women 
in the Khord Mehall. Their behaviour laſt night was ſo 
furious, that there ſeemed the greateſt probability of their 
proceeding to the utmoſt extremities, and that they would 
either throw themſelves from the walls, or force the doors 
of the Zenanah. I have made every enquiry concerning tho 
cauſe of their complaints, and find, from Letaffit Ally Cawn, 
that they are all in a ſtarving condition, having ſold all their 
cloaths and neceſſaries, and now have not wherewithal to 
ſupport nature; and, as my inſtructions are quite ſilent on 
this head, thould be glad to know how to proceed, in caſe 
they were to force the doors of the Zenanah, as I ſuſpect it 
= happen, ſhould no ſubſiſtence be very quickly ſeat ta 

em. | 


October, 1782. 


Laſt night, about eight o' lock, the women in the Khord 
Mehull Zenanah, under the charge of Letaffit Ally Caw 
aſſembled on the tops of the buildings, crying in a m 
lamentable manner for food; that for the laſt four days they 
had got but a very ſcanty allowance, and that yeſterday they 


| got none. | 3 


agents to be more circumſpect in their conduct towards 


thoſe poor unhappy women. 


opy of a Letter from Major Gilpin to Mr. John Briſtow, 
Refident at the Vizier's Court, dated Fyzabad, 15th 
November, 1782. 10 


The repeated cries of the women of the Khord Mehul 
Zenanah for ſubſiſtence has been truly melancholy. 
They beg moſt piteouſly for liberty, that they may earn 
their daily bread by laborious ſervitude, or be relieved from 
their miſery by immediate death. | 
In conſequence of. their unhappy ſituation, I have this 
day taken the liberty to draw on you in favour of Ramna- 
rain (at ten days fight) for twenty-five Korah rupees, ten 
thouſand, which I have paid to Cojah Letaffit Ally Cawn, 
under whoſe care that Zenanah is.“ | 


Tranſlation -of a Letter from Letaffit Ally Cawn to Mr. 
John Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. Received 
the 5th July, 1783. 5 


All the ſons and daughters, and the ladies of the Zena- 


nah, of the late Vizier, are offering up daily prayers, and 
counting their beads in the ſincerity of their hearts, for 
your long life, proſperity, and greatneſs, as their exiſtence 
depends upon the permanence of your power. May the 
Almighty God long preſerve and cheriſh ſuch goodneſs. + 


* The Reſident applied to the Minifter, to furniſh the Khord 


Mechull with the amount of the allowances granted for its ſup- 
port; aad ſome was accordingly paid. Other — 
thanks to the ſame pur port, from the ladies of the Zenanab, 
were received by the Reſident. "ith 


Extracts 
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of a Letter from Major Gilpin to Mr. JohnBriſtow, 
eſident at the Vizier's Court, dated Fyzabad, goth 
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Extrakte from the Hononrable che Governor Generals 
Inſtructions to Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident at the Vi. 


zier's Court, dated Ottober 230, 1782, 58 
Immediately on your arrival ſound the diſpoſition of 


Hyder Beg Cawn : His conduct has for ſome time paſt been 


highly reproachable ; till within theſe three months, when 
Mr. Johnſon aſſumed a large portion of his authority, he 
poſſeſſed, without controul, both the unparticipated and 
entire adminiſtration, with all the powers annexed to that 


Government; the Nabob himſelf being, as he ever muſt. 


be in the hands of ſome perſon, a mere cypher in his, and 
the ſanction by which he exerciſed his authority; yet he 
has dared both to uſe the Nabob's name, and even his ſeal, 
affixed to letters either dictated to the Nabob, or written 
from him without his knowledge, containing very improper 
demands on our Government, and ſuch as evidently tended 


to promote Hyder Beg's influence and intereſt, and even to 


make himafſume a very unbecoming tone of reproach, and 


reſentment, in oppoſition to meaſures recommended by me ; 


and even to acts done by my authority, in literal conformity 
to the Nabob's own and earneft ſolicitation; fuch as the re- 
ſumption of the Jagheers, and the ſeizure of his father's 
trealures, which had been ſo long ſuffered to remain in the 
hands of the Begum his mother, and the other conditions 
of the engagement exacted from me at Chunar. On ev 

occaſion of this kind, the late Reſident has been the faithful 
echo and ſupport of the Miniſter's pretenſions. I muſt, 
therefore, have recourſe to you for the introduction of a 
new ſyſtem in that Government; nor can I omit, while 1 
expreſs my reliance upon you for this purpole, to repeat the 
ſentiments which I expreſſed in the verbal inftruQtions. 
which I gave you at your departure, that there can be no 
medium in the relation between the Refident and the 
Miniſter ; but either the Reſident muſt be the ſlave and vaſ- 
fal of the Miniſter, or the Miniſter at the abſolute devotion 


of the Reſident.” - Much as I am diſpleaſed at the conduct 
of the Miniſter, I impute it more to the ſufferance of Mr. 


Middleton, than to himſelf; and if he will ſubmit to hold 
his office on ſuch conditions as I require, I'would certainly 
prefer him to any other man who could be nominated to his 
office; becauſe he poſſeſſes abilities, and a knowledge of 
buſineſs; he exiſts by his dependance on the influence of 
our Government; and, above all, becauſe a change of 
 Adminiftration in a Government ſo looſe as that of Oude, 
where all the parts of it are held together by the exertion of 
actual power, and not by the fprings of an eſtabliſhed con- 
ſtitution, would be unavoidably productive of confuſion 


and loſs of revenue, Therefore it may be adviſcable to try 


him 


R wo cu „ . 3 


dim by the mode n your firſt, conyerſation 
with him; at the ſame time that it will be neceſſary to de - 
clare to him, in the plaineſt terms, the footing and condi- 
tions on which he ſhall be permitted to retain his place; 
with the alternative of diſmiſſion, and a ſcrutiny into his 
paſt conduct, if he refuſes it. In the firſt place, I will 
not receive from the Nabob, as his, letters dictated by the 
ſpirit of oppoſition ; but ſhall conſider every ſuch attempt 
as the Miniſter's, and as an inſult on our Government. 
In the ſecond place, I ſhall expect that nothing is done in 
his official character, but with your knowledge and parti- 
cipation ; at the ſame time, the firft ſhare of the reſpon- 
fibility will reſt with you. The other conditions will fol- 
low diſtinctly in their places, becauſe I confider you as 
reſponſible for them. Yigg 5.4. | | 

Study on every occaſion to conciſiate the will of che 
Nabob, and ſhew him every oſtenſible and external mark 
of reſpect. I ſhould hope that, with due attention, you 
would not find it difficult to make him himſelf che mover 
of every act neceſſary, whether for the advancement of his 
own intereſt, or the diſcharge of his debts to the Company. 
But this can never he effected while the Minifter maintains 
that aſcendant over him, which he at preſent holds by the 
means of a nearer and more private intercourſe, and by af- 
ſecting to be the vindicator of his right againſt the claims 
of our Government, In my late engagement with the 
Nabob, . it was : ſtipulated, that a certain ſum ſhould be 
ſet apart monthly for his private expences ; and. this 
made a part of my private inſtructions to Mr, Middleton. 
The ſum was afterwards fixed, as I recolleR, at thirty lacks. 
It was my intention and direction, that this appropriation 
ſhould be made before any other, and this I make my pre- 
ſent injunctions to you; requiring alſo that you do make 
it a point of immediate and ſtrict enquiry, whether the Na- 
bob has hitherto received the whole and punctual payment 
of the ſum aſſigned to this account, or any part of it has 
been withheld fr m him, whether with or without his con- 
currence.. I mention this, becauſe, from ſome private in- 
formations. which I have lately received, I have reaſon to 
ſuſpect that this is actually the caſe. Whatever foundation 
there may be for this report, let juſtice be done to the Na» 
bob; and, if he has been deceived, undeceive him. 

TEN True copies and tranflations. | 
___ JOHN BRISTOW, 

Refident at the Vizier's Court. 

True copies of 7 Mr. Briſtow's letter. 
5 Hay, 

Actg. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 
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Auguſt 24th, 1783. 
Mr. Wheler. | " 
The opinions which it has been neceſſary for me to give; 
at various times, on the ſubject of the complaints made 
againſt Mr. Briſtow by the Nabob Vizier and his Miniſter, 
and on the motions and propoſitions of the Governor Ge- 
neral grounded on them, have relieved me from the neceſſity 
of going through every ſtage of the buſineſs at this time ; 
I ſhall therefore confine my attention ſolely to this conſide- 
ration, Whether the charges, as they are drawn up againſt 
Mr. Briſtow, and anſwered by him, are fully proved and 
eſtabliſhed ? and briefly ſtate my ſentiments of his public 
conduct, as they ariſe from the materials before me. 5 
I muſt firſt premiſe, that the charges are of ſuch a na- 
ture as to render it almoſt impoſſible for the Reſident to 
diſprove them by any certain and poſitive evidence, becauſe 
they chiefly conſiſt of deductions from aſſerted facts, which 
do not appear, in ſome iuſtances, correctly ſtated. Beſides 
I conceive it as neceſſary and juſt that the affirmative o 
Mr. Briſtow's criminality ſhould be proved by tlie perſon 
who imputes it to him, as it would be cruel and unjuſt to 
admit of his having cleared himſelf from them, only in the 
event of his proving a negative to all the bold aſſertions of 
the Nabob's Miniſter, —For what man, employed in public 
buſineſs, could ever tranſact it with credit to himſelf, or 
advantage to his employers—or who would attempt it—if 
charges and accuſations, unſupported by evidence, and dic- ' 
tated by parties intereſted in his removal from his ſtation, 
ſhould be allowed to have weight with thoſe who are the 
judges of his conduct, and by whoſe judgment he muſt be 
ſupported or fall ? 2 
| From the general character of Hyder Beg Khan, and the 
known influence he has long poſſeſſed over the Nabob's 
mind, which has led to an uncontrouled fway over all his 
dominions, I am inclined to believe that the letters from 
the Vizier to the Governor General were principally dic- 
tated by his Miniſter ; and this circumſtance muſt induce. 
thoſe who view it in the ſame light, to give leſs weight and 
conſequence to the repreſentations, than they would deſerve 
if they ſprung from a real ſenſe of injuries received from 
Mr. Briffow, as deeply impreſſed in his Excellency's mind 
as they are inculcated 1n his letters. 
It may be difficult for men, who feel themſelves injured 
by the miſrepreſentations of others, to confine tliemlelves 
ſolely to their own vindication ; they are naturally prone to 
recriminate on their accuſers, Mr. Briſtow has not been 
able to refrain from this error, in his defence ; but I neither 
approve of it, nor of the angry manner in which he ſpeaks 
to 


* * 
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ts the Board of a perſon, through the medium of whoſe 
influence the Company's affairs have been fo long conducted 
at the Nabob's Court, and who is entitled to reſpect as long 
as he is deemed worthy of acting in that elevated ſtation. 
With reſpect to the queſtion before us, I am firmly of opi- 
nion, that the charges againſt Mr, Briſtow are neither prov- 
ed or eſtabliſhed, and that his eonduct ought not to ſubject 
him to the cenſure of the Board, Indeed the principal ac- 
cuſations againſt him are founded only on his attempts to 
introduce ſundry reforms, which have not ſucceeded ; at- 
tempts which do not appear to ſtand in contradiction to the 
ſpirit, or even letter, of his inſtructions.—He has been 
thwarted and oppoſed in all by the Miniſter ; and, as far as 
I can collect from the charges themſelves, and Mr. Briſ- 
tow's reply, the appointments, which are held up as en- 
croachments upon the Nabob's dignity and rights of Govern- 
ment, are-not now exiſting. It would therefore be highly 
unjuſt to condemn, and much more ſo to remove, the Re- 
ſident, for endeavouring to carry into effect the plan and 
meaſures which he was inſtructed to adopt. He would find 
great difficulty in anſwering the charge, if it was inverted, 
and he ſtood accuſed by this Government in not having 
rſevered with greater firmneſs in the execution of his 
truſt: And, if Mr. Briſtow is ſtill to be guided by the in- 
ſtructions he received on his appointment, the united 
weight of the influence of this Government ſhould be ex- 
erted to the accompliſhment of the plans therein recom- 
mended; or his inſtructions ſhould be ſo altered and modi- 
fied as to make them more palatable to the Nabob and his 
Miniſter, yet ſuch as would effectually ſecure to the Com- 
pany its —_—_ and future claims on the Vizier's Govern- 
ment. If the latter ſhould meet the concurrence of the 
Board, I could with that another ſet of inſtructions were 
immediately prepared, more conformable to thoſe which 
— generally been given to Reſidents upon former occa- 
s * 


\ 


| th Auguſt, 1785. 
Mr. Stables, * a 75 , 
I have read with attention the papers referred to me in 
my anſwer to the charges brought againſt the Reſident at 
Oude by the Nabob Vizier, and his Miniſter Hyder Beg 
Khän. The charges are not proved to my conviction in 
any ſingle inſtance. It appears to me that Mr. Briſtow has 
adhered to the ſpirit of his inſtructions, which fully autho- 
rized him to carry certain regulations into execution for 
the benefit of the Vizier and the Company ; in attempt- 
ing which, he has been invariably counteracted by Hyder 
Beg Cawn, whoſe power and influ2uce were affected by the 
plans propoſed, 1 
he 


— 


—— — 2 2Ä˖5P — —— ũ — 
— - — — 
— 


— — — — 


\ 


296 Papers relating to Charges IV. and XVI. 
The Reſident has conſtantly informed the Board of all 


His tranſactions and intentions, and ſtated the difficulties 


which he had to contend againſt ; he has done ſo particu. 
larly in his letter of the 21ſt of January laſt, which, by 
ſome miſtake, was not laid before the Board until three 
months after the receipt of it by the Secretary, and in his 
letters of the 13th May and 6th of June, all which are yet 
unanſwered. - From the Board's ſilence to the Reſident, 
after the conſtant information which they had from him, 
he muſt have conceived that he was warranted in following 
his inſtructions, and uſing his endeavours to carry them 
into complete effect. | 

After a full review of this buſineſs, and having taken all 
the papers into conſideration, I am of opinion that the con- 
duct of the Reſident at Lucknow deſerves the approbation 


of the Board; and that he ought to be affiſted by the en- 


tire weight and influence of this Government, to be en- 
abled to execute what is preſcribed in his inſtructions; on 
a ſtrict adherence to which the peace and fafety of the Vi- 


zier's country, and the payment of the Company's heavy 


balances, ſo much depend. 

The Nawaub is, in my opinion, ſo much in the hands 
of his Miniſter Hyder Beg Khan, who has the entire con- 
troul of his country, that I conſider his Excellency's letters 


as in fact the letters of Hyder Beg. I confider Hyder Beg 


as a dangerous man to this Government; and the compa- 
rative ſtatement of the revenues of the V izier's country, 
between the Fuſſulee years 1183, and 1190, tranſmitted to 
to us by the Reſident, gives me the worſt opinion of his 
management and conduct, and affords me but a melancholy 
proſpect with reſpect to the early payment of the Vizier's 
preſent debt, and our current claims on him, which muſt 
continue while our troops are employed in the defence of 
his country. To recall the Reſident, or to aboliſh his 
office, would be in effect 1 check or reſtraint 
on the views and conduct of the Miniſter. While we are 
obliged, and as I think unfortunately, to have a large army 
in the Vizier's dominions for their defence and protection, 
and while the internal peace and ſecurity of his country is ſo 
much connected as it is with thoſe of our own, we ſurely 


have a right to interfere, for the purpoſe of correcting the 


groſs abuſes and miſmanagement of his government, 


Minute from Mr. Macpherſon, 


| On the ſubject of Mr. Briſtow's anſwer to the complaints 
of the Vizier, and his Miniſter Hyder Beg Cawn, 1 ſhall 
give my opinion in a few words, as it is probable the _ 
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of Oude will now become matter of ſull diſcuſſion at the 
Board. | 

1ſt, The complaints againſt Mr. Briſtow appear to me to 
be, in a great meaſure, invalidated by their real object, 
which is not the removal of Mr. Briſtow alone, but that of 
his nominated ſucceſſor Mr. Cooper, and, in a word, the 
removal of the Company's Reſidency entirely from the 
Court of the Vizier. Hyder Beg Cawn's conſequent re- 

veſt (letter from Hyder Beg Cawn to the Governor Gene- 
ral) to this Government, places his views and ambition in 
a light not to be miſtaken. 

2. It is my opinion, that Mr. Briſtow has fully refuted 
the accuſations advanced againſt him; and if they had, in 
ſome degree, been eſtabliſhed, they ſhould lie more againſt 
the Board than againſt Mr, Briſtow, who continually ad- 
_ them of his endeavours to carry his inſtructions into 

ect. a 

3. I think the oppoſition which Hyder Beg Cawn has 
e his profeſſions of obedience) made to every effort 
of the Reſident, to carry through the inſtructions of this 
Government, renders him highly reſponſible for the con- 
ſequences, whatever they have been or may be in future. 

4. The late diſpatches of the Court of Directors, on the 
ſubject of the Chunar treaty, and the reſumed jagheers, 

rove clearly, that the Company are determined to keep a 
eſident at the Vizier's Court, and «o confirm his charge 
of acts of internal management in that Government. 
True copies. , 
F. HAY, | 
Actg. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 


Consn, 29th Septr. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor 
General, &c. Members of the dupteme Council, Fort 


William. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
Khaja Ain ul Ding, having a few days fince been diſ- 


miſſed from the-Government of Rohilcund, and Raja Surat 
Sing having been deputed by the Nabob Vizier, with a 
commiſſion to regulate that province, the Rajah has ac- 
cordingly left Lucknow, and will, I hope, by this time be 
arrived. at his ſtation, Khaja Ain ul Dine's conduct, upon 
his diſmiſſion, appeared ſo extremely ſuſpicious, as to de- 
termine Major Cook on ſecuring his perſon.— l have the 
leaſure to inform you, that laſt night I received a letter 
rom the Major acquainting me- of his having done it with- 
out tumult. This morning I referred the matter to the 
Miniſter's conſideration ; and he reſolved, the Nabob Vi- 
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zier being abſent on a viſit to the Begum at Fyzabad, that 


K haja Ain ul Dine ſhould remain in confinement. I ſhalt 


trouble you with the particulars as ſoon as the correſpon- 
dence can be copied. 
Jam, with the higheſt reſpect, 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

Lucknow, Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
13th Auguſt, 1783. JOHN BRISTOW, 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
A true copy. | 

Hay, | 
Actg. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor 
General, &c. Members of the Supreme Couneil, Fort 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 3 

Incloſed F have the honour to tranſmit you a copy of my 
correfpondence with Major Browne, and hope the anſwer 
J returned, at the requiſition! of the Miniſter, in his High- 
neſs's behalf, will meet with your approbation. 

His Highneſs, previous to his departure for Fyzabad, 
having told me that his journey had no other object than 
merely a viſit of ceremony, upon receiving Major Browne's 
letter, I applied to the acting Miniſter to furniſh me with 
copies of his correſpondence, and ſuch information of his 
Highneſs's tranſactions as had come to his knowledge.— 
He affured me, that the reports of his Highneſs's having 
the leaſt idea of ill treating the Begums, were falſe and 
ſcandalous, and that the moſt perfect reconciliation had 
taken place between them. 

The Miniſter has informed me, that the Vizier was im- 
portuned to reſtore their jaggyres, but that he has no in- 
tention of complying with ſuch ſolicitations, propoſing to 
grant them ſuch allowances in money as the ſtate of his fi- 
nances may admit of. 

I have the honour to be, with the greateſt reſpect, 

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 
Lucknow, Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

Auguſt 22d, 1783. ' JOHN BRISTOW, 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
A trve copv. 
E. Hay, 
Az Secy. to the Secret Dept. 
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To John Briſtow, Eſquire, Refident at the Vizier's Court. 

" 4,0 | 

I have juſt received your letter of the 5th inſtant, with 
its incloſures. 

The evening of the 7th, at a conference which I had 
with Mirza Shuffee Cawn, he introduced a ſubje& reſpe&- 
ing the Nawaub Vizier, which, however difagreeable it 
may be to you to know, and conſequently to me to commu- 
nicate, I am under the neceſſity of laying before you. 

He told me that he had received information from Luck- 
now, that by the advice ot Hyder Beg Cawn, the Vizier 
had determined to bring his grandmother, the Widow of 
Sufdar Jung, from Fyzabad to Lucknow, with a view of 
getting a further ſum of money from her, by ſeizing on her 

unuchs, digging up the apartments of her houſe at Fy- 
zabad, and putting her own perſon under reſtraint. This, 
he faid, he knew was not an act of our Government, but 
the mere advice of Hyder Beg Cawn, to which the V izier 
has been induced to attend. He added, that the old Be- 
gum had reſoved rather to put herſelf to death, than 
ſubmit to the diſgrace intended to be inflited on her; that 

— ſhould happen, there is not z man 
in Hindoſtan who will attribute the a& to the Vizier, but 
every one will fix the odium on the Engliſh ; who might 
eaſily, by the influence they ſo largely exerciſe in their 
own concerns there, have prevented ſuch unnatural conduct 
in the Vizier: He therefore called on. me, as the Engliſh 
repreſentative in this-quarter, to inform you of this, that 
you may prevent a ſtep which will deſtroy all confidence in 
the Engliſh nation throughout Hindoſtan, and excite the 
bitrereſt reſentment in all thoſe who by blood are connect- 
ed with the houſe of Sufdar Jung. He concluded by ſay- 
ing, that, „if the Vizier ſo little regarded his family 
© and perſonal honour, or his natu:al duty, as to wiſh to 
« diſgrace his father's mother, for a ſum of money, let 
him plunder her of all ſhe has; but let him ſend her ſafe 
« up to Delhy or Agra, and, poor as I am, I will furniſh . 
a ſubſiſtence for her, which ſhe ſhall poſſeſs with ſafety 
and honour, though it cannot be adequate to her 
rank.“ 

This, Sir, is a moſt exact detail of the converſation, as 
far as related to that affair, on the part of Mirza Shuffee 
Cawn. On my part, I could only ſay, that I imagined 
the affair was miſrepreſented, and that I ſhould write as he 
requeſted. Let me requeſt, therefore, that you will enable 
me to anſwer in a more effectual manner any further queſ- 


tons on this ſubject. . 
| 8 2 As 
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As Mirza Shuffee's grandfather was brother to Juffdar 
Jung, there can be no doubt of what his declaration means, 
and if the meaſure of diſtreſſing the old Begum ſhould be 
perſiſted in, I ſhould not, from the ſtate of affairs, and the 
character of the Ameer ul Omrah, be ſuppriſed at ſome 
immediate and violent reſolution being adopted by him, 


Deig, I am, &c. 
the gth Auguſt, 1783. (Signed) JAMES BROWNE. 
A true copy. 
(Signed) T. Hill, 
Aſſiſt. to the Reſident. 
A true copy. 
E. Hay. 
Ag. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 
To Major James Brown. 
Sir, 


I have received your letter of the gth inſtant ; and, in 
the abſence of the Vizier, am requeſted by his Highneſs's 
Miniſter, Hyder Beg Cawn, who is inveſted with full 
power to act in his behalf, to inform you, that the report 
concerning the objects of the Nabob's viſit to the Begum's, 
is entirely vod of foundation. The Miniſter likewiſe de- 
fired I would communicate his maſter's ſentiments to you : 
—* That he confiders the Ameer ul Omrah's declarations 


« as an inſult ; that his interference in his Highneſs's in- 


c ternal government is inadmiſſible; and that he has been 
« highly wanting in the reſpect due to the dignity of the 
«© Nawaub Vizier, in the firſt place, in ſuppoſing him capable 
« of ill-treating the Begums ; and, in the next, admitting 
© the fact as ſtated by Mirza Shuffee, his threats were un- 


becoming, and would in all fituations be diſregarded.” 


If Mirza Shuftee ſhould repeat his applications to you, 
I muſt requeſt you will give this anſwer, either verbally or 


in writing, as expreſſive of his Highneſs's ſentiments ; 


which now becomes the more neceſſary, in conſequence of 
the threatening language held by the Amyre ul Omrah in 
public, and which has been reported both in the Vizier's 
and Engliſh News-papers, as you will ſee by the incloſed 
extract, 
Lucknow, i Jam, &c. 
the 21ſt Auguſt, 1783. (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
A true copy. 
T. Hill, 
Aſſiſt. to the Reſident. 
A true copy, 
E. Hav. 
Aci. Secy. to the Secret Da t. 
Extra 
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Extract f Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 29th September 
; 1783. 
Read the following Letters from Col. James Morgan: 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

I have the honour to tranſmit you a copy of a letter T 
have received from the Reſident at the Vizier's Court, with 
a ſtatement of Almaſs's forces, &c ; and as the caſe ap- 

ars to be an extraordinary one, I beg leave to requeſt that 
you will honour me with your inſtructions how to act 
upon the occaſion. In the mean time, I have informed 
Mr. Briſtow, that I can furniſh two regiments out of the 
force with me (though one of the four is broken, two com- 
panies of it being with Mr. D. Anderſon) but that I muſt 
have your inſtructions for putting the brigade in motion; 
and without them I could not put the Company to the ex- 
traordinary expence attending ſuch a meaſure, unleſs upon 
an emergency againſt a foreign enemy. However, in m 
opinion, the ſervice againſt Almaſs Ally Khan can be ef- 
feed fully as well by ſtrong detachments from Colonel 
Sir John — 's force, aſſiſted with two or three re- 
giments from this ſtation, as it can be was the brigade to 
march; eſpecially as Almaſs's troops are ſo ſeparated and 
divided, according to Mr. Briſtow's ſtatement. 

But all this is upon a fuppoſition that he will occaſion 
diſturbances, which I don't think probable, in the preſent 
ſituation of our affairs here. | ; | 

If two regiments are furniſhed for that ſervice from this 
ſtation, there will not be left a very reſpectable force at it; 
which I am directed by your former inſtructions to keep 
collected here. | | 

I have the hanour, &c. 
JAMES MORGAN, 
| Col. commanding 2d brigade. 

Cawnpore, 

26th Aug. 1783. 


To Colonel James Morgan, Commanding in the Field. 


Sir, 

The period approaching when I expect Almaſs Ally 
Cawn's diſmiſſion from the diſtricts under his authority 
will take place, I tranſmit you a ſtatement of the troops 
under his command, and their ſtations, as nearly as I have 
been able to aſcertain them. 


S 3 1 hope 
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I hope this event will be unattended with tumult; but 
J furniſh you with the information, that every neceſſary 
precaution may be taken. | g 

Lucknow, I have the honour, &c. 
27th Aug. 1783. (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
| Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
A true Copy. | 
H. Lloyd, Secretary. 


Statement of Almaſs Ally Cawn's Troops. 


With whom. Horſe. Foot, Artil. 
Sobah Ram and Sewaran, Fouzdars 
of Ellawa, &c. - 800 1,600 5 


Shatik Azemuldeen, Pouzdars of 

Ackberabad and Secundera - 200. 400 
Takoor Doſs, Fonedar of Sharah 500 1,000 
Sutul Perſand, Fouzdar of Coral 500 1,000 
Jeſſing Roy, Aumil of Pehphona 200 1, oco 
oy" Cawn, Jugdeeſpoore Anowne, 


C. — - 2 
Huſſein Bengſh Chelah, Fouzdar of 
Futtypore - - 400 1,000 2 
At Meah Gunge — 650 7 
At Tolgony — - 1,400 1,700 18 4 lar. 
3 4,850 8,700 40 
With Almaſs, at Lucknow - 150 300 


N 


oo 1,000 4 


5,000 q, ooo 40 
20 Pieces of Artillery of the above belonging to the Nabob. 
20 Ditto . - to Almaſs. 
| (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
Lucknow, - Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
th Aug. 1753. 
"EM A true Copy. 
(Signed) D. Marſhall, | 
| | Aid de Camp. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor 
General, &c. Members of the Supreme Council at Fort 
William. 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

The perſevering induſtry with which Hyder Beg Cawn 
hath hitherto laboured to miſrepreſent my intentions and 
proceedings, neceſſarily and frequently compels me into de- 
tails that under any other cixcymſtances might be one, 

an 


* 
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and which I can no otherwiſe excuſe to the Honourable 
Board, than as they are become abſolutely requiſite to m 

ſecurity againſt the danger and miſchief of his ſcandals. It 
3s this plea, Gentlemen, I muſt now avail myſelf of, to 
apologize for the length of the accompanying incloſures, 
comprizimg ſuch part of my correſpondence with the Mi- 
niſter, as in any ſhape relates te the confinement of Khau- 
gah-Ain-ul-Deen by Major Cooke, a circumſtance I had 
the honour to notify to you in my addreſs of the 13th in- 
ftant, They will alſo explain to you how much in vain [ 
have ſolicited Hyder Beg Cawn on the ſubje& of ſome ſa- 
Jutary arrangement for Rohilcund. This province, rich, 
flouriſhing, and happy, till it had the misfortune of being 
delivered over by the Miniſter to the mercileſs rapacity of 
the above Aumil, is now, | muſt repeat, Gentlemen, in a 
condition, from which to retrieve it, will require at once 
all the wiſdom and all the vigour of government. It would 
ſeem (the remark ariſing naturally from my correſpondence 
with Hyder Beg Cawn) that ſo much time is employed by 
him in profeſſions of zeal and obedience, as to leave no 
leiſure whatever for the exerciſe of thoſe virtues. The new 
ſettlement has now been the ſole queſtion between us dur- 
ing three months, and yet to this hour (ſave in the ſingle 
inſtance quoted by himſelf of Mirza Shuffee Cawn) he 
has neither reported the accounts of any one Aumil, as 
finally adjuſted, nor has he ſettled any one agreement re- 
lative to the revenue of the enſuing year. Long practiſed 
in buſineſs, and deeply verſed, as he boaſts himſelf, in the 
uſage of the Vizier's government, he informs me, with an 
air of triumph, that my propoſal to conclude the ſettle- 
ment early, is repugnant both to the one and the other; 
and upon this ground alone (as if it were poſſible to ſanc- 
tity folly by preſcription) he ſtands forth the advocate of a 
ſyſtem, which all experience muſt have convinced him is 
attended (from the want of legal magiſtrates during the 
firſt harveſt of the year) with every pernicious conſequence 
to the peace and cultivation of the country. I much doubt 
if the boaſted ſyſtem, deſcribed by the Miniſter, is that 
under which the dominions of Auſſoph ul Doula flouriſh- 
ed in the time of his predeceſſors. Such, however, ſays 
Hyder Beg Cawn, has been the policy of ſixty- five years; 
he omits at the ſame time to obſerve, how far that very po- 
licy, in conjunction with more recent evils, has contributed 
to bring theſe provinces into the ſituation of diſorder and 


_ diſtreſs at which they are now arrived. It is by a mode of 


reaſoning altogether ſimilar that he attempts to defend the 


character and conduct of Khaugah-Ain-Ul-Deen ; dwel- 
| 9 4 ling 
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ling much upon the punctuality of that Aumil's payments. 
He paſſes over in filence the annihilation of a third part of 
the annual revenue, and the utter ruin of the province, 
which have been the conſequence of his extortion and miſ- 
management; and indeed it is wiſdom in the Miniſter ſo 
to do. Having himſelf exerciſed for years an uncontrouled 
dominion over theſe extenſive countries, it is only by 
burying in oblivion all memory of paſt tranſactions, that 
he can hope to eſcape the reſponſibility and puniſhment of 
a multitude of opprefſions, which he * either encouraged 
by his example, or inwted by his ſufferance, in the courſe 
of his ruinous adminiſtration. In appointing Rajah Soorat 
Sing to the general ſuperintendance of Rohilcund, it is 
ſelf-evidently the Miniſter's intention to inveſt him with an 
authority as unbounded as that lately exerciſed by Khau- 
gah-Ain-ul-Deen, and which has terminated ſo fatally, 
If I may form any concluſion from his conduct, it is not 
leſs his defire to confirm the dangerous power of Almaſs 
Allee Cawn, by leaving him alſo in poſſeſſion of all his 
countries. Theſe are points, Gentlemen, of ſuch imme- 
diate importance to the welfare and exiſtence of his High- 
neſs the Vizier's government, that, agreeably to my in- 
ſtructions, nothing on my part has been omitted, in the 
way of remonſtrance and proteſt, to deter the Miniſter from 
the proſecution of them, So entirely, however, has Hyder 
Beg Cawn thrown off all reſpect and conſideration for your 
repreſentative, that I muſt confeſs I have no longer any 
expectation of good from this mode of interference; at the 
ſame time I am at a loſs, Gentlemen, how otherwiſe to 
act. Having already ſeen my endeavours to execute treaties 
interpreted into a defign to infringe and uſurp the ſovereign 
rights of the Nabob, 1 cannot flatter myſelf that an attempt 
to ſecure his dominions againſt the horrors of future rebel- 
lion would, from his Miniſter, meet a more favourable 
conſtruction. In this dilemrra I beg leave to requeſt your 
explicit directions for my guidance, upon a ſuppoſition that 
the Miniſter, undeterred by my remonſtrances, ſhould at 
laſt determine to continue a ſyſtem, which, by a moſt im- 
politic diviſion of his Highneſs's treaſure and forces, leaves 
no ſecurity to government for the payment of the revenues, 
and the peace of the country, except what may be derived 
from the uncertain forbearance and moderation of a few 
powerful and haughty individuals. Of the fallibility of this 
dependance, indeed, if it were neceſſary to ſearch for ex- 
amples in proof of a ſelf-evident propoſition, the inſtance 
of Almaſs Allee Cawn's revolt laſt year would, I appre- 
hend, be deciſive. | | | | 1 


. 
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The other ſubject, upon which I flatter myſelf I ſhall 
be honoured with your ſpeedy deciſion, relates to Khaujah- 
Ain-ul-Deen. It is true, through the vigilance and acti- 
vity of Major Cook, that his perſon is ſecure ; but I am 
well aware, that, in my endeavours to recover the very 
heavy balance of thirteen lacks. ſtill due from him to the 
Company, upon an affignment of only twenty-ſeven, I 
muſt not look for any aſſiſtance from the Miniſter, In 
ſuch a caſe he is indeed too prudent openly to avow him- 
ſelf the advocate of Khaugah-Ain-ul-Deen ; but the readi- 
neſs and complacency with which he has bitherto admit- 
ted the pleas, however frivolous, urged by that Aumil in 
excuſe for his failure, and the reluctance he has always 
ſhewn to adopt any meaſure which might compel him to 
the diſcharge of his debt, are circumſtances which unite 
to perſuade me, no encouragement will be wanting to 
Khaugah-Ain-ul-Deen that the Miniſter can ſecretly and 
ſafely afford him ; whilſt, on the other hand, he will ſeek, 
as uſual, to amuſe me, and diſguiſe his practice, by an 
eternal repetition of hollow and inſidious profeſſions. 

Before I conclude, Gentlemen, permit me to give one 
inſtance of the fallacy of the arguments pleaded by Khau- 
gah-Ain-ul-Deen, in defence of his preſent balance. By 
his miſmanagement and oppreſſion, the revenues of Rohil- 
cund are reduced one third in their annual value. After 
three years of the moſt horrible oppreſſions, he finds it is 
utterly impoſhble that Rohilcund ſhould longer afford any 
revenue at all; therefore, ſays he, if, inſtead of farming 
the province, as I did laſt year, at a fixed jumma of fifteen 
lacks, you will give it me in Amdny at thirty-eight lacks, I 
will try whether I cannot collect that ſum; and to this moſt 
extraordinary propoſition the Miniſter agrees. At the ex- 
piration, however, of the term, the Aumil being in ba- 
lance thirteen lacks (of the Company's aſſignment alone, 
which was originally no more than twenty - ſeven) he fairly 
tells me that he has paid all the country will yield; and, 
having held it in Amauny, he is accountable for no more. 
Before this doctrine be admitted, IJ would aſk him one 
queſtion : If thoſe diſtricts, which laſt year paid fifty lacks, 
can only pay twenty-five lacks this year (which is the fact, 
at leaſt if he is to be believed, and ſuppoſing the Com- 
pany's balance to be the only balance) have not you had the 
management of them during the whole time? and do you 
attempt to juſtify your preſent failure by urging the 1m- 
poveriſhed ſtate of the country, of which you, and you 
alone, have been the cauſe by your rapacit ? Yet this, 


Gentlemen, is the reaſoning which the Miniſter not only 
. liſtens 
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liſtens to from Khavgah-Ain-ul-Deen, but repeats after 
him to me, as an excuſe for his enormous balance. 
I have the honour to be, 50 
with the higheſt reſpect, 
| Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 
Lucknow, 4 Your moſt *. 
Aug. 1783. humble ſervant, 
30th | P mw JOHN BRISTOW, 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 
A true copy. h 
E. Hav, | 
Actg. Sec. to the Secret Department, 


Tranſlation of a Letter from Mahomed Cawzem Cawn, 
dated 26th of Shawbaun 119;,. Hig. or the 27th July 
1783, to Mr. Briſtow. 


beg leave to inform you, that the day on which Major 
Cook and arrived at Barelly, Khauge 
Ein ul Deen's fears operating upon him, he depoſited ſe- 
cretly with three ſeveral bankers fax lacks of rupees, in or- 
der to its being remitted to Panniput, his native place, 
As ſoon as I was informed of this tranſaction, I made par- 
ticular enquiry ; and finding it had been truly repreſeated, 
I now acquaint vou with it, as a matter of the firſt im- 
portance. You will be ſo obliging as to peruſe this letter 
vourlſelf, that no perſon may come to a knowledge of its 
contents. The names of the bankers above-mentioned are 
as follows: viz. | | 

Bukſhy Ram and Co, 

 Huſbunſlaul and Co. 

Keyſoozawy and Co. 

Upon the cover of the above letter was the following : 

It is neceſſary you ſhould open this addreſs and peruſe it 
yourſelf, to prevent its contents tranſpiring. | | 


Tranflation of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg 
 Cawn ; dated the 29th Shaubaun 1197, Hig. or goth 


July 1783. 


I have juſt received authentic intelligence, that Khauje 
Ein-ud-Dein has bad intentions : I before intimated my 
{ſuſpicions to you on this head. It is neceſſary that what- 
ever is to be done with reſpe& to Rohilcund, ſhould be 
done quickly, and without further delay. In cafe his Ex- 
cellency purpoſes to ſet off to-morrow, it will be proper 
to — he will defer his departure till the day after. 15 
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ſo obliging as to let me ſee you either to-night or to- mor- 
row, that we may in concert determine upon the meaſures 
to be adopted on this occaſion. As the contents of this 
letter are of an important and ſecret nature, I have for 
more ſecurity ſent it by my own Munſhy Mahomed 
Zanker. 


Mr. Briſtow's Munſhy returned with a verbal anſwer, 
That the Miniſter would wait upon him the next morning. 
They had an interview accordingly, on the 31ſt of July 
1783, —Mr. Briſtow called upon Hyder Beg Cawn to fur- 
niſh him with his ſentiments in writing, reſpecting Khauje 
Ein-ud-Dien, agreeable to which Mr. Briſtow would for- 
ward inſtructions to Major Cook. The Miniſter, on his 
return home, ſent him the followinu letter: 


Tranſlation of a Letter from Hyder Beg Cawn to Mr. 
Briſtow, dated the 1ſt of Rumzaun 1197, or the 31ſt 


July 1783. 


However human nature ſhall have been put to the teſt, 
yet, when doubts again ariſe, without trial there can be no 
confidence. If you pleaſe, I will direct Khauje-Ein-ud- 
Dien's agent to inform his maſter, that the ſeaſon of the 
collections being at an end, and his Naibs at the different 
Rations, he ſhould leave his ſon at Barelly, and come him- 
ſelf, by Dawk, to Lucknow. I mentioned this in the 
conjectural, though predominating hope, that he will come, 
and ſo all ſuſpicions may ceaſe ; and not from any inten- 
tion to countenance him, as I am ready to conform-to your 
orders implicitly : If he does not come, then there will be 
good cauſe for ſuſpicion, and then we ſhould be. particu- 
larly watchful of him. If you ſhould approve of his leav- 
ing his ſon, and repairing alone to Lucknow, you will be 
ſo obliging as to apprize the Major not to oppoſe his com- 
ing; and, at the ſame time, ſecretly to youu his ſon, until 
the arrival of Khauje-Ein- ud-Dien at Lucknow. Theſe, 
Sir, are my ſentiments ; if they correſpond with yours, [ 
beg you will let me know, that I may direct his agent ac- 
cordingly. In the mean time, the departure of Juggernaut 
and Maha Raja Surut Sing need not to be delayed—Let 
theſe Gentlemen go—It is not neceſſary that they ſhould 
be ſtopped till the anſwer of Khauje Ein ud Dien arrive. 
Theſe Gentlemen will go according to your directions. If 
Khauje Ein ud Dien means fair, he will alſo come —At 
all events, the letter you will write to the Major, to be 
upon his guard, will in either caſe be effectual. 


Mr. 


”Y 
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Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn, in reply ; dated the 24 
Rumzaun, or 1ſt Auguſt 1783. 


T have been favoured with your letter relative to the call 
of Khauje Ein ud Dien to Lucknow; and ] have written 
to Major Cook, not to oppoſe the Khauja's coming to the 
preſence, and to keep a ſecret watch over him. Sir, what 
intelligence I receive, I immediately communicate it to 
vou; and I now ſend you a copy of Mahomed Cawzim 
Cawn's letter, which I ſhewed.Fou yeſterday. It appears 
from that letter, that Khauje Ein ud Dien is remitting a 
very large ſum out of the Vizier's dominions, though he 
is, at this very time, in balance to the Company to the 
amount of fixteen lacks of rupees; add to this, the arbi- 
trary fines which, in conjunction with Chyne Sake, he im- 
poſed upon the merchants and traders, and the oppreſſions 
which he committed on the inhabitants, inſomuch that the 
annual Jumma of Rohilcund is diminiſhed one half. 
Having received previous advice of the conduct and prac- 
tices of Khauje Ein ud Dien, I give you notice, that, 
having immediately repreſented to his Highneſs what was 
proper to be done, you might execute it without delay. I 
cannot here, Sir, help teſtifying my ſurprize at an expreſ- 
fron which ſtil] recurs in all your letters, viz.  ** That 
«© whatever are my orders, you will perform them.” —T he 
truth, Sir, is this; that, whether in reſpe& of the choice 
of Aumils, in making the preſent year's ſettlement, or in 
any other meaſures whatever, I neither have, nor will I, 
give any orders, On the other hand, where the welfare of 
his Highneſs the Nabob's affairs, and the Company's, are 
concerned, I have ſtill tendered my opinion and advice, 
pointing out the propriety or impropriety. Yau, Sir, have 
made ſuch arrangements, that the reſponſibility of no one 
meaſure reſts upon me. With reſpe& to the ſummoning 
K haje Ein ud Dein, and the departure of Raja Surut Sing 
and Raja Jaggernaut, it reſts, Sir, entirely with you. Be 
ſo obliging, when you have conſulted his Highneſs's plea- 
ſure, to inform me of it. I beg to make one obſervation, 
and it 1s this; that whatever you determine, ſhould be car- 
ried into execution without delay; the neceſſity of the 
cale, I think, requires this: Every aſſiſtance that depends 
upon me I am ready to afford you. If you ſhould not ap- 
prove the orders that have been ſent to Major Cook, I will 
ſend ſuch others as you may be pleaſed to require,—Y ou 
are pleaſed to ſay, that the ſeaſon of the collections is paſt, 
rue, Sir; but, from the delay which has attended the 
making of the ſettlement, the time of cultivation, as far 
as reſpects the Kurreiff harveſt, is already paſt, and that 


of the Rubby is elapſing. No one diſtri has yet been 
\ arranged; 
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arranged ; and many of the Aumils, which with my pri- 
vity you have made choice ot, are ſtill waſting their time 
idly at Lucknow. It is my opinion, the ſooner both the 
new and old Aumils are diſmiſſed to the care and charge of 
their reſpective diſtricts, the more advantageous it will be 
to the Sircar, I have the pleaſure to incloſe you a draft of 
a letter which I have prepared in anſwer to thoſe received 
from Khauje-Ein ud Dien; and I am to beg you will in- 
form me whether it meets your approbation, as in that 
event I mean to diſpatch it to-night, 


Draft of a Letter from _ Briſtow to Khavge Ein ud 
| ien. 


I have lately received ſeveral of your letters, which I have 
not, from multiplicity of bufineſs, yet anſwered, A reply 
to one of them, in particular, in which you enquire con- 
cerning your diſmiſſion or confirmation in office, was ne- 
ceſſary. The caſe is this, that there is no remedy for the 
calamities of the Heavens; and no one can compel you to 
anſwer for the balance of revenue due from you, except” 
after examination into it, Whatever is juſt will be done. 
It is requiſite that you communicate the circumſtances to 
me in the moſt particular manner; and you will at this time 
make me conſiderable remittances, by which you will ren- 
der a ſervice to yourſelf, and afford me ſatis faction. 


Hyder Beg Cawn, in Reply; dated 2d Rumzaun, or 1ſt 
Auguſt, 1783. 


J have been honoured by the receipt of your letter. I 
am obedient to your commands reſpecting the Aumils. 
I have bitherto conducted myſelf in conformity to your di- 
rections, and ſhall continue ſo to do. I make no evaſions. 
Whenever you have ſpoken to me about Khauje Ein ud 
Dien, I have always repreſented to you, that, during three 
years he has been in employment, he has always paid to the 
laſt farthing ; that this year the country is in amany. 
Khauje Ein ud Dien complains of drought; and he has 
ſeveral times made it his requeſt to you, to take his ac- 
counts, ſhewing the actual collections. You, Sir, are the 
maſter, and will do juſtice according to your pleaſure. 
Khauje Ein ud Dien claims deductions on account of the 
want of rain. Mahomed Khanzem Cawn has done the 
ſame on account of his diſtrict. The latter, upon a con- 
dition that the periodical rains do not fail, has offered an 
increaſe upon his laſt year's Jumma. Khauje Ein ud Dien 
upon the ſame terms propotes to enter into engagements for 
the next four years, Euery man makes ſuch propoſals as 

he 
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he thinks fit. To reject or approve them, is the province 
of the ſuperior. I have never yet, nor will I recommend 
Khauje Fin ud Dien ; becauſe in money matters I ſhew no 
favour to any /perſon. The ſame claims of deductions, 
and freſh offers of the ſame nature with thoſe made 

K hauje Ein ud Dien, have been preferred by Mahomed 
Cauzem Cawn. Whenever you have mentioned to me 
your ſuſpicions of Khauje Ein ud Dien's fidelity, I obſerved, 
that in time paſt he had never been charged with any cir- 
cumſtance of ingratitude—that this world being fallible, it 
was impoſhble to develope the ſecret heart, or be anſwera- 
ble for the actions of any one—and circumſpection is re- 
quired. With reſpect to the arbitrary fines exacted by 
Khauje Ein ud Dien, I repreſented to you what he ad- 
vanced on that ſubject: He has, in conſequence of them, 
been diſmiſſed, agreeable to your orders, and Rajah Surat 
Sing appointed, who waits only for a lucky moment to ſet 
off. In conſequence of the ſecret intelligence received from 
Mahomed Cauzim Cawn, relative to Khauje Ein ud Dien, 
I propoſed, if it ſhould be agreeable to you, to direct his 
agent to give him notice to repair to the preſence, Should 
he come, what courſe you pleaſe may be taken with him, 
and his coming will remove all ſuſpicions reſpecting his 
fidelity. For the reſt, I neither pretend to anſwer for his 
intentions, or do I mean to recommend him for employ- 
ment; If he heſitates to come to Lucknow, the orders 
which have been ſent to * Major Cook, to be on his guard, 
will be ſufficient, as the Major will take care to execute 
them. As far as I have been informed, I have made you 
acquainted with the perſons who intimidate and caſt re- 
proach upon others : . In the end, the conduct of each will 
be known to you. You inform me, chat “ from the de- 
& lay which has attended the making the fettlement, the 
& ſeaſon of cultivation, as far as it refpects the-Kurrnf, is 
already paſt, and that the Rubby is elapſing; that no one 
« diſtrict is yet ſettled, and that ſeveral of the new Aumils 
&« are idling away their time at Lucknow ;—and that it is 
% adviſeable, for the good of the Sircar, that both the new 
« and old Aumils ſhould be diſmiſſed to the charge of their 


* The orders here referred to were never ſent, tho' prepared. 
The Refident waited for Hyder Beg's opinion on the draft of the 
letter he propoſed writing to Khauje Ein ud Dien, intending to 
incloſe it in that to Major Cook. ( Vide the draft.) Hyder 
Beg did not give his opinion until the ſucceeding day, and, 
in doing it, he materially altered the inftruttions to Major 
Cook. Hyder Beg to Mr. Briſtow, dated the 3d of Rum- 
_ ; and Mr, Briſtow to Major Cook, dated the 2d of Auguſt, 
1783. | | 

1 6 reſpective 
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4 ref} N diſtricts. How am I to reply to theſe matters, 
conſif ently with the reſpect I owe you ?—With every poſ- 
ſible demonſtration of duty and reſpect towards you, I am 
perpetually attentive to the intereſts of the Strcar. Many 
of the new Aumils are already gone. Thoſe who remain 
are buſied in their affairs. They have in reality diſpatched 
their Naibs. None of them have been detained by me. 
In the duties of reſpect I am ever more deficient. * I have 
ſubmitted to you what has hitherto been the cuſtom and 
practice of this country. It is not for me to force the re- 
petition upon you. In the end, you will have an oppor- 
tunity of putting my repreſentations to the teſt, as you will 
thoſe of intereſted and deſigning perſons, who, in order to 
criminate me, miſrepreſent and falſify eftabliſhed rules. I 
am implicitly obedient to your commands: I evade not.— 
You obſerve to me, that the accounts of no one diſtrict 
are yet progres The delay proceeds from the new Aumils, 
who urge that they have not yet aſcertained the real value 
of their reſpective diſtricts. Such accounts as you may re- 
quire of any particular diſtrict, I will furniſh. With re- 
ſpe& to the deductions which have been granted this year 
on account of dronght, I am in hopes, if the preſent pe- 
riodical rains prove favourable, to make it good from the 
old Aumils, by the increaſe which I have now in contem- 
plation, It has been the cuſtom for the reſpective Aumils 
io furniſh the account receipts and balances in OQober. 
This it is that occafions them to poſtpone it, except a few, 
who laſt year fell in balance one half, notwithſtanding they 
could not plead want of rain, and who now ſeek to ſettle 
at a reduced Jumma, and, in this intention, call their own 
private intereſt the intereſt of the public. In matters of 
this kind, ſo deſtructive to the intereſts of the Sircar, I 
cannot but heſitate. With refpeCt to the old Aumils, what- 
ever orders oy may pleaſe to give, I ſhall make no evaſion, 
but cauſe them reſpectively to prepare the Jumma Wauſel 
Bauky. The preparation of accounts need not be pro- 
ductive of delay: It is only where the well-being of the 
Sircar is concerned, that I heſitate, As ſoon as I ſhall 
have aſcertained the real ſtate of the ſeveral diſtricts, I will 

Tt them to you, In the end, Sir, theſe things will be 
evident to you. I am obedient, and ready to perform 
whatever you may direct. You are pleaſed to obſerve, that 
I have made ſuch arrangements, that the reſponſibility of 
no one meaſure reſts with you. I muſt confeſs I do not 
rightly underſtand the meaning. of this obſervation. The 
arrangements I have made, are in ſtrict contormity to that 
duty and reſpe& I owe you. Hitherto, whatever you have 


* Exreſſed ironically in the original, 


been 
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been pleaſed to direct, with reſpect to the Aumils, T have 
performed, and fo ſhall continue to do. I can never fail 
in obedience and fidelity, Other circumſtances, which are 
too prolix, for a written addreſs, I ſhall communicate when 
J have the honour to ſee you. If the reaſons I have, to 
the beſt of my poor capacity, repreſented for poſtponing 
the Jumma Wauſel Bauky of the old Aumils, ſhould meet 
vour approbation, I ſhall be happy ; if not, ſuch as you 
may require, I will cauſe to be prepared immediately, In 
no one circumſtance of duty or reſpe& am I deficient, 


Mr. Briſtow, in Reply to Hyder Beg Cawn, dated 3d 
5 umzum. 


J have had the honour to receive vour letter of the 2d 
inſtant, on the ſubject of Khauje Ein ud Dien, Mirza 
„% Mahomed Cauzem Cawn, and the adjuſtment of the 
« accounts of the ſeveral Aumils.” I do not mean to be 
the advocate of Mirza Mahomed Cauzem Cawn. Be 
pleaſed, Sir, to act in the manner that ſhall ſeem to you 
moſt juſt and proper. ** You tell me, that the new Au- 
mils plead the want of a true knowledge of the actual 
«* ſtate of their diſtricts; and with reſpect to the old ones, 
« you are in hopes that, if the periodical rains are fa- 
% vourable, you ſhall be able to ſettle for the increaſe you 
* have now in contemplation.” To my judgment it ap- 
pears, that to ſettle the charges of the ſeveral Aumils at 
this time, is a meaſure which will be attended with great 
advantage to Government. The ſettlement of the Jumma 
of the diſtricts may afterwards take place in October, as 
you propoſe. though I cannot myſelf approve the leaving 
it in ſuſpenſe. You are pleaſed to inform me, that it has 
been uſual to ſettle the Wauſel Bauky in October. As 
you, Sir, are perfectly acquainted with the cuſtoms and 
habits of this country, and experienced in the mode of 
conducting the affairs of it, and as you aſſure me to ſettle 
the Jumma in the month of October is beſt, it is impoſ- 
ſible that I ſhould oppoſe my opinion to your experience. 
Io you, Sir, belongs the reſponſibility of the meaſure, I 
have the pleaſure to incloſe you a liſt of the diſtrits not yet 
arranged, by way of memorandum ; and I am to requeſt, 
when you have leiſure, you will be ſo obliging as to furniſh 

me with a liſt of the diſtricts upon which you mean this 
year to give aſſignments for the payment of his Highneſs's 
"perſonal expences, and the claims of the Company. | 


Hyder 
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Hyder Beg Cawn in Reply, dated 3d Rumzaun. 


I have been honoured. by the receipt of your letter. 
Having repreſented to you the objections made by the new 
Aumils to the immediate ſettlement of the Wauzel Bauky, 
from their ignorance of the real ſtate of their reſpective 
diſtrits ; and having 1 you with the increaſe 
which, if the ſeaſon is favourable, I propoſe upon the 
diſtrits of the old Aumils; you are plealed to obſerve, 
that it would be for the advantage of Government, that an 
adjuſtment of the charges of the ſeveral Aumils ſhould take 

lace immediately ; and that afterwards, as I propoſe, the 

umma might be ſettled in the month of October, though 
the keeping it in ſuſpenſe was contrary to your opinion, 
In your letter of yeſterday, you directed the Jumma Wauſel 
Bauky accounts ſhould be ſettled : In anſwer, I repreſented, 
as above, the objections, as they regarded the new and the 
old Aumils reſpectively. Had you, Sir, been pleaſed to 
direct the adjuſtment of the account charges, I could have 
had no objection, as thoſe accounts are in actual prepara- 
ration by the Aumils themſelves. They have delivered in 
their requiſitions, and I am — in making the ne- 
ceſſary enquiries of the officers of Government with reſpe& 
to the 2 of each, agreeable to thoſe requiſitions. 
Having prepared the charges, collections, and Mutteyunna 
accounts, I ſhall lay them before you for your approbation, 
as I have already done by the claims of Mahomed Shuffy 
Cawn ; others are preparing. The account charges of 
the laſt year's Aumils for that year I have already preſented 
to you; and I am to requeſt you will determine upon the 
increaſe and deductions to be allowed, that I may inform 
the ſeveral Aumils, This diſcuſſion may certainly be en- 
tered upon immediately; and, as is cuftomary, is indeed 
already in train. The expediency, or otherwiſe, of the 
ſettlement which I propoſe to the Jumma Wauſel Bauky 
in October, will appear, from the reaſons which I have 
aſhgned at length. ith reſpect to what you ſay relative 
to the evils of delay, it is not for me, who am obedient to 
your orders, to combat your ſentiments. If it pleaſe the 
King to fay it is night at noon day, ſubſcribe to the doc- 
trine, and fay, Behold the moon and planets. I ſhall lay 
before you liſts of the old and new Aumils, with the J um- 
ma to be paid by each, fixed agreeable to the ſettlement of 
the Phuſſulla 1199; and I will direct the officers to 
prepare the Jumma Wauſel Bauky accounts, accordingly 
to the Jumma you may derermine upon, and ſend them 
for your inſpection. The aſſignments of the Company 1 
am very ready to ſettle, in the manner and at the time moſt 
agreeable to you. I will do —=_ the pleaſure to furniſh 

Vor. IV, | you 


294 Papers relating to Charges IV. and XVI. 


you with a liſt of the ſeveral diftrits , occupied by the new 
Aumils ; and when you have ſelected ſuch. as you approve 
for the Company's aſſignment, I ſhall make them the firſt 
object of my attention. In this reſpe& I have no objection 
to make. When J have the honour to ſee you to-morrow, 
I will inform you of the diſtricts to which it yet remains to 
appoint Aumils, and act in conformity to your directions in 
that particular. | vl 


Hyder Beg Cawn to Mr. Briftow, dated 3d Ramzaun. 


I 'was yeſterday favoured with the draft of your letter, 
addrefled to Khauje Ein ud Dien, which I detained in the 
expectation of the pleaſure of ſeeing you; but as illneſs 
has prevented me from waiting upon you to day, I take this 
* ua of requeſting that you will be ſo obliging as to write 
to Khauje Ein ud Dien in the terms of the draft, which is 
excellent. As Khauje Ein ud Dien is a very large ſum in 
balance, it is neceſſary to take every poſſible means for the 
collection of the monies due (in money matters I favour no 
perſon). As ſelf- intereſted perſons, both far and near, 
make it their buſineſs to intimidate Khauje Ein- ud-Dien, 
and as Mahomed Kauzem Cawn would hardly have given 
the information he has given without proper enquiry, un- 
der theſe circumſtances, it is expedient both to give . 
Ein- ud-Dien the encouragement which your letter holds 
out to him; and alſo that, till the arrival of Maha Raja 
Surut Sing, he be kept in hand; for, as I ſaid before, 
money is due from him, However Khauje Ein-ud-Dien 
may have for years paſt approved, his, fidelity, yet, for the 
reaſons above aſſigned, there is cauſe of ſuſpicion ; and cir- 
cumſpeRion is neceſſary and proper, till he ſhall appear in 
the preſence. Other matters I will communicate, when I 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing you to-morrow. . 

Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn, in Reply, dated 3d 


Rumzaun. 


I have been honoured by the receipt of your letter, ap- 
proving the draft of mine to Khauje Ein-ud-Dien, which 
ſubmitted to you. If you are informed of the time Raja 


Surut Sing propoſes to ſet off, you will oblige me by letting 
me know 1t. | | 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow to Major William 


Cook, or the Officer commanding at Barelly, dated ad 
Auguſt, 1783. | | 


From intelligence I have lately received, it appears that 
Khavje Ein- ud Dien was alarmed at ycur arrival at ny, 
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and at the report circulated about his diſmiffion, and is in 
conſequence taking ſteps to remit his property out of the 
Vizier's dominions ; particularly that he had negociated 
bills of exchange on Paunniput, to the amount of ſix lacks 
of rupees, with the following Bankers, viz. Buxhyram, 
Ruttun Chund Buxhyram, Huſbenſe Lall, and Geeworay 
Hurſance. Suppoſitions are entertained, that he may here- 
after abſcond from the Vizier's dominions. His Highneſs 
has certainly reſolved on diſmiſſing him, though his reſolu- 
tion is not yet made public by authority; in order, how- 
ever, to give Khauje Ein ud Dien every aſſurance in my 
power, that he may expect ſtrict juſtice, I take the liberty 
to incloſe a letter to him from myſelf, with a copy for your 
information. The heavy balance of fixteen Jacks of ru- 
pees, due on account of the Honourable Company's aſſign- 
ments on him, renders the treatment of Khavje Ein ud 
Dien a matter of great importance, and it therefore be- 
comes neceſſary that you ſhould inform yourſelf particularly 
concerning his fituation ; and if you could ſecure his perſon 
without tumult, in the event of this meaſure being deter- 
mined upon by the Vizier, every arrangement to afford 
you aſſiſtance will be previouſly taken, by the neceſſary or- 
ders being given to the officers of his government in Ro- 
hilcund. . 

I have apprized you of theſe circumſtances in confidence, 
and muſt requeſt that you will conceal them from the know. 
ledge of any perſon ; but at the ſame time watch the con- 
duct of Khauje Ein ud Dien, and inform me of any par- 
ticulars that ſhould come to your knowledge in corrobora- 
tion of the above circumſtances, 

* | = 
Extract of a Lettter from Mahomed Cauzim Khan to Mr, 
Briſtow, dated 3d Rumzaun, or 2d Auguſt, 1783. 


I leave to repreſent to you, Sir, that the Collector- 
ſhip of the Cutwauly of Moradabad has for a length of 
time been'united to that of the Cuſtoms under Nutta Khan, 
and is at this time included in his general agreement with 
Government: yet, eight months tince, in the Fuſſully 
year 1190, Khauje Ein ud Dien, for the purpoſe of im- 
poſing arbitrary fines and taxes upon all ranks, deprived 
Nutta Khan of the above Collectorſhip, and transferred it 
to Molovy Burkut Ullaw, and Chein Sake; who, in con- 
junction, and in the ſpace of eight months, as above men- 
tioned, paid into Khauje Ein ud Dien's Treaſury Rs. 
1,16,475, the amount of arbitrary taxes alone, which they 
had levied: (excluſive of other impoſitions) in the diſt icts 
of Moradabad, Aumzoha, Sumbul, and Chundoſſy Gunge. 
I have the honour to incloſe you a detail ſtatement of theſe 

| 1 | arbitrary 
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arbitrary taxes, as ſigned by Chien Suke, and the Chaudres, 
2nd con. A the ſeal of the Cauzy of Moradabad. I have 
alſo tranſmitted a copy of the above ſtatement to Hyder Beg 
Cawn, which bears as ſmall a proportion to the extent of 
theſe practices, and the miſerable ſituation of the inhabi- 
tants of this country, as a handful of wheat does to the 
ſtack from which it has been plucked. Since upon this 
average we were to eſtimate the arbitrary taxes impoſed on 
the diſtrict of Rohilcund, they would not fall ſhort of fif- 
teen lacks of rupees. 


Mr. Brifow to Hyder Beg Cawn, dated 6th Rumenun, 
| or 5th' Auguſt, 1783. 


J have juſt received a repreſentation from Mahomed 
Cauzem Cawn, with an account of the arbitrary taxes 
collected by Chein Suke, in conjunction with Molovy Bur- 
kututa; the amount paid into the Treaſury of Khauje Ein 
ud Dien by thoſe perſons alone, is ſtated at 1,16, 470, ru- 
pees, and #s exacted from the inhabitants of all ranks at 
the following places: Maradabad, Amroe, Sumbul, and 
Chundoſſy Gunge. The amount is figned by Chine Suke, 
and the Choudries of Moradabad, and has the ſeal of the 
Cauzy affixed, A copy of it has been tranſmitted to you. 
The oppreſſions and exactions of Khauje Ein ud Dien are 
by it explained and made known. If any orders for the 
detention of Chein Suke ſhall have been iſſued by order of 
his Excellency, you will oblige me by furniſhing me with 
a tranſcript * them. | | 25 


Hyder Beg Cawn to Mr. Briſtow, in Reply, dated the 6th 
| Rumzaun, or 5th Auguſt, 1783, 


I have been honoured by the receipt of your letter: I alſo 
have received a ſtatement from Mahomed Cauzem Cawn of 
arbitrary taxes levied by Khauje Ein ud Dien. I had be- 
fort the honour of acquainting you, that J had received a 
letter from Mahomed Cauzem Cawn on this ſubject; 

' where he informed me that Chim Suke had made a declara- 
tion relative to the impoſition of ſuch taxes, and that he 
was Preparing, and would furniſh, me with the amount. 
That very day, I ſent directions to Mahomed Cauzem 
Cawn to detain Chein Suke, and to keep a regiſter of the 
perſons pointed out by him as having been concerned in le- 
vying arbitrary taxes, that an enquiry might take place; 
and that thoſe who were convicted might be obliged to re- 
fund. I expect an anſwer from him the day after to- mor- 
row; in the mean time J ſhall be obliged to you, if you 
will write to him not to diſcharge Chein Suke. Other mat» 

ters 


| * " i | 
ters I ſhall have the honour of ſtating to you to-morrow. 
It is neceſſary and highly proper to examine him, and 


every one who is guilty of neglecting the affairs of Go- 
vernment, 2 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow to Major William 
= commanding in Rochilcund, dated gth Auguſt, 
1783. | 


I have delivered this letter to Raja Surut Sing, who is 
appointed by the Nabob Vizier to the ſuperintendance of 
the province of Rohilcund, in the place of Khauje Ein ud 
Dien. The Raja will apply to you for aſſiſtance in the 
diſcharge of the duties of his office, and I am to requeſt that 
you will grant it to him. I have particularly recommend- 
* it to the Raja, to ſhew you the attention due to your 
ſtation. | 


Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn, dated rich Rumzaun, 
or 10th Auguſt, 1783. 


Be pleaſed to inform me, now that Maha Raja Surut 
Sing has received a Kelaut from the preſence, upon what 
plan the buſineſs is arranged, and of the authorities and 
matters entruſted to his management, i 


Hyder Beg Cawn, in reply, dated 11th Rumzaun, or 10th 
1 g Auguſt, 1783. 


I am favoured with your letter. Khauje Ein ud Dien 
is diſmiſſed from all his offices; Maha Raja Surut Sing is 
to go. If it be your pleaſure, let orders be iffued to the 
Maha Raja, that he ſhould appoint thoſe perſons with 
whom the inhabitants are ſatisfied. You enquire of me, 
now that Maha Raja Surut Sing has received a kelaut 
4 from the preſence, upon what plan the buſineſs is ar- 
ranged, and the authority and matters entruſted to his 
„ m:nagement?” I repreſent, that it is upon the plan 
you have formed. Maha Raja Surut Sing 1s obedient to 
Four orders; he will obey you in whatever you may direct. 


Copy of a Letter from Major Cook to Mr. Briſtow, dated 
Barelly, 7th Auguſt, 1783, 


I duly received your letter, of date th inſtant, dated 24 
preſent. month, and be aſſured the contents ſhall remain a 
profound ſecret. On my arrival at this place, the Thauje 
to be much alarmed ; and it is tiue that reports 

were ſpread of his diſmiſhon, which now and then ſtill as 
propagated. In regard to the firſt part of the above, 1 im- 
| | 13 Pute 


* 
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pute his fears on account of the mutiny ; and the latter, as 

he had obſerved to me, having ſome enemies writing to 
Lucknow againſt him, and not having the leaſt idea of ſuch 
meaſure having been in agitation, I ſuppoſe ſuch reports 
without foundation. Recollect his requeſting me to write 
to you in his favour, for he had often wrote, but to no 
purpoſe ; and that he intended proceeding to Lucknow in 
the courle of twenty or five-and-twenty days: This con- 
verſation, I believe, happened ten or twelve days ago. It 
now ſtrikes me, in caſe he ſhould prepare to offer to pro- 
ceed from hence, what ſteps to take. 

Having had daily complaints from the Bannians, &c. 
of my camp, who go to purchaſe grain, of their being do- 
tained, and even were made priſoners, by the Khauje's 
people at Pellibeat; on which circumſtance, and other mat- 
ters concerning the finiſhing cantonements (which are very 
forward) that morning. ſome hours prior to receiving your 
letter, I had requeſted of the Khauje to fee him at my quar- 
ters. He came the next day, after ſome heſitation, and 
found him in ſome degree alarmed on coming in; and 
ſoon, atter ſome converſation, gave me ſome hints, that 
the letter you wrote him had been dated five days prior to 
my ſending it (which was on the 5th, the ſame day yours 
came to hand); and that there was a native Dawłk for ſuch 
letters, and an Engliſh one for Europeans. On his re- 
mark, I could not help remarking to him, whether he 
imagined I had detained his letter, or taken it from the 
other Dawk. He then obſerved, in what manner he was 
to forward his anfwer, through me, or by his Dawk? I 
told him, which every way he liked. Knowing your ſen- 
timents, made me act with the greateſt caution, though 
ſuch ſuſpicion hurted me much. | 

In regard to ſeizing his perſon, I imagined I could do it 
without much tumult, particularly as this month is the 
Muſſulman's holyday ; and he is now generally at his gar- 
den, and an open place at ſome. diſtgnce from Barelly. 

As to the remittances, I muſt take time to make the pro- 
per enquiries z. as I muſt be very careful how I ad in that 
reſpeQ, for fear it ſhould be found out, or come ſęcretly to 
his knowledge. 

I incloſe you a lift of his excellency the Vizier's troops 
at this ftation, alſo of the Khauje's in different parts of Ba- 
telly, as I am informed, which I believe I may depend 
upon. Should his H xcellency the Vizier reſolve to diſmiſs 
the Aumil, I could with the letters, ſent to the different 
officers commanding his troops at this tation, were convey- 
ed through me. By that means, I could take ſuch ſtep, that 
ſuch letters would be delivered a ſhort time before I carried 
my plan into execution, particularly thoſe to Ajub Sing — 


* 
* 
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Ally Rajab Beg, the two commandants of the Vizier's bat - 
tations; allo thoſe to Meer ab Cawn and Agy Derab Cawn, 
two two Jemmadars, commanding a body of horſe. 


Lift of Troops. 
> Viziers. Number of horſe. 
Meer Abdula Cawn — Jemmadar 250 Barelly. 
Azy Derab Cawn — Do. 2co Do. 
Mirza Madara Beg — — 75 Do. 
Jaffier Cawn, and } Jemmadars in our com- | 
Purdull Cawn, J mand _ 200 Do. 
/ | Battalions. 
Auzub Sing, commandant — —  - 4 or 500 
Ally Rajah Beg, Do. — — Do. De. 


One hundred horſe with the Khajah as Orderlies. 


K hauja's Troops. 


Meer ab Cawn, Jemmadar 700 Matchlock men, diſ- 
perſed about Barelly. a 
Abdula Cawn Jemmader 
Molby Golam Hyder Do. } 209 hood: 
N. B. I underſtand the Khauja lately diſcharged a num- 
ber of his troops, and daily diſcharged a few. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow to Major Cook, com- 
manding at Barelly, dated 11th Auguſt, 1783. 


I have received your letter of the 7th inſtant, and thank 
u for the information it contains, 
Tue incloſed is a duplicate of my addreſs to you of the gth 
inſtant, Raja Surat Sing ſet off from this place on the 8th, 
and will ſhortly arrive at Barelly, From the aſſurances 
grew me by the Miniſter, I have reaſon to believe Khauje 
in ud Dien will attend at Lucknow, and not give you 
trouble in delivering over charge of his office; but if it 
ſhould be neceſſary to proceed ta extremities with him, I 
ſhall take an early opportunity of apprizing you; in the 
mean time [I requelt you will watch oyer his conduct; and 
until Raja Surat Sing may have completed his commithon, 
you will oblige me by continuing to communicate every in- 
telligence to me, which may come to your knowledge. 


Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn, dated 13th Rumzaun, 
1197, or 12th Auguſt, 1783. 


I have received your letter in anſwer to mine of the 13th 
of Rumzaun, on the ſabje& of my enquires concerning 
T 


the 
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the arrangement of Maha Raja Surat Sing's buſineſs. —The 
words plan and orders,” as relating to me, ſurprize me. 
I have neither formed plans, nor given orders, in the Ro- 
1 buſineſs. | 
he whole is entirely your plan; and the reſponſibility 
reſts with you. Be pleaſed to favour me with copies of the 
ſunnuds, the purwannahs, or the arders, which his High- 
neſs or you may have iſſued concerning the ſaid Raja's 
intment. I encloſe the liſt of the diviſion of the diſtricts 
of Rohilcund with which you furniſhed me. You will oblige 
me with information of the perſons whom you have nomi- 


nated to the vacant diſtricts of Shajehanpore and Buddawan. 


| Lift referred to in the above, 


Diſtricts. Aumils ſed by Hyder Beg Cawn 
on Ktnvie Ein ud Dien's diſmiſfion, 
Barelly, — Ray Goordaws Mull. 
Butty Beet,..-— Fyzoola Beg. 
Caſhypore, — Nunderam. 
Shier Coat, &c, Sheik Currum Ally, and Zeig Chund, 
Mujjily, &c. with ä 
the Diſtricts of f Mirza Mahomed Cauzim. 
Nuttta Cawn, | 
Buddawan, and Shajehanpore, &c. 


Hyder Beg Cawn, in Reply. 


I am favoured with your letter, telling me, That you 

* have not, in the buſineſs of Rohilcund, formed or di- 
* refed any arrangement :—The whole is my act: The 
*« reſponſibility reſts with me.“ I am obedient—except 
by your order, I dare not tranſact any matter. I 
n the firſt place, the Aumils of that province were no- 

- minated by you. - Afterwards, you repeatedly directed a Ge- 
neral Superintendant to be appointed. I repreſented the 
circumſtance to his Highneſs, who ordered that Mirza 
Ahmud Ally, and Amyre Cawn ſhould hold the office, 
and Raja Jaggernout ſhould be their accountant. Another 
lan was, the appointment of Maha Rajah Surat Sing, and 
Raja Jaggernaut. I ſtated the particulars to you; you de- 
cided in favour of the two latter; and they were then ho- 
noured with the Kelaut. This day I repreſented to you, that 
{ſuch inſtructions as you might direct ſhould be given to the 
Aumils: You ordered me to prepare the drafts. Except 
by your direction, or under your inſpection, how could I 
iſſue ſhokas, or purwannahs ?—I will preſent the drafts 
when I have the honour to wait upon you. Whenever 
you may direct me to do it, I ſhall cauſe them to be writ- 
Nr Rhe An — 
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ten. I could not iſſue thoſe to the $ and Raſalladats 
without your orders and inſpection. The originals ac- 
company this letter. The plan of Maha Raja Surat Sing's 
deputation I have explained to you in the preceding part 
of this letter—now let that be done which you may 
direct. I am obedient. I will execute whatever may be 
your orders. To-morrow, when I wait upon you, I will 
repreſent other matters. | 


Copy of a Letter from Major Cook to Mr. Briſtow, dated 
| |  Barelly, 1oth Auguſt, 1783. 


Since my laſt of date jth inſtant, and agreeable to your's 
and the Vizier's inſtructions, I took particular care to have 
the beſt information concerning the Khajah. Yeſterday 
I was informed of his having had many of the Phouzedars 
and Jeramadars, who had paid him large ſums of money; 
and this evening I received information of his intention to 
leave this place ſecretly. He went to his camp an hour 
after ſun+ſet, and every thing was ready for his depar- 
ture; ſome of his own horſes,” and two elephants, about 
a coſs off to wait for him. I ordered two companies to 
go round about, and encamp in the road, to ſtop him; 
and ſeveral peons to watch his motions. I received infor- 
mation of his being ready, and juſt going away. I im- 
mediately ſent him a letter, w ich I had ready wrote, 
wiſhing to ſee him prior to his departure, and he heſitated ; 
but the peon acquainted him of my troops being in mo- 
tion, and two companies in front. He then came, and; 
on my enquiring concerning the ſtep he was going to 
take, he declared he had received a letter from you, di- 
recting him to come. Knowing your ſentiments, I re- 
3-4" to ſee the letter; on which I ſaw him much con- 
fuſed ; and, after ſome time, he declared, not from you, 
but from his Vakeel. On finding him vary, I obſerved 
that I would detain him till 1 heard from you: which I 
have done without the leaſt tumult. If I have erred, it 
was by wiſbing the good of the ſervice. You will greatly 
oblige me by ſending me a letter on the occaſion ; and 
to-morrow | will write you more fully, 


Mr, Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn, dated 14th Rumzaun 
| 1197, or 13th Auguſt 1783. 


I have the draft of the letters which you prepared to the 
addreſs of Major Cook, and Khauje Ein ud Dien, copied 
fair, and encloſe them to you. I trouble you to tell me, 
in plain and explicit terms, whether I ſhall diſpatch the 
laid letters; but I muſt inform you, that ſhould —_— 

Ein 


y % FAY * 
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Ein ud Dien abſcond on his being enlarged, the reſpon 
Hibility will reſt with you. My reaſons for writing in 
this manner, is in conſequence of the following expreſ- 
fion in your propoſed draft of the Engliſh letter to Major 
Cook, viz. ** Leſt by chance, from this event, that is, 
the detention of Khauje Ein ud Deen, doubts ſhould 
« have ariſen in his mind.” Under theſe circumſtances, 
previous to the diſpatch of the letters, it behoves you to 
conſider very maturely, that in leaving his ſons and family 
at Barelly, the appearance of the K hauje at Lucknow 
is by no means certain; becauſe, in the event of his ab- 
ſconding, his engagements would not be made good by 
them. In this caſe, would it not be more adviſeable and 
expedient, having for the preſent detained the ſaid Khauja 
there, you ſhould make ſuch arrangements as ſhall ſecure 
His attendance at the preſence, and the performance of his 
engagements to government, beyond a doubt? This is 
what ſuggeſts itſelf to me, and I have therefore written it 
to you. It is, however, entirely at your option to act as 
ſhall ſeem beft to you, upon reflection. I beg you will 
favour me with your determination. I am ready to give 
you my aſſiſtance, in the execution of it, 


Draft of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow to Major Cook, as 
propoſed by Hyder Beg Cawn. 


Khauje Ein ud Dien left his ſons and family in Barelly, 
and intended to proceed to Lucknow, when you detained 
him. In this caſe, I write you, that you ſhould diſpatch 
him to the preſence, provided he leaves his ſons and family at 
Barelly, giving him every poſſible confidence andencourage- 
ment, as it is not intention to proceed againſt the Khauje, 
except after enquiring, and upon proof. You will ſecretly 
watch the ſons and family of the ſaid Khauje, leaſt by 
chance, from this event, doubts may have ariſen in his mind. 
If he ſhould aſk to bring his ſons and family along with 
him to the preſence, you will tranſmit information of it, 
that the Thauje, with his ſons and family, may afterwards 
be ſent for. | 


Draft of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow to Khauja Ein ud 
Dien, as propoſed by Hyder Beg Cawn. 


J approve the intention you formed of proceeding to the 
preſence ; but as the news of your diſmiſſion was public 
in Rohilcund, and you did not inform the Major of your 
intention, he may have detained you on this account. 
now write to the Major.— Having apprized him, then ſet 


ON ,- 
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off.—Speedily come with confidence to the preſence.— 
Whatever is juſt, that ſhall be done. 


Hyder Beg Cawn to Mr, Briſtow, in Reply. 


I was deſirous of informing you of the circumſtances 
which I had collected from the newſpapers, when I was 
favoured with your letter.— I have received, other intelli- 
rence this day. It appears the Major has confined Khauja 
Fin ud Dien. —In this caſe there is room for conſidera- 
tion.— l before repreſent to you, that ** the ſaid Khauje 
© had not been guilty of ingratitude during a ſeries of 
« years—that people both far and near excite his fears— 
« that if he intended to proceed to the preſence, and left 
& his ſons and family at Barelly, then the doubts con- 
de cerning his fidelity would ceaſe—and that the Major 
« might, until the Khauja's, ſecretly watch his ſons 
« and family. Under thoſe circumſtances, the Major 
« ſhould not have forbid his coming. When the Khauja 
<« ſhall arrive here, you might inflitute a retroſpection 
© into his conduct in any way you pleaſed, and the doubts + 
& of his ingratitude would ceaſe.” 

For inſtance, the Khauja, in proof of his fincerity and 
fidelity, left his ſons and tamily at Bare!ly, and intended 
to proceed to Lucknow, when it ſo happened that the 
Major confined him. It is now, therefore, better that 
he ſhould remain with the Major; and hereafter, what 
you may be pleaſed to direct, and that which is moſt ad- 
viſeable, ſhall be ordered. What people told the Khauja, 
that he ſhould be confined, is now verified. If the Major 
had not put him into confinement, and only forbid his 
marching, there would then have been room to ſay, that 
the Major had cauſed the delay, in expectation of your 
orders. As he is put into confinement, caution becomes 
neceſſary ; events have made it fo; otherwiſe, my opinion 
of his Cncerity and attachment was proved by his leaving 
his ſons and family at Barelly, with an intention of prb- 
ceeding to Lucknow. Now that he is put into confine- 
ment, caution is neceſſary, Let him remain with the 
Major, 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow to Major Cook, com- 
manding at Barelly, dated 13th Auguſt 1783. 


I have received your letter of the 10th inſtant, In the 
abſence of the Nabob Vizier at Fyzabad, I have referred 
the conſideration of the meaſure you followed, of detain- 
ing Khauja Ein ud Dien, to his Highneſs's Miniſter 
Hyder Beg Cawn ; and, as that Miniſter is inveſted _ 
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full powers to act in his behalf, and it is his requeſt to 
me that Khauja Ein ud Dien ſhould remain in confine. 
ment under your charge, I am accordingly to defire your 
compliance. x 
I hope Raja Surat Sing will, by the time this letter 
reaches you, have arrived, and that you will grant him 
your afhitance in preſerving the peace of the province. 
I muſt now recommend to you to continue your en- 
yu_ concerning Khauje Ein ud Dicn's remittances to 
anniput, as particularized in my letter to you of the 2d 
inſtant. 
Incloſed is the Vizier's order to his commanders of ca- 
_ walry, directing them to obcy Raja Surut Sing, the con- 
tents of which ſhould be communicated to the perſons to 
which it relates. The original 1 beg you will deliver to 
the Rajah.,—T alſo incloſe the Vizier's orders to his com- 
mandants, Ajub Sing and Rujjib Ally Beg, in the ſame 
manner, directing them to Yield obedience to Surut Sing; 
which ſhould be immediately ſent to him. 


Copy of his Highneſs the Nabob Vizier's Shoka to Ajub 
Sing and Rujjub Ally Beg; dated the 7th Rumzaun 
1197, or roth Auguſt 1783. 


Raja Surut Sing is appointed from the preſence to make 
the ſettlement of the diſtricts of Barelly, &c. It is re- 
quiſite that day and night you attend the ſaid Raja in the 
diſcharge of your duty, and on every occaſion yield him 
obedience, as I have made him the maſter of that province. 
Thoſe whom he may deem deſerying of their truſts he 
will retain, 


Copy of his Highneſs the Vizier's Shoka to his Com- 
| manders of Cavalry in Barelly, 


Be it known to my commanders of cavalry ſtationed in 
Barelly, &c. that I have appointed Maha Raja Surut Sing 
to make the ſettlement of the diftrits of Barelly, &c. 
I therefore write you, that whomever the Raja may keep 
with him, muſt on no account diſobey his orders, or ne- 
gle& their duty. Thoſe whom he may diſmiſs, will pro- 
ceed to the preſence. | | 
Copy of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn ; 

dated 15th of Rumzaun 1197, or 14th Auguſt 1783. 


I have received your letter, in anſwer to mine of the 
14th o. Rumzaun, and underſtand the contents; agree» 
able to which, I have written to Major Cook. I 

— . a | . t 
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It is requiſite that you diſpatch letters to the Naibs of 
the ſaid Khauja, agreeable to the incloſed lift, giving 


them afſurances and encouragement, that they may conti- 
nue with confidence in the diſcharge of their duty. 


Hyder Beg Cawn, in Reply. 


I have received your letter. Agreeable to your orders, 
and the liſt, I will write letters of the encouragement 
and aſſurance to the Naibs, on the part of Khauje Ein ud 
Dien, that they may continue with confidence in the diſ- 
charge of their duty. | 


Mr, Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn. 


% am favoured with your letter of the 13th of Ram- 
© zaun, in anſwer to mine relative to the nature of Raja 
„ Surut Sing's, and Raja Jaggernaut's appointments of 
« Superintendant, 1 4 with three Purwannahs, ad- 
« dreſſed to Rajub Ally Beg, Agieb Sing, and the com- 
« manders of cavalry ſtationed at Barelly.” Thinking 
the ſaid Purwannahs could not arrive too ſpeedily in Ro- 
hilcund, I have incloſed them in a letter to Major Cook. 

In caſe Maha Raja Surut Sing ſhould have arrived, he 
will deliver them to him ; but it not, he will cauſe them 
to be ſent to the parties above-named, that thus, from 
the beginning, order may be eſtabliſhed. 


Hyder Beg Cawn, in Reyly. 


I have received your favour. Your diſpatching the 
Purwannahs to Major Cook is 2 proper. They will 
be of ſervice in preſerving peace order. 


Copy of a Letter from Major Cook to Mr. Briſtow, dated 
| Barelly, 11th Auguſt 1783. 


I underſtand, by reports in town, though not from aus 
thority I can depend on, that the Khauja was ſuſpected of 
abſconding himſelf, in caſe another Aumil was appointed ; 
ner can I farm an idea at preſent of his intention, or get 
the neceſſary information I could wiſh to have on that 
head: however, I underſtand from himſelf, that he re- 
ceived a letter yeſterday from his Vakeel at Lucknow, in- 
forming him of another perſon having been appointed in 
his room, and on that account he wiſhed to proceed im- 
mediately to Lucknow, he having, prior to that, been 
made to underſtand that he ſhould {till be continued in his 
Preſent appointment.— He (the Khauja) ſolicits me much 
w know if I received any inftruftions concerning detain- 


ing 
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ing him, or of money matters. I wave giving a direct 
. anſwer, and conſtantly reply, my proceedings are on ac- 
count of his attempting to leave this place in a ſecret 
manner, alfo, of his declaring to me having received a 
ſetter from you, directing him to proceed immediately to 
Lucknow, and afterwards having diſavowed having re- 
ceived ſuch a letter; all which circumſtances appeared to 
me in a very ſtrong light, and gave me ſuſpicion of his 
going elſewhere ; therefore was under the neceflity to de- 
tain him, and he to remain near my camp, till I could 
receive the Vizier's orders. I have requeſted him to write 
to you, and ſtill to continue giving his directions concern- 
ing the truſt put in him, till F could hear from you. 
You may now be well aſſured that T ſhall make it my 
buſineſs to get every neceſſary intelligence concerning his 
conduct. i have offered to attend him at his quarters in 
town all day, that he might tranſact his buſineſs, and to 
pitch his tents near my camp, and there to reſide durin 

the night. He declined going to his houſe, and has — . 
his tents, &c. to be pitched for his purpoſe; and nothing 
ſhall be wanting, on my fide, to make it agreeable to him. 
It is now currently reported that Surut Sing, the Nabob's 
Dewan, is appointed Aumil in the Khauja's place, and 
of his having nominated another perſon. to act, which is 
on his way up. I have taken every precaution, in caſe 
any tumult ſhould happen; but I may venture to ſay, 
there is not the leaſt appearance of ſuch taking place; 
however, have to requeſt you will favour me, as ſoon as 
poſſible, with inſtructions regarding the ſtep I have taken, 
and I flatter myſelf will meet with your approbation. 


| Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn, dated the 16th of Rum- 
zaun 1197, or 15th Auguſt 1783. 


The day before yeſterday you favoured me with a lift 
of perſons whom you nominated to the diſtricts of Bud- 
dawan and Shajehanpore, out of which I object to Zyne 
ul Abdine Cawn and Myre Imaun ut Dine. The cha- 
racters of the ſaid perſons are well known. In regard to 
the other J have no objection. It is at your option to 
appoint whom you pleaſe. In caſe it is your pleaſure 
even to appoint Zyne ul Abdine Cawn and Myre Imaun 
ut Dien, do it, though I diſapprove. | 

I entertained hopes, that by the appointment of Raja 
Surut Sing to the office of Superintendant, his Highneſs's 
authority, and the regulation and arrangement of the diſ- 
tricts of Rohilcund, late under Khauje Ein ud Dien, 
might have been eſtabliſhed, From the contents of the 
. drafts of the ſhokas which you prepared for the _— 
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the Raja will have the authority of making the aſſeſſments 
upon the crops ;- where then is the advantage of ſeparate 
Aumils? The old pernicious ſyſtem is confirmed, and, 
inſtead of Aumil, the office is denominated Superintendant. 
The province of Rohilcund- is again to become the ſove- 
reignty of a new Aumil, entruſted with the ſole and un- 
limited power. In my opinion, every Aumil who may 
be appointed ſhould have a ſeparate eſtabliſhment ; his 
Wajeb ul Arz ſhould ſeparately receive his Highneſs's 
ſign manual ; he ſhould be ſeparately reſponſible for the 
revenue, and anſwer for the peace and good order of his 
own diſtricts. | 

The reaſon of Maha Raja Surut Sing's deputation, is 
ewing to Rohilcund being a frontier and diſtant province. 
After the Raja ſhall have received from every Aumil his 
Wajeb ul Arz, and the accounts of his diſtrists, let him, 
after making his on inveſtigations, report upon them to 


the preſence, and whatever may be hereafter ordered, that 


he will do. | 

As you repoſe entire confidence in the Rajah's juſtice 
and integrity, let him be entruſted with authority to de- 
cide the diſputes of Aumils, Zemindars, and the Beiats, 
inhabitants of their diſtricts, &c. concerning their boun- 
daries, that every man may receive juſtice, and that in fu- 
ture * Moſſaderra, according to the uſage of Thauja Ein 
ud Dien, may be totally aboliſhed. 

The troops ſhould be ſubject to the Rajah's authority; 
Allet him ſtation ſuch as are neceſſary with each Aumil. 
In like manner let him act with reſpect to the defence of 
Daranaghurs. The remainder of the troops ſhould re- 
main with the Raja, that they may be detached according 
to the neceſſity of the ſervice ; and that he ſhould, under 
no pretence, make levies of troops, &c. except by orders 
from the preſence. ; agg Hrs | 

I have wrote the drafts of the Shokahs which you have 
prepared, and the Raja's We. v. ul Arz, on one ſide of the 
paper, and what 1 have ſuggeſted, on the other, and incloſe 
them to you, In caſe two or three days be neceſſary to. de- 
termine the arrangements, be pleaſed to addreſs a general 
order to all Khauja Ein ud Dien's Aumils to yield obedi- 
ence.— I have written you what has occurred to me; it is 
at your option to adopt it or not; and whatever plan you 
may reſolve upon, I am ready to give you my aſſiſtance in 
the execution. | ; 


The following is the lift of perſons propoſed by Hyder 
Beg Cawn for Aumils, delivered by him to the Reſident, 
the 13th of Auguſt 178 


* Aruitrary fines, 


Lif: 
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Lift of Perſons propoſed for Aumils of Buddiwan and 
Sbajehanpore.— Whatever may be ordered ſhall be done. 


Every man is deſcribed according to my opinion of his 
abilities.—-W hat may happen upon trial is the teſt, 

Aſhruff Cawn for Buddawan, provided the people be 
ſatisfied with him. 4 

I underſtand by the news-papers, that Azum Ally Cawn, 

the preſent Aumil of Buddawan, &c. has the character of 
being attentive to the cultivation of the country and the 
proſperity of the people. I am myſelf uninformed of his 
conduct as an Aumil, and punctuality in his payments. 

Myre Wujjy ud Dien was formerly employed, and is 
capable of having charge of a country of two or three lacks 
of rupees. | 

Khauja Imaun Oolla Cawn was formerly employed, and 
is capable of having charge of a country of two lacks of 
rupees. | | 

poll Goſtime was formerly employed, and is capable 
of having charge of a country of two lacks of rupees. 

Ray Surroop Sook Sing was formerly employed ; for 
ſome time he held the office of Deputy Cuſtom Maſter of 
Allahabad, and Deputy of the Talooke Futtypore, under 
Roy Curpa and * Roy. It does not ſignify if he be 

given an office of one lack of rupees. 

Zyne ul Abdine Cawn was formerly employed. Now 
let more or leſs, according to your pleaſure, be propoſed 
for him. 

Myre Imaun Ally, capable of the charge of two lacks of 
rupees. . 

Fare Imaun ud Dien was entruſted with the charge of 
a diſtri& of four or five lacks of rupees during the late Vi- 
zier's adminiſtrations Now let it be according to your 
pleaſure. | 3 

The Zemindars are in charge of the Zylla Shawjehan- 
pore, and pay the revenue well.— The particulars are as 
follows: viz. | 
| Shawjehanpore, under Abdal Rhaman. 

Poana, under Bugwunt Sing, | 

Caunt, under Myan Cottob ud Dine. 
Myze Abdulla was formerly. employed, and is capable 
, of having charge of a country of two Jacks of rupees, 


The Wajub ul Arz of Maha Obſervations by Mr. Briſ- 
Raja Surut Sing. tow. 


Agreeable to your High- 
neſs's orders, your two ler- 


vants cheriſhed under your 
' LIun- 


roof, and writers of govern- 
ment, are going to regulate 
the diſtricts of Barelly, &c. 

Be pleaſed to let Aumils 
be appointed from the pre- 
ſence, we will not fail in 
any reſpe&, to the utmoſt of 
our abilities, in our atten- 
tion to the 1 and 
cultivation of the country, 
and will perform our duty as 
well-wiſhers. Hereafter, the 
Aumils are reſponſible for 
the increaſe and decreaſe. 
We think it a higher honour 
to carry the flippers of the 

ſence, than to be inveſted 
with Subadarries. 

Be pleaſed to let orders be 
iſſued to the troops ſtationed 
there, to yield obedience to 
us; and that it is at the Du- 
wan's option, in caſes of 
diſobedience, to retain or 
diſmiſs the parties offending. 


Be pleaſed to let a war- 
rant receive the fign manual, 
granting us the ſame autho- 
rites, with reſpe& to the 
entertaining troops, as Khau- 
ja Ein ud Dein. Excluſive 
of which, be pleaſed to in- 
veſt us with powers of uſi 
the figa manual in our diſ- 
cretion, according to the 
emergency of the ſervice. 

The country belongs to 
the government, and the 
Aumils will be appointed to 
hold their offices in Amaany. 
Be pleaſed to let the allow - 
ances on account of deputies, 
accomptants, writers, and the 
eſtabliſhment of Sebundy, 
receive the ſign manual. 

Be pleaſed to authorize, 
under the ſign manual, a re- 

Vor. IV. 3 
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I underfland, from Raja 
Surut Sing's repreſentation; 


that the Aumils are reſpon- 


fible for the increaſe and de- 


creaſe. It is therefore, in 


m inion, pro the 
ſhould be inveſted with the 
authority in their reſpective 
diſtricts, and the Raja ſhould, 
according to the plan laid 
down in my addreſs to you, 
hold the office of ſuperin- 
tendant of the Aumils ap- 
pointed to the diſtriQts late 
under Khauja Ein ud Dien. 

Very proper, while they 
may remain with the Raja; 
when ſtationed with the Au- 
mils, to yield obedience to 
them. In caſes of tumult 
or war, the Raja may have 
authority to withdraw from 
the Aumils ſuch troops as 
the emergency may require. 
I am uninformed of the 
wers with which Khauja 
in ud Dien was inveſted. 
Be pleaſed to communicate 
them to me, and I will give 
you an anſwer on this ar- 
ticle, 


Theſe concern the Au- 
mils, Such as are required 
will be paſſed in their Waj- 
Jib ul Arz. The Raja may 
have a ſeparate eſtabliſhment 
of the few officers which are 
neceſſary to aſſiſt him in the 


diſcharge of his duty, 


Relates to the Wajjeb ul 
= of the Aumils. | 


310 
miſſion of the beit, fees of 
deputies, of accomptants, 
and of treaſurers deputed to 
the interior parts of the- pro- 
Vince. 

Our expences will be much 
increaſed by our deputation. 
Be pleaſed to fix our falary, 
— the ſign manual, 

Be pleaſed to authorize, 
under the fign manual, the 
family allowances of the Ze- 
mindars and Saghadars, or 
petty Zemindars; the grants 
of money or land in daily 
charity, to 1 under 
the heads of Rooziinadar, 
remiſſions, and the charges 
of collection of the office of 
cuſtoms, — +: 

We are writers of govern- 
ment, If Mahomed Cazem 
thould treat us in the ſame 
manner he has done Khauja 
Ein ud Dien, we ſhould 
ſuffer great diſgrace. On this 
head as it may be ordered. 


Our honour and reputa- 
tion are his Highneſs's gift. 
—We hope they may be ever 
preſerved in your auſpicious 
view. 


Draft of a Shoka to Maha 
Raja Surut Sing, as pro- 
poſed by Hyder Beg Cawn. 


N. and M. having been 
appointed Aumils of the un- 
der-mentioned diſtricts, you 
will canduct the buſineſs 
with chem; and you will 
carefully ſuperintend the con- 
duct of the ſeveral Aumils 


appointed to Barelly diſtrifts, 
&c. You will adjuſt account 
receipts and balances of cach 
Aumil, and tran{mit them E 

6 c 
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Depends on his Highneſs's 
favour. 


Relates to the Wajub ul 
Arz of the Aumils. 


If Mirza Mahomed Ca- 
zem has failed in the diſ- 
charge of his duty, or ſhould 
interfere with the Raja, his 
conduct will be enquired in-. 
to at the preſence ; beſides 
which, he 1s independant of 
the Raja. | 

The office of ſuperinten- 
dant of Rohilcund is grant- 
ed to you, and at the ſame 
time you are continued in 
the Dewanny. 


* - a Shoka to Maha 
Raja Surut Sing, as 
| poſed by Mr. — 


N. and M. having been 
appointed Aumils of the un- 
der- mentioned diſtricts, will 
prone thither, and diligent- 
y and faithfully apply them- 
ſelves to the cultivatioa and 
improvement of their ſeveral 
diſtricts. Each Aumii will 
receive a ſeparate Sunnud 
fiom the preſence, and will 
be made reſponſible for the 

claims 
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the preſence, - that the true 
ſtate of the country may be 
known. On account of the 
drought laſt year, the collec- 
tions have fallen in balance. 
By the bleſſing of God, there 
will be no want of rain; and 
you will, in fixing the aſſeſſ- 
ments, make ſuch an accurate 
inveſtigation as may ſecure 
the government from loſs, 
and the people from oppreſ- 
ſion. 
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claims of government, and 
the well- being of the inhabi- 
tants reſpectively.— And we. 
having further thought _ 
** to appoint you, Maha 

aja Surut Sing, to be the 
general ſuperintendant of the 
diſtricts lately under the ma- 
nagement of Khauje Ein ud 
Dien, we direct that you pro- 
cure from each Aumil a Waj- 


jeb ul Arz, together with the 


accounts of the diſtricts; and 
having carefully examined 
them, in order to make 
yourſelf maſter of the actual 
ſtate of the ſeveral diſtricts, 
you will report the reſult of 
your enquiries to us, and af- 
terwards conform to ſuch or- 
ders as may be iſſued to you 
from the preſence. Again, 
you will be careful to ſettle 
any diſputes or differences 
ariſing among the Aumils on 
the ſubjects of their reſpec- 
tive boundaries, and report 
your proceedings on this head 
to us. Vou will forbid the 
impoſition of arbitrary taxes. 

The Mutteyienna eſtab- 
liſhment will be under your 
command ; and you will 


make it your buſineſs to ſta- 


tion ſuch a force with each 
Aumil, as may be requiſite 
for preſerving peace and good 
order throughout the coun- 
try: You will further ap- 
point proper detachments to 
the Daranaghur, &c. fron- 
tier ſtations, Proviſion be- 


ing made for thoſe ſervices, 
the force which may remain 
with you you will employ as 
occaſion may require; but 
you are on no pretence what- 
ever to augment your mili- 
tary 
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Draft of a Circular Letter to 
the Aumils of Rohilcund, 


as propoſed by Huger Beg 
Cawn. 


We have inted you 
Aumit of we A. 
trict; and we have deputed 
our well beloved Maha Raja 
Surut Sing to the general ſu- 
perintendance of the diſtri 
of Barelly, &c. The Raja 
is our truſty Dewan, to 
whom you will pay obedi- 
ence; and, having made your 
collections, you wail com- 
municate with the Raja, re- 
lative to the tion of 
your diſtrict, which he will 
provide for; and in every 
thing you will conform to his 
orders. Any failure on your 
part, in this reſpect. will be 
attended with immediate ſuſ- 


penſion. 


ry eſtabliſhment without 
* directiom from the 


preſence. 


Draft of a Circular Letter to 
the Aumils of Rohilcund, 


as propoſed by Mr. Briſ- 
tow. 


We have appeinted and 
conſtituted you Aumil of 
and we en- 
Join = to attend faithfully 
and diligently to the cultiva- 
tion and improvement of 
your diſtrict, and to tranſmit 
to the preſence, through Ra- 
jah Surut Sing, your Wajub 
ul Arz, ia order to its re- 
eeiving our ſignature. You 
will afterwards act in ſtrict 
ö to it. We have 
urther thought proper to a 
point Raja Surut Sing to 
generaF ſuperintendance of 
the diſtricts late under the 
management of Khaja Ein 
ud D We have given 
him the command of the 
Mutteyunna, and he will re- 
ceive from each Aumil his 
Wajub ul Arz; and, having 


examined the accounts of the 


diſtrict, he will make his re- 
port to the preſence; and to 
this end you are hereby di- 
rected to furniſh him with 
the above-mentioned papers 
and accounts; and you will 
make application for ſuch 
military force, as may be re- 
quired for the preſervation 
of peace and order within 
your diftrift, to the Raja, 
who will furniſh them regu- 
larly, agreeably to the orders 
of the preſence. In caſe any 
diſputes or differences ſhould 


1 


ariſe 
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ariſe with the other Aumils 
or Zemindars, on the ſubje& 
of your reſpeCtive frontiers, 
you will ſubmit them to the 
deciſion of the Raja; to 
whom alſo you will commu- 
nicate, from time to time, 
the eccurrences of your diſ- 
tri, keeping always in re- 
membrance the fituation of 
the Raja, as general ſuperin- 
tendant of the diſtrits late 
under the management of 

'  Khauja Ein ud Dien; you 
will attend ſtrictly to his ad- 
vice and counſel, as being 
for the good of the public. 
His report of your conduct 
in this particular will have 
great weight with us. 


From Hyder Beg Cawn to Mr. Briſtow, in Reply ; dated 
the 16th Rumzaun 1197, or 15th Auguſt 1783. 


I have had the honour to receive your letter; and I have 
ſent an anſwer, in conformity to your orders, to Raja Su- 
rut Sing, on the ſubje of his Wajjeb ul Ara, &c. The 
Wajjeb ul Ara, and the draft of the circular letters, were 
not mine, but the Raja's ; and I preſented them to you, 
the rough draft, and without ſignature, that I might after- 
wards act, with reſpect to them, in the way you ſhould 
command: That the Aumils ſhould be appointed from 
the Huzzoor, was the requeſt of Raja Surut Sing. The 
orders of the ſuperior lords are two-fold: In the one in- 
ſtance, conforming to ancient uſage ;z in the other, cauſ- 
ing ancient uſage to ſubſcribe to their will. The cuſtom 
of this government, which has exiſted ſixty-five years, is 
an example of the firſt ; the oxders which, in conformity 
to your plan and directions, I now ſend Raja Surut Sing, 
of the ſecond. 

You are pleaſed to obſerve, that I have the utmoſt re- 
liance upon the juſtice and integrity of the Raja. 

Maha Raja Surut Sing is the Dewaun of this govern- 
ment. During the reign of the late Nabob, and after the 
acceſſion of his Highneſs, when you, Sir, were here be- 
fore, he was Aumil of Rohilcund. You will be pleaſed, 
Sir, ſo far only to rely upon him, as you ſhall think he me- 
rits your co dence, 

| U 3 On 
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On the ſubject of the Aumils till remaining to be ap- 
pointed, and upon other affairs, I ſhall have the honour 
to confer with you perſonally, and receive your commands. 
You were pleated to order a circular letter to the Aumils 
late under the ſuperintendance of Khauja Ein ud Dien. 
On this ſubject you will oblige me by directing a draft to 
be prepared, that I may cauſe the letters to be written agree- 
ably to it. 0 | 
Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn ; dated the 17th Rum- 

zaun 1197, or 16th Auguſt 1783. 


I have been honoured by the receipt of your letter of 
the 15th inſtant, in reply ta mine on the ſubject of the ap- 
pointment of Raja Surut Sing to be ſuperintendant of the 
diſtricts late under the management of Khavja Ein ud 
Dien. Whatever ſuggeſted itſelf to me as advantageous to 
government, | communicate it to you without reſerve, I 
gave no orders: The meaſure reſts ſolely with you, Sir: 
You will carry it into execution, or not, as you may fee 
fit; and whenever you ſhall have come to a final reſolution 
on this matter, | ſhall be ready to afford you any aſſiſtance 
depending upon me. | 


Hyder Beg Cawn to Mr. Briſtow, in Reply; dated 17th 
| Rumzaun 1197, or 16th Auguſt 1783. 


I have had the honour to receive your letter. —I am obe- 
dient and ſubmifhve ; I cannot make the leaſt objection to 
the execution of any order, on any ſubject you may pleaſe 
to iſſue. With reſpect to Raja Surut Sing, 1 will wait on 
you with the plan, and receive and conform to your com- 
mands concerning it. | 


Copy of a Letter from Major Cook to Mr. Briſtow, dated 
| Barelly, 13th Auguſt 1783. 


Permit me to acquaint you, by the intelligence I. hourly 
receive, that the country ſeems in perfect tranquillity re- 
garding the Khauja's being detained. He (the Khavja) is 
encamped near my tent, at my requeſting, indeed I may 
ſav my inſiſting on it; by that means 1 have my forces 
collected together in caſe of an alarm. All perſons are 
permitted to attend him, and the buſineſs of the country 
is carried on by him as vſual ; at the ſame time I cannot 
but obſerie, as I have not put a guard over his perfon till I 
receive inſtructions for that purpoſe, for fear it might put 
a ſtop to. all public buſineſs within his province, and _ 

| | etri- 
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detrimental to the ſervice—I have a chain of centries dur- 
ing the night, and permit no perſon to come or go from 
his tents after ten o'clock ; and make it a practice to ſend 
(ſeemingly as a compliment to him) ſeveral times during 
the day to know how he is, alſo juſt before I go to bed. 
Still, his tents being ſurrounded with walls gives me great 
uneaſineſs, for fear of his making his eſcape, though I 
watch him cloſely. I forgot to inform you, in my laſt 
letter, that I have been made to underſtand, if I would 

rmit him (the Khauja) his liberty at large, a ſum would 

depoſited to me as ſecurity for his appearance at any 
ame; which I declined. 

True Copies and Tranſlations. 
JOHN BRISTOW, 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
WM. COWPER, Aſſiſtant. 

True Copies of Papers | 

received from Mr, Briſtow. 
E. Hay, 

Actg. Sec. to the Secret Department. 


U 4 Cory 
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Corey ProcEEpINGs AND CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE 
TO THE STATE AND CONDITION OF THE CouNTRY 
or QUDE, AND ITs DEPENDENCIES, AND OF THE 
RERPICNING FAMILY THEREOF, INCLUDING THE 
CHARCES MADE BY MR. HasTiNGs AcAlnsST Mx. 
BaIs row, &c. &c. &c. 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 6th Oftober 1783. 


From Hyder Beg Than: Received September 27th 1783. 


Uſual Introduction. 

T HE diſputes which have ariſen with Mr. Briſtow, 
and the violences exerciſed by that gentleman have been 
repeatedly communicated to you by his Highneſs, and by 
me. | 
On every occaſion, and at every time, when Mr. Briſ- 

tow has offered ſuch violences, as Colonel Martin was 
Mr. Briftow's friend, I gave information of thoſe cir- 
cumſtances to him, and he, as a friend, adviſed him 
againſt ſuch meaſures; but the ſelf-ſufficiency of Mr, 
Briſtow would never ſuffer the advice of any one to make 
its proper impreſſions. In the repreſentations I have made 
to you, I have never deviated from the truth. Copies of 
ſuch correipondence as has paſſed between Mr. Briſtow 
and me on public affairs, I have tranſmitted to you. Co- 
Jonel Martin is acquainted with ſuch matters as have 
paſſed verbally between us; and indeed, with thoſe which 
have been the ſubjects of our correſpondence. If you 
think proper, let the neceſſary orders be ſent to Colonel 
Martin, and the truth of the foregoing particulars will 
be made known to you by his evidence. 

His Highneſs, and I, your ſervant, hope your juſtice; 
and that — impartial juſtice we ſhall obtain redreſs. 

The intereſt of the — durcars have never yet 
been neglected, nor ſhall they in future be neglected. 

| Concludes as uſual, 


Extract of Bengal General Conſultations, the 141th Oftober 
1783. 

Tur Governor- general informs the Board that he has 
heard from good authority, that the early crop has gene- 
rally failed up the country, and the famine has ſome time 
been felt in the weſtern parts towards Delhi, and that a 
ſcarcity is already apprehended down as far as Benares. 


Such 
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Such part of the Secret Proceedings of the 2gth ultima, 
as relate to this _— are transferred to this department, 
and recorded as follows : | 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

T have the honour to tranſmit you a copy of a letter I 
have received from the Reſident at the Vizier's court ; 
and I cannot help remarking upon it, that it is very ſtrange 
he ſhould refer your honourable Board to me for informa- 
tion upon the mode of ſupplying grain for the troops here, 
as he cannot be ignorant that his — the Vizier's 

ts are wholly entruſted with the furniſhing ſupplies 
of every kind for the troops at this ſtation. 

And I ſhould on that account have applied to him upon 
an emergency of that nature. For if he would exert the 
authority veſted in him, there would be no danger of the 
troops ſuffering from the ſcarcity which he ſeems to think 
we have ſuch an alarming proipe& of. And in order to 
prepare againſt the fatal effects of the famine we are 
threatened. with, I hope your honourable Board will in 
your wiſdom think fit to order ftores of every kind of 
grain to be ſent up here from the Lower Provinces in 

time, but I cannot preſume to point out to you what 
is neceſſary on the occaſion, as you muſt be informed on 
that head / Buck than I poſſibly can be. 

Although the crop of the firſt ſeaſon has totally failed, 
J have yet ſome hope that the following ſeaſon may be a 
plentiful one; for two years ago we had here a ſimilar 
failure of the firſt crop, but a fall of rain at the cloſe of 
ſeaſon produced a plentiful crop of the ſecond, and fo 


prevented a ſcarcity. I am, &c. 
Cawnpore,- (Signed) JAMES MORGAN, 
10th Sept. 1783. Colonel, commanding 2d brigade. 


Crone! James Morgan, commanding in the Field. 
ir, 

Tux alarming proſpect of a famine, from the failure of 
the periodical rains until this advanced ſeaſon of the year, 
obliges me to requeſt you will tranſmit your opinion to 
the Governar- | and Council, on the — eligible 
mode of furniſhing the quantity of grain which ſhall be 
required for the [ubſitence of the troops under your 
command, during the period ſo dreadful a calamity may 
be likely to laſt. I have referred the honourable Board to 


you for particular information on thoſe heads. 


I am, &c. 
Lucknow (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
Sept. 8th 178 3. Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


A true copy. (Signed) Ja. Morgan. 


Honourable 
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Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

It is with the utmoſt concern I inform you, that the 
periodical rains have been hitherto ſo exceedingly unfa- 
vourable, as to expoſe theſe provinces to the mo Jreadful 
of all calamities, a famine, Suppoſing even we ſhould, 
for the ſhort period that remain of the ſeaſon, have the 
moſt plentiful rains, till the miſchief to the Kurrief crop 
muſt be very great. For three years paſt, the rains du- 
ring the latter end of the ſeaſon, and the uſual ſhowers 
in the months of Decemher or January (which are alſo 
neceſſary to furniſh plentiful eig ] have failed, both in 
the Vizier's dominions and the adjacent countries, At 
Delhi and Agra, numbers have perithed from the ſcarcity, 
and it is a circumſtance I relate with the deepeſt ſorrow, 
that ſuch was the alarming ſtate of the Vizier's dominions, 
as to preclude his Highneſs from affording to the neigh- 
bouring people the aſſiſtance which humanity ſhould 
otherwiſe have prompted. | | 

The ſcarcity was beginning to rage in the Froubier 
provinces of Rolhi Cund and Etaya, and a prohibition of 
the exportation of grain became a meaſure of abſolute 
neceſſity. On this head I have already tranſmitted in- 
formation to your honourable Board. 

The unſettled ſtate of the Vizier's dominions, the great 

abuſe of authority in every branch of his Highneſs's 
vernment, and the poverty of all ranks of men, DT 
proſpect, the diſtreſsful conſequences of which are beyond 
the powers of deſcription. I hope, Gentlemen, ſo cir- 
cumſtanced, that I ſhall be excuſed for ſuggeſting thoſe 
means which occur to me for the alleviation of the evil ; 
the putting an entire ſtop to it will I fear be totally im- 
practicable, 
+ "The ſituation of the countries to the Weſtward being 
ſimilar to our own, it is impoſſible to hope for ſupplies 
from thoſe quarters—his Highneſs can only expect aſ- 
ſiſtance from the Company's provinces ; and in this caſe, 
I would recommend to your honourable Board to grant a 
remiſſion of duties, and every encouragement to merchants 
who ſhall import grain into the Vizier's dominions. The 
_ remiflion of duties ſhould be publiſhed by his High- 
neſs. 

The ſupply of grain to your troops will become a 
matter of immediate and previous conſideration ; and I 
beg leave to recommend that you take this important 
object under your own inſpection, by appointing proper 
perſons, either in the Company's or Vizier's dominions, 
to provide the neceſſary quantities of grain, and that it 
ſhall be kept in ſtore at Cawnpore, and Fury * . 

| a ave 
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J have addreſſed the commanding officers, requeſting 
they would tranſmit their opinions to your honourable 
Board on the moſt eligible mode of furniſhing the ſupplies, 
and the quanticy required, 


I am, &c, | 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
Sept. 8th 1783. Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Reſolved, That the duties be taken off for two months 
from the 1ſt October, from the tranſportation of grain 
of all kinds to the Upper Country, and that the Board 
do then conſider of the neceſſity of prolonging the 
term. 


The following orders were in conſequence iſſued. 


John Shore, Eſq. acting Preſident, and the other Members 
of the Committee of Revenue. 
Gentlemen, 

The Reſident at Lucknow having repreſented to the 
honourable the Governor- general and Council, that the 
periodical rains have been hitherto ſo unfavourable as to 
expoſe the Vizier's provinces to the moſt dreadful of all 
calamities, a famine; and the Board deeming it incum- 
bent upon them to provide for their relief as far as they 
can, and for the ſubſiſtence of the Company's troops in 
the Vizier's dominions in this time of ſcarcity, have been 
pleaſed to reſolve, that the duties be taken off for two 
months, beginning with the firſt day of next month, from 
the tranſportation of grain of all kinds to the Upper 
Country; after which period the Board will conſider the 
neceſſity, if any ſhould exiſt, for prolonging the term. 

This information is conveyed to you by their order, that 
you may make the ſame public throughout the Company's 


provinces. 
I am, &c. 
Council Chamber, (Signed) E. HAY, 
29th September 1783. Sub- ſecretary. 


John Mackenzie, Eſq. Preſident, and the other Com- 
miſſioners of Cuſtoms. 
Gentlemen, 

The Reſident at Lucknow having repreſented to the 
honourable Governor- general and Council, that the pe- 
riodical rains have been hitherto ſo unfavourable as to 
expoſe the Vizier's provinces to the moſt dreadful of all 
calamities, a famine; and the Board deeming it incum- 
bent upon them to provide for their relief as far as they 
can, and for the ſubſiſtence of the Company's troops — 
| | e 
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the Vizier's dominions in this time of ſcarcity, have been 
pleaſed to reſolve, that the duties be taken off for two 
months, beginning with the firſt day of next month, from 
the tranſportation of grain of all kinds to the Upper 
Country; after which period the Board will conſider the 
neceſſity, if any ſhould exiſt, for prolonging the term, 
You are directed by the honourable Board to iſſue the 
neceſſary orders in conſequence to the officers of your 


department. 
h . I am, &c. 
Council Chamber, (Signed) E. Hay, 
29th September 1 783, Sub-ſecretary, 


John Briſtow, Eſquire, Reſident at his Excellency the 
Vizier's Court, 
Sir, | 

I am directed by the honourable the Governor-genera] 
and Council to acknowledge their receipt of your letter, 
dated the 8th inſtant, and to acquaint you that, in con- 
ſequence of the information which it — to them, 
that the periodical rains have been hitherto ſo very unfa- 
vourable as to expoſe the Vizier's provinces to the dread- 
ful calamity of a famine; they have been pleaſed to iſſue 
orders, and to direct that the ſame may be made public, 
that the duties be taken off for two months, beginning 
with the firſt day of the next month, from the tranſpor- 
tation of grain of all kinds to the Upper Country; after 
which period the Board will conſider the neceſſity, if any 
ſhould exiſt, for — the term. 


am, &c. 
Council Chamber, (Signed) E. HAY, 
the 29th Sept. 1783. | Sub-ſecretary. 


, 


Colonel James Morgan, commanding at Cawnpore. 


Sir, 

I am directed by the honourable the Governor-general 
and Council, to acknowledge their reeeipt of your letter 
dated” the 10th inſtant, and to acquaint you, in reply to 
it, that they have been pleaſed to iſſue orders, and to di- 
rect that the ſame may be made public, that the duties be 
taken off for two months, beginning with the firſt day of 
next month, from the tranſportation of grain of all kinds 
to the Upper Country ; after which period the Board will 
conſider the neceſſity, if any exiſt, for prolonging the 


term, a 
| FE J am, &c. 
Council Chamber, (Signed) E. HAY, | | 
the 29th Sept. 1783. __ Sub-ſecretary. 


Francis 
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Francis Fowke, Eſq. Reſident at Benares. 


ir, 

The honourable the Governor-general and Council 
having received information that the periodical rains have 
been hitherto ſo very unfavourable as to expoſe the Vizier's 
provinces to the moſt dreadful of all calamities, a famine ; 
and that a ſcarcity is already apprehended as far down as 
Benares; I am directed to acquaint you, that they have 
been pleaſed to iſſue orders, and to cauſe the ſame to be 
made public, that the duties be taken off for two months, 
beginning with the firſt day of next month, from the 
tranſportation — — of all kinds to the Upper Country; 
after which period the Board will conſider the neceſſity, 
if any ſhould exiſt, for prolonging the term. 

I am, &c. 

Council Chamber, (Signed) E. HAY, 

the agth Sept. 1783. Sub-ſecretary. 


Read the following letters and encloſures from Mr. 


Br iſtow. 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 
Under date the 8th inſtant, I had the honour to inform 
you of the melancholy proſpect of an approaching famine; 
and it is with the deepeſt concern I am neceſſitated to ad- 
dreſs you again on this diſagreeable ſubject. Should we 
yet have a favourable change of weather, the Ruby har- 
veſt would be ſaved ; but as the ſeafon is ſo far advanced, 
it is, in my opinion, unſafe to place any reliance on for- 
tuitous events, and every poſſible expedient ſhould be 
adopted to alleviate the dreadful conſequences which are 
apprehended. The incloſed copy of my correſpondence 
with the commanding officers (No. 1) will explain how 
very ſeverely a ſcarcity is already felt, from mere appre- 
benſion of a famine; for as the evil cannot exiſt at the 
preſent: period, the cauſe muſt proceed from ſome fatal 
error in the management of the Vizier's affairs; and a 
calamity, which in itſelf is ſhocking to humanity, is thus 
aggravated by the abuſe of power, and the anarchy which 
prevail in every part of his Highneſs's dominions. So 
inadequate are the meaſures followed to the object to be 
attained, that the neceſſary ſupplies for the Nabob's 
houſehold, and the inhabitants of Lucknow, are furniſhed 
with difficulty. I ſpeak from what I have really expe- 
rienced, baving for a whole day been unable to procure 
a ſmall quantity of grain ſufficient for the ſupport of my 
family, The inconveniencies we are likely to ſuffer, have 
induced me to propoſe to the gentlemen of Lucknow our 
purchaſing a ſtock of grain equal to our own conſumption, 
and 
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and that of our ſervants and dependants, including the Refi. 
dent's guard, and that every man ſhould receive his Juots, 
paying the prime coſt. —By this plan we ſhall be relieved 
from diſputes with the Vizier's ſubjects, and the diſa- 
greeable neceſſity we now find ourſelves under of applying 
to his Highneſs, which is actually the caſe, for his in- 
fluence to enforce our daily ſupplies of the neceſſaries of 
life. Senſible, Gentlemen, of the infamy which would 
deſervedly attend my engaging in commercial concerns, to 
benefit by the miſeries of mankind, and knowing how 
injuriouſly the characters of ſome reſpectable perſons were 
— during the famine in Bengal, I think it a duty I 
owe my own reputation to make this declaration of my 
intentions, and ſolicit your approbation. I further in- 
tend to leave the management of the purchaſes, and the 
diſpoſal of the grain,. in the hands of any four gentlemen 
at Lucknow, and conduct the whole tranſaction in the 
moſt open and public manner. | 
Excuſe my again addrefling you on the neceſſity of a- 
dopting timely and effectual meaſures for the ſupply of 
the troops in the field ; the difficulties they now labour 
under are evident, and hereafter I much doubt if it will be 
poſſible to procure, even by compulſion,” the neceſlary 
quantities of grain, I am convinced, that little or no 
aſſiſtance can be expected from the officers of the Vizier's 
government; many of them receive a [conſiderable pro- 
portion of the revenue in kind, and they will not fail to 
take every advantage of the times, to make an enormous 
and unjuſtifiable profit. How to counteract abuſes which 
are founded on ſyſtematical errors, is not an eaſy taſk, 
for from the uncontrolled authority poſſeſſed by every 
Aumil, and Hyder Beg Cawn's Aaldey in oppoſin 
every meaſure of reform, the decreaſe of revenue, an 
general miſery are daily accelerated. The total want of 
police creates perſonal inſecurity ; each Zemindar of a 
village exerciſes a tyranny; is the revenger of his own . 
wrongs ; and the lives of the inhabitants are ſacrificed 
without enquiry, and even the forms of juſtice are ſuper- 
ſeded. A recent inſtance occurred, for an explanation of 
which I beg to refer you to the incloſed copy (No. 2) of 
letters from Captain Wedderburne and Major Nicol. For 
the daring robbery and murders * committed not fifty yards 
from my own guard, I have hitherto been unable to ob- 
tain juſtice, though part of the property ſtolen was ſeized, 
and the offenders traced to Miliabad, a diſtrit under 
Ahmed Beg, a dependant and an immediate protege of the 


* Vide Refident's addreſs to the honcur@ble Beard, dated 
the 28th May 1783. 
aQting 
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acting miniſter, Hyder Beg Cawn. His Highneſs had, 
but the week before the outrage happened, compelled the 
Cutwals of Lucknow to enter into allegations to make 
reſtitution for loſſes ſuſtained within their reſpective juriſ- 
ditions. I applied for juſtice in the form preſcribed, 
and likewiſe inſiſted on one of the Cutwals, Muckoo 
Cawn, a man notorious for his colluſion with the thieves, 
beirrg compelled to exert his endeavours in apprehending 
them. My applications were treated with contempt. 
Muckoo 8 ſhortly after, received diſtinguiſhing 
marks of the Vizier's confidence and favour, by being 

romoted to the office of ſuperintendant of the police of 
— ah and reſtitution has been promiſed and exacted. 
L have kept a regiſter of one hundred and twenty robberies 
and murders perpetrated in Lucknow and its ſuburbs, 
during the aft | ſix months, and it is a certain and incon- 
trovertible fact, that not a ſingle offender has been brought 
to juſtice, 

My motive, Gentlemen, in making this repreſentation, 
is to pte ſent to your view a correct, though cruel picture, 
of the ſituation of theſe provinces, and of the tumults 
and bloodſhed which are to be expected during the ap- 
proaching calamity. All order and regularity have long 
fince been baniſhed, and we are not informed at Luck- 
now of the numberleſs 1 * committed in the interior 
parts of the country ; at leaſt I ſhould judge ſo from my 
correſpondence with the Aumils, and other natives, which 
contain an uninterrupted narrative of ſeditions and tu- 
mults, and earneſt applications for military aid, to awe 
or expel refractory Zemindars. 

The Vizier has iſſued general orders to his Aumils for 
prohibiting the exportation and monopoly of grain, and 
directing à reaſonable aſſize to be fixed; but from the 
cauſes I have ſtated, and the total want of ſubordination 
in every branch of the government, there is but too much 
reaſon to apprehend, they will avail little in averting the 
impending calamity. 


I am, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
24th Sept. 1783. Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 


P. 8. Having applied to Almaſs Ally Cawn for an 
order to his Naibs to ſupply the troops under Colonel 
Cumming's command with five hundred maunds of grain 
a day, I have the pleaſure to inform you, that he has 
complied. His Highneſs has alſo directed, in caſe of the 
murders and robbery perpetrated in the Purgunnah of 
Sindicla, that reſtitution ſhould be made to the ſurviving 
lufferers or the families of the deceaſed, that a _ be 
evicd 
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levied upon the Purgunnah, and the offenders be * 
prehended, if poſſible, and brought to condign puniſh- 
ment, "740 
(Signed) OHN BRISTOW,. 

25th Sept. 1783. Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Copy of a Letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming to 
Mr. Briſtow, dated 4th September 1783. 


I have to inform you, that Captain Grueber marches 
to-morrow morning for Berelli with his battalion, to re- 
lieve the 4 companies of the 21ſt regiment now at that 
ſtation, 

I am ſorry to be under the neceflity of addrefling you 
again with a complaint againſt the people in a diſtrict be- 
_ longing to the Aumil of Rohilcund. I have juſt received 
information of the inhabitants of Paherpore having ſtop- 
ped the boats belonging to the gentlemen of the Barelly 
detachment. It is likely, that before this time have 
plundered the baggage they contained ; however, that no 
endeavour to ſave them might be wanting on my part, I 
have ordered Captain Grueber to march that way with 
his battalion, and to effect their immediate releaſe. But 
this is not a ſingle inſtance of the audacious behaviour of 
theſe people; every day produces ſome complaint of the 
fame nature, I am continually writing to the Phouſdar 
of Jellalabad, and other places, without producing any 

ood effect; and as the ſcarcity of grain in the country 
mcreaſfes, the difficulty of bringing proviſions to camp 
becomes ſtill greater. The troops already begin to ſuffer 
diſtreſs; and the evil demands a ſpeedy remedy. I have 
therefore to requeſt that you will, as ſoon as poſſible, re- 
preſent theſe circumſtances to his Excellency the V izier, 
and recommended to him to uſe fuch means as will be 
moſt certain of procuring redreſs. I do not believe that 
Perwannahs, or any writings, will produce the required 
effect, It is neceſſary his Excellency ſhould employ ſome 
military force to enſure obedience to his orders, and to 


puniſh thoſe inſurgents, either by his own troops, or to 


permit me to employ thoſe of the Company on that ſer- 
vice. 


Copy of a Letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming to Mr. 
Briſtow, 5th September 1783. 


I wrote you yeſterday reſpecting the difficulty we were 


under in procuring proviſions for the camp. am now 


unwillingly obliged to addreſs you again on the fame 
| am 
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I am this.mameat informed of the Cutwal of Hlalabad 
having ſtopped a00 bullocks loaded with grain; at the 
ſame time it is repreſented to me, that there is not a grain 
of wheat in our Bazar. This being the caſe, I am re- 
duced to the neceſſity of ſending a party of Sepoys to re- 
leaſe the bullocks above mentioned. It is with great 
reluctance Lhave adopted this meaſure, without the expreſs 
command or approbation of his Excellency, But cir- 
cumſtances are ſuch as will not admit of a moment's de- 
lay; I muſt again moſt earneftly entreat you to repreſent 
this to the Vizier without any delay, and to inform him 
alſo that we are in a manner beſieged by the officers of 
government. Our ſupplies are ſtopped on every ſide, and 
our diſtreſſes are riſen to ſuch an height, as muſt compel - 
me to ſend an armed force toithe ſeveral parts of the coun- 
4 whence the ſupplies are uſually brought; and I muſt 
e the reſponſibility on myſelf, and ſtate the circum- 
ſtances at full length to the honourable Board, ſhould the 
Vizier diſapprove of my conduct: I truſt, however, you 
will ſee this matter in 1ts true light, and render this un- 
neceſſary, The Vizier's Cutwal has juſt now repreſented 
to me, that if the grain now ſtopped on the roads is not 
releaſed, he ſhall be obliged to leave camp, as he is in 
danger from the reſentment of the troops. ; 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow to Colonel Sir John 
Cumming, 8th September 1783, 


I encloſe you the copy of an order iſſued by his High- 
neſs to Mahomed Cazim, Rajah Surat Sing, Jaoo Loll, 
and Mahomed Beg. I beg the favour of your informing 
me to whoſe juriſdiction the places you ſpecify (Illalabad 
Paherpore) belong. I hope the party you have detached 
to the former, and the orders you gave Captain Grueber 
concerning the latter, will have the deſired effect; and 
I can only ſay, that if you ſhould have ſucceeded in ap- 
prehending any of the offenders, I will uſe my utmoſt 
endeavours with his Highneſs that they may receive ex- 
emplary and ſevere puniſhment. 


Tranſlation of an Order from his Highneſs the Nabob 
Vizier to Meha Raja Surat Sing, Superintendant of 
Barelly, &c. Mirza Mahommed Cazem, Aumil of 
Jellalpore, Mirza Mahommed Beg, Sizowal of Firoc- 
kabad, and Raja Jaoo Loll, Aumil of Sandy Pawlly, 
dated the 8th of Showall 1197. 


The ſupplies of grain for the troops under the com- 
mand of Colonel Sir John Cumming having been im 
VoL, IV. g X peded 
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peded, I direct that you uſe every means to aſſiſt in fur- 
niſhing them; and ſhould any Zemindars, or others, de- 
tain or intercept the ſupplies, and military aid be required, 
you will make your repreſentation to Colonel Cumming, 
who will grant you aſſiſtance. | 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow to Colonel Fames 
Morgan, 8th September 1783. 


The alarming proſpect of a famine, from the failure of 
the periodical} rains until this advanced feafon of the year, 
obliged me to requeſt you will tranfmit your opinion to 

+ the Governor-general and Council, on the mod eligible 

x mode of furniſhing the quantity of grain which ſhall be 

required for the ſubſiſtence of the troops under your com- 
mand, during the period ſo dreadful a calamity may be 
likely to laſt. I have referred the honourable Board to 
you for particular information on this head. 


A letter to the ſame purport with the foregoing written 
to Colonel Sir John Cumming, 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow to Lieutenant Colonel 
Knudſon, 8th September 1783. 


The alatming proſpe@ of a famine, from the failure of 
the periodical rains until this advanced ſeaſon of the year, 
1 obliges me to requeſt you will tranſmit your opinion to 
me on the moſt eligible mode of furniſhing the quantity 
of grain which ſhall be required for the ſubſiſtence of the 
troops under your command, during the period ſo dread- 
ful a calamity may be likely to laſt. 


Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon to 
Mr. Briſtow, 11th September 1783. 


I have the honour to inform you that the four com- 
panies of Sepoys which were attached to my command, 
have this day been relieved by a battalion from F = 
Ghur, under the command of Captain Grueber, which. 
officer is at preſent next in command to me. 
The failure of the Autumnal rains threatens this 
country with the greateſt calamity, the crops on the ground 
for want of water; and as it is with, much concern | 
4:8 muſt obſerve, that every where preſents us with the pro- 
h ſpe& of an approaching famine. By my efforts, grain 
Mill continues to be ſold here at a moderate rate; we 
have wheat at 17 ſeer for a rupee, and pulſe and other 
grain cheap in proportion. I have requeſted of Raja —_ 
: - Din 


„% p FB. Di TE. na ow 


Papers relative to Charges IV. and XVI. 325 


Sing to. exert his authority in preventing the monopoly 
of the grain, as it muſt be productive of very fatal con- 
ſequences to the poor. | 


Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon to 
Mr. Briſtow, September the 12th'1783. 


By this Dauk I have the honour to receive your Jetter 
of the 8th inftant: conformable to your requeſt I thall - 
tranſmit to you in a few days an exact eſtimate of the 
daily conſumption of proviſions in my camp, with my 
opinion regarding the ſteps which appears neceflary to be 
taken to prevent the troops under my command from ſuf- 
fering want, ſhould this country. be viſited by the ca- 
246. Lohan the failure of the periodical rains threatens 
It With. : 


Copy of a Letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming to Mr, 
Briſtow, 17th September 1783. 


Agreeably to your defire, I have made enquiry into the 
monthly conſumption of grain by the — under 
my command, which is as follows: | 


. 


Mons per Mons per 


Month. Month. 
Wheat + = 5350 88, 200 
Dal * mn : 18,000 
Barley - 5,250 63,000 
Rice = - 750 — 
Bedgere and Jewer 1, 500 18,000 


Gram - 2,775 33, 300 
19,125 229, 500 


In this eſtimate no allowance is made for contractor's 
cattle, it being ſuppoſed that his agents will provide for 
them 


Out of the 229,500 mons it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe 
that one third may be procured in the country, the re- 
maining two-thirds it would, in my opinion, be adviſe- 
able to purchaſe at the chiefeſt and moſt convenient 
markets either in the Vizier's dominions, or in the pro- 
vince of Behar, and to form a magazine. : 

The moſt eligible place for the magazine would be the - 
Fort at Futty Ghur, becauſe in caſe the troops march, a 
ſmall force would ſuffice for its protection. Should a fa- 
mine take place, as we have reaſon to apprehend, the 
country people would riſe in arms, and ſeize proviſions 
a X 2 where ver 


- 
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wherever they could be found. There will be ſome dif- 
Keulty in bringing the grain to Putty Ghur, both by 
vater and land, on account of the inſurrection of the 
inhabitants of the places through or near which the grain 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. James Morgan to Mr. Brif- 
5 cow, 22d September 1783. 


Being given to underſtand by the Deputy Cutwal, chat 
\ 26 boats laden with different forts of grain, belonging to 
me merchants of this Bazar, have been forced to go back 
from Allumchund to IIlababad, by Iſhmael 157 ſon, 
and will not be permitted to come up here, I have to 
requeſt that you will be ſo good as to ſend an order down 
for their being releaſed : at this time there is not in the 
Bazar here ſcarcely ſufficient grain to ſupply the t 
for two days, and they have, I am concerned to hear it, 
began to complain. about the ſcarcity already. Therefore, 
if you have no objection, I will immediately write to 
Captain Dennis to defire him to take care that mo boats 
\ of grain coming up for this camp ſhall be in future ſtop- 
ped there, when pos e their way here; and as moſt of 
our grain ſupplies have been uſually drawn from the diſtricts 
about IIlahabad, I requeſt that the merchants of this 
Bazar may be allowed to — it there, as well as 
other people, for I underſtand they are prevented; and 
I find that Colonel Sir John Cumming has ſtationed: Se- 
poys to prevent any from being brought down here from 
the Upper diſtricts, which circumſtances will reduce me 
to the neceſſity of ſending out guards to aſſiſt the Cut- 
wal's people in getting the neceſſary ſupplies for the troops 
here, unleſs the country people are ordered to ſell their 
grain to our merchants, and will do fo readily. For I 
cannot think of ſuffering the troops under my command 
to feel any diſtreſſes or difficulties from want of grain, 
when I know there is abundance depoſited at 'no great 
diſtance from my camp, and the country people are now 
hoarding up their grain, and burying it, with a ſeeming 
intention to take advantage of the time, and to create a 
ſcarcity that I am afraid cannot be as yet general, and 
will not be ſo in all probability; and it would be ſtrange 
were it ſuffered to be felt partially, and eſpecially by our 
troops: to prevent which, if other effectual meaſures are 
not taken, I can do no otherwiſe than make uſe of Sepoys. 
However, ſhould I be neceſſitated to take that ſtep, the 
greateſt care ſhall be taken that the owners receive the 
Tull and proper price for their corn, and that no more 


ſhall be brought here than will be abſolutely neceſſary = 


* 
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the conſumption of the troops and camp followers, and 

no perſon ſhall be ſuffered ta collect grain here, in order 

to carry it to other places to be ſold. 1 7 
deg leave to repeat my requeſt, that Sway Sing may 

be permitted to return here as ſoon: as poſſible, as the peo- 

ple he has left in charge of the Bazar affairs here, ſeem 

unable to keep them from confuſion, . 
; | | 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow to Colonel James 
Morgan, September 23d 1783. 0 


I am favoured with your letter of the 22d inſtant, and 
have, in canſequence; requeſted Iſhmael Beg, who is now 
here, to ſend an order to his ſon immediately to releaſe 
the 16 boats laden with grain belonging to. the merchants 
of your Bazar, which he had detained. 

With reſpect to your writing to Captain Dennis to de- 
fire him 16 take care that no boats of grain coming to 
your camp ſhould in future be ſtopped, I 'can have no 
odjection to your doing it. Nam 

I mall diſpatch Seway Sing to you to-morrow. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow to Colonel James: 
78 Morgan, September 24th 1783. rely 
I have given this letter: to Sewayj Sing, and in repl) 
22 Sepoys to — ſupplies of — 
camp, as propoſed in your letter of: the 22d inſtant, it 


appears to me a meaſure of neceſſity in the preſent ſtate 
of affairs, and as ſuch I ſhall recommend to his High- 
neſs for his ſanction ; to-morrow I will addreſs you more 
fully on this ſubject, as well as on Sewayee Sing's diſſe- 
rence with Sectul Perſaud. | 


Copy of a Letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming to» 
Mr. Briſtow, 21ſt September 1783. ; 


The troops being now almoſt four months in arrears, 

I beg leave to put you in mind how much they are diſ- 
treſſed by want of money and the dearneſs of proviſions ; 
they would not feel the former ſo ſeverely, were it not 
accompanied with the latter. I am ſenſible the troops 
within the provinces are more in arrears than thoſe 
which are here; but they feel it leſs, becauſe grain is two- 
thitds cheaper there than it than- it 4s here. For this 
reafon I ſhould be extremely happy if you could furniſh 
us with two months pay. I beg leave alſo to inform you, 
that it is with the-greateſt difficulty we procure grain for 
our daily conſumption ; and I am not a little apprehen- 
Jive, that unleſs great care and precaution be taken we 
X | may 


 -_ 
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may be, for a time, totally without any. I have been 
informed that there are 200, coo mons of grain treaſured 
up at Kanooge; I wiſh, therefore, you would procure an 
order on Elmaſs Naib to ſupply us with 500 mons a da 
The Benjaras ſhould pay the full price it is ſold for in 
the country round Kanonge : and td prevent other | 
ple from purchaſing under fictitious names, I would give 
Zewannas, or certificates, to Camp Benjares, who ſhould 
deliver in our Bazar the quantity they received at Ka- 
nonge. True Copies. | : 
(Signed) J. NEAVE, 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident 
at the Vizier's Court. 


Copy of a Letter from Captain Charles Wedderburn, 
commanding the 31ft regiment of Sepoys, to Mr. John 
Briſtow, September 14th 1783. | if 


Major Nicol having left this place the 13th, for Luck. 
now, and left me in > © 6 of his regiment to attend your 
orders. | : folk 

I beg leave to inform you, Sir, that a number of Se- 
pays, diſcharged from the regiment, were returning ta 
their homes, that one of them came in here this evening, 
and declares that he, and about 25 others, were ſurrounded 
by a body of armed men (he thinks one hundred and fifty) 
in the Purgunnah of Sandecla, and Zemindary of Bo.π. - 
anny Sing, Rajepoot ; that after robbing the Sepoys, who 
were twenty-five in number, of their cloaths and three 
months arrears of pay each of them had, they murdered 
one of the number, and the others endeavouring to ſave 
e by flight were purſued, and ten more of them 

illed. 

Having referred the matter to Solyman Beg, the Phouſ- 
dar's Naib here, he has written to the Naib at Mutche- 
retta (Cuſeal Chund) to make full enquiry into the matter. 
Sendecla not being in the Khyrahad collection, I beg to 
- be favoured with your orders, as I apprehend offenders ſo 
attrocious ought to meet with the moſt exemplary puniſh- 
ment. 1 05 ; 


Copy of a Letter from Major James Nicol to Mr. Briſtow, 
| © 22d September 1783. 

Since the account you have had of Captain Wedder- 
burn, of the atrocious action committed againſt the Se- 
poys who were diſcharged from the regiment in the Pur- 
gunnah of Sandecla, five of: them, who eſcaped from 
being maſſacred, have come to me, and tequeſted-I would 
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repreſent the matter to you, ſo that they may have redreſs 
and reſtitution, made them of the property they have been 
robbed of. | | 

I have particularly examined into the matter; and they 
give the following account of it: e's | | 

That on the 15th inſtant, on their way to their homes, 
they paſſed through the village Alta, in the above-men- 
tioged Purgunnah, about nine in the morning, twenty- 
five in number, and that they halted at a well a ſhort diſ- 
tance from the village to arink water. As they proceeded 
on their journey a few hundred yards from thence, they 
ſaw a number of armed men collecting on each ſide of 
the road, on which they halted. That Bowanny Syng, 
the Zemindar of Alta, who headed them, called out, they 
were deſerters from the regiment, and thieves; they — 2 
therefore return to his village until they gave an account 
of themſelves. The Sepoys aſſured him they were neither 
the one nor the other, but Sepoys who had been diſcharged - 
the ſervice, and had their diſcharges with them, with my 
ſignature to it. This did not ſatisfy Bowanny Sing—he 
inſiſted upon their going back to the village (as he pre- 
tended he could not allow them to j as he had an 
order from Durgan Sing, the Talluckdar, not to permit 
them until they had obtained an order from the Phouſdar; 
on which they returned to the village. The Zemindar, 
Bowanny Sing, then told them, that they muſt put their 
coats, money, and effects in one place, and when the 
matter was enquired into, they ſhould have them again. 
They accordingly ſubmitted. ä | 
One of the laſt three Sepoys who put down their things, 
aſked the Zemindar, if he meant to take their effects from 
them by this procedure? Or if his intention was really 
to make an enquiry ? and aſſured him, they were neither 
deſerters nor thieves. When his people replied, Don't 
you ſee we are going to take your things—you Byan 
Choat ? The Sepoy deſired him not to give him abuſe ; 
that he was a Raja Poot as well as themſelves : on which 
Bowanny Sing ordered his people to cut him down. The. 
two Sepoys by him drew their ſwords to defend themſelves, 
after the other man was killed, but were overpowered and. 
murdered. The reſt of the Sepoys, having no arms, ran 
off, but were purſued, and three more killed, one of their 
ſervants, and fix wounded, who with difficulty got into a 
village half a coſs from Alta, where they left them. The 
Sepoys Who have given me the above account, inform me. 
that one Nundee, a merchant of Sandecla, was witneſs to 
the whole tranſaction. . a 

I ſhall not trouble you, Sir, with any reflections of. 
mine on an action which diſgraces the very name of govern- 

TP X 4 ment, 
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ment, as the evil'conſequences which willenſue, was ſuch 

an enormous crime to paſs unpuniſhed, will naturally 

ariſe in your mind; and I have no doubt but the ſurviv- 

ing Sepoys will obtain ample ſatisfaction from your juſ- 

— and the aggreſſors puniſhed according to their de- 

lerts. . | | 

: True copies. | 

(Signed) J. NEAVE, Affiſtant to 
e Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 
I have the honour to encloſe the copy of a letter I have 
received from Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon, on the ſubject 
of: ſupplies for the troops ſtationed in the province of Ro- 


hilcund. 
I am, Ke. 
Lucknow, JOHN BRISTOW, 
27th Sept. 1783. Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
To John Briſtow, Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's 
. | Court, 
ir, 


J have the honour to tranſmit an eſtimate of the 
quantity of grain requifite for a ſubſiſtence of the troops 
under my command for fix months, in which I have ſpe- 
cified'the daily and monthly conſumption of each parti- 
cular kind of grain and pulſe. As I have in my calcula- 
tion of the expence attended to the ceconomy the exigency 
of the times require, I have allowed maintenance for no 
greater number of bearahs, ſervants, and camp followers, 
than what are neceſſary for the indiſpenſable ſervices of 
camp, Since the calamity with which this country is 
threatened renders it abſolutely neceſſary that the ſubſiſt- 
ence of the troops ſhould be — from a certain fund, 
a magazine ought to be eſtabliſhed, from which every 
man is to be ſupplied with his daily ratia' or allowance, 
Fhis repoſitory; as'it is of the utmoſt conſequence to the 
troops, ſhould; to prevent: fraudulent practices, remain 
under the oontroul and ſole tharge of the commanding 
officer. But the means neceſſary to be purſued in draw-. 
ing ſo large a ſupply as will be requiſite for depofit from 
a country which, like this, already ſuffers from a ſcarcity, 
ih the manner that will prove the leaft grievance to its in- 
habitants, I preſume to ſay, is an object of the moſt ſe- 
rious conſideration to government, ſince the welfare and 
exiſtence of thouſands are concerned therein. There is, 
in my opinion, but two ways of procuring ſupplies: the 
firſt,- by an order from his Excellency: the Vizier to the 
_ Aumils of their ſeveral diſttiQs, to furniſh the quantity 

requilite, 


inbabitants, without leaving them deſtitute of ſubſiſtence; 
the ſecond, by contract. The evil the country is likely 
to experience from the former is, that the Viaier's officers, 
who are charged with furniſhing the ſupplies, may, per- 
haps, under the ſanction of ſo extenſive a latitude, in- 
diſcriminately lay violent hands on whatever grain may 
be found in the diſtrict, and ſeize ten times the quantity 
required to be provided, and by that means bring de- 
ſtruction on the heads of thouſands (without mentioni 
the loſs of revenue to government) by the deaths an 
emigration of the inhabitants, who will naturally ſeek 
thoſe places where their wants may be relieved. | 
In-the ſecond inſtance, ſhould government approve of 
contracting, ſuch an equitable price ſhould be fixed on 
the grain as the pay of ao. will 2 
| am, &c. * 
Camp, (Signed) CHRISTIAN NUDSON, 
noar Barrelly, Lt. Col. Com. the Det. at Barrelly. 


Sept. agu 1783. 
15 A true copy. 


(Signed) John Briſtow, 
Reſident at the Vizier's Caurt. 
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Eftimate of the Daily conſumption of Grain and Provis | 
ſions of the Detachment under the Command of Lieut, 
Col. Knudſon. 8 N 


Camp near Barrelly, September 20th, 1783. F 


Wheat | 
Flour, Rice. Gra. Dahl. Total, 


* + WV) — — — — — 
To the military expenees ſor the 
European officers, artillery, and 
ſepoys — - 91 46 53 31 221 
Fer the beniahs, ſervants, and 
neceſſary camp followers - 57 26 11 18 112 


Total daily expence - 148 72 64. 49 333 


Total expence for one month — 9,999 
Grand total for fix months - 59,940 


; — .. 
(Signed) CHRIST. KENUDSON, 
Lieut. Col. commanding at Barrelly, 


A true Copy. —© > 
John Briſtow, 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

J had the honour to addreſs you on the 24th inſtant, 
with information of the diſtreſs the troops ſuffered from 
the ſcarcity. I now tranſmit copies of further letters 
that have paſſed between Col, Cumming and me on this 
ſubjeR. X 


| I am, &e. 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
28th Sept. 1783. Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow to Colonel Sir John 
Cumming, 25th September 1783. 


I have received your letter of the 21ſt inſtant, and, in 
compliance with your requeſt, tranſmit an order from 
Almaſs Ally Cawn to his Naibs at Kanooge, and other 

laces, directing them to furniſh the quantity of five 
Condens maunds of grain a day for the ſupply of the 
troops under your command. Almaſs Ally Cawn has 
been particularly ſolicitous, that I would beg of you to 
_ ſuffer an agent on his behalf to accompany the people you 
may depute on this buſineſs, in order to prevent diſturb- 
ances and interruption in the execution of it. 


Tranſ- 


| 3 3 dated 26th of Showal 1197, or 25th September 
17 Zo \ 


A reſponſible agent, on the part of Colonel Cumming, 


will be deputed to purchaſe grain in the diſtricts of Ka- 


nooge, &c. ; as the quantity of five hundred maunds is 

the daily conſumption in camp, I therefore write you to 
ſupply your reſpeQive proportions of the ſaid quantity, 
the ſame being fairly paid for, and, collecting the grain 
required, caule it to be delivered to the Colonel's agent. 
Do not on any account negle@ this buſineſs ; and know 
this to be a ſtrict injunction. 


Copy of a Letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming to 


Mr. Briſtow, 26th September 1783. 


I am extremely ſorry to trouble you ſo often on the 
ſame ſubject, but neceſſity muſt plead my cauſe. We are 
at preſent in the greateſt diſtreſs for proviſions, and you 
know how little power I have over the Aun.:ls to oblige 
them to ſupply us. | 

Apprehenſive as I am for the conſequence, ſhould the 
troops be for any conſiderable time without proviſions, I 
muſt earneſtly requeſt your attention to this repreſenta 

tion. 12 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow to Colonel Sir John 
| Cumming, 28th Sept. 1783. 2 


I am favoured with your letter of the 26th inſtant. 


On the 25th I tranſmitted you an order from Almaſs Ally 
Cawn to his Naibs, directing them to furniſh the quan- 
tity of oo you required, being five hundred maunds a 
—4 is Highneſs's other Aumils have alſo been repeat - 
y directed to render you every aſſiſtance in their power; 
but it is too late to obtain the Vizier's commands to diſ- 
patch them by this night's dauk; and to-morrow I will 
adviſe him to iſſue the moſt poſitive injunctions, and 
threaten them with ſevere puniſhment, if they neglect 
= applications. Except in the caſe of Almaſs, you 
ave not pointed out the particular quantity you would 
uire from any one diftrit, or I would cauſe it to be 
inſerted in the orders to the different Aumils. 
I am to obſerve, that all I can do in this buſineſs, is 
to convey his Highneſs's commands; it will reſt with 
— to enforce them, and act according to the emer- 


* Mr. 
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Mr. Melvill has drawn for eighty thouſand , rupees, 
which I underſtand will enable * iſſue a manth's 
pay to the troops. The treaſury is fo yy low at 

and; but I 
| certainly make an exertion to furniſh the paymaſter 
general immediately with a further ſupply, ſufficient for 
your wants. {well $6. 95 | 
True Copies. 8 
(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
at at the Vizier's Court. 


reſent period that the collections are at a 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 
T take the liberty to forward the copies of my correſ- 
pondence with Col. Cumming. 


— 7 ops Signed ) JOHN BRISTOW 
th ept. L . 81 a ; | 
* pts 125 | ( Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Copy of a Letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming to 
Mr. Briſtow, 27th Sept. 1783. 

Jam juſt favoured with your letter of the 25th: in- 
Kant; incloſing-an order on Almaſs Ally Cawn's Aumils. 
— 4 of his 17 an agent to accompany” 
the people ſent for grain. All I is, that grain 
be ſupplied for the conſumption of the troops upon the 
— N paying the current price of that neighbour- 


As it is probable the inhabitants of the villages through 
which the grain paſſes may interrupt its ac to camp, 
T ſhall' ſend parties of ys to protect it, but with 
poſitive orders to interfere: no further than to eſcort hither 
what is received from the Aumils and their dependants. 

The letter I —_— reſpeCting the mode of ſecuring 
fupptics for the ſeaſon, I hope you have tranſmitted to 
the Board. I have not addreſſed them on the ſubject, as 

I thought I could not with propriety intrude on them an 
u opinion. * Lg | 


Mr. Briſtow in Reply, dated 29th Sept. 1783. 


J have received your letter of the 27th inſtant; and 
now do myſelf the pleaſure to encloſe a copy of his High 
neſs's orders to his Aumils iſſued this day. I have like- 
wiſe written to them, recommending ſtrict attention to 
what the Vizier has directed, and explained the conſe- 

s of their diſabedience. BL | 
I tranſmitted a copy of your letter on the ſubject of 


ſupplics to the honourable Board on the 24th inſtant. 
| Tranſ- 


OS 
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Tranſlation of a Shokah from his Highneſs the Vizier to 
Meha Rajah Soorat Sing, Merza Mahomed Caſem, 
Roy Buſſunt Roy, and Mahomed Beg, the 1ſt Zu- 
kaade 1197, 


Orders were before iſſued to you concerning ſupplies 
of grain for the troops under the command of Colonel 
Sir John Cumming ; you are now alfo written to, that 

may not, under any pretence, negle& this buſineſs, 


and in caſe you ſhould, you wil be expoſed to our diſ- 


pleaſure ; and the Colonel has our direction to proceed 
againſt you. 


Copy of a Letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming to 
Mr. Briſtow ; dated 28th Sept. 1783. | 


L addrefſed you on the 21ſt inſtant, ſtating the diſtreſſes 


of the troops by want of pay. Fhey are now four months 
in arrears, which, though longer than they have ever 
been fince your Reſidentfhip, would not be ſo very diſ- 
trefling, were it not accompanied by the enormous price 
and lowing ſcarcity of proviſions; my principal mo- 
tive for - repeating my ſolicitations is the apprehenſion of 
not being able to march, ſhould the exigency of the ſer- 
vice require it. Situated as we are on the frontier, it's 
doth my inclination and duty to keep the detachment al- 
ways ready for immediate ſervice. 


am ſenſible that the troops at Khanpoor are as much - 


in arrears, and thoſe within the provinces even more ſo, 


than this detachment; yet, as there is a difference of 


thirty cent. on the price of proviſions between the 
rate at'Futty Ghur and the former, and a much ter 
difference when compared to the latter, it js impoſſible for 
them to feel the want of m_y ſo ſeverely as it is felt 
here : for theſe reaſons, I am thus urgent in my requeſt, 
You, however, are the beft judge of what * 
there is of our being called on to march; ſhould ſuch an 
event take place before we receive two months pay, it 


would not be in our power to carry two days proviſions 
in the field. 
True C 


ies. 
(Signed) OHN BRISTOW, 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Extra® of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 13th Oftober 2783. 
Mr. Stables having delivered his opinion on the Go- 
yernor-general's” minute, accompanying Major 8 
| , | 5 etter, 
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letter, entered on the laſt day's proceedings, it is NOW-re« 
corded, | 59s 5 


Mr. Stables. 1 8th October 1783. 

I with pleaſure agree with the Governor- general in the 
firſt part of this minute; and farther, that Mr. Cowper 
may be called upon to ſend to the Board the correſpon- 
dente which paſſed between them and any 4 Palmer, the 
latter gentleman having alluded to it in his letter to the 
Governor-general. 


Mr. M*Pherſon delivered in the following minute on 
the ſame ſubject. 


Mr. Macpherſon. | | 

I agree that a letter, in the terms the Governor-gene- 
ral propoſes, be written by the Secretary of the Board to 
Lieut. Colonel Martin; but as it appears, from Major 
Palmer's public letters, of the 16th and 20th September, 
to the Governor-general, that Colonel Martin has been 
employed in a negociation with Hyder Beg Cawn, for 
Mr. Briſtow, which Mr. Briſtow is ſaid to have diſavow- 
ed, it would be proper to give Mr. Briſtow. an opportu- 
nity of replying to Colonel Martin's evidence, and to 
afford him a ſimilar freedom to juſtify himſelf, as is grant- 
ed to Hyder Beg Cawn to prove his accuſations. This 
will follow, by directing Colonel Martin to ſupply Mr. 
Briſtow with a copy of his evidence. LOG 

I have heard of the private correſpondence between 
Major Palmer and Mr. Cowper. As a private correſpon- 
dence, no perſon in poſſeſſion of it can properly bring it 
into public view, without the conſent of the parties. But 
as Major Palmer ſuppoſes that an inference, which is un- 
Juſt, is drawn from this correſpondence, and that it is 
attempted to be proved by it, that his continuance at 
«© Lucknow, after his return from Rampoor, was for 
the purpoſes of encouraging the minifter to oppoſe the 
«© meaſures of Mr. Briſtow, and to excite complaints 
„ againſt his conduct,“ ſo Major Palmer ſhould, I 
think, for his own ſatisfaction, publiſh thoſe parts of the 
_ correſpondence which are ſaid to be perverted to ſuch an 
inference, | | 

In conſequence of the foregoing minute, the following 
was delivered in by the Governor-general. 


/ 


Governor General.  Ghyretty, 11th Oct. 1783. 
I defire that my inſtructions to Mr. Briſtow, and the 


letter which I delivered with them to him for Hyder Beg 
Khawn, my minute of the 6th, with Major Palmer's two 

etters, and-that of Hyder Beg Khawn accompanying — 
0 e 
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the minutes of Meſſrs. Macpherſon and Stables, this mi- 
nute, and ſuch others as ſhall follow on the ſubject of 
Mr. Briſtow's conduct, may be ſent numbers in the packet 
now under diſpatch. I muſt here alſo formally move, 
what I conclude to have been underſtood, that all the mi- 
nutes and letters which have paſſed upon this ſubject ſince 
the 20th of April, may be ſent in a collective view by 
this packet to the Court of Directors: to render them 
complete, I ſhall add an extract of a letter from Major 
Davy to Major Palmer, written by my direction, and an 
extract of an addreſs from Rajah Govind Ram to the 
Nabob Vizier, both intended to obviate or efface any ill 
impreſſions which the Nabob Vizier might have received 
to the prejudice of Mr. Briſtow, and to beſpeak his fa- 
vourable reception of Mr. Briſtow, on his recent appoint- 
ment. Theſe letters are alluded to in the cloſe of my 
minute of the 29th ultimo, and in that which I deliver- 
ed at the Board on the th March laſt, on the occaſion of 
Mr. Fowke's appointment to the reſidency of Benares, 
and will be entered on the proceedings as vouchers of the 
declarations contained in both. 
| -T muſt take the freedom to remark, on Mr. Macpher- 
ſon's laſt minute, that his refuſal to produce the correſ- 
pondence between Major Palmer and Mr. Cowper appears 
-to me to be repugnant to the principle implied in the | 
reaſon aſſigned for it; I would willingly avoid ſaying or 6 
ſuggeſting what may give perſonal offence, but I feel | 
myſelf at a loſs whether to underſtand Mr. Macpherſon's 
words as a denial or admiſſion of his being in poſſeſſion 
of that correſpondence, To ſay that he has heard of 
ſuch a correſpondence, would in common conſtruction 
imply that he had it not, eſpecially when this ſentence is 
applied to my requeſt that he ſhould produce it, if he had 
it; but I rather apprehend, from the context, that it was 
meant as a tacit acknowledgment that he had poſſeſſion of 
it; for otherwiſe there would have been no occaſion to 
aſſign a reaſon for not producing it. The reaſon is, that, 
as a private correſpondence, no perſon in poſſeſſion of 
C it can properly bring it into public view, without the 
c conſent of the parties.” This principle will operate 
with equal force againſt the private communication of it, 
if it is judged to contain any matter tending to reflect on 
the character of the parties; and eſpecially if it was com- 
municated by either of the parties themſelves, for the. 
- purpoſe of criminating the other, which I take upon me 
to affirm was the caſe. 
To refer me back to Major Palmer or Mr. Cowper for a 
copy of the correſpondence, is in effect to refuſe it; ſince 
the i reply cannot arrive till long after the preſent dif, 1 
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and I do therefore proteſt againſt it, as a denial of com- 


mon juſtice a ;\, 
A true I | ; 
E. Hay, 
Acting Sec. to the Secret Department, 


Information communicated to the Nuvvaub Visier, by 
Rajah Gobind Rawn, in his Erzie, dated ryth Ram- 
zam A. H. 1196, or 27th Auguſt 1782, by Directions 
from the Governor-general. 


This day the Governor- general ſent for me in private; 
after recapitulating the various informations he had re- 
ceived reſpecting the anarchy and confuſton ſaid to reign 
throughout your Highneſs's country, and complaints that 
neither your Highneſs, or Hyder Beg Khawn, or Mr. 
Middleton, or Mr. Johnſon, ever wrote to him on the 
Nate of your affairs, or if he ever received a letter from 
the preſence, it always contained aſſertions contrary to 
the above informations, the Governor-general proceeded 
as follows : That it was his intention to -have appointed 
Mr. David Anderſon to attend upon your Highneſs ; but. 
that he was ſtil] with Sindeah, and there was no proſpe& 
of his ſpeedy return from his camp ; therefore it was now 
his wiſh to appoint Mr. John Briſtow, who was well ex- 
rienced in buſineſs, to Lucknow : That when Mr. 
Briſtow formerly held the office of Reſident there, he was 
not appointed by him; and that, notwithſtanding he had 
not ſhewn any inſtances of diſobedience, yet he deemed 
it neceſſary to recall him, becauſe he had been patronized 
and appointed by gentlemen who were in oppoſition to 
him, and had counteracted and thwarted all his meaſures ; 
that this had been his reaſon far recalling Mr. Briſtow : 
"That ſince Mr. Francis's return to Europe, and the ar- 
rival of information there of the death of the other gen- 
tlemen, the King and the Company had declared their 
approbation of his (the Governor-general's) conduct, and 
had conferred upon him the moſt ample powers; that 
they had ſent our Mr. Macpherſon, who was his old and 
particular friend; and that Mr. Stables, who was on his 
way here as a member of the Supreme Council, was alſo 
Mis particular friend: That Mr. Wheler had received let- 
ters from Europe, informing him, that the members of 
the Council were enjoined, all of them, to co- operate 
and act in conjunction with him, in every meaſure which 
ſhould be agreeable to him; and that there was no one 
in Council now, who was not entirely united with him; 
and conſequently, that his authority was perſect and 
complete: That Mr, Briſtow, as was known to me, _ 


riturned to Europe; but that, during his ſtay there, he 


had never ſaid any thing diſreſpe&ful of him, br endea- 


voured to injure him; on the contrary, he had received 


accounts from Europe, that Mr. Briſtow had ſpoken 


much in his praiſe ; ſo that Mr. Briſtow's friends there 
had become his friends: That Mr. Briſtow had lately 


bren introduced to him by Mr. Macpherſon, had ex- 


plained his paſt conduct perfectly to his ſatisfaction, and 
had requeſted from him the appointment to Lucknow ; 
and had declared, in the event of his obtaining the ap- 
pointment, that he ſhould ſhew every mark of attention 
and obedience to the pleaſure of your Highnels, and his 
(the Governor's) ſaying, that your Highneſs was well 
pleaſed with him, and that he knew what you had fot- 


merly written had been written at the inſtigation of Mr; 


Middleton : That in conſequence of the foregoing, he 
2 Governor) had determined to appoint Mr. Brig to 

ucknow ; but had poſtponed his appointment to that 
office for the ayers Sem mans VIZ, People at Lucknow 
might think that Mr. Briſtow had obtained his appoint- 
ment in conſequence of orders from Europe, and contrary 


to his (the Governor's) inclinations ; but as the contrary 


was the caſe, and as he now conſidered Mr. Briſtow as 
the object of his own particular patronage, thetefore he 
directed me to forward Mr. Briſtow's Erzee to the pre- 
ſence, and to repreſent, that it was his (the Governor's} 
wiſh, that yout Highneſs, oh the receipt thereof, would 
write a letter to him, and as from yourſelf, requeſt of 
him, that Mr. Briſtow may be appointed to Lucknow, 
and that you would write an ariſwer to his Erzee, expreſ- 
ſive of your perſect ſatisfaction on the ſubject. The Go- 
vernor concluded with injunctions, that until the arrival 
of your Highneſs's letter, requeſting the «| cog of 
Mr. Briſtow, and your anſwer to this Erzee, that I 
ſhould keep the particulars of this converſation à pro- 
found ſecret ; for that the communication of it to any 
perſon whatever would not only cauſe his diſpleaſure, but 
would throw affairs at Lucknow into great confuſion. 
The preceding is the ſubſtance of the Governor's direc- 
tions to me. He afterwards went to Mr. Macpherſon's, 
and I attended him. Mr. Briſtow was there. The Go- 
yernor took Mr. Briſtow's Erzee from his hand, and de- 
livered-it into mine, and thence proceeded to Council; 
Mr. Briſtow's Erzee, and the foregoing particulars, I 
tranſmit and communicate by the Governor's directions; 
and I requeſt that I may be favoured with the anſwer to 
this Erzee and the letter to the Governor as ſoon as poſ- 

Voz. IV. we: ſible, 
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ſible, as his injunctions to me on the ſubje& were very 
particular. | Meer 


A true Copy. | | 
Acting Sec. to the Secret Department. 


Extracts of Directions, written by Major Davy to Major 
Palmer, by te Order of the Honourable the Governor 
General, October 6th, 17822. | 


Vou are to inform the Nabob and his miniſters, that 
Mr. Briſtow is not the choice of the gentlemen of the 
Council, but the Governor's on; and that his own and 
ſole choice has now been formed on the moſt perfect 
| knowledge of his integrity, honour, and abilities. 
| - That times, and men, and things are changed; that 
the preſent members of the Board are every way different 
| 5 men from their predeceflors, are firmly attached to and 

united with the 1 and determined to ſupport all 
his meaſures; that Mr. Middleton was the favoured ob- 
| je& of the Governor's private friendſhip and particular 
affection; that he had treated and confided in him as his 
| child, and appointed him to the Court of Owde as to 
| the firſt office in his gif t ; on the contrary, he had former- 
| ly cauſe to conſider Mr. Briſtow as his enemy, from the 
| nature of his connections: That Mr. Middleton has de- 

; ceived him, has diſcredited the confidence he placed in 
| his attachment, abilities, and gratitude, and diſappointed 

| him in all his expectations: That Mr: Briſtow's former 
connections are diſſolved, and that his conduct now ap- 
pears, on the fulleſt conviction, to have been juſt, ho- 

5 nourable, and conſiſtent; that the Governor relies im- 
| | plicitly on his integrity and attachment; and that he is 
| in poſſeſſion of his entire confidence, affection, and fulleſt 
| ſupport. | | 
| A true Copy. 
| | | FF E. HA Y, : | 
= | 5 Acting Sec. to the Secret Department. 
| 
| 


To Hyder Beg Khawn. | 
„ | October 20th 1982. 
W han Mr. Briſtow lately addreſſed the Nuvvaub upon 
che ſubject of my intention to appoint him to the office 
: of Reſident at the Court of the Nuvvaub Vizier, on the 
| | part of this government, 1 that the Nuvvaub 
| himſelf had no perſonal objection to him, I directed Raja 
Gobind Raum to receive and forward the letter, and to 
inform the Nuvvaub that the appointment of Mr. Briſtow 
ſhould depend upon his pleaſure, which in all things I 
| Te | have 
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' have made it my ſtudy to conſult and promote z but leſt 
the Nuvvayb, from the recollection of paſt tranſactions, 
might miſconſtrue my recommendation an oſtenſible 
feſſion, and on that account expreſs reluctance to aſſent 
to the appointment; I defired Gobind Raum to explain 
very particularly to the Nuvvaub, both that I had a very 
big eſteem for Mr. Briſtow, and an entire confidence in 
his attachment and integrity, and the reaſons which had 
produced this alteration in my ſentiments reſpeQing that 
gentleman. At the ſame time I mentioned the defection 
and treachery of Almas Alli Khawn ; the diſordered ſtate 
to which he had abandoned the province of Doaub, arid 
the other diſtricts of which he had charge; the like 
ſymptoms apparent in the conduct of the Aumil of Ro- 
hailkund; and the general diſobedience and confuſion 
which prevailed in every part of the Nabob's dominions, 
of which, though known to all mankind; I had never 
received' any information, either from the Nuvvaub, 
5 or Mr. Middleton. In anſwer to his meſſage, 
aja Gobind Raum received a Perwannah from the Nuv- 
vaub;. containing complaints and reproaches at my inter- 
ference in his affairs; his 2 to receive my 
agent from me, but without any perſonal diſlike to Mr. 
Briſtow, in whoſe appointment he ſhould acquieſce, if I 
choſe to make it. | * 
Theſe ſentiments; and theſe expreſbons, are neither 
conſonant to the benevolence of the Nuvvaub's temper, 
nor to the friendſhip which I know he poſſeſſes for me, 
but were dictated for other purpoſes, known to yourſelf 
only--they are your ſentiments and your expreſſions, and 
not the Nuvvaub's. But my aſtoniſhment at the other 
parts of the Perwannah is not to be expreſſed; for it de- 
clares, that all which I had ſaid reſpecting Almas Alli 
Khawn, and the diſordered ſtate of the Nuvvaub's go- 
vernment, to be entirely falſe and without foundation, and 
the invention of incendiary people; and that the Nuv- 
vaub's dominions enjoyed the moſt perfect tranquillity 
and peace, Either theſe affirmations were dictated by the 
Nuvvaub, or written without his knowledge; if they 
were dictated by the Nuvyaub, they were ſuch as would 
not admit of a reply from me in an immediate addreſs to 
himſelf; becauſe I muſt have told him that he was de- 
ceived, and kept in utter ignorance of his own affairs, at 
the ſame time that the whole world, except himſelf, ſaw 
the condition they were in, and the deſtruction which was 
hanging over them. If the letter was written in the Nuy« 
vaub's name, but without his knowledge, what muſt have 
— of one that could induce you to at- 
ſo groſs a OI my underſtanding ? In 
| 2 


9 ” 
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either caſe your conduct is without excuſe; its object f 
plainly ſee—by the authority of the Nuvvaub Vizier you 
mean your own. When you make the Nuvvaub to com- 

. plain of the uſurpations on that authority, and to aſſert 
his right to the uncontrouled exerciſe of it, the plain 
interpretation of this is, that you yourſelf lay claim to 
the uſurpation of his authority, and to the uncontrouled 
exerciſe of it. And how has it been exerciſed ? I ſhall 

. Not repeat particulars, having already written to you full 

upon them, and the ſubject is unpleaſant ; but 1 muſt 

tell you that ſuch is their notoriety, that the report of 

them is echoed to me from all parts of Hindoſtan and 

Deccan, and the moſt alarming apprehenſions expreſſed by 

my agents, employed in the remote affairs of this govern- 

ment, leſt. they ſhould attract the hoſtilities of other 

- powers, and impede the pacifications which are now, and 
have been, for ſome time paſt, impending. 

I write thus plainly to you from two motives :- The 
firſt is to ſhew how thin the veil is by which you attempt 

to cover this policy; and of courſe to convince you that 

J ſhall receive and conſtrue every fimilar declaration, 

however made to me from the Nuvvaub, and every letter 
written in his name, tending to deſtroy or leſſen the friend- 
ſhip ſubſiſting between us, as your declaration, as your 
letter. The ſecond is, that as I do not ſo much aſcribe 
theſe artifices to you as to the evil counſels and encou- 
ragements which you have lately received from other per- 
ſons, whoſe names I need not mention, you may ſee and 
know on what terms you may expect hereafter to retain 
that friendſhip and ſupport which, | have hitherto given 

you. For the reſt I refer you to Mr, Briſtow, to whom, 
verbally and in writing, I have communicated every tittle 
of my ſentiments, intentions, and expectations, upon this 
ſubject. 2A 


A true Copy, 
5 8 : E. H A y | 
Acting Secretary to the Secret Department. 


Mr, Macpherſon, 
I agree that a letter, in the terms the Governor-general 
ropoſes, be written by the Secretary of the Board to 
Lieutenant Colonel Martin; but as it appears, from 
Major Palmer's public letters of the 16th, and 20th Sep- 
tember, to the — grabantiry that Colonel Martin 
has been employed in a negociation with Hyder Beg 
Cawn for Mr. Briſtow, which Mr. Briſtow is ſaid to have 


diſavowed, it would be proper to give Mr. Briſtow an 
opportunity of replying to Colonel Martin's evidence, 
and to afford him a finular freedom to juſtify himſelf, as 
| 2: 2 is 
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is granted to Hyder Beg Cawn to prove his accuſations, 
this will follow, by directing Colonel Martin to ſupply 
Mr. Briſtow with a copy of his evidence, 

I have heard of the private correſpondence between 
Major Palmer and Mr, Cooper : as a private correſpon- 
dence, no perſon in poſſeſſion of it can properly bring it 
into public view, without the conſent of the parties ; | 
as Major Palmer ſuppoſes that an inference which is un- 
juſt is drawn from this correſpondence, and that it is at- 
tempted to be proved by it that his continuance at Luck- 
now after his return from Rampoor was for the purpoſes 
of encouraging the miniſter to oppoſe the meaſures of 
Mr. Briſtow, and to excite complaints againſt his con- 
duct, ſo Major Palmer ſhould, T think, for his own ſa- 
tisfaftion, publiſh thoſe parts of the correſpondence which 
are ſaid to be perverted to ſuch an inference, ' | 


A true Copy. 
E. HAY, 
Acting Sec. to the Secret Department. 
Mr, Stables. gc Oftober 1783. 
I with pleaſure with the Governor-general in the 


firſt part of this minute; and further, that Mr, C 
may be called upon to ſend to the Board the correſpon- 
dence which valſed between him and Major Palmer, the 
latter gentleman having alluded to it in his letter to the 
Governor:general, | 
| A true Copy. 
E. H A y g 
Acting Sec. to the Secret Department. 


Lieutenant Colonel Martin, at Lucknow. 


Sir, | 

The Honourable the Governor-general and Council 
having been adviſed that you have been privy to many of 
the circumſtances which relate to the complaints exhibited 
to this government by his Excellency the Vizier, and 
his acting miniſter Hyder Beg Cawn, againſt Mr. Briſ- 
tow ; and as Hyder Beg has appealed directly to your 
teſtimony for the truth of his repreſentation of them ; I 
require you, in the name of the honourable Board, and 
by their orders, to tranſmit to them in writing an exact 
narrative of all you know concerning the various matters 
of complaint which have paſſed between the Nabob Vizier 
and his. Miniſter Hyder Beg Khawn on one part, and 
Mr. Briſtow on the other. Your narrative muſt be ſp 
ſolemn a declaration of what is required from you, that 
you may, if called on, atteſt the ſa ne on oath, 
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Board imagine that you are already acquainted with the 
ſeveral complaints which have been made againſt Mr. 
Briſtow : if you are not,' you will apply for them to that 
gentleman, who is directed to ſhew them to you, 

I am further directed to inform you of the Board's plea- 
ſure, that you ſupply Mr. Briftow with a copy of the 
evidence which you have been ordered to tranſmit to them. 


I am, Sir, &c, 
Council Chamber, (Signed) E. HAY, | 
the 13th October 1783. | Sub. Sec. 
A true copy. 
E. Ha 4 


ay FIR 
Acting Sec. to the Secret Departm. 
Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident at Lucknow. 


Sir, | DT 
The honourable the Governor-general and Council 
having been adviſed that Lieutenant Colonel Martin has 
been privy to many of the circumſtances which relate to 
the complaints exhibited againſt you to this goyernment 
by his Excellency the Vizier, and his acting miniſter 
Hyder Beg Khawn ; and the latter has appealed directly to 
Colonel Martin's teſtimony for the truth of his repreſenta- 
tion of them, Colonel Martin has been required to tranſmit 
to the Board an exact narrative of all he knows concerning 
the various matters of ſuch complaints; and I am directed 
to acquaint you with the Board's order, that you ſhew 
him copies of all the papers in which they are included, 
and tranſmited to you from this goverment, ſhould he 
defire to ſee them: and as the Board wiſh to give you 
an opportunity of juſtification, and of replying to Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Martin's evidence, ſhould you be pleaſed 
to do ſo, Lieutenant Colonel Martin has been ordered to 
furniſh you with a copy of it. | | 
| I] am, Sir, &c. 
Council Chamber, (Signed) E. HAY, 
the 13th October 1783. | Sub. Sec. 
, A true copy. 


E, Hay, 1 | 
Acting Sec. to the Secret Departm. 


Extract of the Secret Letter from Bengal; dated the 2oth 
5; October 1783. 


Para. 49. We think it neceſſary to inform you, that 
the Governor General having received complaints from 
the Vizier, and his miniſter Hyder Beg Cawn, againſt 
the conduct of Mr. Briſtow, our reſident at the court of 
Oude, laid them before us on the 21ſt of April laſt, with 

8 3 a4 ä copy 


though known to the members of the Board at the time 


when they were given, and ſanctified by their approba- 
tion, had not before been recorded, from the neceſlity of 


preſerving them in ſecrecy. | 

50. Theſe papers: being voluminous, were circulated 
for the conſideration of the members of the Board, and 
on the xgth of May it was reſolved to ſend copies of com- 
plaints to Mr. Briſtow, and to require his anſwers to them. 

51. Mr. Briſtow acknowledged the receipt of our letter, 
containing theſe complaints, on the 13th of June; and 
on the 23d of Jane excuſed himſelf for not being able to 
reply to them earlier, under the plea of indifpoſition. 
His defence, which is dated the 3oth of July, and other 
letters of explanation from him, arrived, and have 


been conſidered ; but as we differed in our opinions upon 


the ſubject of his proceedings, and many minutes have 
been recorded in conſequence, we beg leave to refer you 
to our conſultation at large, under the following dates, 
and earneſtly recommend them to your attentive peruſal ; 
for which purpoſe, and to ſave you the trouble of further 
reference, we encloſe complete extracts, ſeparate number, 
by this packet. . 


Conſ. 3iſt April 1783. Vizier's and Hyder Beg's com- 
plaints; Governor-general's ori- 
ginal inſtructions to Mr. Briſtow. 
12th May Sundry letters from Mr. Briſtow 
| to the Board, and to the Gover- 
nor-general. 


19th May Minutes and reſolution to call on 
| Mr. Briſtow. 
22d Do. Further letter from Hyder Beg. 
Minutes. | 
23d June Mr. Briſtow's letters, dated 
9 July Do. Do. Doe. 
3 Minutes. | 
28 Do. Further letter from the Vizier and 
Hyder Beg. 
Minutes. 
31 Do. Minutes. 


11 Auguſt Mr. Briſtow's defence, 
4 September Mr. Wheler's opinion, 
Mr, Stable's Do. 
| Mr. Macpherſon's Do. 
29 September Governor-general's Do. 
6 October Do. — Do. 
Minutes. 


52. Theſe 
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a copy of his original inſtructions to Mr. Briſtow; which, 


— 


* 
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52. Theſe letters will likewiſe furniſh you with Mr. 
Briftow's reports of the preſent ſtate of the Vizier's 
country. 1 
54. The directions which you have been pleaſed to 
give, in your commands of the 14th of February laſt, 
concerning the Begums at Fyzabad, have alſo produced 
different opinions upon them at this Board, which being 
recorded we muſt beg leave to refer you to our proceedings, 
—— in the margin “, for a reply to that part of your 
etter. | 
55. The 11th and following paragraphs of our ſaid 
letter, reſpecting the Nabob Fyzoola haun, cannot be 
replied to with greater propriety of accuracy than by a 
reference to the concluſion of ours of the 5th April laſt, 
by the Surprize, wherein we informed you of the treaty 
concluded between the Vizier and that chief, to which we 
have ſigned as guarantee, and of the relative connection 
of their reſpective governments. | 
56. In reply to the two laſt paragraphs of your letter 
above mentioned, we beg leave to inform you that a 
minute and propoſal are now before us from the Gover- 
nor-general, for the appointment of an Engliſh Reſident 
with the Nabob of Ferruckabad ; in compliance with his 
requeſt, contained in a letter which is alſo before us, we 
ſhall adviſe you of our determination on this ſubje& by 


the fixſt opportunity, 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Goyernor 
. Members of the Supreme Council, Fort 
1 iam, 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, _ 
I haye receiyed your commands of the 28th ultimo, and 
now tranſmit you a liſt of the Jaghyres reſumed ſince the 
agreement made by the honourable the Governor-geperal 
with his Excellency the Vizier at Chunar, in September 
1781, as furniſhed me by Hyder Beg Cawn. The lift I 
had formerly the honour to be to your honourable 
Board was the ſum propoſed to be allowed to the proprie- 
tors in lieu of the income of their Jaghyres, and not the 
actual amount; my aſcectaining theſe particulars has oc- 
caſioned the delay in my replying to your orders, 


* Conf. 28 Aug. Mr. WWheler's minute. Gov. Genli. ditto.— 
22 Mr. Stables ditto. Gov. Genl's. ditto.— 13 Of. Mr. 
Macpherſon's ditto, Governor Genl's, ditto, Macpberſon's, 
ditto. . 


I haye 
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T have only to obſerve, in regard to the ſituation of the/ 

Jaghyredars, that very few of them received any part of 

their allowances, and they are all in diſtreſs. | 

I have the honour to be, with the greateſt reſpect, 
Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 


Lucknow, Your moſt obedient, 
25th Sept. 1783. and humble ſervant, 

ö | (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW. 

| Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 

A true copy. 
E. Hay, 
Acting Sec. to the Secret Departm. 
Extract of General Letter ou Bengal; dated 23d Octolen 
a 1783. 


Para. 146. By the letters which we have received from 
Lucknow, we find great apprehenſions prevail of an ap- 
proaching famine in the Nabob's diſtricts. A ſcarcity of 
grain has already been ſeverely felt in all the Weſtern 

countries towards Delhi, and from the uncommon drought 
of the ſeaſon to the northward af Calcutta, the crops 
* the ground have been ſcorched, and nearly deſtroyed. 
his evil has been leſs felt, as it reached to the ſouth- 
ward, where the grain is chiefly produced, and the ſeaſon 
of the periodical rains not being entirely over, we have 
yet hopes that a fall of water may come in time to pre- 
vent the total loſs of the preſent harveſt, To guard againſt 
the effects of ſcarcity as much as poſſible in the Upper 
Countries, we haye taken off all duties upon the exporta- 
tion of grain to thoſe parts. 


Mr. Macpherſon, cy 

Though I donot remember to have ſeen Major Palmer's 
inſtructions in their preſent arranged ſtate, I remember 
perfectly to have ſeen detached minutes or memorandums 
af his commiſſion to Oude in April or May 1782. 

I approved of his being ſent thither, and that Major 
Davy ſhould accompany him. 

The objects of their miſſion were, as I recolle& them, 
to inform this government of the real ſtate of the Vizier's 
country, an information which was at the time withheld 
by your official agents; to aſcertain the cauſes of the Vi- 
zier's ſeeming diſatis faction; and to endeavour to induce 
him to transfer ten lacks of rupees, that he offered to the 
Goyernor-general as a preſent, to the Compauy's account, 
as a donation te them, It was beſides wiſhed, and Major 
Palmer was ſanguine in his expectations of I 

* 


the negociation, that Hyder Beg Cawn and Almas 
| Cawn 
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Cawn might be induced to lend a conſiderable ſum of 
money as a loan to the Company. The Governor-general 
likewiſe ſhewed me Major Palmer's letters from Oude, 
ſoon after his arrival there: I do not recollect their con- 
tents, for I was not well at the time. Major Davy re- 
turned to Calcutta ſoon afterwards ; and the accounts we 
had from both confirmed me in the repreſentations that 
prevailed relative to the diſtracted ſtate of the Vizier's 
A true copy. 
- - 8. HAY; 
Acting Sec. to the Secret Departm. 


Mr. Macpherſon. dag | . 

I readily agree to all the Governor-general's propoſi- 
tions, in his minute of the 11th October. 

Every paper that relates to the ſubject of the complaints 
againſt Mr. Briſtow, and his defence, ſhould be ſent home 
to the Court of DireQors, and placed together before them 
in a collective view. | 

J might have expreſſed myſelf more decidedly; but the 
Governor-general has fully underſtood my meaning in 
my minute, recorded on the 16th inſtant, in which I ob- 
ſerved, ** that 1 had heard of the correſpondence between 
* Major Palmer and Mr. Cooper.” 

I heard of the correſpondence early. Major Palmer 
was pleaſed to take notice of my name in it, and relative 
to a point in which he was miſtaken, | 

T he correfpondence was afterwards communicated to 
me; and it appears from it, that Major Palmer was not 
unwilling that it ſhould be publicly ſeen, provided it was 
not ſltiewn in partial extracts. Still, as it was called a 

rivate correſpondence, | did not think it a proper ſubject to 
* brought forward by me for public liſcuſon, nor to 
my remembrance has it been out of my poſſeſſion ſince I 
received it; nor do I recolle& to have ſpoken of it in 

rivate converſation to more than three people, who had 
likewiſe heard of it, from Lucknow. wc. 

The Governor-general is of opinion that the correſ- 
pondence ſhould not be withheld, if in my poſſeſſion; 
and declares, a reference for it to Lucknow would be in 
effect a denial of common juſtice; I lay it, therefore, 
without further hefitation, before the Board, and they 
may order it to be part of the preſent diſpatch. I can 
have no objection. n | | 

f | A true copy, 
„ | 
Acting Sec. to the Secret Departm. 


Copy 
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4 Copy of a Letter from Mr. Cowper to Mr. Briſtow. | 


Major P. having to-day deſired, that the whole of the 
correſpondence between him and me might always appear 
together, in order clearly to explain the occaſion in which 
it originated, I encloſe you ſuch part of it as was omitted 
in your copy: and P. having further defired and ſtated 
to me, that it is not fit that partial extracts of it ſhould 
be taken or ſhewn (an opinion in which I perfectly agree 
with him) I am to requeſt, that you will give me your 

romiſe never to make uſe of it but in its complete ſtate ; 

ould you have already communicated it to any perſon, 
you will of courſe cauſe them to ſee the additions I now 
ſend you. At the time that, conformably to Major P's 
deſire, and in juſtice to him, I lay this injunRion, you 
will be ſatisfied I am myſelf too — acquainted with your 
liberality and candour to think any ſuch formality ne- 
ceſſary. | , 


Copy of a Letter from Mr, Cowper to Major Palmer. 


I am told by Mr. Neave, that you expreſſed yourſelf to 
him yeſterday as if you thought I had neglected you. Such 
ſuſpicions are unworthy of us both, I ſhall not therefore 
heſitate to remove them. To whom do you imagine my 
frequent viſits at Mr. Thomas's were directed? Aſk that 
gentleman, and he will tell you, that previous to your 
arrival our intercourſe had. been confined (as muſt na- 
turally be the caſe between perfect ſtrangers) to an ex- 
change of one or two formal viſits. He would, no doubt, 
have been extremely aſtoniſhed to ſee me ſuddenly entering 
his houſe on all occaſions without ceremony, and ſittin 
down uninvited at his table, if he had not felt that his 
conduct was juſtified by the long and intimate friendſhip 
which had ſubſiſted between you and me, and been con- 
vinced that it was to you that all my attentions were di- 
rected, I always conſidered you as his gueſt, and but 
for the explanation I have now received, it would never 
have entered into my imagination, that to ſee you at his 
or the other houſe, made any diſtinction in your eyes. 


Major Palmer, in Anſwer to Mr. Cowper. 


18th May 83. 

I am glad that Neave mentioned to you what [I peeviſhl 
hinted of my ſuſpicion that you had forgot or was indif. 
ferent to your old friendſhip ; for it has procured me an 
explanation ſo highly ſatis factory. It did not occur to 
me to reflect upon the nature and duration of your ac- 
quaintance with Thomas, or I ſhould certainly have 

| | taken 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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taken your frequent viſits there to my own account. If I 
have been ſore at your ſuppoſed negle& of me, it was be. 
cauſe I ſet a value on your attention. I ſtrove, however, 
to conceal my uneaſineſs, by uſing your houſe with the ut- 
molt freedom. I am not apt to be captious on points like 


this, and have a good enough opinion of myſelf to believe, 


that I am not in danger of being neglected. If I thought 
that I perceived a coolneſs in you towards me, I attributed 
it to motives of a political view—you cannot be ignorant 
of the part which has been impoſcd upon me, reſpecting 
the public conduct of B. to forward the public repreſenta- 
trons of the Vizier and his Miniſter to the Governor, 
from whom alone the hope for an alteration in matters of 
interference, which they deem unjuſt and oppreſhve, was 
indiſpenſable on me, when required to do ſo; and when 1 
confidered the tranſactions of which they complained: as 
contrary to the ſentiments, and injurious to the authority 
and reputation, of my beſt friend and patron, I am an in- 
voluntary actor in this ſcene. I have never enquired of 
any perſon whatever into B,'s proceedings; thoſe which 
are complained of are public, and which he may, for ought 
F know, be able to vindicate I have no mtereſt in the 
event, and have acted from no other motive than duty and 
gratitude to my employer and beneſactor. I was, however, 
x little apprehenſive, that as you appear to think all B.'s 
meaſures juſt and expedient, you might confider yourſelf 
28 involved in the enquiry; and, not making allowance for 
my fituation and morives, think I had acted an unfriendly 
= towards you; and thence J attributed your neglect. 
did not mtend ever to have opened this ſubje& to you, 
had not the other led me inſenſibly into it, though I ſhould 
have been happy that you had required air explanation, 
'F his is intended ſolely for . B. bas never commu- 
nicated with me on public bufineſs, nor have | any defire 
what he fhould. IT came here by the Governor's expreſs or- 


gers, to eſtabliſh a firm perſuaſion in the minds of the 


Visier and lris Minifter, of B. 's poſſeſſing the Governor's 
entre confidence and ſupport: I obeyed the command with 
chearfulneſs, and executed it not only with fidelity but with 
zeal. Bow far B. has rendered himtelf worthy of that 
generous confidence which Mr, H. repoſed in bim, you 


know better than I do; all I wifh you to believe is, that 


nothing perſonal or intereſted has actuated my conduct: B. 
knows circumſtantially, that I was a warm advocate with 
the Governor for his appointment to this ſtation, at a time 
„hen it could not have been ſuppoſed that Mr. H. acted 


water the influence of another Member of the Adminiſtra- 


en. Ong: more, all this to yourſelf. 5 
WET Ke I am, &. (Signed) *. 


I, 
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Mr. Cowper, in Anſwer. den 


If, after the very candid and liberal explanation you fa- 
voured me with, uncalled upon, a few days ago, I were in 
my turn capable of any concealment, I ſhould baſely betray 
your confidence and friendſhip. I will tell youfairly, then, 
that I was perfectly aſtoniſhed at the paragraph in JE Its 
where you ſay, You cannot be ignorant of the part 
«« which has been impoſed upon me reſpecting the public 
« conduct of Briſtow to forward, &c.— Till that moment 
I had always underſtood, and as I recolle& the information 
came from yourſelf, you were detained here entirely by the 
indiſpoſition of your children; beſides, I could not con- 
ceive how I alone ſhould have ſo long continued an utter 
ranger to a circumſtance of ſo extraordinary a nature, 
which you ſtate to be of ſuch public notoriety. At the 
ſame time, as | had good reaſon to imagine, that very many 
individuals were as much in the dark in this particular as 
myſelf, I was determined to aſcertain how far my opinion 
was warranted, I ſounded ſeveral, and though I found them 
generally agreed with reſpect to the intention in which you 
remained here, © to forward, as you ſay, &c.“ yet they 
uniformly proſeſſed their entire ignorance of your taking 
this part, in obedience to or under the authority of a pub- 
lic commiſſion; in the laſt reſort, therefore, and as a more 
ccrtain way of reſolving the queſtion, I laſt night wrote 
the following note to Mr. Briſtow. 


My dear Briſtow, 

Is Palmer now in any oſtenſible character here, either 
from the Governor General, &c, Co. or from the Go- 
vernor General ſeparately ; and if he is, what is the nature 
of it? I have a particular reaſon for afking theſe queſtions. 
| Your's, affy. 


25th May, 1783. (Signed) W. COWPER. 
Mr. Briſtow's Anſwer. 
My dear Cowper, 


Major Palmer is in no private or oſtenſible character, as 
you will obſerve from the following extract of a private let- 
nr the Governor to me, dated 23d of November, 
1782: OY 


If this is not to be effected, apprize Major Palmer of 
« it 9 he may leave the place without further de- 
lay. It is not fit that he ſhould remain there, either by 
his preſence to countenance the ſuppolition of a double 
influence, or to afford an argument of the diminution 
Hof mine, to thoſe who may be diſpoled, as there ate 
. | : «c many 


4 
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many, to repreſent him as my Secretary, as a 
© whom [I hive an affection, —— to a e * 
ä | Yours; | | 


. (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 


This ariſwer, as it is perfectly irreconcileable to the con- 
tents of your letter t6 me, has ſerved only to augment my 
perplexity. Relying, as I do, implicitly on your truth and 
honour, I am, nevertheleſs, moſt happy I purſued my in- 
quiries ſo far, ſince the reſult, by being communicated, 
will afford you the opportunity of reconciling this ſeeming 
contradiction, which, but for ſuch explanation; might be 
liable to be miſconſtrued by an uncharitable and misjudging 
world, I do, myſelf, moſt rehgiouſly believe, . That no- 
«« thing perſonal or intereſted has actuated your conduct; 
and that you are an involuntary actor in this ſcerie; at the 
ſame time my affection for you engages me to conjure you 
to take effectual means that the truth may be Elearly under- 
ſtood by all mankind, particularly as the repreſentations, 
however you may have been given otherwiſe to undetſtand, 
were certainly fabricated by their crafty author; Hyder Beg 
Cawn, with the utmoſt ſecrecy, and were replete; as far as 
they have fince come to our knowledge, with the moſt fla- 
gitious falſehoods that invective malice could ſupply, whilſt 
the object of this inſidious attack was to devote to ruin and 
diſgrace two perfons (one of them the friend who now 
writes to you) whoſe characters Hyder was well aware 
would ever in the face of day have bid defiance to the im- 
potent efforts of ſuch an unprincipled and deſpicable tra- 
ducer, In aggravation, if any thing can aggravate the 
enormity of this tranſaftion on the part of the Miniſter, 
Jet it be remembered, that ſuch was his treachery towards 
Briſtow and myſelf, at the very time he was endeavouring 
to ſecure our confidence by the moſt laviſh profeſſions of 
regard and attachment. By the blefling of God his plots 
are now upon the eve of being detected and expoſed, by a 
chain of evidence which no ſophiſtry ſhall be able to clude. 
As you expreſſed a wiſh to that effect, I have hitherto kept 
the contents of your note a profound ſecret, though I muſt 
confeſs there is no part of it, and I have read it a thouſand 
times, which without this caution I could baye confidered 
as confidential; on the contrary, I always thought, and 
fince the receipt of Mr. Briſtow's note 1 more than ever 
think, that any diſguiſe on this occaſion would be unworthy 
of us all. The intentions of the ſeveral parties I am per- 
ſuaded are moſt diſintereſted and honourable ; but it is fur- 
ther neceſſary, that in their condu there ſhould be nothing 
of myſtery, It appears clearly, from Briſtow's note to me, 
that far from conſidering the part you have taken as impoſed 
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ou by an authority it was your indiſpenſable duty to . 

; 2 11 this 4 in poſſeſſion of a proof which 6 

malt, to his mind at leaft, carry the ſtrongeſt conviction 
that you are abſolutely a volunteer in this bufineſs, and 
whilſt he is ſuffered to remain under this delufion it cannot 
be expected he ſhould be ſilent. ger ig 
Se | | I am, &c. | Aude, 
(Signed) W. COWPER. 


Mr. Palmer in Anſwer. 


My dear Cowper, . 
Lou have ſtrangely miſunderſtood my meaning, in ſup- 
poſing that by the expreſhon of „the part which has been 
% impoſed upon me” I alluded to any public commiſſion ; 
I meant only the obligations of friendſhip, attachment, 
and gratitude to Mr. Haſtings ; if theſe ties may be diſ- 
penſed with, then I am a yolunteer—if they are binding 
on men of honour and integrity, then I am irreſiſtibly im- 
pelled to act as I do. It was repreſented to me that the 
meaſures purſued by Mr. Briſtow were equally. oppreflive 
$0 the Vizier, and inimical to the authority and influence 
of Mr. Haſtings; and I was required, as the confidential 
ſervant and friend of Mr, Haftings, to forward for his in- 
formation and ſecurity ſuch proceedings as were deemed 
the nature above mentioned. I neither excited nor encou- - 
raged theſe repreſentations. I repeatedly gave warning of 
the moſt fatal conſequences to the authors of- them, if talſe 
or exaggerated ; they are public, and may be publicly re- 
fated, as they muſt be publicly defended: I care not for 
the reſult. Briſtow has for months known that ſuch repre- 
ſenrations have been made through me. How you could 
have remained in ignorance, is to me aſtoniſhing,  - 

The apparent inconſiſtency of my declaration to you 
the cauſe of my detention, and my ſubſequent delay, are 
very eaſily reconciled ; at the time I made that declaration, 
I had no other cauſe of detentivn, fince then, and before. 
my children were in a condition to be moved ; I had the 
Governor's orders to remain here; that order has been re- 

ted, in anſwer to my earneſt application to be releaſed 
rom this uncomfortable and uncreditable ſituation. Never- 
theleſs, I do not confider myſelf in any public character. 

I do not comprehend from -what part'of the quotation 
in B.'s anſwer to your note, you infer that he ſupoſes me 
a volunteer in the preſent diſputes between him and this 

overnment:. Vou ſhould know that the occafion of the 

tter quoted from the Governor was his propoſal for my 
going to Rampore, and atla time when the Governor had 
not the ſmalleſt apprehenſion that my preſence here * 
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be neceſſary towards opening Ins influence, and the 
credit of his Government at this Durbar. I ſhall be happy 
if B. can prove an attention and return to the generous 
ſentiment therein expreſſed on the ſubject of his own in- 
fluence. | ; 

I have no reaſon for deſiring your filence on theſe mat. 
ters, but that of obviating the ſuppoſition of my thinking 
that my conduct requires apology. ; 

One thing I had like to have forgot; before I went to 
Rampore I had formed a plan of an eſtabliſhment for my- 
ſelf at Furrockabad, which the Governor rejected; ſince 
my return he re-conlidered and adopted it, but now, on a 
principle of delicacy, has relinquiſhed it, after obtaining 
the approbation of his colleagues. This is what I foreſaw 
and foretold, as ſoon as I knew he intended to lay the com- 
plaint from hence before the Board : And I have myſelf, 
ſinee that time, and out of regard to my own character, 
abſolutely renounced it. I mention this to ſhew you that 
my intereſt has been ſacrificed to my attachment to my 
friend, inſtead of being promoted by it, and thus to con- 
vince you that my notices are pure. | 

Whether the complaints are founded in malice or in truth, 

and whether they are proved or refuted, are matters of pcr- 
fe& indiffetence to me, ſo far as they reſpect B. and Hyder. 
I know of no repreſentations againſt you; your name is 
eventually mentioned, but not as a principal, nor in the 
language of complaint, except the recital of the proceedings 
reſpecting the inveſting you with the adminiſtration of juſ- 
tice, may be deemed ſuch. But you will ſee all the papers, 
I ſuppoſe, or probably have ſeen them, as Mr. M*Pherſon 
muſt have furniſhed B. 1 N with copies. 
I conſider it as a proof of your fincere regard, that you 
have ſo freely and candidly diſcuſſed this ſubject ; that regard 
will ever be an object of high eſtimation with me. But 
every conſideration will fall before my duty, attachment, 
and affection to Mr. Haſtings; whatever object they may 
come in competition with, I hope and believe that they will 
never be oppoſed to any FN or ſentiments of yours. 
py PD am, &c. 

Monday, (Signed) WM. PALMER. 


Mr. Cooper in Anſwer. | 


My dear Palmer, | | | 

T was led into the error with, reſpect to the nature of your 
commiſſion, from the expreſſion in your letter, that I 
© could not be ignorant, &c.“ I aſſure you again, upon my 
honour, I was perfectly ignorant till your firſt note informed 
me, that you had any orders whatever from the * 
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for your ſtay, and even then, as you ſee, T made a blunder 
about the nature of them. I have again put the queſtion to 
B. and find him as little informed as myſelf; I will there- 
fore, merely in the intention of explaining this matter to 
his ſatisfaction, take ſome opportunity of ſhewing him 
ſuch part of your letters as are felative to it. 
I am, &c. &c. 
| | (Signed) W. COWPER, 
True copies of the correſpondence delivered. in by Mr. 
Macpherſon. © 7s 
E. Hay, | : 

Actg. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 


Cons, 10th Novr. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor 
General, &c. Members of the Supreme Council at Fort 
William. | 

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 
To apprize you of the deſigns of Hyder Beg Cawn is the 


utmoſt I now can do: In my fituation, to reſiſt them is, 
as I have already ſhewn, abſolutely impoſſible. Embolden- 


ed by impunity, he is ſtill adding to the catalogue of thoſe - 


crimes which it is my province to record: Upon you Gen- 
tlemen, it depends to ſtop their fatal influence, and to in- 
flict the vengeance that belongs to them. | 

Since I had laſt the honour to addreſs you, the Minifter 
has not only poſitively refuſed to comply with my requiſi- 
tion upon the ſubject of the current year's aſſignments, but 
has, by his influence with the bankers, ſucceeded in cutting 
off your reſources in that quarter alſo. The proofs of the 
former of rheſe allegations will be found in encloſure No. 1. 
to which therefore | 
of thoſe diſtrifts which have been yet made over to me is 
indeed ſtated at rupees 73.85, ooo; but from every infor- 


mation I have been able to gain regarding them, their va- 
lue is over-rated in this eſtimate nearly in the ſum of twen- 


ty-five lacks. Hence it is obvious, that, if, in reſpe& to 


the further demand I have made of the countries under the 


management of Almaſs Ally Cawn, the excuſes of the Vi- 
zier be admitted, fifty lacks of _ is the moſt we ſhall 
this year receive from his Highneſs, although the claim of 
our Government is rupees 1,21,48,420. 11. $.—The plea 


upon which his Highneſs has been induced to found his ex- 
pectation of the Board's forbearance, can, I bumbly conceive, _-- 
neither be defended upon any principle of natural juſtice, ; 


or even rcconciled to common ſenſe. It however accords 
perfectly with the audacity of the man who dictated it, and 


Vor. IV. | Z without 


beg leave to refer you. The jumma 
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without any forced conſtruction may be underſtood to im- 
ply a declaration from H) der Beg Cawn to the following 
effe& ; ** By the moſt treacherous abuſe of the confidence 
of my Prince, I have at laſt made myſelf bis tyrant, and 
« aggrandized my fortunes by the — cruel oppreſſion of 
& his people; but my ambition and avarice are yet unſa- 
ce tisfied, and it is therefore reaſonable and fit that the 
* Engliſh Government ſhould forego their rights, and ſub- 
«mit to any diſtreſs or difficulty, that I may go on with- 
c out interruption in the ſame carreer, until I ſhall have 
« finally compleated the ruin of my Sovereign, and, as 
<« far at leaſt as depends upon me, involved his beſt ally 
in the deſtruction.“ It is unneceſſary to dwell longer 
on this ſubje& ; I ſhall diſmiſs it therefore with obſerving, 
that had the ſalutary meaſures of the Honourable the Go- 
vernor General been received with a cordiality at this 
Court, equal to the zeal and earneſtneſs with which they 
were propoſed, and a ſteadineſs ſhewn by the Prince in the 
execution of them, anſwerable to the wiſdom of the Coun- 
cils which produced them, the affairs of Owde would long 
fince have aſſumed an afpe& very different from that in 
which they now appear, and which, if his Highneſz's own 
deſcription of them be acknowledged, are indeed ſo defpe- 
Tate as to admit of no further aggravation. For the reſt, 
the Miniſter who created the diſtrefſes complained of would 
be the proper perſon to relieve them. Was have I any 
doubt, if the Vizier were leſs a cypher, that he would not 
only compel Hyder Beg Cawn to this act of juſtice, but 
would alſo puniſh him as he deſerves, and I ara convinced 
he would experrence the happieſt effects from the example, 
in the influence it would have upon the conduct of thoſe 
to whom the management of his affairs may bereaſter be 
committed. 5 . 

I come now, Gentlemen, to ſpeak of the tranſaction 
with the bankers. When in June laſt I procured from the 
heule of Gopaul Doſs the ſum of fiftecn lacks of rupees, I 
had the premiſe of ſo muck more, at a ſhort period, as 
thould make their. loan to your Government thirty lacks 
complete. The performance of hs further condition in 
their agreement with me, they have hitherto, however, on 
various pretences, evaded ; and 1 am forry to inform you, 
Gentlemen, that ſo far from ſhewing any difpoſition to fulfit 
it now, they have even inſtructed their agent to ſolicit imme: 
diate je payment of the amount already furniſhed by them, 
and in all other reſpects obſerved ſuch a conduct laterly as 
clearly indicates a determined purpoſe of adhering to none 
of their engagements. To give facility to this plan, they 
fome time fince recalled their old agent from hence, and 


appointed in his room one Munnoo Loll, who, if 1 am not 
groſsly 
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groſsly miſtaken in him, is by his talents and temper bet- 
ter qualitied to be the inſtrument of ſuch defigns, than his 


predeceſſor, Munſeram, a man conſpicuous for his honeſty + 


and upright dealing. This new ſervant, anxious, as he 
pretends, to ſecure as early as poſſible the monies due from 
the Honourable Company for his principals, had the pre- 
ſumption, a few days ago, to detain and appropriate, with- 


out my knowledge, the account of ſuch bills of Exchange. 
drawn upon their houſe by the Aumil of Rohilcund, and 


others, in fayour of your Government. He has alſo ap- 
prized me, by order of the Bankers, that it is out of their 
power at preſent to afford me any pecuniary affiſtance what- 
ever; yet, when they were firſt nominated to the Treaſury 
here, it was expreſsly ſtipulated, that in times of emergency 
they ſhould advance on demand any ſum not exceeding four 
lacks of rupees; and it 1s at this baron ſeaſon of the collec- 
tions that luch aid is more eſpecially required. Their loan 
to Goreinment laſt year was 35 lacks; and although no 
part of this very large amount was put in a courſe of pay- 
ment till November, they never heſitated in the interval to 


furniſh ſuch further ſums as I had occaſion for, and requir-, 


ed. This circumſtance is of itſelf ſufficient to prove their 
backwardneſs proceeds rather from want of inclination 
than of ability to fulfil their engagements ; ſuppoſing them, 
however, to have ſolved this difficulty, there yet remains 
another, which it is impoſſible they ſhould remove. Two 
days ago Almaſs Aly Cawn informed me it was his inten- 
tion to pay into the Treaſury a lack of rupees, which lack 
he had juſt borrowed from this very houſe. It is not eaſy 
to conceive, that with ſo much experience theſe men ſhould 
miſtake their natural and apparent intereſts, and to forego 
them upon any light inducement is foreign to the character 
of their profeſſion. - In the preſent inſtance, however, they 
have certainly abandoned thoſe prudent maxims by which 
alone, as merchants, they ought to have regulated their 
conduct; and I confeſs, | can no otherwiſe account for a 
violation of their faith, ſo ſhamefvl in all its circumſtances, 
and ſo obviouſly ſubverſive of their credit, than by conſi- 
dering it, as I have already faid, as a new effort of the in- 
trigues and clandeſtine management of Hyder Beg Cawn. 
If, in ſupport of this conſtruction, I am obliged to reaſon 
from analogy, and to appeal to the eſtabliſhed character of 
the Miniſter, and the uniform tenor ot his conduct, it is 
¶ t becauſe more direct evidence does not exiſt, but becauſe 
whilſt Hyder Beg Cawn maintains his preſent aſcendancy, 
it is impoſſible it ſhould be procured. During the mercileſs 
reign of Tiberius, from among the mililons who muttered 
ſecret and inceffant curſes agaiaſt the tyrant,not one man was 
found hardy enough to * forward and accuſe him openly 
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in the capitol; yet he who, in thoſe days, and in default 
of ſuch accuſation, had pronounced the ſufferings, of the 
Roman people to be imaginary, would juſtly have provok- 
ed the reſentment of his fellow eitizens, in the ſame degree 
in which he had inſulted their misfortunes. In the wide 
circuit of the Vizier's territory, the authority of Hyder Beg 
Cawn is extended over all alike, and, with a very few ex- 
ceptions, is unbounded and irrefiſtible, His object is notori- 
ouſly the ruin of your influence, and the eſtabliſhment in 
perpetuity of his own; nor can it be matter of ſurprize, 
Gentlemen, that in this purſuit, he ſhould have recourſe 
to every artifice, and reſort to every rank for aſũſtance.— 
Where his power will not intimidate, he employs the fruits 
of his rapacity to corrupt. | 
Before I conclude this letter, permit me, Gentlemen, 
with all deference, to expreſs again my earneſt hope, that 
you will be pleaſed to take ſuch inſſant meaſures as may be 
effectual in removing thoſe obſtacles which have hitherto 
not only interfered with the authority of our reſident at the 
Court of Owde, but in a manner annihilated it. To the 
very many, and as I humbly conceive very cogent, reaſons, 
I have already had the honour to ſubmit to you, as contri- 
buting to produce this effect, may be ſuprradded the pre- 
ſence of Major Palmer. Although this Gentleman be indeed 
at preſent in no oſtenſible character here, yet having once 
been entruſted with a commiſſion of the firſt importance on 
the part of the Governor General, and being received in 
bo ch by the Vizier with every mak of diſtinction 
and re pect, the bare ceſſation of an agency, which ceaſed 
only becauſe the functions of it were fulfilled, could in no 
degree diminiſh the weight and conſequence originally de- 
rived from it to Major Palmer; more eſpecially as he is 
ſtill permitted to keep his reſidence at Lucknow, and ſtill 
known by all to ſtand foremoſt in the eſteem, opinion, and 
confidence of the firſt member of your Government, This 
obſervation will be further confirmed by a reference to Aſia- 
tic manners and policy; and if it ſhould appear warranted 
in your opinion, it cannot but ſtrike you, Gentlemen, how 
raterially the intereſts both of the Honourable Company 
and his Highneſs may be affected and injured by the collu- 
fion of this double influence, If, on the one hand, 'and 
in conformity to the poſitive language of my inſtructions, 
I have been from the hour of my arrival uſing every.exer- 
tion, if poflible, to bring the Miniſter to a ſenſe of his dutgy 
the Major has, on the. other, a though I believ 
not ſolely, employed himſelf in forwarding to the Honour- 
able the Governor General the falſehoods and fabrications 
of Hyder Beg Cawn againſt me, Thus cheriſhed and ſup- 
ported, it is no ways extraordinary, that the Miniſter _ 
| 8 555 | y 
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boldly bid me defiance; neither can I flatter myſelf that he 
will defiſt from his malicious aſperſion of my character, 
whilſt, as he has already done, he finds a channel ever open 
for the tranſmiſſion of his worſt calumnies at once ſo eaſy 
and reſpectable at that of Major Palmer. Under theſe cir- 
cumſtances, and in this dilemma, I ſhall with great humi- 
lity ſubmit to your decifion, how far it is poſſible for me to 
realize the expectation implied in that part of my inſtruc- 
tions, where it is ſaid. There can be no medium in the 
© relation between the Reſident and the Miniſter, but 
c either the Refident muſt be the flave and vaſſal of the 
«© Miniſter, or the Miniſter at the abſolute devotion of the 
« Refident.” I am not indeed in the abject ſtate deſcribed 
in the former part of this reference, nor can I ever be, 
whilſt I have any feeling for my own honour, or any ſenſe 
of duty and gratitude to my employers. But, however un- 
feigned my zeal, it can only be exerciſed negatively at pre- 
ſent; the obſtacles militating againſt my poſitive exertion of 
it, and which I have ſtated here and elſewhere, being, if I 
may be permitted to deliver an opmion, inſurmountable in 
my ſituation to any man alive. 
I have the honour to be, with the higheſt reſpect, 
Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 
Lucknow, Your moſt obedient, 
14th October, 1783. Humble ſervant, 
; | (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 


Tranſlation of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg 
Cawn, dated the 6th Teecandy, or 4th October, 1783. 


The aſſignment hitherto granted by his Highneſs amounts, 
in the aggregate, to rupees 73,85,000 Ot this ſum, as I 
have already had the honour to explain to you in perſon, 
the Aumils have objected to a third part. I am therefore 
to requeſt, that after deducting the charges, collections, 
&c. you will give without delay an aſſignment of rupees 
48, 49, 307 upon the diſtricts of Almaſs Ally Cawn, to be 
excluſively appropriated to the liquidation of the Compa- 
ny's balance. 


The Miniſter returned a verbal anſwer to the perſon who 
delivered to him the above letter, intimating that he would 
wait upon me the next day. He came accordingly, and de- 
livered me the aſſignment; at the ſame time ſoliciting, in 
the Nabob's name, to relinqniſn part of the ſum I had de- 


manded. I declined any verbal communication with him, 


but deſired to have his Highneſs's commands in writing. 
Upon looking into the aſſignment, after the — - 
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left me, I found it a blank one, and therefore- returned it 
the ſame evening.—A tranſlation of it follows. 2. 


To Almaſs Ally Cawn. 


Having thought proper to grant an aſſignment upon you 
in the ſum of rupees account to the Ho- 
nourable Company, you will be careful to pay the above 
amount, from the collections of the Fuſſulee year 1191, to 
Mr. John Briſtow, taking his receipt for the ſame; agree - 
ably to which, and to this order, credit will be given you 
þy us. Dated 6th Teecandy 14197. | 


Tranſlation of a Letter from his Highneſs the Vizier to 
Mr. John Btiſtow ; dated the 8th Teecandy 1197 Higera, 
or 6th October 1783. 


The diſcharge of the Honourable Company's balance, - 


and the ſubſidy to the brigades, has been evermare the firſt 


object of my attention; to this end I have chearfully ſub- 
mitted to any diſtreſs, In the Fuſſully year 1189 J fur- 
nithed, and willingly, as large an amount as poſhble from 
my privy purſc, and the collections, by the reſumption of 
the Jaghyres ; neither do I make any objections now. The 
Nala f. of my grandmother and mother, and my uncle 

ular Jung, and the ſons and family of the deceaſed 
Newaub, Iftekawr ud Dowlah, and others of my dear con- 
nections and relations, have been ſequeſtered ſince the 
year 1189: On account of my exertions in dilcharge of 
the Company's afhgnments, it has not been in my power 
to make any proviſion whatever for my mother and grand- 


mother; others have received ſome trifle, but in general 


they been for theſe two laſt years living in hopes of better 
times. 
This year, ſuch are the diſpenſations of Providence, the 
nceeffary expences will be two-fold, on account of the 
ſcarcity and dearneſs of grain, ariſing from the failure of the 
riodical rains. Without the necefiaries of life—life can- 
not be preſerved! 1 muſt therefore requeſt, that you will, 


in making your arrangement on account of the Honourable 


ompany's aflignments, this year of famine, conſider the 
diſtreiſes of my family, and the neceſſity there is that a 
proviſion ſhould be made for them. You are fully ac- 
quainted with the balance of the laſt year, and the ſparcity 
of the preſent; according to ſettlement, letters of aſhgnment 
for the year 1191 have been iſſurd to the reſpe&ive aumils. 
The ſituation of diſtricts which remain, and which ate ap- 
propriated for the payment of my diſburſements, is alfo 
known to you, and how inadequate they are to anſwer tlus 
end. Hitherto the diſtricts under Alwaſs Ally Cawn 0e 

a g . ca 
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heen charged with aſſignments on account the Ronourable 
Company, and have alſo-furniſhed proportionate ſums for 
my expences. You are now, Sir, defirous that the whole 
of the diſtricts under the management of Almas ſhould be 
given up to the Honourable Company. In this caſe, what 


will remain for my ſubſiſtance“, and how ſhall I be able to 
exiſt ? I beg you will inform me of what you think is fitting 


to be done, and I will conform to it accordingly. 


Mr. Briſtow to his Highneſs the Vizier, in Reply; dated 
gth Tucaudy 1197 Higera, or jth October 1783. 


I have been honoured by the receipt of your letter relative 
to my requeſt that the whole of the diſtrits under the 
management of Almaſs Ally Cawn might be given in 
aſſignment to the Company. The attachment of the 
Company to your Highneſs's family is well known to you. 
This year, on account of the delay in making the ſettlement, 
the drought, the dearneſs of grain, and the diſorder per- 
vading every department, I ſee little proſpect of being able 
to liquicate the debts due to the bankers, &c. and to provide 
for the neceſſary diſburſements of the brigades, and no re- 
ſource, in caſe you do not favour me with the whole of the 
diſtrifts above mentioned: I therefore am hopeful that you 
will be pleaſed to iſſue orders to this effect. Whatever it 
may be your pleaſure to repreſent to the Honourable 
Governor General on this ſubject, I will communicate to 
him faithfully, and ſubmit to you ſuch commands as I may 
receive from him in anſwer. f 


Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn; dated gth Teeca 
or 7th October 1783. 1 f ſs 


J have the pleaſure to encloſe you a copy of a letter 1 
have addreſſed to his Highneſs, in anſwer to one I had the 
honour to receive from him. It is proper, Sir, you ſhould 
procure his Highneſs's ſhoakas for granting the whole of 


* Vide general ęſtimate of revenue account the year 1191, 


et Revenue — Rs, 1,68,22,772 8 
The Company's Claims, No. 2 — 1,21,84.420 11 ; 


Rupees 46,38, 351 12 7 


This is a ſum exrecding the Nabob's perſonal expentes, ameunt- 
ing laſt year to thirty-two lacks, The miniſter only can explain 


why a ſufficient proportion of it is not appropriated to thas - 


purpoſe: * 
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during the two laſt years. As ſoon as I ſhall be acquainte 


* 


the diſtricts under the management of Almas Ally Cawn 
in aſſignment to the Company. In this affair procraſtina - 


tion is not fit. 


Hyder B > Cawn in Reply; dated gth Teecaudy, or 7th 
MY 2 October 1783. ae 


J have been honoured by the receipt of your letter, 
covering the tranſcript of an addreſs from you to the Vizier; 
and agreeably to your commande, after conferring with his 
Highneſs, will make my report to you. | | 


His Highneſs the Vizier to Mr. Briſtow; dated 11th 
pon Teecaudy, or qth October 1783. 


I ſtated to you the ſcarcity of grain, and the fituation af 
282 and wretchedneſs to which my relations, my 
riends, gnd dependants were reduced, as the cauſe of 77 
encreaſe of my perſqnal expences, and as a motive that I 
hoped would induce you to favour me in your arrange- 
ments for the preſent year. You write me, in reply, de- 
firing the whole of the revenues of the diſtricts under the 
management of Almaſs Ally Cawn may be granted in aſſign- 
ment to the Honourable Company: Thus the proportion [ 


was wont to receive from thoſe diſtricts, and which till the 
end of laſt year I continued to enjoy, is now denjed me, 
I have never ſhewn any backwardneſs on the ſubject of the 


Company's claims, neither do I wiſh to avoid ſatisfying 
them at preſent ; of this diſpoſition it is impoſſible to give a 
ſtronger proof than in the unlimited aſſignments I have now 


granted on Almaſs Ally Cawn, and the Naibs of Allahabad 


and Furruckabad. I ſubmitted to your conſideration and 
juſtice, how far I was entitled to partievlar indulgence in 
what related to my expences at this time of public ſcarcity, 
and of extreme diſtreis among my nobles, relations, friends, 
and dependants. The anſwer you ſend me, as I have 
already obſerved, is that even what I have hitherto uniformly 


received from the diſtrifts of Almas, ſhall no longer be 


allowed me, which indeed amounts to a plain declaration, 
that I am not to look for any proviſion whatever. You 
inform me, it is your intention to addreſs the Honourable 
Governor General on the ſubject; be pleaſ.d to do ſo, I 
am very well convinced that' Mr, Haſtings will attend to 
my repreſentation touching the unhappy condition of my 
nobles, my relations, my friends, and dependants, conſe- 


quent upon the xeſumption of the Jaghyres, as alſo of thoſe 


whoſe ſubſiſtence depends upon their ſtipends, but who, 
Lark an abſolute failure of affets, have received _— 


with 


— 


| \ 
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with the pleaſure of the Honourable Governor General I 
will conform to it; and till his anſwer arrives, let the di- 
viſion of Almaſs's aſſignment be poſtponed : In the mean 
time, I have no objection that whatever part of the re- 
venue of his diſtrifts may come in ſhould be appropriated 
to the payment of the brigades. With reſpeR to what you 
write, relative to the delay in making the ſettlement, and 
the general confuſion and diſorder of my government, it is 
a ſubject, Sir, I did not wiſh ſhould come in diſcuſſion 
between us; every man forms his opinion in theſe matters 
as his underſtanding directs him, and ] have done ſo. too; 
however, as you have thought proper to enter upon the 
ſubject, it is neceſſary I ſhould declare my ſentiments, 
The declaration made by you in the months of Syte, touch- 
ing the recall of the old Aumils, and the appointment of 
the new, by being promulgated ® was the cauſe of the 
balances. The recall of thoſe whoſe Kiſtbundees were 
made out to the end of Bhadoon, before the expiration of 
that period, was the loſs of lacks. Had the Aumils been 
permitted to remain fo long as by their agreement they ought 
to have done, or till the end of the year, there would have 
been no ſuch balance. The effect, which reſulted from 


the untimely recall of the Aumils, you, Sir, attribute to a 


delay in adjuſting the ſettlement. 


Mr. Briſtow to his Highneſs the Nabob Vizier, dated 12th 
| Teekaudy, or 10:h October 1783. 


I have had the honour to receive your Highneſs's letter of 
the 11th inſtant. In reply to your commands on the ſub- 
jet of the public diſtrefles, and the reſumption of the 
—— they occurred long before my arrival at your 

ighneſs's court, and it was my wiſh that your affairs 
ſhould be well regulated, but the times were unfavourable; 
and I withdrew from any interference, except in giving my 
advice in affairs which [ thought for the benefit of your 
government. Provided reports were circulated of the dif- 
miſſion of the Aumils in the months of Syte, it is to others 
they may be attributed, as I obſerved the utmoſt caution in 
theſe matters. | 

I have already repreſented to your Highneſs, concerning 
the aſſignment on Almaſs Ally Cawn, that unleſs the whole 
amoynt of reyenye due from hjm were granted, it would 
be impoſſible to ſupport the preſent year's diſburſements, and 


* The Reſident has conducted all buſineſs with the miniſter by 
letter; and the correſpondence may be hereafter produced, if 


7.2. in anſwer to the Nabob's charges, which are dictated 
I muſt 


by Hyder Beg, and groundleſs, 
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I muff alſo now repeat my repreſentation to you on this 
Head, I ſhall certainly tranſmit to the Honourable Governor 
General and Council a copy of your ſhockas to me; but it 
is out of my power to delay the execution of the Board's 
pofitive orders. I cannot aſſent to any ſuſpenſion of the 
Company's claims until the receipt of an anſwer, or under 
any other pretence, whatever it may be; and 1 therefore 
hope your Highneſs will be pleaſed to grant the aſſignment 
on Almaſs Ally Cawn for the ſum of rupees 48, 94, 307. 


Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn, dated 4th Tecaudy, 
| or 11th October 1783, 55 


J incloſe you two letters I have had the honour to receive 
from his Highneſs, in anſwer to my requifition upon the 
fubject of the Honourable 2 aſſignment. "The 
accompanying extract of a letter from the Honomable 
Governor General, which it pains me to obſerve I have 
already had frequent occaſion to make uſe of, will point out 
to you, Sir, the light in which thoſe letters will be con- 
_ fidered by our government; for the reſt, the orders of the 
Honourable Governor General and Council on this ſubject 
kave me no option. It is neither in my power to make a 
previous reference, or to give my conſent to any delay 
whatever, on any pretence whatever, with reſpect to the 
diſtricts of Almaſs Ally Cawn—the aſſignment whereof, if 
not granted me to-morrow morning, | ſhall look upon as 
poſitively refuſed, and act accordingly, 


Hyder Beg Cawn, in Reply, dated 13th Feecaudy, or | 
a 11th October rs, "y 


I have been honoured by the receipt of your letter, and 
Mall to-morrow minutely ſtate to his Highneſs what you 
have given me in command to repreſent to him. With re- 
fpect to what relates to myſelf, I thall do myſelf the pleaſure 
to explain to you how blameleſs my conduct has been. | 
neither have or ever will oppoſe the intereſts of the Company; 
and, conſcious of the rectitude of my intentions, I am per- 
ſuaded that, in the preſent inſtance, no fault can in juſtice 
be attributed to me. * + | 


A true tranſlation, | | 
(Signed) W. C OW P E R. 


Extra of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 24th Novemb. r, 
1782. : 


The following letters having been received from Lieute- 
naut Colonel Martin, and Mr. Briſtow, on the 6th, and a 
| motion 
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motion delivered in conſequence by the Governor General 
on the 20th inſtant, it was circulated, with the interroga- 
tories accompanying it, to the members of the Board, who 
delivered the opinions which are entered after it, 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
I have been honoured with your command of the 13th 


jnſtant, through your Secretary, requiring of me an exact 


narrative of all I know concerning the various matters of 


complaint, which have paſſed between the Nabob Vizier 


and his Miniſter Hyder Beg Cawn on one fide, and Mr. 


Briſtow on the.other. Irkſome and diſagreeable as it may 


be to me to appear in this conteſt, yet as it was from the 
beſt of motives that I trad any thing to do in it, and totally 
with a view of mediating between the parties, I hope my 
conduct will appear proper and becoming one who was on 
the beſt terms with both ; but as from motives of delicacy 
(in which I flatter myſelf the Honourable Board will in- 
dulge me) I wiſh to avoid appearing the accuſer of any one, 
and particularly of a perſon whom I have been long inti- 
mate with, I humbly beg to be excuſed giving in a narra- 
tive of ſuch circumſtances as may have come to my know» 
edge; at the ſame time, if my teſtimony cannot be diſ- 
Ho with, I am ready to anſwer all ſuch queſtions as may 
put to me by your Honourable Board, relative to that 
matter to the beſt of my recollection in all caſes, and to 
ſupport my evidence by writings in my poſſeſſion, where it 
may be done. | 
Lucknow, I have the honour to be, &c. 
the 24th October, 1983. (Signed) CL. MARTIN 


Gentlemen, | . i 
I have been honoured with your commands of the 13th 
inſtant, through your Secretary, adviſing me that you have 
been pleaſed to require from Colonel Martin an exact nar- 
rative of all he knows concerning the various matters of 
complaint exhibited againſt me by the Vizier, and his act- 
ing miniſter Hyder Beg Cawn, directing me in conſequence 
to ſhew that Gentleman copies of all the papers in which 
ſuch complaints were included (and which have been tranſ- 
mitted to me from your Government) ſhould he deſire to 
ſee them, and informing me that, as the Honourable Board 
wiſh to give me an opportunity of juſtification, and of re- 
plying to Colanel Martin's evidence, he had been ordered 
to furniſh me with a copy of it. 715 ; 
Immediately on the receipt of theſe your commands, I 
wrote 4 letter to Colonel Martin, tranſcript whereaf, to- 
gether with his reply, I have the honour to encloſe. I ſhort. 
ly after received from him an addreſs for my peruſal, * 
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he at the ſame time acquainted me it was his intention te 
ſubmit to the Board, in anſwer to their requiſition herein 
above-mentioned. In this communication there is nothing, 
as I conceive, Gentlemen, that makes juſtification on 

art neceſſary : Colonel Martin has infinuated a great deal, 

ut ſaid nothing. On the other hand I have repeatedly, 
though vainly, ſolicited him to ſpeak out, and if he knows 
aught, to toy what he knows. Inthe laſt reſort, therefore I am 
compelled, Gentlemen, to make my appeal to you, moſt hum- 
bly and earneſtly entreating, that you will lay your commands 
upon Colonel Martin to this effect. I can poſſibly feel no 
alarm about the reſult of informations or accuſations, pro- 
vided they be publicly exhibited ; and whilſt the opportu- 
nity of defence 1s afforded me, 1 thall continue alike indiffe- 
rent to all that the inventive malice of my enemies, or the 
ultimate knowledge of my friends, can furniſh. | | 

| have the honour to be, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
October 29th, 1783. Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Lieutenant Colonel Claud Martin, Lucknow. 
Sir, | | 

I encloſe you a copy of the Honourable Board's orders 
to me of the 13th inſtant, and am ready to furniſh you 
with, any papers you may require for your information. 

I fo long ago as the 6th July made you a ſimilar requeſt ; 
and I muſt now repeat my moſt earneſt ſolicitations, that 
you will freely and unreſervedly communicate every circum- 
ftance within your knowledge having any relation to the 
charges exhibited againſt me before the Board by the Nabob 
and his Miniſter. I have been attacked by the vileſt ca- 
lumnies, and I chearfully appeal to fair and candid evidence, 
wherever fuch can be found, as the ſure means of expoſing 


the malicious deſigns of my enemies, and brightening my 
own character. | | 


I am, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
24th October, 1783. Reſidt. at the Vizier's Court. 


To John Briſtow, Eſquire, Refident at the Vizier's Court 


Sir, | 
I have this moment received the honour of your letter of 
the 241] inftant, incloſing a copy of one from the Honour- 
able Board's Secretary to you. 
 Laft night I received one to the ſame purpoſe ; and as I 
intend anſwering it by this evening poſt (or dauk) or to- 
| | | | morrow 
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marrow at furtheſt, I will firſt tranſmit it to you 8 
ruſal, before I diſpatch it. | 


Lucknow, I have the honour to be, &c. 
24th October, 1783. (Signed) CL. MARTIN. 
To Lieutenant Colonel Claud Martin. 

Sir, 


I have received your letter, incloſing one you propoſe 1 
addrefling to the Honourable Governor General and Coun- | | 
cil, It appears, in my opinion, that your evidence cannot 1 
be diſpenſed with, otherwiſe the Honourable Board would 
never have called upon you for it; and I muſt again repeat 
my ſolicitations, earneſtly requeſting you will not delay to 
prepare your narrative, and produce the written evidence 
which you mention having in your poſſeſſion. . 

I am the more anxious on this head, as your addreſs to 
the Governor General and Council contains, in fact, a 
general charge againſt me, and plainly aſſerts your readi- 
neſs to ſupport the Miniſter's accuſations. I am only to 
deſire that you will do me the favour to forego all delicacy 
towards me, in the apprehenſion of becoming my accuſer ; 
and, both in obedience to the commands of the Board, and 
for my ſatisfation, prepare your narrative as ſoon as you 
conveniently can, as any delay will only be protracting to 
a future day what ought now to be done. 

| I have the honour to be, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
24th October, 1783. Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 


To Lieutenant Colonel Claud Martin. 


Sir, . 

I wrote to you a letter on the 24th inſtant, in anſwer 
your's incloſing your addreſs to the Honourable Governor 
General and Council, which I kept, thinking you meant 
it a copy for m > + Er nul now return it. 

I have alieady ſolicited you to prepare your narrative; 
and as you have declared to the Board that your evidence | 
will accuſe a perſon (meaning myſelf) whom you have been , 
long intimate wie E now a right to require your evi- | 
dence. A formal declaration of this nature to our Ad- 
miniſtration, is a very ſerious matter to my character; and 
fince you have wounded my reputation by ſtyling yourſelf ; 
my accuſer, I muſt again deſite that you will give me the 'l 
ſatisfaction to ſpecify your charges. | i | 

| I have the honour to be, &c. 4 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
Oc )cober 26th, 1783. Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Governor 
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3 | 20th November, 1182. 

Governor General. Lieutenant Colonel Martin, at 
Lucknow, having expreſſed his defire to be excuſed from 
laying before the Board the information required, in the 
letter written to him by our Secretary on the 13th of laſt 
month, but declared a willingneſs to anſwer all ſuch queſ- 
tions as might be put to him by the Board on the ſubje& 
of it; and Mr. Briſtow himſelf having urgently ſolicited 
a repetition of our commands to Colonel Martin, I beg 
leave to lay before the Board ſome interrogatories which 
I with to be put to him, and move the ſame accordingly, 
My defire is, that they ſhould | be ſent without delay to 
Colonel Martin, and that he ſhould be informed of our 
intention to require his atteſtation on oath to the truth of 
his anſwers to them. I think it proper that he ſhould be 
ordered to give a copy of his anſwers to Mr. Briſtow, con- 
formably to the orders already ifſved, but not to withhold 
| his reply from the Board after it is prepared. | 
Mr. Stables. I have no objection to the interrogatories 
as coming from the Governor General. 

Mr. Macpherſon. I have no objection to the interroga- 
tories which the Governor General has propoſed being ſent 
to Colonel Martin; but I imagine it would be more in 
form that he ſhould give his evidence upon the; charges at 
large, as was at firſt propoſed by Hyder Beg Cawn, and de- 
fired by the Board. 

Mr. Wheler. I have no objection to the interrogatories 
being put as they ſhould to Colonel Martin. | 
The Governor General. I adhere to the terms of the 
queſtion. 

Ordered accordingly. 


Draft of Interrogatories to be put to Lieutenant Colonel 


Has Mr. Briſtow, to your knowledge, at any time or 
times, either perſonally or by meſſage, directly or indirectly, 
forbid Hyder Beg Cawn to inform the Governor General 
of the ſtate of affairs at Lucknow? or has he, to your 
knowledge, given injunctions, in any mode or manner, 
that no perſon ſhould correſpond with the Governor Gene- 
ral on that ſubject? And has he at any time ęxpreſſed dif- 
pleaſure againſt Hyder Beg Khan for ſo doing, to you? 
2d. Do you know whether Mr. Briſtow ever demanded 
a contribution of 25 lacks of rupees from the private pro- 
perty of Hyder Beg Cawn? and whether that demand was 
accompanied by a threat to procure the above ſum, in caſe 


of a refuſal, by a change in the office of Naibut; that is 
; to 
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to ſay, by the diſmiſſion of Hyder Beg Khan, and the ap- 
intment of ſome other perſon in his place ? 

Did Hyder Beg Khawn, in conſequence of the above 
demand, ever ſend a meſſage by you to Mr. Briſtow, pur- 
porting, ** That the Naibut, and the reſpectability which 
© he poſſeſſed, were the gifts of the Governor General; 
© that his Highneſs with his uſual benevolence had ſhewn 
% favour to him; that he on his part had never been de- 
<« ficient in duty to either. Sixear ; and that as Mr. Briſtow 
& had been induced, at the inſtigation of his enemies, to 
© make the preceding declaration, if he was really deter- 
* mined, in conſequence of ſuch advice, to diſmiſs him 
„ from his office, he would retire with his family to Cal- 
” Dia you ihe aboxe by meſſage, either fro 

Did you reply to the above by m , either from ml 
ſelf, —— —- or by the defire of Mr. Briſtow * 

Did Hyder Beg Cawn go to Mr. Briſtow the next day ? 
And did you then ſend a meſſage to Hyder Beg Khawn by 
Raja Annud Raun, entreating hum in the ſtrongeſt terms to 
take no notice of the altercation that had paſſed "ons 


the demand on his private property for 25 lacks of ru 
aw 


And was this meſſage ſent by you to Hyder B n, 
with the knowledge or at thic defire of Mr. Briſtow, or 
without his knowledge ? * | 

3- Do you remember that Mr. Briſtow did on his ar- 
rival order Hyder Beg Khawn to deliver up bis papers to 
his inſpection? And that they were delivered accordingly ? 
4. Did Mr. Briſtow to your knowledge make early de- 
clarations of liis intentions to aſſume the immediate and 
entire charge of the Nabob's Adminiſtration ? Or to your 
knowledge affert that he was to take all the affairs of the 
Soubah of Oude, all the offices, the houſehold eftabliſh- 
ment, and all the troops in the ſervice of his Highneſs, 
under his own immediate management; and make the diſ- 
burſements to each with own hand? 

5. Do you know whether certain ſoccahs or mandates, 
reſpecting the detachment at Futty Ghur, and the Tunka 
of n which were written, and the Vi- 
⁊ier's. privy ſeal applied to them, without the knowledge of 
his Highneſs, were ſo written, and the Vizier's ſeal fo ap- 
plied, hy the orders of Mr. Briſtow, or otherwiſe ? And 
do you remember whether Mr. Briſtow made uſe of any 
arguments or menaces, and what were they, to induce or 


intimidate Hyder Beg Khawn to comply with ſuch orders? 


Do you know that Mr. Briſtow did, upon this, or any 
other occaſion, declare, that he had it in command from 
the Governor General and Gentlemen of the Council to 
act as he ſhould deem proper, without informing the 
Nabob ? «wy 
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6. Do you remember that Mr. Briſtow ordered Hyder 
Beg Cawn to write and deliver to him accounts of the ex- 
pences, houſehold, kitchen, and ſtables? And that Hyder 
Beg K hawn hefitated to comply, urging that the Nabob 
would reſent it if he ſhould preſume to deliver thoſe papers 
without his conſent? Do you know whether Mr. Briſtow 
declared in reply that he had orders to take charge of all 
papers; or that in conſequence of that declaration the 
es above mentioned were delivered to him by Hyder 

eg'Khawn ? 

7. Did Mr. Briſtow, to your knowledge, compel Hyder 
Beg Khawn to ſend the Nabob Vizier's Mutſuddies, or 
official ſervants, to his (Mr. Briſtow's) houſe, for the pur- 
poſe of writing muſter rolls of the Nabob's Mutayena, or 
militia forces? Do you know whether Mr. Cooper aſſem- 
bled them for that purpoſe, and for what ſpace of time, 
and in what manner they were obliged to attend, and write 
there for the purpoſe of making out thoſe muſters ? | 

8. Do you know whether Mr. Briſtow ever ordered 
4,000 horſe and 7,000 foot of thoſe Mutayena troops to 
be diſcharged ; or ever declared that if the Aumils ſhould 
have 538 ans for I in lieu of thoſe diſmiſſed, he ſhould 
fend ſepoys enliſted by himſelf to aſſiſt them? Do you 
know whether the er acts were done with or with- 
out the knowledge of the Nabob Vizier? | | 

9. Do you know any thing of the appointment of a 
trooper named Mahomed Beg, as Sezawal at Furruckabad ? 
or that he was appointed in conſequence of poſitive orders 
from Mr. Briſtow ? : 07 

Do you know whether Hyder Beg Khawn declared, at 
the time, that the appointment of Mahomed Beg was con- 
trary to the inclinations and remonſtrances of the Vizier ? 
or do you, on any good authority, know whether it was ſo 
or not! | 

10. When Mr. Briſtow aſſumed the inſpection and con- 
troul of the Nabob's private expences by the appointment 
of a Treaſurer and Comptroller over his houſehold, were 
thoſe meafures to-your knowledge urged to the Nabob, and 
carried into execution in oppoſition to his earneſt entreaties 
and vehement proteſtations, or not? And did any conver- 
farion paſs between you and Mr. Briſtow upon this ſubject, 
and what was it? 2 $4 eff I 

11. Do you remember that Mr. Briſtow cenſured the 
encreaſe of expences for elephants, and the neceffaries of 
the Vizier's houſehold ; and that he gave any dĩtections or 
orders for the reduction of them? | | 

12. Do you know whether Mr. Briſtow, during the al- 
tercations reſpecting the appointments of Treaſurer and 


Comptroller, ever expreſſed himſelf rudely or m— 
| 1 


Piper relating ts Charges IV. and XVI. 373 


fully towards the Naboh Vizier, either to his Highneſs per- 
ſonally, or in conve:fation with Hyder Beg Khawn; or 
that he ever directed or authorized Hyder Beg Khawn to 
repeat the particulars of his part of ſuch converſation to 
the Nabob as his? and what do you recolle& to have been 
the expreſſions uſed by Mr. Briſtow to the Nabob Vizier, 
or ordercd to be repeated to him ? 

13. Did Mr. Briſtow, to your knowledge, ever declare 
his reſolution to Hyder Beg Khawn, or to others, to make 
the appointments of Treaſurer or Comptroller to the Na- 
bob's houſehold, whether his Highneſs conſented or not; 
and at the commencement of the enſuing year to take the 
whole of his revenues under his own management, to diſ- 
miſs the Nabob's Aumils, and appoint others of his own 
choice; and to iſſue with his, own hand to the Nabob what 
he might deem neceſſary for his Highneſs's expences ; ot 
that he would not ſuffer the Nabob's authority to exiſt in 
a ſingle Mebal ? | 

14. Is it known to you, whether Mr. Briſtow; aftet 
taking tlie Company's aſſignments for the current year, 
did give orders that no monies ſhould be iſſued from the 
remainder of his Highneſs's revenues to any perſons what- 
ever; declaring, that when the appointments of Treaſu:er 
and Comptroller had taken place, he would call in the mo- 
nies, and direct the diſburſements himſelf? 

Do you know whether the ſubſiſtence of the Tunkau- 
dars, Jagheerdars, troops, or people employed in the of- 
fices of Government, was ſuſpended or ſtopped in conſe- 
quence of ſuch orders ſo given by Mr. Briſtow? And 
whether ſuch ſuſpenſion was followed by any complaints ot 
clamours on the part of thoſe who were affected by it? 

" 15. Have you any knowledge of Mr. Briſtow's having 
declared to the Nabob Vizicr, that he might act as he 
thought proper with reſpe&t to his Miniſters ; or of his 
having offered to give the Nabob an engagement in writing 
under his ſeal, that no ſupport or affiſtance thould be af- 
forded to bis Miniſters on the part of the Engliſh—or in 
any manner urge the Nabob to diſmiſs them ? RV 

16. Do you know whether Mr. Briſtow ever declared 
his intentions, br threatened to ſuſpend or ſtop the pay- 
ment of the monies aſſigned to the Nabob's privy purſe, 
in caſe he ſhould refuſe to 'acquieſce in his meaſures, in 
order to force his compliance ? | 

17. Have you any knowledge of the ſubſtance of a coul- 
nameh, or engagement, propoſed by Mr. Briſtow to Hydet 
Beg Khawn, on a preſumption that the Governor General 
was removed from his office, and that a ſucceſſor was then 
on his way to India; the intent of the ſaid coul-nameh 
being to eſtabliſh a coalition and union of views and in- 
{Oo RR SS tereſts 
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tereſts between Mr. Briſtow and Hyder Beg Cawn, when 
ſuch change in the firſt office of this Government ſhould 
take place? Or that Mr. Briſtow, on receiving informa- 
tion of the complaints exhibited againſt him, did deliver a 
draft of a coul aameh to Hyder Beg Khawn, differing in 
meaning and ſubſtance from the one which he had before 
propoſed ? Or do you know aught of any other attempts 
made by Mr. Briſtow to perſuade Hyder Beg Khawn to 
eater into ſecret engagements with him, for the purpoſe of 
ſupporting and promoting their joint intereſts and influence, 
both at that period and in future: 

18. Do you know any thing of any effort made by Mr. 
Briſtow, either in colverſation with Hyder Beg Khawn, 
or by other means, to ſuppreſs lus evidence or information 
reſpecting the tranſaction of the Shoccahs, i. e. That the 
privy ſea! was affixed to them without the knowledge of 
the Vizier, by his orders ? | | | 

19. Do you know whether Mr. Briſtow did at any time 
declare his determination to take the adminiſtration of juſ- 
tice in the city of Lucknow into his own hands ? What 
was the appointment received by Mr. Cooper from Mr. 
Briſtow in the office of Adawlut, and what the nature and 
exteat of the authority which he for ſome time exerciſed - 
under that appointment ? 

20. Was your intermediation ever employed by Mr. 
Briſtow between him and Hyder Beg Khawn, either in the 

way of conference or correſpondence, on any or all of the 
preceding ſubjects? If it was, what were the particulars, 
to the beſt of your recollection and belief, which paſſed be- 
tween you and Hyder Beg Khawn, or you and Mr. Briſtow, 
relative thereto, either in converſation, or by note ar 
letters ? | 


The Governor General's motion being agreed to, the 
interrogatories propoſed to be put to Lieut, Col, Martin 
were tranſmitted by the Secretary to that Gentleman, with 
the following letter; and copy of them was alſo ſent to 
Mr. Briſtow, with the letter that is eatered after it. 


Sir, 

I atn directed by the Honourable the Governor-General 
and Council to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 24th laſt month, in which you defire to be excuſed 
from giving in a narrative of ſuch circumſtances as have 
come to your knowledge in reſpect to the various matters 
of complaint which have paſſed between the Nabob Vizier 
and his Miniſter Hyder Beg Khawn, on one part, and Mr. 
Briſtow on the other; declaring at the ſame time, that if 


yaur teſtimony cannot be diſpenſed with, you are ready to 
_. anſwer 
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anſwer all ſuch queſtions as may be put to you by the Ho- | 
nourable Board relative to thoſe matters, to the beſt of your 


recollection in all caſes, and to ſupport your evidence by 
writings in your poſſeſſion, where it may be done. In obe- 
dience to the orders of the Honourable the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council, I tranſmit to you the incloſed inter- 
rogatories, to which they require your replies; and am to 
inform you of their intention to call for your atteſtation on 
oath to the truth of the anſwers. You are ordered to fur- 
niſh Mr. Briſtow with a copy of them, in conformity to 
the orders given you on the 13th of laſt month, but not 
to withhold them from the Board as ſoon as you have pre- 
pared them. 
Council Chamber, I am; &c. 
23d November, 1783. 


Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident at the Court of his Excelle 


the Vizier, | 
Sir, 


I am ordered to acknowledge the Board's receipt of your 
letter of the 29th of laſt month, and to acquaint you, 
| that having thought proper to tranſmit certain interroga- 
tories to Lieut. Col. Martin (of which I tranſmit you a 
copy incloſed) for his replies to them, they have alſo been 
pleaſed to direct Lieut. Col. Martin to furniſh you with a 
copy of the latter, conformably to the orders ſent him on 
the 13th of laſt month, | 


Council Chamber, 
23d November, 1783, 


I am, Sir, 
Your moſt obedt. 
humble ſervant. 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 25th November, 
1783. 


Read again Mr. Briſtow's letter of the 14th of October, 
recorded in conſultation 1oth November, beginning with 
the words ] come now,” and ending with the words 
«© management of Hyder Beg Cawn.” | 

The Governte General lays. before the Board the fol- 
lowing paper, delivered to him by Lalah Khofaul Chund, 
the Gomaſtah of Gopaul Doſs. 

Fifteen lacks and ſome thouſand rupees of the Company 
are due in the Lucknow houſe's accounts. At this time 
there is a preat deficiency of caſh in the houſe at Lucknow ; 
and your Highneſs is well acquainted with the concerns of 
bankers, that without money they muſt be diſgraced. I am 
hopeful that you will at preſent order as much as you can 
afford to ſupply, that my name's credit may be Ng 

| A 2 an 
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and direct a letter to be written to Mr. John Briſtow, ts 
provide money to be paid into the houſe. | 

-. Ordered, That Mr, Briſtow be ditected to tranſmit to 
the Board copies of the engagements with Gopaul-«Dos, 
for a loan from that houſe of fifteen or thirty lacks of ru- 
pees ; and that he do particularly explain to the Board, in 
the clea eſt manner, all the circumſtances attending this 
tranſaction from the beginning. 


Read the following letters, with their ſeveral incloſures, 
from Mr. Briſto c. | 


. Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

J have the honour to incloſe you my correſpondence 
with Sir John Cumming, on the ſubject of the refractory 
conduct of the Zemindars of Pauly, 

| I have the honour to be, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
5th October, 1783. Refident at the Viier's Court. 


* 


{ 
Copy of a Letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming to Mr. 
e Briſtow; dated 2d October 1783. 


About five months fince Mr. M Lean went to Pilebeat 
to purchaſe timbers, &c. for the repairs of the boats and 
budjerows at this ſtation, You were fo favourable to the 
undertaking as to give him purwannahs, and recommenda- 
tory letters to the ſeveral Aumils and officers of govern- 
ment. Timbers and other ſtores, to the amount of 6,000 
rupees, were purchaſed and embarked in ſome new boats 
which he had cauſed to be built in that neighbourhoo6. 
When the boats arrived at Paulee, the inhabitants ſeized 
them, and took a conſiderable part of what they contained, 
converting it co their own uſe; this happened about the 
latter end of July: ſince which every means, except that 
of violence, has been attempted to procure the releaſe of 
the boats, but without effet. Perwannahs from Buſſunt 

Roy were torn to xy with the greateſt contempt, and 

| the bearers, after being unmerciſully- flogged, were ſent 
| back with the moſt provoking anſwers. 4 am convinced it 

| is not in the power of Bufſlunt Roy to enforce obedience 
to his orders; and that unleſs a military force be ſent from 
this ſtation, the boats, and the remainder of the ſtores, 
muſt inevitably be loſt : but this is no more than a ſingle 

inſt: nce, out of a vaſt number, which, if neceſſary, I 

could relate of the audacious acts committed by the people 
of Paulee, and the villages round it; it is impoſſible for 

any thing to be brought to camp, unleſs a ſevere and ex- 
emplary puniſhment deter the offenders from future acts 
of violence. If you agree with me in opinion reſpecting 
the neceſſity of ſending a military force to their chaſtiſe- 

T7 ment, 
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ment, I wiſh you would obtaia from his Excellency.an or- 
der for that purpoſe, I would then ſend à regiment with 
two ſix pounders, with orders to releaſe the boats, and to 
ſeize as many of the offenders as they could lay hands c 

who ſhould either be ſent to Lucknow to receive their 


puniſhment, or be delivered over to the Aumil, as might 


be moſt agreeable to the Vizier. Should an order be ſent 
me for the execution of this buſineſs, I requeſt it may be 
done with as much ſecrecy as poflible, ſince to publiſh the 
intention would utterly defeat it, and perhaps ſtimulate 
the people to burn and deſtrey the boats, with all the ſtores 
yet remaining. | 
The advantages to be derived from T the rebel- 
lious people of that diſtrict would not be confined to our 
camp, which, indeed, are but a ſecondary conſideration, 
when compared with the good effect it would have in re- 
ſtoring the loſt authority of the Aumil. Buſſunt Roy has 
repeatedly informed me, that for ſome years paſt, he has 
been able to make no collections among them; and that the 
people he has ſent on that duty have been driven away by 
force of arms. A ſevere example would operate not only 
on thoſe who were the ſubjects of it, but on all the country 
within many coſs of them. * 


Mr. Briſtow to Colonel Sir John Cumming, in reply. 


J have received your letter of the 2d inſtant ; and have 
the pleaſure to encloſe you an order from his Highneſs the 
Vizier, authorizing you to detach a competent force againſt 
the Zemindars of Pauly, apprehend the offenders, and 


inform the Vizier of your proceedings, for his further or- 


ders. 


Tranſlation, from his Highneſs the Nabob Vizier to Co- 
lonel Sir 1 Cumming. | 


Tt appears that timbers were on the road from Puly Beet, 
and the Zemindars of Pauly have interrupted their paflage, 
You will pleaſe to diſpatch a competent force to act againſt 
the ſaid Zemindars. Apprehend the offenders, and report 
your proceedings to me, that hereafter you may do with 
them as 1 direct. 
| True copies. 

(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 


I had the honour to addreſs you at length, in my letter 


of the zoth Auguſt, on the ſubje& of the balance due from 
Khavjah Ain ul Deen, the Aumil of Rohilcund, I am 
| Az ſorry 
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ſorry to inform you, that, ay I foretold, all my endeavours 
fince, to realize any part of it, have been quite fruitleſs. 
The encloſed, which I have received lately from the com- 
-manding officer at Barelly, will explain to you, gentlemen, ' 
= what protection Khaujah Ain ul Deen's expectation 
of eluding payment is founded: he is now on the way to 
Lucknow, and it is my intention to order him into cloſe 
confinement when he arrives, and until I am favoured with 
your commands concerning him.—lf Colonel Knudſon's 
communications may be credited, and certainly they are 
ſtrongly ſupported by the fact, this precaution is at leaſt 
abſolutely neceſſary, as it is impoſſible to indulge a hope 
that Khauja Ain ul Deen will ever diſcharge the heavy 
arrears due from him, whilſt he is permitted to hold any 
Intercourſe with the miniſter, and in concert with him to 
continue freſh excuſes, equally frivolous with thoſe he hay 
already made uſe of to juſtify his refuſal. 
] have the honour to be, &c. | 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN ERISTOW, 
the zoth Oct. 1783. Keſident at the Vizier's Court. 


| 


Ta John Briſtow, Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


J have had the honour in due time ta receive your letters, 
bearing date 6th, 8th, and 17th inſtant. Flattered with the 
daily hopes of being able to tranſmit you ſome ſatisfactory 
accounts regarding the honourable Company's demand of 
rupees 12,96,473. 2. 6 on Khauje Ain ul Deen, has been 
the cauſe of my not replying to them before ; but with con- 
gern I muſt here inform you, that every exertion in my 
power to procure payment thereof has hitherto proved in- 
effectual, Khajah Am ul Deen denies, with an inflexible 
obſtinacy, that he rented the A of Rohilcund for the 
year 1190, at any ſtipulated ſum, therefore conceives him- 
ſelf reſponſible to government only for the neat collections 
af that country during that period; that the balance due 
from him does only anzount to about three lacks of rupees, 
which he affirms to have tendered to Rajah Soorut Sing, in 
bonds from his Naibs, He continually urges me to ſend 
bim to Lucknow, where he promiſes to pay either to you 
or the Vizier's miniſter, Hyder Beg Cawn, whatever tur- 

ther balance may appear due from him on the adjuſting the 
accounts of his collections for the Fuſſulle year 1190. 
have agreed to ſend him thither, provided he would find 
ſecurity, either from the merchants or other perſons of 
property here, to ſatisfy the Honourable Company's claim 
on his arrival at that place; but as be refuſes doing this, 
and perſuaded that his motives for being ſo impatient to be 
zemoved from hence proceeds ſolely from a defign to elude 
v1 | pay ment 
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yment of this demand; and in which opinion I have 
— confirmed from a declaration he made ſhortly after his 
confinement, which has fince come to my knowledge, that 
he, by going to Lacknow, the intereſt he had with the mi- 
niſter, with one lack of rupees, would immediately procure 
him a full acquittance of whatever demands were made 
on him on account his collections; Item, that the worſt 
which could happen to him there, would be a few months 
confinement in the prifon called Ia Gunge. Convinced 
that the emergency of the public render it abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to realize every reſource, I have cauſed this Aumil 
to be put under clofe reſtraint, and alſo ſecured his family 
and effects in this town under a guard; and I beg leave to 
aſſure you, that the moſt fpirited exertion ſhall not be 
wanting on my fide to ſecure from Khbaljahb Ain ul Deen, 
if not the whole, as much of the Honourable Company's 
_ on him as can be recovered. k 
he letter you ſent me for Rajah Soornt Sing, 1 
the balance 8 from Khaljab Ala ul Deen's Vibes I d 
immediately forward to him, with my earneſt requeſt, that 
he would take the neceſſary 7 for collecting their amount; 
but as the Rajah's faint interference therein leads me to be- 
lieve that he is unwilling to charge himſelf with their col- 
loctions, ſince they are likely to prove a diminution to his 
own receipts, on account of the inability of the renters, 
from whom thoſe balances are due, I am apprehenfive chat 
little or nothing will be realized, unleſs the Rajah enters 
heartily into this bufineſs, and uſes vigorous means to en- 
force the payment, 


| I am, &c. | 
Barelly, (Signed) CHRIS. NUDSOQN. 
23d October 1783. | 
| A true Copy. 
(Signed) J. Hill, 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident, 


Gentlemen, 

I had the honour to addreſs you on the gth July laſt, re- 
lative to the mutiny of the Vizier's troops ſtationed in the 
province of Rohilcund. On this occafion, a complete bat- 
talion of theſe troops deſcrted their poſts, and marched to 
Luchnow : As no adequate puniſhment followed this dar- 
ing act of ſedition, it cannot * matter of ſurprize, that they 
ſhould have proceeded fince to the laſt outrages, and which 
have terminated in the murder of their ſuperior officer, and 
in the plunder of the diſtricts they were appointed to de- 
fend. It is alſo very natural, that the prevalence of fuch 
an example ſhould extend itſelf to the other forces of his 
Highneſs, and excite in them the fame turbulence of ſpirit, 

ꝙa a4 and 
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and contempt- of authority; indeed, combined with the 
cauſes of diſſatisfaction, it has already operated ſo power. 
fully, that within theſe few days the prince has been in a 
manner beſieged in his capital, and by that part of his ſol- 
dicty to whoſe guard, as more eſpecially relying upon their 
fidglity and attachment, the ſafety of his perſon had been 
immediately entruſted. The derail of the one, and the 
other of theſe facts is briefly this: The Rohilcund batta- 
lion herein above-mentioned (in whom, as I have alread 

obſerved, a conduct meriting decimation had been ——_—_ 
with no heavier puniſhment than the diſmiſſion of a few of 
the ringleaders) was about a month fince put in orders to 
march to Sultanpore. Theſe orders were no ſooner notified 
to them, than they again became refraQtory, declaring, and 
for ſome time adhering to their declaration, not to obey 
them ; when at laſt they were perſuaded to move, they ſet 
out in a diſorderly manner, and it was not till they had well 
nigh reached Hyder Gur, diſtant about ten coſs fram Luck- 
now, that they were overtaken and joined by their com- 
mandant, Meir Fuzzull Ally. This officer they immedi- 
ately ſeized, and binding him to a gun, cauſed him to ex- 
pire under their blows, leaving his mangled body to be 
publickly borne into the preſence of the Nabob. After this 
flagitious murder they continued their route to Hyder Gur, 


where they were joined by another battalion, and both hav- 


ing fixed their quarters in the neighbourhood, ſubſiſt by the 
plunder of the ſurrounding country, and by contributions 
raiſed upon the inhabitants. The adjutant of the battalion 
Jaſt mentioned has alſo been put to death by the ſepoys; 
and J am certainly informed that the late Aumil of Sultan- 
Pore, Myr Saud ud Dien, who was on his way hither in 
order to the adjuſtment of his accounts, has been made 
priſoner by the mutinggrs, and met .with very harſh and 
cruel ti-atment from them, This is the joint act of both 
corps, and they {till detain him. | 

The inſurrection of the Turkſowars, which | come now 
to ſpeak of, filled me with the moſt ſerious alarm. On 
the 26th ultimo they ſeized their magazine, and ſurrounded 


and touk poſſeſſion of all the avenues leading to the reſi- 


dence of the miniſter, denouncing venggance againſt him. 
Hyder Beg Cawn, although thus marked out as the prin- 
cipal object of their reſentment, had in reality little to ap- 
prehend, protected as he was by a body of forces, more 
numerous, and better appointed, than the afſailant's troops, 
loyal perhaps only from intereſt, but not likely to abandon 
his ſtandard, whilſt the power of beſtowing largeſſes remains 
to him. It is indeed much to be lamented, that the funds 
which enable him to do this are extorted from the hopeleſs 
induſtry of the oppreſſed and neceſſitous Ryot—The V _ 
1 ; 509» 4,4 vn wo. ; 1 UA | as 


vices. to his Highneſs, whoſe means of defence alſo, when 
compared with thoſe of his miniſter, were very diſpropor- 
tionate—a circumſtance I was not a little apprehenſive 
might in the end expoſe him perſonally to the attacks and 
inſults of the ſeditious. Happily at the end of three days, 
the promiſes and ſoothings of the miniſter prevailed ; and 
I feel infinite ſatisfaftion in * you, that the 


commotion ended without bloodſhed; ſhould, however, 


theſe engngements hereafter be forgotten, I cannot avoid. 


anticipating the danger that may enfue to the capital, and 
even to the perſon of the Nabob, from the undiſtinguiſh- 
ing fury of the ſoldiery, freſhly-excited by diſappointment, 
unreſtrained by any remains of diſcipline, and exaſperated 
by famine. to ſay the truth, gentlemen, this body guard 
of his highneſs is literally ſtarving, The conſequence is 
inevitable. In proportion as they afe debarred of their 
lawful expectations, and the means of honeſt ſubſiſtence 
is wanting to them, they are tolerated in the breach of 
order and neglect of duty. One inſtance of irregularity 
and diſobedience encourages to, and is ſucceeded by, others 
of the ſame kind, The practice becomes familiar, and, as 
we have ſeen, terminates at laſt in m—_ and ſedition. 
The terms ſubſcribed to on this occaſion by the miniſter 
are, firſt, the payment of 48,000 rupees immediately, in 
part of 17 months arrears due to the Turkſowars; and, 


ſecondly, aſſignments for the remainder, to the amount of 


ten lacks more, upon certain of the Aumils, whereof one 
for four lacks ſtands in the name of Almaſs Ally Cawn. 
To every circumſtance of the negociation, in its progreſs 
and after. its concluſion, I continued an utter ſtranger ; 
and it may be inferred, that it was Hyder Beg Cawn's 
purpoſe to leave me in ignorance, had I not, by a formal 
requiſition, compelled him to an explanation. In wavin 

this neceſſary ceremony, or rather duty, he ſeems to haye 
forgotten how large a proportion of the Company's claims 
upon the Vizier for the current year is ſtill unprovided for: 
ſimilar inſtances, however, of groſs neglect and inattention 
on the part of the miniſter, have, during the laſt months, 
ſo often occurred, that they no longer excite my ſurprize 

though, being always in contempt of the injunctions, an 

in direct oppoſition to the wiſhes, of the honourable Go- 
vernor General, as expreſſed in his inſtructions to me, they 
are certainly not leſs reprehenſible becauſe multiplied and 
repeated, , 
In concluſion, permit me to ſolicit your attention to the 
ſtyle of the encloſed letter. You will be pleaſed to ob- 
ſerve, gentlemen, that it was addreſſed to me by the Na- 
bob, when all communication between him and Hyder 


. 


Beg Cawn was cut off. Compared with the repreſentations 


heretofors 
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has no ſuch funds. TI haſtened to make a tender of my ſer- 25 


e —.. K. KK ̃]¼ᷣ⁵ůo . — 


382 Papers relating to Charges IV. and XVI. 


| heretofore tranſmitted to the Honourable Board on my 
fuͤbject, by his Highneſs, ery ane with his Miniſter, 


it exhibits the flrongeſt contraft ; and hence, if other evi- 
dence were wanting to prove the fact, Ieads irrefiſtably to a 


preſumption, that in the compoſition of thofe repreſenta- 


tions he was ſchooled and commanded—E feaped for 2 mo- 
ment from the tyrannic influence which bad fo often com- 
pelted him to the moſt difhonourable compliances, we bear 
bim fpeaking the language of feeling and gratitude for the 
obligations conferred upon him. Such language and ſuch 
ſentiments are worthy of his Highnefs ; and if at any time he 
deviates from them, my reſpect for him difpofes me to he- 
ke ve it is becaufe he dares not do otherwife, The time, I 
truſt, will come, when the unhappy Prince ſhall be final 
reſtored to the liberty of fpeech : 1 am confident he will 
employ it in the cauſe of truth and innocerice, which I can 
with equal certainty affirm is not the cauſe of Hyder Beg 
; | [ 


Cawn. | | | 

I Have the honour to be, &c. | 
TLueknow, (Signed) - FOHN BRISTOW, 
xſt November, 1783. Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Tranflation. of a Letter from Mr. Briſto to his Highneſs 
the Vizier, dated 20th Tekada 1191, or 28th October 
1783. 7; | 

After the uſuat compliments, © + | 
I this day received a meſſage from Huſſen Reza Cawn, 


through Roy Suruge Bawa, that the tumvlt of the Turk- 


fowars was ſettled; a little afterwards I heard that they were 

on the poim of commencing an attack. Since there is 
no feparation and diſtinction between your Highneſs and 
ene Moncurable' Coches, and my attachment to yor is of 
2 Jong flandiug, I bope therefore that if there is the leaſt 
danger, you will confider that J am ready to devote my hie 
in your Highnefs's defence; or if by my mediation the tu- 
mult could be fectled, I am with my heart and foul ready te 
attend your commands. 


His Highnefs's anfwer—Of the fame date. 


have received your letter, that if the mutiny of the 
T urkſowars was not ſupprefled, you were ready, &c. 

Your friendfhip and eſteem for me is more ſtrongly im- 
preſſed upon my heart than you can expreſs it in words; 
and F knew that we'only poſſeſs one ſou} in two bodies, — 
1 will inflantly adviſe you what is neceffary to be done, 
By the dleſſing of God this tumult will be ſuppreſſed, | 


A true Tranflation. | 
(Signed } W. COWPER, — 
0 


* 


| : 
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To Edward Hay, Eſquire, Sub Secretary. 


I am favoured with your letter of the iſt ultimo, con- 
veying the orders of the honourable Governor General 
and Council, direfting me to furniſh a particular account, 
ſpecifying the amount actually paid to the Begums at Fy- 
zabad, ſince, the -reſumption of their Jaghyres took effect 
in 1781 ; the ſum actually due to them; and whether the 

ayments to them have been made through me. 

As it will be ſome days before I ſhall be able to obtain 
the accounts required by the board, you will oblige me in 
repreſenting this circumſtance, that the delay = not be 
zmputed to neglect or inattention to their comman ' 

I have the honour to be, Ke. 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
d November 1783. Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, | 

Under date the 5th and 23d ultimo, I had the honour 
to tranſmit you copies of my correſpondence with Colonel 
Sit John Cumming, concerning Mr. M*Lean's loſſes ; and 
the encloſed papers, which I take the liberty to forward 
you, No. 1 and 2, explain the ſubſequent meaſures which 
have been followed; from which it will appear, that 
Colonel Cumming's efforts to apprehend any of the offen- 
ders have failed, and I muſt renew my ſolicitations to the 
Vizier for juſtice to Mr. Mac Lean. | 

My addreſs of the 24th ultimo will have noticed to you 
the difficulty under which Colonel Cumming labours in 


providing the ſupplies of his camp, I have now the honour 
to forward you No. 3, copies of my correſpondence with 


Colonel Cumming, and am much concerned at the diſtreſs 
ſuffered by the troops, to relieve which the moſt peremptory 
orders have heen iſſued by his Highneſs to his Aumils, who, 
as will appear by Colonel Cumming's repreſentations, have 
not rendered him the leaſt aſſiſtance.— I cannot on my part 
do more than obtain a repetition of thoſe orders, and re- 
commend to the Vizier to confirm the authority already 
granted to Colonel Cumming, to act in his diſcretion upon 


Emergency. | 

2 J have the honour to be, &c. 
. Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
gth November 1783. Reſident at the Vizier's Court 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow to Colonel Sir John 
Cumming; dated 21ſt October 1783. 


In conſequence of your letter of the 12th, I applied to 
his Highneſs the Vizier, to grant Mr. Mac Lean — 
y 
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by ccmpelling Buſſout Roy to make reſtitution for the lo; 
fuſtained, and hkewife diſmiſs him from the office of Naib 
of the diſtrict of Sandy Pauly.—In reply the miniſter tran. 
mitted me letters from Buſſout Roy and Jaoo Lloll, copies 
of which | encloſe . for your information. ,From a repre- 
fentation preſented to me by Mr. Mac Lean, and your 
fertiments upon the ſubject, the colluſion between the 
Aumils and Zemindars is in my opinion clearly proved; 
but befo le I repeat my application to the Vizier, I have de- 
fired Mr. Mac Lean to furniſh me with the evidences of 
tuch perſons as have attended him to Lucknow, and. were 
witneſſes to the Aumil's conduct. The ill-treatment this 
gentleman has received, and the bad conſequences attend- 
ing it, if the offenders ſhould paſs with impunity, make 
me extremely anxious to aſcertain the circumſtances mi- 
nutely, and inſiſt upon that redreſs which I may juſtly 
claim for Mr. Mac — You will oblige me therefore, 
en peruſal of Butſout Roy's and Jaoo Lloll's letters, to fa- 
vour me with any obſervations which may occur to you on 
this ſubject. | 
i | a 
Sir John Cumming in Reply; dated Futty Ghur, 23d 
! October 1783. | & by 


I am favoured with your letter of the 21ſt inſtant, in- 

eloGng copy of Buſſout Roy's Arzee to Hyder Beg Cawn. 
do not obſerve any miſrepreſentation of facts, fo far as 
Buſſout Roy has thought fit to ſtate them, but he has ſup- 
preſted ſome parts of the truth. When the Vizier's order 
tor puniſhing the rebellious people in the Paulie diſtrict 
arrived, I wrote to Buſſout Roy, deſiring he would come 
hither in perſon, or ſend a confidential Vackeel, to con- 
gert means for effectually chaſtiſing the offenders. He 
conſented to neither propofal; a copy of his letter, con- 
taining his excuſe, was tranſmitted to you with my letter, 
of the 12th inſtant. The circumſtances of his declining 
to fend a Vackeel,yexcited in me a ſuſpicion of his in- 
fincerity, which was confirmed the next morning by Mr. 
Mac Lean, who communicated to me the contents of a 
letter he had juſt received from his ſervants at Paulee. 
It ſtated that the inhabitants, in conſequence of a meſſage 
brought by Buſſout Roy's Hircarrahs, had releaſed the 
boats, and given back all the timber, &c. which they had 
away. TI obſerve that Buſſout Roy acknowledges having 
fent his Hircarrahs, denouncing threats of vengeance 
againſt the people of Paulee, if they did not give up poſ- 
f.fion of Mr. Mac Lean's boats; and that they, through 
fear of the conſequences; gave them up accordingly, This 
is the thing I complain of: It was the notice he gave of 
| the 
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the intended chaſtiſement that rendered it impoſſible to be » 


carried into execution; and if the people of Paulee were ſo 
ob2dient to the orders of Buſlout Roy on this occaſion, 
how came it that, when I wrote to him before, deſiring he 
would cauſe the ſame boats to be releaſed, that he had no 
influence over them. Mr. Mac Lean at that time informed 
me that Buſſout Roy gave Purwannahs in conſequence of 
my letter, and that the Paulee men to whom they were 
addreſſed tore them to pieces.” On this and every other 
occaſion Buſſout Roy has pleaded his inability to enforce 
obedience to his orders; yet the moment he ſaw a proſpect 
of doing it, he haſtened to put the offenders upon their 
guard, 2 informing them of their danger. As I have 
never interfered in any degree with the Aumils, it is not 
in my power to bring direct proof of any of their tranſ- 
actions, but in the preſent inſtance there are ſo many cir- 
cumſtances combining to prove that Buſſout Roy could 
have releaſed the boats ſooner, if he had been ſo inclined, 
and that he did nof wiſh the offenders ſhould be puniſhed, 
as to leave no for doubt, even in the moſt ſcrupulous 
mind. Howevef, to prove, beyond the power of contra- 
diction, whether Buſſout Roy be ſerious in his wiſh to 
puniſh the rebellious people in that neighbourhood, I will, 1 
if you approve, ſend over a regiment to his aſſiſtance. If [> | 
he apprehends the offenders, and delivers them over to 
juſtice, it will be a mark of his own innocence; on the | 
contrary, if he be negligent, there will be no longer an 
excuſe let him. I hope there will be no occaſion for a re- | 
petition of the Vizier's order: That I already have will | | | 

| 
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fuffice, and if you approve, I will ſend a regiment im- 
mediately on that ſervice. 


Colonel Sir John Cumming to Mr. Briſtow; dated 24th i 
October 1783. 1 
I wrote you yeſterday, in anſwer to your letter reſpect- 3 
ing Buſſout Roy, upon a ſuppoſition that you will not \ 
diſapprove of the experiment I propoſed for aſcertaining 1 
the ſincerity of his intention, with regard to chaſtiſing the 1 
people of Paulee; I ſhall order a regiment to croſs the * 
river on the 26th inſtant, they ſhall remain on this fide 1 
till your ſentiments are known: If you approve, the ſud- | 
den march of the regiment may poſſibility ſurprize the 
offenders before their well-wiſhers may have time to fore- 1 
warn them of their danger, as Buſſout Roy can collect, | ll. 
according to his own account, 200 horſe, it will be in his | 
power to apprehend many of the fugitives. His activity | 
on this occaſion, will be the beſt proof he can give of his 1 
innocence. 
I muſt requeſt you will loſe no time in anſwering this 
letter, as expedition only can ſecure ſucceſs, 
| | Colonel 
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Colonel Sir John Cumming to Mr. Briſtow ; dated 28th 


I wrote you the 24th inſtant, informing you of my in“ 
tention to ſend a regiment croſs the river, in order * be in 
readineſs to aſſiſt Buſſout Roy in puniſhing the inhabitants 
of Paulee, The regiment croſſed the 26th, and is now 
waiting your approbation. I muſt beg leave to be favoured 
with your ſentiments by return of the dawk, that the 
troops may be recalled, if not to be employed, 


Mr. Briſtow to Colonel Sir John Cumming ; dated 28th 
October 1783. | 


J am favoured with your letters of the 23d and 24th in- 
ſtant : I entirely concur in your opinion of Buſſout Roy's 
conduct, and likewiſe that the plan you propoſe is the moſt 
eligible that can be adopted on the preſent occaſion; as yon 
have already the Vizier's orders, nothing further is neceſ- 
ſary than to proceed in the manner appearing to you moſt 
expedient, | 


Extract of a letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming to 
Mr. Briſtow ; dated 3oth October 1783. 


I have been favoured with your letter of the 28th inſtant, 
in conſequence of which I have directed Captain Hilliard 
to proceed with his regiment immediately on the propoſed 
ſervice. A copy of his inſtructions, together with a copy 
of my letter te Buſſout nal. accompany this. Whatever 

erſons may be apprehended, I will ſend under an eſcort to 
—— in order that they may receive puniſhments 
adequate to their offences. | 


To Captain John Hilliard, commanding a Detachment. 


Sir, | | | 
. You will be pleaſed to march, with the detachment 

under your command, to Paulee, and there to aſſiſt Rajah 
Buſſout Roy in apprehending certain refractory Zemindars, 
and others, whom the aforeſaid Rajah, or his Vakeel, will 
point out to you. Should reſiſtance be made, you will 
make ule of the force under your command to compel] ſub- 
miſſion. You are not to march more than three or four 
coſs in purſuit of the fugitives, or on any other occaſion 
beyond r aulee, without further orders, 
(Signed) JOHN CUMMING, Colonel. 
Futty Gur, | 
zoth October, 1783. | Mr, 
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Mr. Briſtow to Colonel Sir John Cumming, dated 1ſt 
. November, 1783. | 
I have been honoured with your letter of the 3oth, and 
mult beg the favour of you not to fend the priſoners to Luc- 
know, as I am of opinion, that the matter can much bet- 
ter be tried at Furruckabad, being nearer the ſpot, and 
where, in caſe of conviction, an example will be attended 
with better effect. The matter may either be ſubmitted to the 
examination of a board of officers, the Cauzy or official 
perſon at Furruckabad, or a deputation from the Vizier. 


Extract of a Letter from Colonel Sic John Cumming to 
| Mr. Briſtow, dated 8th November, 1783. 


The regiment ſent to the aſſiſtance of Buſſout Roy hav- 
ing marched to Paulee, without being able to apprehend 
any one of the offenders, who, I am told, have eſcaped 
into the I ungles. 

True copies and extracts. 
(Signed) . NEAVE, 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident at the | izier's Court, 


Extract of a- Letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming to 
Mr. Briſtow, dated Futty Ghur, oth October, 1783. 


When this ſervice is executed, if you have no objection, 
I-will order one battalion of the ſame regiment to return by 
wayof Ranonge. Almaſs's Naib has not paid the leaſt atten - 
tion to the orders he received from his maſter, and obſti- 
nately perſeveres in refuſing the Bungars of Camp permiſ- 
fion to purchaſe grain in his diſtri. The — of a 
military force may perhaps-awe him into a compliance with 
our demands; aud if he be given to underſtand that a regi - 
ment will be ſtationed near him, unleſs he ſupply us regu» 
wy with graia, he will probably engage to do it. 

he Sezawul of Furruckabad has been equally inattentive 
to the orders of the Vizier; I have therefore been under the 
neceſſity of writing him a menacing letter, though I cannot 
Gy that I expeR it will be productive of any good effect.— 
othing but very ſtrong meaſures will induce the Aumils to 
obey the Vizier's orders; and I much fear it will not be 
poſſible for the troops to ſubſiſt, unleſs the mflition of 
ſome exemplary puniſhment on the officers of Government 
compel them to a performance of their duty, 


Copy of a Letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming to Mr. 
Briſtow, dated Lucknow, 4th November, 1783. 


The difficulty of ring grain enereaſing every day, I 
am under the mecelilcy of addreſſing you again on the fub- 


jedt, 
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ject, with a requeſt that you will preſent the incloſed th his 
1 the Vizier, I have repeatedly informed you that 
the Aumils pay no attention to the orders of Government; 
and that no one of thoſe to whom his Excellency's purwan- 
nah's have been ſent, has furniſhed the camp with any kind 
of grain whatever. Hitherto I have, with great difficulty, 
ſupported the troops from the repoſitories of grain at Fur- 

ruckabad, but that reſource is now at an end. The only 

fible means of ſubſiſtence is that I have ſtated in my let- 
ter to his Excellency, that is, to ſeize on ſome repoſitory of 
grain, within 20 or 30 coſs of this place, and to let the 
owners employ their own ſervants in retailing it out at a 
price fixed by the Vizier. The camp banyars ſhould pay 
ready money for every maund they receive, nor ſhould the 
ſmalleſt quantity be diſpoſed of to any but the people of our 
camp, except ſo much as ſerved for the conſumption of the 
natives of the place where the repoſitory was found : Unleſs 
my informations greatly deceive me, there are many villages 
in which there are 2 or 3 lacks of maunds of different kinds 
of grain, which the owners keep. back from market with a 
view of inhancing the price. There cannot be the leaſt 
doubt of a combination ſubſiſting between the Aumils and 
the merchants, to op up the exorbitant price of grain; 
and without the interference of the Government the moſt 
dreadful conſequences are to be apprehended from it. 

If you approve the propoſal I have ſubmitted to the Vi- 
zier, let me requeſt that the order authorizing me to carry 
it into execution, may be expreſs and pofitive. It is true, 
I have ſeveral letters from his Excellency and yourſelf, in 
| which there is an implied authority to compel the Aumils 
to furniſh our camp with proviſions ; but as the means of 
_ compulſion are not pointed out, and as every act of vio- 
lence would furniſh matter of complaint, and the circum- 
ſtances might be groſsly miſrepreſented, I am unwilling to 
take any ſtep, without having obtained the previous aſſent 
of his „ 5 

Should this mode of procuring ſupplies be diſapproved, 
I muſt requeſt you will repreſent to his Excellency the ab- 
ſolute impoſſibility of the troops being ſubſiſted longer by 
any endeavours of mine, and that I am ready to _ any 
other meaſure he may be pleaſed to direct; all I defire is, 
that no diſturbance may happen on account of want of 
proviſions. Let me requeſt that no time may be loſt in an- 
ſwering this letter. ; "= 


Tanſlation 


- 1 
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Tranſlation of à Letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming, 
to his- Highneſs the Vizier.' | 


After the uſual compliments, 24 

Your Highneſs's purwannahs have been repeatedly iſſued 
to the Aumils of every diſtrict, direQing them to ſupply the 

utty Ghur camp with grain; but none has arrived, and 
they have been. of no effect. The diſtreſs for neceſſaries 
of life is now ſo great, that I cannot expreſs it. I under- 
ſtand that the Phouſdars, Merchants, and Zemindars, have 
lacks of maunds hoarded in their granaries, but do not ex- 

ſe it to ſale, with a view of enhancing the price, If I 
could obtain your Highneſs's permiſſion, I would ſend 
troops, and ſeize a granary, and oblige the proprietors to 
appoint a creditable agent to the charge of it. The camp 


Banyars, to make their purchaſes of him, pay the aſſize 


your Highneſs may fix, and not a hubba ſhall be taken 
without payment being made. No oppreſſion ſhall be 
committed. I fee no other means than this of ſubſiſting 
the troops. Until now, grain has been procured from the 
inhabitants of Furruckabad with the utmoſt difficulty, and 
after the moſt minute ſearch, and now there is none to be 
had there. Whatever your Highneſs may direct in this bu- 
fineſs ſhall be executed. 


Mr Briſtow to Colonel Sir John Cumming, dated 8th 
November, 1783. 


I am 2 with your letter of the 4th inſtant, and 
immediately tranſmitted your addreſs to his Highneſs.— 
This day the aQting Miniſter waited upon me with the 
Vizier's commands, and repeated his Highneſs's profeſſions 
of being ready ta exert his authority in furniſhing ſuppliss 
for the troops under your command. On conſidering the 
orders iſſued by the: Aumils, and the little attention ſhewn 
to them, I am confirmed in the opinion I have already gi - 
ven, that the execution muſt reſt with yourſelf. The Mi- 
niſter informed me, in the Vizier's name, that it was: left 
in your direction to exert force in ſuppling the troops when 
the emergency required it. The beſt means which occurred 
to hym was to make uſe of the intelligence which you had 
obtained of places where grain is collected in any quantity, 
and as your neceſſities might require, compel the propri- 
etors to give the Banyars of your camp a preference of pur- 
chaſe at the fair price: in the laſt reſort to uſe compulſion 
with the Aumils. On this head, caution in regard to Al- 
maſs Ally Cawn (with whoſe extrarordinary ſituation wick 
reſpect to the V izier's government you are acquainted) is 
neceſſary, , This will, I hope, ſuffice for a ſufficient expla- 
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nation of the line of conduct the Vizier wiſhes you to fol- 
low. until ſuch time as I can obtain his written inſttuc- 
tions. a 
True extracts, copies, and tranſlations, + 
(Signed) J. NEAVE, 
Attorney to the Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

take the liberty of incloſing a letter I had the honour to 
receive from the Honourable Governor General. 

It is not more my duty than it has always been my in- 
clination to obey, and as far as in me lies, chearfully to 
execute every lawful command coming to me from ſo hign 
and reſpectable an authority as that of the firſt Member of 
your Government; with extreme regret, therefore, I ſee 
myſelf, in the preſent inſtance, reduced to the diſagreeable 
neceſſity either of departing from the lineof unqualified ſub- 
miſhon tothe will of the Honourable Governor General, or 
of tranſgreſſing the orders and intentions of the Board, ex- 
preſsly and unequivocally notified to me in their letter of 
the 3d March, 1783. I cannot, I moſt humbly with all 
deference concelve, ** ceaſe to act under my preſent in- 
«+ {truQtions,” ſo long as the ordinance contained in that 
letter, enjoining me to make them my conſtant guide, ſhall 
continue in full force. I dare not even ſuppoſe that thoſe 
inſtructious, though I received them through the Honour- 
able the Governor General, can be annihilated and done 
away by any anthority, fave that of the Board. If, there- 
fore, - } continue to regulate my conduct by them as hereto- 
fore, until I can be favoured with your determination, I 
truſt my reſolution will not be attributed to any con- 
tempt 'of the Honourable Governor General's orders, to 
whote place and perſon I look up with the trueft reverence 
and reſpect, but to a conviction, that in acting otherwiſe I 
ſhould act wrong. In the mean time, and in obedience to 
the Honourable the Governor General's further injunctions 
to me, that I ſhould . not preſume in future, in any in- 
4 ſtance whatſoever, to vouch inſtructions as an autho- 
«rity from him,” when I may hereafter have occaſion to 
notice them in my communications with his Highnefs the 
Nabob, his Minitters, or otherwiſe, I ſhall be careful to 
ſpeak of them as an authority derived from the Board" af 
large, inſtead of introducing the name of the Hononrable 
Governor. General only, as, conformable to all former 
uſage, hath hitherto been my practice. 

For the reſt, Gentlemen, as to the beſt of my under- 
ſtanding I have judged of, ſo with the moſt indefatigable 
zeal I have endeavoured to execute your intentions. Diffi- 
dent of my own abilities, 1 hoped I had preclud:d the po 

ility 
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bility of any mifchief reſulting from a falſe interpretation 
of thofe intentions, by a timely and previous communica< 
tion of all my Tes to the Honourable Governor General, 
thus leaving chem, as he had recommended, till open to 


his correction. If to theſe numerous and long unnoticed 


references I have received at laſt, for all anſwer, the harſh- 
eſt condemnation of my conduct; if, ſtill wiſhing and ſtriv- 
ing to do right, I am now told that I have always and wil- 
fully done wrong, I can read this unexpected and afflicting 
ſentence with leſs emotion, as I am unconſcious of havi 
deſerved it. l preſume to hope, from the candour and juſ- 
tice of the Honourable Governor General, that particular 
examples of the offences which have unhappily ſubjected 
me to his diſpleaſure, will be hereafter pointed out to me: 
I ſhall then, I truſt, find it no difficult taſk to prove the 
innocence which now ſupports me, and to convince the 
Board, that in all my management at Owde, I have neves 
once intentionally neglected or ſwerved from my duty. 

Ih have the honour to be, &c. a 
| Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
the 10th Nov. 1783, efident at the Vizier's Court, 


Copy of a Letter from the Honourable Governor General 
to MA Briſtow, dated Fort William, 28th October, 
1703. 


As you have thought fit to ground your acts at Lucknow 


on the inſtructions which I gave you for your conduct, al- 


though you have perverted the ſenſe of thoſe inſtructions in 
every application of them, and have totally neglected to 
obey their obvious and intended meaning; I do therefore 
formally require, that you do, immediately on the receipt 
of this letter, ceaſe to act, or to pretend to act, under thoſe 
inſtructions, or to preſume in future, in any inſtance what- 
ſoever, to vouch them as an authority from me, as'I do 
hereby declare they are no a = inſtructions. 

| am, &c. 


A true copy. (Signed) WARREN HASTINGS, 


(Signed) Wm. Cowper, Affit. 


Extract of a Letter from the Honourable Governor Gene- 
neral, &c. Members of the Supreme Council, dated 3d 
March, 1783. 5 K* | 


To Mr. Briſtow, Reſident at Owde. 


We approve very much of the conduct which you have 
obferved keſpecng the rebellious Zemindars, and the means 
which you inform us you had recommended to the Vizier 
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for quieting the diſorders and reſtoring the peace of this 

country; on this occaſion we have only to recommend the 

ſtricteſt attention to the inſtructions which you have re- 

ceived from the Governor General, and to defire that you 

will make them your conſtant guide. | 
3 A ttue extract. | | | 

| (Signed) Wm. COWPER, Aſſt, 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

I had the honour of. addreſſing you the 3oth of Auguſt, 
the 4th and 14th of October laſt, relative to Almaſs Ally 
Cawn, cquapiing you with my apprehenſions mat it was 
the intention of the Miniſter to Abi that Aumil {till in 

ſſeſſion of all the diſtricts then under his management.— 
A meaſure than which none could be more unwiſe and 
dangerous, or more repugnant to the ideas and wiſhes of 
the Honourable Board, as experience in the one Caſe, and 
my inſtructions in the other, clearly demonſttated. In 
waiting the reſult of this reference, the Honoutable Com- 
pany's demands upon his Excellency the Vizier for the cur- 


rent year came under conſideration, and I applied to his 


ighneſs, requeſting that the countries farmed by Almaſs, 
and ſtated by the Miniſter at à rent roll of forty-eight lacks 
ninety-four thouſand three hundred and ſeven rupees might, in 
liquidation of it, and among others be granted me in aſſign- 
ment, | * 
My reaſons for this application, together with the Na- 
bob's, or rather Hyder Be Cawn's objection to it, I had 
the honour to ſubmit for yaur deciſion in my addreſs of the 
x ultimo, and I am the more anxious to be favoured 
with, yout commands, ſince without them (as I have al- 
ready informed the Honourable Board) I cannot now pro- 
mile myſe if that my applications to the Miniſter on the 
ſal et of tlie aſugnments, or indeed on any other ſubject, 
will avght avail, , It cannot be matter of ſurprize that in 


iS w-- 


his, preſent ſituation Almaſs ſhould adopt any conduct, or 


be prompt to make any conceſſions, at the bidding of Hy- 


der Beg Cawn. As I underſtand this influence had been 
exerte by the Miniſter to prevail upon him to make an ad- 
vance of a large ſum to the Nabob, I ſome time ago warn- 
ed Almaſs, whilſt tbe queſtion of his collections remained 
wdecided, againſt tlie approbation of any part of them 
without my privity and conſent. e affared me of his ac- 
ap panes. however my information be good (and I believe 
af ſo) ſome lacks have already been paid by him to his Highneſs ; 
and I am the more confirmed in this belief, from the un- 
uſual backwardneſs Almaſs has ſhewn in the diſcharge. of 
his firſt kiſts, and the unſatisfactory reaſons he has aſſigned 


' Yor the delay, I have the honour to incloſe my correſpon- 


" a. | | 


* 


dence with him reſpecring it. This, Gentlemen, is yet an 


additional motive with me to ſolicit your preſent decifion, ' 
otherwiſe” more of this reſource may be diffipated, which, 


if the whole was granted in aſſignment to the Honourable 
Company, and completely collected, would till, as the 
accompanying ſtatements will explain, leave a very heavy 
balance of this year's claim unprovided for by the Vizier. 
1 | I have the honour to be, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
11th November, 1783. Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Tranſlation of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow to Ilmas Ally 
Khan, dated 21ſt Zeccaud, 1197. al 


I have received the lack of rupees you ſent. I am now. 


to obſerve to you, that the kiſt of Khaor is elapſed, and 
that of Kautick arrived. Agreeably to the ſtatement as de- 
livered me by the Miniſter Hyder Beg Than, the demand 
upon you, account your diſtricts, for the current year, 
amounts to 48,98,000. Three lacks is already due for the 
kift of Khaor, the demand for Cautick is four more. I 
am in the greateſt want of money, I muſt therefore beg you 
you will write to your agents, directing them to furniſh the 
fix lacks for theſe two kiſts. Ss 


Ilmaus Ally Khan in Reply, dated dre > Ga 


I have been honoured with, and received infinite pleaſure 
from your letter, requiring payment of the kiſts of Kouar 
and Cantick. You, fir, are well acquainred with my obe- 
dience, fidelity, attachment and zeal, from the firſt hour of 
my appointment as Aumil, to the pretent time: during 2 
courſe of years and in the payment of lacks of rupees, I 
have never failed in à fingle inſtance diſcharging, whilſt it 
was in my power ſo to diſcharge them, my monthly pay- 
ments in advance. You are well infor of the ſtate of 
the country this year, arifing from the failure of the periodi- 
cal rains; notwithſtanding my diligence and coercions I am 
unable to collect enough even to ſatisfy the ſoldiery, many of 
whom, both horſes and foot, are dying of hunger in this ſea- 
ſon of famine. Having before repreſented theſe matters in per- 
ſon to you, I arrived here, that I might, as I had done in other 
places, attend the conſtruction of wells, ſuperintend the culti- 
vation of the diſtri; and contribute, by my preſence, to the 
care and encouragement of the ryots. Now that I have re- 
* ceived your letter to the purport herein above-mentioned 
it has greatly encreaſed my diitreſs and perplexity. This 
year, the collections being ſo difficult, it will be impofſhble, 
without your countenance and favour, to fulfil my eng 


ments, or preſerve my honour ;—poſlefling thoſe, as for- 
| B b 3 merly 
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merly, nothing ſhall be wanting on my part, I will fulfill my 

duty to the utmoſt, If you cannot rely upon me, I beg you 

will appoint an Aumeen to take an account of the recei 

and to tranſmit, to Lucknow ſuch balance as, after deduQ. 
ing the pay of the troops, may remain. 
| true tranſlation. - 

Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
EKReeſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

Colonel . having applied to me for aſſiſtance in 
furniſhing ſupplies for the 2d brigade, on its march into 
the Honourable Company's provinces, I am concerned at 
informing you the diftre $ the troops are likely to tuffer : 
As the meaſures which have been in conſequence followed 
are explained in the accompanying paper, which I have the 
honour to encloſe, I beg leave to refer you to it for the par- 
ticulars ; and to aſſure you I ſhall negle& no means in my 
power of obtaining ſupplies, with the leaſt detriment to the 
country, though I am very apprehenſive it will be impoſſible, 
except by compulſion upon the proprietors of the grain at, 
the different gunges in the route of the army 

L have the honour to be, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 

14th November, 1783. Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Copy of a Letter from Colonel James Morgan to Mr, 
| Briftaw, dated 8th November, 1783. 


From a conference I have had with Iſhmael Beg con- 
ecrning the ſupplying the troops under my command with 
grain, on their march through the diſtricts about Allaha- 

ad, together with the great difficulty there is at preſent in 
ſubſiſting the troops, I find there is an abſolute neceſſity to 
make this public application to you for your affiſtance, that 
I may not ſuffer diſtreſs, or be impeded on my march 
through thoſe diſtricts. Captain Dennis's battalion, that 
is now at Allahabad, may, if you think proper, be employed 
in ſuch manner as you may think moſt adviſeable, and I 
will give him orders to that purport. As the two brigades 
will meet at that place, I could wiſh that no time may be 
loſt in procuring a ſufficient ſupply : An eftimate of the 
quantity that will be neceffary on my ſhall be ſent you 
don as poſſible. I have wrote twice tò the Commander in 
Chief on the ſubject of the fearcity, before I came to re- 


preſent it to you. 
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Mr. Briſtow to Colonel James Morgan, dated 8th 
| November 1783. 


I am favoured with your letter of this date, and think 
you ought by all means to iſſue orders to Captain Dennis 
to poſtpone his March, that he may be employed on the 
ſervice of the ſupplies, Unleſs timely precautions are 
taken, the troops will in all likeJihood ſuffer reat diſtreſs : 
Poſſibly a ſufhcient quantity for both brigades cannot be 
had, except by the moſt violent exertions of power, and 
very great interruption to the revenue, and the peace of 
the country.—1 ſhall to-morrow addreſs the Vizier on the 
ſubject, and communicate his commands to you. 


Mr. Briſtow to Captain Dennis, dated qth November 1783. 


I incloſe the copy of a letter from Colonel Morgan to 
myſelf, and am to requeſt you will furniſh me with ſuch 
information as may have come to your knowledge concern- 
ing the preſent ſtate of the province of Allahabad, in re- 
gard to the ſcarcity, and the beſt means which occur, in 
your opinion, for the ſupply of grain, and the quantity 
you think could be collected by the 25th of next month, 
the period at which it is probable the two brigades may 
meet at Allahabad. 


Captain Dennis to Mr. Briſtow, dated roth November 183 


I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the gth inſtant, enclofing the copy of one from 
Colonel Morgan, and beg leave to acquaint you, that the 
ſcarcity of proviſions throughout the province of Allahabad 
became very general, Prior to my quitting that part of 
the country diſtreſs was clearly pictured in the countenance 
of almoſt every individual; and the poorer fort of people 
were ſeen daily in the plains ſweeping together the looſe 
earth, from which they extracted the ſeed of graſs and other 
wild plants for their ſubſiſtence. 

From the very high rate corn is now ſelling at in the 
city of Allahabad, the ſcarcity of that article muſt be 
urgent, and that a ſufficient ſupply for two brigades can- 
not be procured from that province. | 

I have received information of their being quantities of 
grain in the diſtricts Byragur and Lutchiefgur, contigu- 
ous to the Allahabad province; and it is my opinion that an 
adequate ſupply for the troops may be provided by the period 
you have fixed, by marching a force into the above diſtricts, 
and compelling the Banyars to carry their grain to Allaha- 
bad to be diſpoſed of. 
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Tranſlation of -a Letter from Iſmael Beg, Subadar of 
Allahabad, to Mr. Briſtow : Received 11th November 
1783. 1 | 


You have been pleaſed to acquaint me, that the brigade 
would be relieved at Allahabad, and a large quantity of 
rain and other neceſſaries would be required for their ſub- 
iſtence. I Gall, in the following repreſentation, in obe- 
dience to Colonel Morgan and your commands, ftate every 
particular; for as I have ſerved the Honourable Company 
night and day for twenty years, by the grace of God, the 
Engliſh gentlemen have experienced my zeal, and be- 
ſtowed honour and conſideration on me. It is impoſſiblo 
J ſhould ever ſwerve from my attachment. 
The province of Allahabad is in the high road, and a 
place of general reſort. The troops have every year paſſed, 
and been amply ſupplied. The camp Banyars on croſfih 
the river were accuſtomed' td go into the interior parts of 
the country, and bring grain and other articles without 
difficulty. A few merchants, inhabitants of the province, 
willingly brought the grain for ſale to the town of Allaha- 
bad, and for ſuch extraordinary quantities required for troops 
paſſing through the country as could not be ſupplied by 
them, the Aumils diſpatched agents to various quarters, 
and there was never any complaints. In times of plenty 
there was no occaſion for force in ſupplying the army, the 
attention and aſſiduity of the Aumils were alone ſufficient ; 
but grain is now at ten and twelve ſeer a rupee at Allaha- 
habad, and oftentimes the ſhops are ſhut up for want of it. 
The people are 22 the country, and ready to ſtarve; 
on of cultivating the rubby harveſt, 
owing to the drought, and there not being even ſeed to be 
had, it is elapſing. Having advanced Tuckavy, and en- 
couraged the Ryots to conſtruct wells, in the place of one 
hundred they are perhaps able to water only fifteen or 
or twenty Bigahs, but even for that ſmall ſpace they can- 
not find feed, and in every place their grozns and Jamen- 
tations reach the Heavens. If troops ſhould be detached 


from the brigade in ſearch of grain into the interior parts 


2 ryots will defert the 


of the country, the few remaining 


Bundlecund, where it is cheaper, and in that caſe I can- 
not anfwer for the conſequences, | 


I beg leave to ſtate what occurs, in my humble opinion, 


upon this ſubject. Firſt, Colonel Morgan may order 


Captain Dennis to remain in the province of Allahabad, 
where he has been ſtationed-for a year paſt, and has local 


knowledge. The troops under his command have never 
been known to commit any act of violence againſt the in- 


habitants; and it is to his ability arid friendſhip I may 


attribute the proſperity of my country, It is therefore 


better 


% 
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better for that gentleman and me to ſet off for Allahabad, 
and by mild means collect as much grain as we can from 
the Aumils on the borders of Bundlecund, with whom 
Captain Dennis and I have held, and do ſtill hold, an in- 
tercourſe, Second, In the Purgunnahs of Mongerah, 
Gopy Gunge, and Muchleſhhehur, in the Benares diſtrict, 
there are many wealthy Beoparies, Zemindars, and mer- 
chants, who buy the grain in the firſt inſtance, and ſell it 
when the aſſize may ſuit them. From theſe places it is 

obable the proprietors themſelves may be induced to bring 
it, or Beoparies may be ſent there to make purchaſes. 
Mr. Fowke ſhould alſo iſſue orders to the Aumils to grant 
their aſſiſtance. 

Third, The Purgunnah of Kyragur formerly compre- 
hended a part of the province of Allahabad, and was rent- 
ed for a certain time by Bulwant Sing and Chyte Sing, 
and is now under Lolloodut Sing, and within his High- 
neſs's dominion. During the troubles with Chyte Sing 
many Zemindars, Talookdars, Merchants, and Beoparies, 
and wealthy inhabitants, from every quarter, as well from 
the Company's territories as from Allahabad, took refuge 
there. From that time to this, Lolloodut Sing has de- 
- tained them, and does not permit the merchants and ryots 
to return to their native dwellings, and from compulſcon 
they enter into commercial engagements. Though theſe 
people poſſeſs large quantities of grain, Loll Oodut Sing 
prevents their expoſing it. The borders of that Purgunnah 
are only ſeven coſs from Allahabad, and Loll Oodut Sing 
has lately erected a ſtrong fort at Banda, an ancient Talook 
on a hill, and has caſt guns, and does ſti]! continue to do 
ſo for its defence. I can place no reliance on his willingly 
furniſhing grain, therefore the beſt advice I can give in 
reſpect to him is, that Captain Dennis ſhould encamp in 
the Kyragur diſtri, near the banks of the Ganges, and 
the Nuddy Eunees. Let Captain Dennis be furniſhed with 
orders from the Vizier to Loll Oodut Sing, to affiſt in the 
ſupplies; and if he yields obedience it is well, if not, let 
the Captain be then inſtructed to ſeize grain wherever he 
diſcovers any hoards, and diſpatch it to camp. I alſo will 
exert my endeavours in this buſineſs with Captain Dennis, 
as far as lays in my power. 

Fourth, As ſufficient carriage is not to be had for the 
- tranſportation of the neceſſary quantities of grain in the 
province of Allahabad, it would be adviſeable for his High- 
neſs to ſend two thouſand bullocks there before the brigade 
arrives, in qrder that it may be tranſported and kept ready 
at that place, Colonel Morgan may likewiſe diſpatch for 
the ſame purpoſe as many of the bullocks of bis bazar as 
can be ſpared, | | 

Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from Mr, Briſtow to Francis Fowke 
ſquire, Reſident at Benares ; dated 13th November 


1783. 


Having been called upon by Colonel Morgan for affift. 
ance in furniſhing ſupplies for the brigade on its march 
into the provinces, I find myſelf under the neceſſity of ad- 
erefling you on the ſubject. The ſcarcity in the Vizier's 
dominions will render it a very difficult matter to furniſh 
the grain, required for the ſubſiſteace of the two brigades; 
when they met at Allahabad; and as Mongura, and Gopy 
Gunge, and Muchleſhehur, have been pointed out to me 
2s places where it is to be had, and as conveniently fituated 
for the route which the army will take, I think it proper 
to pive you timely notice of the diſtreſs the troops may ſuffer, 
unleſs you can aſſiſt in furniſhing ſupplies. 

Captain Dennis and Iſmael Beg, the Subadar of Allaba- 
bad, were directed to collef all the grain that can be bad 
in that province and the neighbouring countries, and 1 
muſt refer you for the particulars of the quantity, and places 
at which it is required, to Captain Dennis, who has in- 
flructious for his conduct, both from the V izier and Colonel 
Morgan. | 

I ſhall inform Colonel Tronfide of the ſcarcity, and defire 
de will, before he enters the Vizier's dominions, apply to 
you for aſſiſtance, and give the neceſſary inſtructions to 
Captain Dennis. | 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow to Colonel Morgan, 
dated 13th November 1783. | 


Tſmael Beg is doubtful if grain can be procured in thoſe 
quantities which are neceſſary, unleſs an advance of money 
de made by the proprietors, to be repaid upon the ſale of 
it to the troops: Upon this head I could give him no 
anſwer, and mult wait until I receive your ſentiments, be- 
fore I can aſſent, not being a judge of the cuſtom in theſe 
caſes, or the propricty of his requiſition. Agreeably to 
my letter to Captain Dennis, of which I have the — 
to encloſe you a copy, J muſt requeſt yau will iſſue the 
neceſſary orders, concerning the diſpoſition of the ſupplies 
and other matters which may occur to you: the acting 
miniſter was of opinion, that by giving encouragement 
to Sewajee Sing * he would have been able to have furniſhed 
the ſupplies completely to the frontiers of the Vizier's 
dominions; but if I did not miſunderſtand the actual ſtate 
of the caſe, you have followed megſures to provide the 
army with grain, as far as Allahabad, after which you 
mult depend on affiſtance from the Vizier's Aumils and the 


* The Vizier's Cutwal at Cawnpore, © 
diſtricts 


diftrifts of Benares; at all events Sewanjee Sing is fur- 
niſhed with Perwannahs, which may be made uſe of in 
any way you deem expedient for the good of the ſervice; 
and 1 ſhall likewiſe be very happy to afford my aſſiſtance 
in any other ſteps you may think it neceſſary to take, 
Captain Dennis is furniſhed with the Vizier's purwannahs 
to the Aumils in the neighbourhood of Allahabad, direct - 
ing their zealous ſupport in the buſineſs upon which he is 
employed. | | 
The Reſident has alſo written to Colonel Tronſide, and 
encloſed copies of every paper which could give him any 
information reſpecting the ſcarcity of grain in the Vizier's 
dominions. 
True copies, extract, and tranſlation, | 
(Signed) J. NEAVE, 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


The Governor General lays before the Board the follow- 
ing Letter, from his Highneſs the Nabob Vizier. 


From the Nabob Vizier: Received 6th November, 1783. 


Uſual Introduction. 
The authority and influence of the Jagheerdars in the 
ageer diſtricts, were formerly the cauſes of ſome diſorders 
in thoſe of government; and the Aumils of the latter were 
wont to make complaints. It had become an object with 
me alſo to reduce the Jageers to their original value; 
moreover, during the diſturbances at Benares, I had enter- 
tained ſuſpicions of the fidelity of ſome of the Jagheerdars, 
and for the preceding reaſons, when at Chunargur, I 
| propoſed the ſequeſtration of my grandmother's and mother's 
Jagheers, and of thoſe of the Nabob Saulur Jung, and 
others of my relations and connections; and on my return 
to the Soubah of Oude I carried the meaſure into execu- 
tion. In the courſe of the two years that their Jagheers 
have been ſequeſtered (for the preſent is the third year of 
their ſequeſtration) the motives to that meaſure have been 
anſwered, and my doubts fully ſatisfied; there are none 
now who will preſume to diſobey my will; and the diſ- 
treſſes which they individually ſuffer are beyond deſcrip- 
tion, and on this account it is now my wiſh to put my 
grandmother, my mother, the Nabob Saulur Jung, and 
others of my relations, agreeably to the accompanying 
liſt, again in poſſeſſion of their Jageers. I therefore re- 
queſt that you will write to Mr, Briſtow not to oppoſe the 
meaſures, — to allow them to be delivered up. 
Concludes as uſual, 


Lift 
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Liſt of Jageers accompanying the preceding Letter. 
Jagheers, and Names of Jageerdars, as follow : 


Jageer of my grandmother. 
Jageer of my mother, FT 
ageer of the Nabob Saulaur Jung. 
ageer of the ſons and family of the late Nabob If. 
tikhaur u Dowla, Meerza Alli Cawn. 
ageer of the Nabob Immaum u' Deen. 
| ts of the ſons of Bund Alli Khaun. 
Jageer of the Nabob M uddaur u' Dowla. 


The Governor General is unwilling, at this time, to 
propoſe any orders in conſequence of the preceding letters 
and papers, rather expecting that the other Members of the 
Board will ſuggeſt what may be proper to be written to Mr. 
Briſtow in reply to his letters, and upon the other ſubject 
of the demands of the Bankers for their loan, and the Na- 
bob's requiſition for the permiſſion of the Board to reſtore 
the Jazheers of the Begums and his other relations; but 
he defires that Mr. Briſtow's letter of the iſt November may 
be tranſmitted a number in each of the packets now under 
erſpateh to the Court of Directors, and referred to their 
particular attention. | 
Upon this, and the other ſubjects of theſe papers, the 
Governor General will take ſome future occaſion of more 
Eiſure to record his ſentiments. 


Agreed, That Mr. Briſtow's letter of the iſt November 


| be tranſmitted a number in each of the packets now under 


diſpatch to the Honourable Court of Directors, and re- 
ferred to their particular attention. 


Extract of the Secret Letter from Bengal, dated the 25th 


N ovember, I 783. 


Para. 10. We have received a letter from Mr. Briſtow 
fince the diſpatch of our laſt letter to your Honourable 
Court, dated the 1ſt of this month, a copy of which we 
have the honour to tranſmit for your peruſal, and we beg 
leave to refer it to your particular attention, 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 10th December, 
1783. 


The following letter, and its encloſures, having been 
received from Colonel James Morgan, they were circulated 
on the 8th inſtant, and returned, with the reſolution which 

13 
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is entered after them : The ſame was immediately commu- 


nicated by the Secretary to the Committee of Grain. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 


Encloſed I have the honour to tranſmit you copies of 


the letters that have paſſed upon the ſubject of ſupplying 
grain to the troops under my command, by them you will 
perceive that I have not left any thing in my power undone 
to that effect. 1 | 

I have alſo ſent copies of theſe papers to the Commander 
in Chief, whom I addreſſed before repeatedly on the ſubject. 

Cawnpore, I have the honour, &c. | 

14th Nov. 1783. JAS. MORGAN, 
Col. commanding ad Brigade. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow, Reſident at the Vi- 


zier's Court, to Captain Robert Dennis, commanding» 


at Allahabad, dated Lucknow, 15th November, 1783. 


I have tranſmitted a copy of your Letter of the toth in- 
tant, as well as one I received from Iſmael Beg, to Colo- 
nel Morgan, for his information, and requeſted he would 
furniſh you with proper inſtructions concerning the quan= 
tity of grain, and the ſtations at which it will be required; 
as alſo on all other which may occur to him. I forward 
you a letter to Mr, Fowke, for your information, and re- 
queſt you will attend to the contents of it. 

You are already furniſhed with purwannahs to the Su- 
bahdar of Allahabad, and the Aumils of the neighbourin 
countries. If more explicit orders ſhould be required, 
requeſt you will give me information, that I may make 
timely application to his Highneſs. 

A true copy. 
id NEAVE, 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 


Sir | 

I am favoured with your letter of the 12th inſtant, and 
now have the pleaſure to encloſe you a copy and tranſlation 
of letters I have received from Captain Dennis and [Iſmael 
Beg, from which it will appear the ſcarcity has affected 
the province of Allahabad in a very alarming degree. - In 
— of theſe letters, I have addreſſed Mr. Fowke, 
pointing out the places in the Benares diſtrict where grain 
is to be procured, and requeſted his aſſiſtance in ſupplying 

the troops; copy I take the liberty to encloſe. 
Iſmael Beg is doubtful if grain can be procured in thoſe 
quantities which are neceſſary, unleſs an advance of money 
be 
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be made to the proprietors, to be repaid upon the ſale of it 
to the troops. Upon this head I could give him no anſwer, 
and muſt wait until I receive your ſentiments, before I can 
oſſent, not ger I judge of the cuſtom in theſe caſes, or 
the ve Jing Bod is requiſitions, Agreeably to my letter 
to Captain Dennis, of which I have the pleaſure to encloſe 
you a copy, I muſt requeſt you will iſſue the neceſſary 
orders concerning the diſpoſition of the ſupplies, and other 
matters which may occur to you. The acting miniſter 
was of opinion, that by giving encouragement to Sewajce 
Sing, he would have been able to have furniſhed the ſup- 
plies completely to the frontiers of the Vizier's dominions; 
but if I did not underſtand the actual ſtate of the caſe, you 
have followed meaſures to provide the army with grain ſo 
far as Allahabad, after which you muſt depend for aſſiſt- 
ance on the Vizier's Aumils, and the diſtrict of Benares. 
At all events, Sewajee Sing is furniſhed with perwannahs 
Which may be made uſe of in any way you may deem ex- 
pedient for the good of the ſervice; and I ſhall likewiſe be 
very happy to afford my aſſiſtance in any other ſteps you 
may think it neceſſary to take. Captain Dennis is fur- 
niſhed with the Vizier's purwannahs to the Aumils in the 
neighbourhood of Allahabad, direQing their zealous ſup- 
port in the bufineſs upon which he is employed. I have 
addreſſed Colonel Ironſide concerning the relief of Major 
Lumſdain's battalion, as he paſſes Allahabad. | 
-Lucknow, I have'the honour to be, &c. 
13th Nov. 1783. | JOHN BRISTOW, 
% '3 Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 
A true Copy, | 
PROOF. 3 


zecy. 


Sir, | 

Jam honoured with your letter of the 13th inſtant, and 
its encloſures, which I ſhall tranſmit to the commander in 
chief, and to the board. Iſmae] Beg muſt know that it 
has ever been an eſtabliſhed cuſtom of Indoſtan for collec- 
tors of diſtricts and revenue officers to be anſwerable that 
grain, ſufficient for an army or detachment, ſhould be 
collected by their Cutwals, Chowdries, Bunyahs, &c, ready 
at the principal places, without any public advance, ex- 
pence, or loſs, on timely notice being N iven to 
them for that purpoſe. Luttehpoor and Allahal ad are the 
two chief places where it will be abſolutely neceflary that 
a ſtock ſhould be ready collected at, for ſubliſtence of 
doth brigades. At the latter there ought to be the molt 
conſiderable quantity, as the two brigades. are directed to 
meet there, and they may be near each other for ſome 


days. 
Ifmael 
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Iſmael Beg and the collectors may reſt aſſured that it 
mall be my part to take care, that whatever grain may be 
delivered ſhall duly and properly be paid for on receipt by 
the troops. | ; 
[ would not, was I empowered (which I am not) autho- 
rize any advance of money, All that I deſire is to have 
the current ſubſiſtence of the troops and camp followers 
prepared for them by the Chowdries, Byparries, &c. dur- 
ing the time they paſs through the Vizier's territories. 
I have neither occaſion or intentions to carry away any 
part of it, conceiving that the Benares diſtricts and the 
Company's provinces will anſwer for themſelves, as I have 
HR y wrote to the Commander in Chief on the ſub+ 
ect. 8 
- Cawnpore, I have the honour to be, &c. 
15th Nov. 1783. (Signed) JA. MORGAN, 
Col. commanding the Troops in the Field. 
A true Copy. 
H. Lloyd, 
Secy. 


Ordered, That the Secretary do immediately tranſmit 
copies of theſe papers to the committee of grain, and that 


they make early inquiry with reſpect to the wants of the 
two brigades in proviſions for their ſudfiſtence to the places 

of their reſpective deſtination, and take meaſures for ſup- 

plying them agreeable to thoſe wants, charging the troops 

for the ſervice in ſuch manner and at ſuch rates as the com- 

mittee may deem moſt equitable and proper. 


The Secretary lays before the board the following letter, 
which he received yeſterday from the Secretary to the 
Committee of Grain. | 


Sir, | 

I am directed by the Committee of Grain to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 8th inſtant, with its ſeveral _ 
encloſures, and to inform you, that they have already ſent 
orders to the Chief at Patna, and to the Reſident at Be- 
nares, to take every meaſure in their power neceſſary to 
ſupply the troops under the command of Colonels Ironſide 
and Morgan with grain, during their march to their re- 
ſpective ſtations, and that they will again repeat their in- 
junctions on this ſubject. 


gth Dember, 1783. 


— 
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Extrat? of Bengal Seeret Conſullation!, the 6th Diceinkes 
11280 4 [9 $4 1783. 5 53 | 
Read the following letters from Mr. Briſtow : 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

On the 5th inſtant I had the honour to addreſs you on 
the ſubject of Colonel Sir John Cumming's application 
to the Vizier, for permiſſion to detach a regiment of ſepoys 
in order to effect the releaſe of Mr. Maclean's boats: the 
encloſed, paper is a copy.of Colonel Cumming's proceed- 
ings on this occaſion, and Mr. Maclean's repreſentation ; 
and as the conduct of the Aumil Jaoo Lull, and his Naib 
Buſſunt Roy, appeared highly criminal, I have applied to 


his Highneſs to oblige them to make reſtitution for Mr. 


Maclean's loſs, and puniſh them by diſmiflion from their 
offices. I have not yet had the honour to receive any un- 
ſwer, except in general terms, through the miniſter, that 

his Highneſs was very willing to grant redreſs. 


| | I am, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
23d OR, 1783, . Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Copy of a Letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming to Mr. 
| 2 Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court; dated 
utty Ghur, 12th October, 1783. 


Immediately after the receipt of your letter encloſing 
the Vizier's 2 J ordered Major Grant's regiment to 
be in readineſs to march at the ſhorteſt notice ; at the ſame 
time I wrote a private letter to Buſſunt Roy, deſiring him 
to aſſiſt with a few horſe in apprehending the runaways. 
Encloſed is a copy of his anſwer, in which you will per- 
ceive ſtrong marks of inſincerity; and notwithſtanding his 
repeated wiſhes that the offenders might be rooted out, he 
availed himſelf of the information contained in my letter, 
to forewarn them of their danger, and cauſed the things 
which had been taken from Mr. Mactean's boats to be 
xeſtored, and the boats themſelves to be ſent off from the 
place where they had been ſo long detained. Mr. Maclean 
had this morning a letter from the ſervants he tiad kept 
with the boats, informing him that they were releaſed in 
conſequence of Buſſunt Roy's ſending his Hircarrahs to 
command theſe people to let them go, and. to reſtore what 
they had taken out. This eircumſtande fully demonſtrates 
that Buſſunt Roy had it in his power to releaſe the boats 
long fince, if he had thought proper, and that there ſubſiſſs 
a good, underſtanding between him and the people who — 
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tained and plundered them; and it is nvt unlikely but Jaoo 
Lall might have given intimation of the Vizier's orders to 
thoſe who were the ohjects of it, even before it reached 
me, with a deſign of counteracting your endeavours and 
mine. As it is proved thus clearly that Buſſunt Roy is 
himſelf a party concerned, I ſee no reaſon why he ſhould 
not be made anſwerable for the outrages and depredations 
committed by the people he patroniges; and if your in- 
fluence extends ſo far, I could wiſh it wete carried into 
execution, If this man be not puniſhed, I ſee no poſſibi- 
lity of checking the evils we complain of, unleſs I were 
furniſhed with. a general authority to puniſh thoſe who 
moleſt and interrupt merchants coming to camp, without 
the tedious form of a regular application to the Vizier. 
If this power be not delegated te me, I ſee no remedy ; for 
this affair has convinced me that the Aumils are privy to 
the miſchiefs done by the Zemindars and Ryots, and that 
they have power to reſtrain and puniſh, though not the 
inclination to do either. : 
With reſpe& to Mr. Maclean, the loſs is but little alle- 
viated by what has been done for him, ſince it is found 
that the water in the river is now inſufficient for the boats 
to paſs; he muſt therefore ſubmit to the loſs of near 6,000 
rupees, though his circumſtances are ill qualified to ſup- 
ret it, 

As the grounds of my application removel by th: re- 
leaſe of the boats, I have thought it adviſeable to ſtop the 
march of the regiment, leſt thoſe who have been principally 
concerned in counteracting our endeavours, might miſre- 
preſent the matter. I am, however, ſtill of opinion, and L 
dare ſay yon will join in it with me, that the offenders are 
no leſs deſerving puniſhment, 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. George Maclean to Mr. John 
Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court; dated Luck- 
now, 19th Ottober, 1783. 


In the beginning of April laſt I took the liberty to beg 
your permiſhon to proceed to Pyllibeet, and build budge- 
rows and boats,' to cut timber and planks, excluſive of 
thoſe required for building the ſaid budgerows and boats 3 
AI accordingly built 12 budgerows, and 4 boats. 

In the middle of July laſt I loaded on the ſaid budge- 
rows and boats as much timber and planks as they could 
carry, to the number of 200 timbers and 8,000 planks ; 
they were diſpatched from Pyllibeet on the 21ſt July, well 
manned, with one mangie and 8 dandies to each; excluſive 
of theſe I diſpatched the ſame day 30,000 bamboes for the 
. uſe of the Company's buildings at Cawnpore, and 5c + 

Vor. IV. Cc | damboes 
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bambaes for tent poles : about the beginning of Auguf 
they arrived in the neighbourhood of the country called 
Sandre Pallee, which, is rented by Buſſunt Roy; the Ze- 
mindars on both ſides the river in that diſtrict, on the arrival 
of the boats, ſtepped them, and took out by force as many 
as they choſe of the timbers, planks, and bamboes; they 
ill uſe& my people who. had charge of the boats, and even 
robbed them of their cloaths ; for fear of giving trouble, I 
wrote ſeveral letters myſelf to them, re veffing they would. 
releaſe the boats, &. and I would with pleaſure pay any 
duty they might require; but all my labour was to no pur- 
poſe; the only anſwer I got by my ſervants was, if I could 
uſe ſuperior force to theirs, I might take my property: in 
conſequence of theſe anſwers, I complained to Colonel Sir 
John Cumming, who was fo obliging as to write to the 
Commanding Officer at Barelly, requeſting he would en- 
deavour to effect the releaſe of my boats, &c. believing 
they were ſtopped in the diſtrict of Rohilcund. Colond 
Knudſcn, in conſequence of that order, was ſo kind as to 
uſe bis influcnce with the Aumil of Rohilcund to releaſe 
the boats; the Aumil was ſo good as to ſend two hircarrahs 
with a purwannah to the people who had ſtopped them 
but inſtead of complying with this order, they ſtripped the 
hircarrahs of all their cloaths, beat them ſeverely, and 
tore the purwannah : tbeſe particulars will more fully ap- 
pear by the copies of Colonel Sir John Cumming and 
Colonel Kuudſon's letters, which I have already taken the 
liberty to forward to you; on my receiving Colonel Knud- 
ſon's letter, Sir John Cumming was ſo friendly as to re- 
preſent the caſe to you, which repreſentation you was ſo 
” kind as to approve of. 

Buſſunt Roy, the Aumil of the country where the boats 
were ſtopped, pretended all the time that he could not re- 
leaſe them, as the people would not obey him; but the 
moment he heard the intention of a regiment marching to 
that country, he immediately ſent hircarrahs, and his on- 
ders were inſtantly complied with, without any difficulty, 
t mult evidently appear, to any impartial judge, that 
Buſſunt Roy's orders might have been as effective at firſt, 
as they were at the laſt, if he meant it. | 

About the 1<th of this month, in conſequence of hear- 
ing the regiment was coming, the boats, timbers, and bam- 
bu.s- that xemained were refaaſed but it is now too late, 
as I was under obligation to deliver the boats, timbers, 
planks, and bamboes, on the laſt day of September, or the 
1ſt inſtant; now the river is entirely dry, and it is totally 
impoſible to get them away before the next rains, with- 
out incurring an expence more than their value: by this 
misfortune J am likely to loſe a ſum of money which muſt 

CEE Po, id | Ee inevitably 


particulars are requiſite-I am ready to give it when called 
upon; but in a word, the boats, timbers, and bamboes, coſt 
me, before they left Pellyput, 10,000 rupees. | have had 
16 mangles and 120 dandies, with 12 cluſhies, and a' 
moonſhee, at the expence of 500 rupees per month, ſince 
the 1ſt July till this day, attending on theſe boats, beſides, - 
two margulls which were on the boats, coſt me 600 rupees 
riow the Company's boats are ſold, it is ever out of my 
zower to get mine into their ſervice. The ſecond brigade 
| ing 1 marching orders to go down the country, 
by t 


this temoval I had a ſecond opportunity to diſpoſe of 


my boats, but am again diſappointed ; I therefore moſt 
humbly beg that you will take my caſe into conſideration, 
and I fatter myſelf the juſtneſs of my complaint will ap- 
pear clearly to you. | 

T beg leave to obſerve, how much againſt the benefit 
of the poor people the Aumils act, when they do not en- 
courage me in the branch which I wiſhed to follow, dur- 
ing the time I ſaid at Pillybeet; I had artificers of differ- 
ent ſorts employed, to the number of 400 men a day, 
beſides 50 hatkerries : I brought no merchandize with me 


into that country but ready money; and in the courſe of 


two months J laid out, for the production of the wilder- 
neſs, ſuch as I may call timbers, bamboes, and mens 
labour, 10,000 rupees: Every perſon who worked with me 
was fully ſatisfied, and had I been encouraged or permitted 
without interruption, I would be able to lay out a very 

capital ſum yearly in that line, which muſt certainly hel 
to enrich that country. I never did, nor do I now wiſh 
to be excuſed any reaſonable duties to paſs through the 
country where it ſhould be paid. This is a buſineſs that 
would prove very ſerviceable to all the Englith ſettlements: 
upon the Ganges above Chunar Ghur, and deprives the 
natives of no part of their privileges, as they actually do 
not underſtand boat- building. I moſt humbly beg yout 
ardon for igtruding ſo much on your time, and have the 
onour, &c, . 

True Copies. 
(Signed). J. NEAVE, 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 

I have been honoured by the receipt of your commands 
of the 29th ultimo, informing me that you have been 
pleaſed to iſſue orders for taking off the duties on grain of 
all kinds tranſported to the upper country ; and that theſe 
orders are to continue in force for two months, beginning 
from the 2ſt inſtant, after which time your Honourable 
Cc 2 -Board 
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' 
| 
| 
' 
' 


40 Pope's rilating ts Charges IV. a XVI. 


Board would conſider the neceſſity, if any ſhould exiſt, for 
prolonging that period. N 
It is with the deepeſt concern, Gentlemen, I acquaint 

you that we have had no rain ſince laſt I had the honour to 
addreſs you on this ſubject, and the general ſcarcity is 
now become a matter of very ſerious alarm. Colonel Sir 
John Cumming and Lieut. Colonel Knudſon have pro- 
poſes a plan for ſupplying the troops; a copy of their 

ters I have the pleaſure to enloſe, and ſolicit your com- 

mands on the meaſures which it is your pleafure ſhould be 
followed : Wheat, the principal food of the inhabitants of 

ele provinces, is at this early ſeaſon ſelling at ſo high a 
rate as ten ſeers per rupee, and flour at eight ſeers per 
rupee, in the town of Lucknow; and in the interior parts 
of the country there are not above three or four ſeers 
difference in the price. The bad management in Luck- 
now has already produced the effects of famine, the inha- 
bitants being in the utmoſt diſtrefs, and in a few days many 
muſt periſh from want. Colonel Cumming continues to 
complain of the difficulties under which he labours in ſub- 
fiſting the troops, and the oppoſition he receives from the 
Aumils; for the particulars of which I beg leave to refer 
you to the accompanying letters. I have renewed my ap- 
plications to“ Almaſs Ally Cawn, on the ſubject of his 
furniſhing the grain he promiſed, and theſe are the only 
means which lay in my power of getting him to, do his 
duty; while he may remain the uncontrolled ruler of the 
countries under his charge, orders from the Vizier he 
totally diſregards, | 

In my opinion, Gentlemen, which I ſubmit with due 
deference to your judgment, it appears abſolutely neceſſary 
to lay in a ſtock of grain for the ſubſiſtence of the troops, 
as hereafter, at the time famine may generally prevail, the 
difficulties and expence attending the meaſure will be pro- 
portionably encreaſed, and I ever doubt if the greateſt ex- 
ertions of power could, in the fituation of the Vizier's 
government, effect a ſupply of the quantities neceſſary for 
your army and its followers, particularly on the relief of 

the brigade, when there will be a greater number to provide 
ns | [ 
. I have the honour to be, &c. s 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
24th October, 1783. Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


* Vide Poſtſcript to the Reſident's addreſs ts the Board, of 
the 24th September, 1783. A | 
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C of a letter from Lieut, Colonel Knudſon to Mr. 
John Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court; dated 
arelly, 35th September, 1783. | 


As the exigeney of the times renders it neceſſary that 
immediate fteps ſhould be taken to ſecure the ſupplies re- 
quiſite for the troops, by eſtabliſhing a magazine, that the 
operations of the detachment may not be impeded for want 
of proviſions ſhould it be found neceſſary to advance it 
when the Ganges becomes fordable, for the protection of 
his Excellency the Vizier's dominions, near the Hardowar, 
againſt the Seiks and other freebooters, fince that country, 
on account of the diſtreſs it already ſuffers, is unable to 
afford it any ſupplies: I have accordingly ſecured the 
quantity of grain ſpecified in the eſtimate 1 had the honour 
to tranſmit you of the 23d inſtant ; but as the ſum neceſlary 
for the immediate purchaſe of the grain, which is calculated 
according to the price the grain bears at this place, amounts 
to the large ſum of rupees 1,48,987 muſt be advanced by 
vernment, it will be neceſſary that an order be ſent on 
the Aumils or other perſons to that amount, ſhould the 
government deem it proper to provide for the ſubſiſtence of 
the troops under my command, by the mode I have re- 
commended, | 


Extract of a Letter from Col. Sir John Cumming to Mr. 
| 2 Briſtow, Reſid net at the Vizier's Court j dated 


utty Ghur, 5th October 1783. 


It is with great reluctance that I repeat my ſolicitations 
for a ſupply of money for the troops. The Benjarries re- 
preſent their inability to purchaſe grain, unleſs they 
are paid what is due to them from the Sepoys From the 
moſt minute inquiries, | have reaſon to apprehend it will 
be impoſſible to ſupply the troops with proviſions for more 
than eight or nine days, without pay being iſſued to them; 
] look forward to that period with the utmoſt anxiety, and 
dread the confequences of a failure, for the diſtreſs is ex- 
treme, The native officers and ſepoys have pawned every 
thing belonging to them that is valuable, : 
Mr. Briſtow, in Anſwer to the above, dated Lucknow, 

7th October, 1783. 


I have received your favour of the 5th inſtant; a lack of 
rupees will be diſpatched to-morrow for Furruckabad, and 
I muſt requeſt you will immediately order a ſufficient party 
to take charge of it, the officer who commands the eſcort 
from hence being directed to proceed until he meets the 
gentleman you may detach. | 

P. S. I have the pleaſure to encloſe a route, 


Cc 3 Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming to My. 
Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court; dated F utty 
Ghur, October gth, 1783. | | F l 


5 I have been favoured with both your letters of the 5th 
inſtant; and, in compliance with your deſire, have ordered 
an eſcort to march to-morrow morning to meet the trea- 
ſure, nip | 

As the ſeaſon is now approaching when we may reaſon- 
ably expect incurſions into the Vizier's dominions by the 
Seiks, and other plunderers, | beg leaye to ſuggeſt to you 
the difficulties a detachment muſt inevitably be expoſed to 
with reſpe& to proviſions, ſhould it be neceſſary for one 
fl to be ſent towards Anoopſheir, or the weſtward frontiers. 
| In times of plenty he always truſts for ſupplies to Bengaris, 
who procure them from the contiguous villages ; but in the 
DH preſent ſcarcity you muſt be ſenſible that reſource could not 
be depended on. Should the honourable Board approve 
0 of the propoſal for laying a magazine of grain at Futty 
Ghur, I am of opinion that the diſtance between it and he 
weſtern frontier is much too great for the carriage of ſup- 
plies, and that the expence of conveying them from the 
former place to the latter would add one third to their price; 
add to which, it would be impoſſible to carry grain to fo great 
a diſtance without the protection of Jargereſcorts than could 

be ſpared from the detachments. For theſe reaſons, I be 
Jeave to ſubmit to your - conſideration, whether it — 
not be adviſeable for his Excellency to direct ſome of the 
Aumils neareſt the weſtern frontiers to collect 50, oco 
maunds of grain, and to preſerve it in ſome convenient 
place, in readineſs againſt ſuch an occaſion as I have above 
deſcribed, A meaſure of this kind could not fail to pre- 
vent many difficulties which otherwiſe may moſt probably 
ariſe. It is true the country at preſent is in a ſtate of 
tranquillity, but the ſeafon for predatory incurſions is ap- 
proaching very faſt, and it is not unreaſonable to ſuppoſe 
that the ſevere diſtreſſes, from the ſcarcity of proviſions 
in their own country, may ſtimulate the Seiks to make 
more violent attacks than they have uſually done, perhaps 
cauſe them to come now in more numerous and more formi- 
i dable bodies. I am perfectly apprized of the difficulty you 
would have in carrying into execution the propoſal I have 
recommended, yet | thought it adviſeable to ſtate to you 
my thoughts on the ſubject thus ear];, in order that you 
might have time to conlider of it, and to take ſuch ſteps 
as may appear moſt eligible and conducive to the public ad- 
vantage. Our endeavours to provide againſt dangerous 
contingencies will at leaſt ſhew that we have not been in- 


attentive to our duty. 


' Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming to Mr, 
John Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court; dated 
Futty Ghur, 14th October, 1783. 


J ſome time fince acknowledged the receipt of the Vi- 
zier's ſhockas to the Aumils, which I am ſenſible were wrote 
in the ſtrongeſt and moſt pointed terms. But I am ſorry to 
obſerve, that as far as I have had occaſion to make uſe of 
them, they have failed of producing the deſired effect. To 
deſire a repetition of the orders can anſwer no purpoſe. T 
have the ſtrongeſt grounds for believing that the Aumils are 
concerned with theMerchants, and are intereſtedin railing the 

rice of grain. It is true I cannot bring poſitive proof of what 

have aferted, it being in its nature very difficult to prove, 
and my ſituation precludes me from the means of obtaining 
it. he Burmicks, who were ſent to Kanage with the 
order on Almaſs's Naib, have returned empty-handed; 
they report that they were ſent away from Kanage without 
any grain, and directed to procure it from Jellalodeen, an 
Officer under Governmen: at Fatteah, where they were 
permitted to purchaſe, and to load their bullocks, bat 
prevented from bringing it to our camp, and ordered to 
Carry it to Almaſs's troops, who it was faid were ;n as 
great diſtreſs for proviſions as ourſelves. --1 cannot take 
upon me to ſxy that this is a true repreſentation, but it is 
ſuch as I have received from the Burmicks, and my Hir- 
carrahs who accompanied them; however, to aſcertain the 
truth, I am now going to ſend an Havildar and fix ſepoys 
to Kanage, and a like number to Fattea, to each of whom 
I ſhall give a letter addreſſed to the reſpective Officers of 
Government, in order to enquire whether there jbe any 
obſtructions thrown in the way of procuring grain, or not; 
when they return I ſhall inform- you of the reſult of their 
enquiries, In the mean time I thought it adviſeable to ac- 
quaint you with my having ſent them, and the buſineſs 
which they are to execute. . | 

There is alſo another circumſtance, which I am under 
the neceffity of troubling you with: Some days ſince we 
were ſo much diſtreſſed for grain as to be driven to apply 
to the Zemindar of a village called Bernamow, cloſe to the 
left of our camp, for 209 maunds of wheat ; the Zemin- 
dar, after ſome heſitation, ſupphed the required quantity 
at a lower price than that which was current at Furrucka- 
bad; about ten days after a party of horſe and foot, accom- 

anied with a gun, were ſent to apprehend the aforefaid 
Zemindar in the night time: Upon inveſtigation it appears 
that the reaſon for confining him was, his having ſupplied 
us with the wheat above mentioned, and it was done in 
conſequence of a complaint by another Zemindar, ho 
Cc4 | being 
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being urged to contribute a quantity of grain for the uſe of 
our camp, repreſented to the Sezawal, that had it not been 
for the former Zemindar's (of Bernamow) eaſy compliance 
with our demand, no demand would have- been made on 
him; upon this information the man was confined, in or- 
der to deter others from following his example. This 
_ circumſtance alſo is a convincing proof of the connection 
between the Aumils and Merchants, and their joint en- 
deavours to raiſe the price of provifions. I muſt however 
obſerve, that the conduct of Mahomed Beg on this occa- 
ion was /preſumptuous and highly reprehenfible. The 
village he ſurrounded with a body of horſe and foot, not 
leſs than 250, together with a gun, is within our lines, 
being between the left of the ſepoy lines' and the artillery 
barracks ; and it was a moſt fortunate circumſtance that the 
villagers made no reſiſtance, for had there been an occaſion 
for the aſſailants to make uſe of their fire arms, the line 
would have been alarmed, and in all probability the whole 
force ſent by the Sezawal would have been deſtroyed. 
have been particular in ſtating theſe circumſtances, that you 
may be able to judge of the inſults offered, by entering our 
lines in the night time, with ſuch a military force, and 1 
hope you will infli& ſuch puniſhment on the offender, as 
the caſe deſerves. _ p | | 

P. S. After the moſt minute. enquiry into the cauſe of 
- confining the: Zemindar, all they can alledge in excuſe is, 
that he was bound for the appearance of another Zemindar. 
The encloſed is a copy of his bond, which was ſor the laſt 
year, and not the preſent. 


Copy of a Letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming to Mr. 
ſohn Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court; dated 
Futty Ghur, 19th October, 1783. 


Some days fince J informed you of my intention to ſend 
a ſmall party of ſepoys to Kanoge and to Fateab, to enquire 
into the reaſons of the Benjurics being refuſed liberty to 

urchaſe grain in thoſe places. The encloſed letters are 
from the Havildars, who commanded the parties; you will 
perceive by them, that notwithſtanding the purwannah for- 
metly given by Almaſs, his Nai poſitively refuſes ſupply- 
ing our camp. It muſt be evident to you, that there is 
ſome ſecret influence which .counteraQts the public orders, 
- otherwiſe thoſe people would not preſume to act in ſuch 


open diſobedience. 55 
The Aumil of Kanoge is the ſame who ſcme months 


fince ſtopped the public dauks, and who on all occaſions 
demonſtrates a diſpoſition to turbulence and reſiſtance, 


conſequently he is a fit object for puniſhment, 
| 5 Tranſlation 
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Trauſlation of the Havildar's letter, &c. referred to by 
Colonel Cumming. | 1 
Agreeable to your deſire I went to Kanoge with the Vi- 
zier's — had an interview with the Phouſdar, 
who plainly anſwered, Who is the Colonel? There is 
* a large quantity of grain here, but I will not give any of 
„it;“ farther ſaid, ** let- him have me turned out.“ 
The Aumil diſregards you, and agreeable to — orders, 
I have enquired into affairs here; and Aumed Sing, ſepoy, 
will in perſon relate them to you. N 4 


Aumed Sing's Narrative. 


The following is the ſtate of affairs :—Seyn ul Abeen 
Cawn, Aumil of Teirba and Tatea, prevents your ſepoys 
going there; and I repreſent in conſequenee that it may be 
effected by placing a guard over him, as without puniſh» 
ment he never will aſſent. 1 7 

The Aumil of Kanoge acts in the ſame manner, becauſe 
all the Aumildaries are under Almaſs : If one is puniſhed 
they will then permit a free paſſage through their country, 
rue copies, extract, and tranſlation. 

J. NEAVE, 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſidt. at the 
6 | Vizier's Court. 

The advices contained in theſe letters are ſo very im- 

2 that the Governor General deſires for himſelf to 
ecline joining in any orders that may be iſſued concerning 
them. The Zemindars in the provinces of Oude, and in 
the other dominions of the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah, have 
ever been either in a ſtate of actual rebellion, or bordering 
upon it; even in the time of the Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah 
they could only be reſtrained by a military force ſuperior to 
that which they could oppoſe to it, At this time the go- 
verament and adminiſtration of that country are uſurped, 
ſo far as they can be uſurped, by Mr. Briſtow. He is in the 
2 of mak ing oſtenſible repreſentations to the Board, 
ut concealing his own agency and their object, as I have ale 
ready ſhewn in numerous and incontrovertible inſtances, and 
of receiving orders from the Board, which directed his appli- 
cation to the Nabob V izier for acts to be paſſed by his au- 
thority, but executing them by his own. The people, 
even the meaneſt of them, are aware of the weakneſs which 
that government derives from this irregular and unaſcertained 
rule. The Zemindars will be encouraged to acts of greater 
contumacy than even thoſe to which they were accuſtomed, 
and the Aumils wilt ayail themſelves of it for intereſted 
| purpoſes ; 
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purpoſes ; at this time eſpecially, when the neceſſities of 
the country, and (what concerns us infinitely more, the 
ſubſiſtence of two armies of our own eſtabliſhment depend) 
the vigorous and conſtant exerciſe of ſome power, both to 
guard againſt the fatal effects of the impending drought, 
and to maintain the peace of the country from the deſperate 
conſequences which are ever incident to ſuch a calamity : 
It becomes the Board to conſider whether it is morally poſ- 
ſible for Mr. Briſtow to exerciſe the controul which he has 
aſſumed, in ſubverſion to the natural juriſdiction. of the 
country; or, if it be reſolved that he ſhall exerciſe it, 
Whether it will not be neceſſary even to go further, and to 
authorize and direct him to aſſume it, avowedly to appoint 
Agents and Officers of Government in the name of the 
Company, and be himſeff r fible for their acts. The 
Governor General means not th recommend this; God 
forbjd that he ſhould propoſe a meaſure ſo contrary to his 
ſenſe of juſtice, of policy, and of national faith, and ſo 
inconſiſtent with the whole tenor of his public conduct 
but he ſees a train of irregularities leading to certain ruin, 
in the preſent acts and pretenfions of the Refident; and 
whatever may be the determination of the Board, he 1e- 
cords theſe ſentiments, both as a warning to them, and as 
as an exculpation for himſelf from whatever may hercafter 
be the conſequences. | 

Ordered, That the foregoing minute be circulated, to 
the Members of the Board; and in the mean time agreed 
that the following letters be written to Mr. Briftow and 
Colonel Sir John Coming. a 1 7 | 


Sir, R eie JOU 

We have received your letters of the 23d October. 

We were acquainted by your former letters with the com- 
plaints, and conſequent proceedings in regard to the deten- 
tion and plunder of ſome budgerows and boats belonging 
to Mr. Geor e Maclean in the country of Sandy Pallie, 
rented by Buſſunt Roy, and the treatment of his people by 
the Jurmmadars, &c. on that diſtrict. An | 

We know not who Mr. Maclean is, nor under what au- 
thoritv he carries on any dealings in the Vizier's country; 
vue are fure that he has not any permiſſion from us to reſide 
there, and we are much diſpleaſed that he has been per- 
mitted to engage in private trade without a licence: We 
ſuppoſe that he has ſome connection with the camp at 
Futty Ghur ; we have therefore directed Colonel Sir Take 
Cumming to take effectual meaſures for preventing any 
emigrations from it but by his authority, and that given 
only on the occaſions of the public ſervice; under the or- 
ders and regulations now in force; and we enjoin you 2 
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be careful that no act of . from you do in any in- 
ſtance, or in the ſmalleſt degree, counteract our ditections 
to him. ** 
Colonel Charles Morgan having repreſented to us that 
he will have occaſion for a lack of rapees on the arrival of 
his detachment at Etliah, to pay off ſome arrears now due 
to the old officers belonging to it, we defire that you will 
remir it to him, if you can, for that purpoſe. 

Fort William, We are, &c. 

26th December, 1783. 


Sir, 

We have received letters from Mr, Briſtow on the ſubje& 
of ſome complaints made by Mr. George Maclean in re- 

rd to the detention and plunder of ſome budgerows and 

rs in the country of Sundy Pallie, rented by Buſſunt 
Roy, and the treatment of his people by the Jummedars, 
&c. in that diſtrict. 

We know not who Mr. Maclean is, nor under what 
authority he carries on any dealings in the Vizier's coun- 
try; we are ſure that he has not any permiſſion from us to 
reſide there, and we are much diſpleaſed that he has been 

rmitted to engage in private trade without a licence : We 
fa fe that he has ſome connection with the camp at 
Futty Ghur ; and we therefore direct that you take effec- 
tual meaſures for preventing any emigrations from it but 
by your authority, and that given only on the occaſions of 
the public ſervice, under the orders and regulations now in 
force, 


Fort William, We are, &c. 
16th December, 1783. 
Read the following Letter from Mr. Briſtow : y 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

I am honoured with your commands of the 20th ultimo, 
through your Aſſiſtant Secretary, notifying to me“ the 
« appoinitment of a Committee to ſuperintend and regu- 
* [ate the ſale, diſtribution, and price of grain throughout 
* the Company's provinces,” to which I ſhall ſhew every 
attention. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
Lucknow, * JOHN BRISTOW, 
2d Noyember, 1783. 


eſidt at the Vizier's Court. 


To 
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To William Bruere, Eſquire, Aflitant Secretary. 
* Sir, * 
I have received your letter of the 16th ultimo, encloſing 
minutes of Council of the 14th October, 1783, to which 
J ſhall yield obedience. - 
| I have the honour to be, &e. © 


Lucknow, * (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
14th November, 1783. Reſidt. at the Vizier's Court. 


Edward Hay, Eſquire, Sub Secretary, 


Sir, | 
As I have not yet been able to procure from the Minifter 
of his Highneſs the documents and accounts neceſſary to 
enable me to furniſh the Honourable Board with the expla- 
nation required from me in your letter of the 21ſt ultimo, 
1 muſt beg, if any mention of this matter ſhould occur, 
that you will acquaint the Gentlemen with the occaſion bf 
the delay, aſſuring them, I ſhall obey their commands the 
moment the accounts are delivered to me, | | 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
77th November, 1783. Reſidt. at the Vizier's Court. 


Hononrable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

I am honoured with your commands of the 4th inftant ; 
and in order to reply to them with the greater accuracy, I 
have delayed my antwer, that I might re perſue Mr. Mac- 
pherſon's letter to nie; and having fo done, I now fo- 
* lemnly declare, and am ready to atteft upon oath, that 
* Mr. Macpherfon neither wrote or corrected, or in any 
*« ſhape compoſed, the letter that accompanied my defence 
* againſt the charges preferred againſt me by the Vizier 
* and Hyder Beg Cawn; and never did, through any 
* communication, direct from himſelf, or indirect through 
others, tranſmit to me copies of what any other member 
„ of the Board, or of what himſelf has written upon the 
++ ſubj: of the charges againſt me, or my defence. 

Having made this pointed and ſolemn declaration as a 
Gentleman, and a, man of honour, 1 feel myſelf obliged 

* conciſely to relate ſuch particulars concerning the correſpon- 
&-nce J had the honour to hold with Mr. Macpherſon, as 
weill afford information on the ſubjed, and which I am 

equally ready to atteſt upon oath, 

Mr. Macpherſon did repeatedly enjoin me to obſerve mo- 
de tation both in the matter and ſtyle of my defence; to reply 
to the points of accuſation only, and avoid perſonal repre- 
lentations. If ever I have deviated from theſe injunctions, 
| a wt 
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it has only been when the neceſſity of my defence compelled 
me to it; and without ſuch deviation it would have been 
difficult to have proved myſelf guiltleſs. 
Permit me to declare, that the ſubſtance of Mr. Mac- 
ſon's correſpondence to me in general has been uniform 
and conſiſtent, in adviſing the moſt particular attention to 
the orders of Government, the proſperity and ſucceſs 
of public affairs, and expreſſing an anxious inclina- 
tion that I ſhould ſhew every reſpe& to the import- 
anc», dignity, and authority of the firſt member of your 
adminiſtration. On this latter head I am led to conk 
that the object immediately and repeatedly held forth to my 
view by Mr. Macpherſon was ſo to govern my conduct as 
to obtain a continuance of the Governor General's protec- 
tion to me in the diſcharge of the duties of my office, and 
through ſo high and reſpectable a channel, confirm the 
confidence your Honourable Board were pleaſed to repoſe 
in me. 
8 Jam, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
22d November, 1783. | Refidt. at the Vizier's Court, 


Read the following letter and encloſure from Mr, Cowper. 


Gentlemen, 

In obedience to your commands of the 4th inſtant, com- 
municated to me through 9 Secretary, I have now the 
honour to tranſmit to the Honourable Board a declaration, 
the truth of which I ſhall always be ready to atteſt on oath, 
in the preſence of a proper magiſtrate. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) Wu. COWPER, 

15th November, 1783. Aſſiſtt, to the Reſidt. at Oude. 


1 ſolemnly declare, that Mr. Macpherſon neither wrote, 


or corrected, or in any ſhape compoſed, the letter that ac- 


companied Mr, Briftow's defence againſt the charges pre- 
ferred againſt him by the Vizier and Hyder Beg Khan, and 

that he (Mr. Macpherſon) never, through any communi- 

cation, direct from himſelf, or indire& through others, 

tranſmitted ta me copies of what any other member of the 

Board, or of what he himſelf has written, upon the ſub- 

ject - He againſt Mr. Briſtow, or of his defence. 

| W 


cknow. (Signed) WN. COWPER. 
15th November, 1783. 


Read 
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| Read another letter and encloſures, as follows, from Me; 
& Briſtow. | 2 
Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 


I have already had the honour to apprize you of .every 
particular concerning, Khavjat Amul Deen, and of my 


intention, on his arrival at this place, to keep him in con- 


finement until your pleaſure ſhall be known. He is fince 
arrived, and J have received two letters from the Nabob, 
enjoining bis enlargement; with which, however emba«- 
raſſed 1 found myſelf by the neceſſity of fuch a refuſal to a 
requiſition from his Highneſs, I have thought it my 
duty reſpectfully to decline complying, until I might be fa- 
foured with your commands on this head, The intelli- 
gence communicated to me by Lieutenant Colonel Knad- 
fon in October laſt, copy of which I had the honour to 
tranſmit to your Honourable Board in my addreſs of the 
2 of the ſame month, together with every part of the 

Iiniſter's conduct in this buſineſs, convince me, there is 
an intimate and colluſive connection between him and 
Khavjah Ain ul Deen; and that the Nabob's letters, of 
which T take the liberty to encloſe copies, may, in the 
words of my inſtructions, be conſidered as dictated by Hy- 
der Beg Cawn ; under this conviction alone, I ſhould have 
failed in my duty in releaſing the priſoner, but the inter- 
ruption, of which ſo dangerous a prezedent might be pro- 
ductive to the Company's reſources, operated more fully on 
my mind. Should this man be permitted to retire to his 
home, as his Highneſs is directed to requeſt, and at his 


own leiſure and convenience ſettle the accounts of his ad- 


miniſtration, or, in other words, were [ to afford him a 
free communication with the Miniſter, I ſhould have no 
hope of payment of any part of the heavy balance due from 


him, and the exemption from puniſhment, which he 


would be known to have derived from the Miſtiſter's pro- 


tection, would hold forth well-founded hopes to the Vi- 


zier's other Aumils of obtaining the ſame end by the ſame 
means. Iam at this time more particularly defirous of 


impreſſing, by every exertion in my power, a general per- 


ſuaſion of your determination to exact full and punctual 
payment of the Company's aſſignments, as will appear 
from the eſtimate of receipts and diſburſements for this 
current year, encloſed in my addreſs. of the 12th ultimo, 
that the funds hitherto allotted me are barely adequate to 
the current expences. And ſhould Almaſs Ally Cawn fail 
in his payment, there will be a material deficiency ; and 
every effort on my part to ſupply the pay and arrears of your 
army, will, in that caſe, be rendered extremely difficult, 


if not utterly abortive. 
; | The 


ww a mw tw i... _ . 


TEE 


92222 20 


gage 


Papers relating to Charges IV. and XVI. 479 


The encloſed tranſlation. of a letter from Almaſs Ally 
Cawn, is in anſwer to my laſt application to him for the 
balance of his kiſts, amounting at this time to 3 lacks 8g 
thouſand rupees ; a further kiſt will he ſhortly due, making 
altogether above eight lacks of rupees, for which I have hi- 
therto no ſecurity, nor from the tenor of Almaſs's late con- 
duct, am I to expect any. Your Honourable Board is al- 
ready apprized of the correſpondence he held, during his 
ſeceſſion, with Mahajee Sindia ; and I have reaſon to be- i 
heve he continues to hold it, having had frequent intima- | | 
tion of meſſengers paſſing between their camps. No de- 
pendance is therefore to be placed in Almaſs's fidelity; and 
with regard to his plea of the loſs of revenue, proeceding 
from the drought, though it is certain the Kureef barveſt 
has been materially affected by that calamity, yet I am well | 
informed his agents have collected with great rigour ; and | 
the advanced price at which grain ſells, in a great meaſure, 1 
if not wholly, compenſates to the farmer for a diminution 1 

[ 
| 


of the quantity 1 At all events, the growing 
claim upon Almaſs becomes a ſubject of real importance to 
the Company's intereſt; and I can have little hope of rea- 
lizing the amount, when the Miniſter, from whom I am | 
to look for continued oppoſition in all my future efforts, I 
has, I am informed, already anticipated a conſiderable pro- Wi 
portion of it. i || 
Were further proofs wanting of Hyder Beg Cawn's de- 
termination to encourage the officers of the Vizier's Go- 
vernment in their contumacy towards our repreſentative, 
the encloſed letter from Sir John Cumming would eſtabliſh - 
the fact. It is in vain for me to expect punctuality in the 
payment of the Company's claims, when every infignificant 
Aumil is taught to hold the language ſo openly avowed by 
Buſſunt Roy's vackeel to Colonel Sir John Cumming. 
My ſolicitations on the ſubject in queſtion (Mr. Mac- 
lean's complaints) ſhall be renewed, though I can have no 
hope of ſucceſs. It reſts with you, Gentlemen, to point 
cout the mode which it is your pleaſure I ſhould 1 i 
+ for the redreſs of wrongs, to which Britiſh ſubjects and 
ethers, the adherents and dependants of the Company, are 
ſo frequently expoſed. | | 
The ſecond letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming is Mi 
no more than a natural conſequence of the general confu- : 
fion in the country; as the ſeaſon advances, and the diſ- 
treſs increaſes, it will prove a painful part ot my duty to re- 
port, I fear, many ſimilar occurences to you. ; | 
[ have repeatedly called upon the acting minifter to 
adopt vigorous meaſures for conferring the collections of 
the Company's affignments, though, from his hitherto - 
conſiſtent and determined oppoſition, I cannot flatter _ 
if 
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ſelf with a hope of affiſtance from him. A conſiderable ha. 
lance upon your affignments muſt be the inevitable conſe. 
quence, which I ſee no means of obviating, and ſecuting 
the pay and arrears of your army, but by the interpoſition 
of your authority. - 
Lucknow, L have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

2d December, 1983. (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 


Copy of a Letter from his Highneſs the Vizier to Mr, 
\ | Briſtow. : 


Khavjah Ain ud Deen, who was coming to the pre- 
fence, having been confined, has repreſented his fituation to 
me, copy whereof I incloſe. It has 24 the cuſtom, that tlie 
diſpoſſeſſed Aumils ſhould repair to the preſence, and what- 
ever balance might appear, from the inveſtigation of their 
accounts, ſhould be exacted. Now whatever you pleaſe to 
fay, I ſhall write in anſwer to Khaujah Ain ud Deen, 
Tranſlation of a Letter from his Highneſs the Vizier to 

Mr. Briſtow. 


I wrote you before on the ſubject of Khavjah Ain ud 
Deen. It has been the cuſtom for the diſmiſſed Aumils to 
appear in the preſence, for the purpoſe of ſettling their ac- 
counts. Now that Khaujah Ain ud Deen is arrived, it is 
proper that he be releaſed from confinement, and permitted 
to remain at his own habitation : He will then have a free 
intercourſe with you, Sir; and having as uſual adjuſted his 
accounts with the officers of the Sircar, wilt diſcharge what- 
ever balance may appear upon the face of them to be due 
from him he will difcha (of | 
| A true tranſlation. 

(Signed) TREVOR WHELER, 
| Aſſiſtant to the Refident, 


Tranſlation of & Letter from Almaſs Ally Cawn to Mr. 
| 55 Briſtow. | 


I have been favoured by the receipt of your letter, requi- 
ring the ſpeedy diſcharge of my Kiſts. I have already and 
repeatedly had the honour to repreſent to you the fituation 
of the country, and the deficiency of the collections, as 
alſo the ruinous conſequences of drought. All theſe 
particulars you are, Sir, perfectly acquainted with, and it is 
therefore unneceſſary that I ſhould dwell upon them. God 
is my witneſs that I am inceſſantly occupied in the ſervice 
of government, and wanting in no poſſible exertion that 
may contribute to the proper cultivation of the country du- 

Jing 
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ring the Rubby ſeaſon. Whatever I have been able by un- 
wearied attention and by harſhneſs, to collect from the 
country, I have already paid into the Sircar; and whatever 
may be hereafter forthcoming I ſhall ſcrupulouſly account for. 
There is no poſſible means neglected by me for the diſcharge 
of the government monies for years, as you, Sir, are ſen- 
fible ; and whilſt the ſeaſons were favourable I was never 
negle&ful in the particular. This year, ſuch are the diſ- 
— of the Almighty, there is the calamity of a 
famine. Oppoſed to the decrees of Providence, human 
efforts and human reaſons are vam and impotent. 

I am therefore without remedy ; and, looking up to you, 
who are the maſter of the kingdom and of me, I rely upon 
you for the ſupport and protection I have hitherto expe - 
rienced, = 


A true tranſlation. 
TREVOR WHELER 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident, 


EXTRACT of a Letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming 
to John Briſtow, Eſquire, Reſident at the Viaier's Court; 
dated Futty Ghur, November 17th 1783. | 


Sir, \ 

I have to inform you that the 11th regiment, ſent to the 
aſſiſtance of Beſſunt Roy, returned yeſterday without hav- 
ing effected any part of the buſineſs for which it was de- 
tached, Not an individual of Pauly has Beſſunt Roy ap- 
prebenged, notwithſtanding that he had it in his power to 
ave ſeized the chief man of that place, who, if my in- 
formation can be depended upon, was twice or thrice with 
Him in his own tent during the time the regiment was at 
Paulee; but I haye the ſtrongeſt reaſons for believing that 
he never was ſerious in his profeſſed intentions to puniſh 
the offenders who plundered Mr, Maclean's boats, 
and that he thinks himſelf perfectly ſecure from the effects 
of your reſentment. At the time the Vizier ſent him 
ſome menacing Shokahs in conſequence of your repreſenta- 
tions, he employed a perſon here to ſolicit from me a letter 
to his Excellency, expreſſive of my ſatisfaction with reſpect 
to his conduct. Upon its being obſerved that the beft 
way he could purſue would be to give you proofs of his 
good behaviour, and afterwards get himſelf recommended 
by you, his ageat replied, that his maſter was under no 
prehenſion concerning the injury you could do him, pro- 
vided he could aſſure the Vizier that I had no cauſe of com- 
Plaint againſt him. How far his agent was authoriſed to 


Y 
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ſay thus much; I know not; but the maſter's conduct 


gives it the appearance of truth. | E 


A true Copy. 
Signed) TREVOR WHELER, 
| Aſſiſtant to the Reſident. 


EXTRACT of a Letter from Colonel Sir _ Cumming 
to Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court; 
dated Futty Ghur, November 27th 1783. 


I am to inform you that a fray bas happened between the 
detachment ſent out tg collect grain in the diſtrict of Chop- 
ramow, and the inhabitants of a village named Achbar- 

re: the latter had made a practice of carrying off the grain 
by night, of which the officer on command 1eceived intelli- 
gence, and agreeably to his inſtructions determined to pre- 
vent it. The people that were carrying away the grain find- 
ing that they were diſcovered, unloaded the Hackaries and 
Bullocks, and attacked the Company's Sepoys. The con- 
ſequence was, that a Zomindar and about twelve of his Ry- 
ots were killed, and four Sepoys of ours wete killed alſo, 
and four more wounded 

I am not without apprehenſion that more accidents of 
this kind will happen, as the people even though paid ready 
money, will not part with their grain voluntarily ; and it is 


at the ſame time impoſſible for the troops here to ſubſiſt 


without regular ſupplies from the country. To you, who 
are well acquainted with the refractory ſpirit of the people 
in this neighbourhood, a circumſtance of this kind will 
not appear uncommon or extraordinary : I could however 
have wiſhed the event had not happened. 
A true copy. 
(Signed) TREVOR WHELER, 
| Aſſiſtant to the Reſident. 


The Governor General.—Mr, Briſtow in a former letter 
having complained that the Bankers who had lent to the 
Nabob, or to Mr. Briſtow in the Nabob's name, fifteen 
lacks of rupees, had refuſed to make another lean of the 
ſame ſum, although bound, as I recolle&, by poſitive en- 
gagements, and had demanded payment of the firſt loan, 
both which inſtances he ſpeaks of in terms charging them 
with inſolence and preſumption, or uſing expreſſions very 
nearly reſembling theſe ; this led me to enquire of Lalah 
Coſhaul Chund, the principal Agent of Gopaul Doſs Sah at 
this place, whether heknew of ſuch engagement as that men- 


_ tioned by Mr. Briſtow ; he aſſured me that he did not, and 
gave me reaſons which at the time convinced me that it was 


morally impoſſible he could. He has fince confirmed this 
| declaration 
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declaration on the authority of his maſter, to whom he wrote 
on the ſubject, and has furniſhed me with a copy of the 
Bond given for the loan actually made, which, with the 
tranſlation, I lay before the Board, deeming it, if authentic, 


a-clear and abſolute refutation of the aſſertion made by Mr. 
Briſtow, | 


Copy of a Bond under the ſeal of Mr. John Briſtow, dated 
the 6th Ryib 1197 Hegira, anſwering to the th June 
1783, correſponding with the 23d Chort 1190 Fuſſulee. 


The ſum of 17 lacks 40 thouſand Lucknow Sicca Rupees 
has been paid to the honourable Company's Sircar by the 
undermentioned creditors, through the hands of Lalla 
| Menſa Ram, the Gomaſtah of Lallah Gopaul Doſs Sau, 
upon loan, at the rate of 1 per cent. monthly intereſt, which 
] engage to repay, after the Company's neceſſary expences, 
from the receipts of the Company's aſſignments upon the 
Mahls of the Nabob Vizier. | 


Principal. 
From Lalla Munſeram, the 
 Gomaſtah of Lalla Gopaul 
Doſs Sah — — _ 14,00,000 
From Lalla Kifhenchund 1,00,008 
| 7 — 15. oo, ooo 
Hundeawaun, at the rate of „e 
» ih per cent. — — — 2, 40, 000 
Total — 17, 40, oo0 
— — — 


The Governor General further begs leave to remind the 
the board, that there are now two applications before them 
for their determination, one from Lalah Coſhaul Chund, 
petitioning the Board's orders for the payment of this debt, 
and another from the Nabob Vizier, requeſting that he may 
be permitted to reſtore to his grandmother and other ro- 
lations the Jagheers which were taken from them the bee 
ginning of laſt year. As this laſt requeſt is immediately 

nnected with the order of the Court of Directors, he de- 

ires that it may be taken into conſideration at the ſame time, 
and entered in this place. 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 27th December 
1783. 


7 The — letters from Mr. Briſtow and Colonel 
ames. Morgan having been received on the 23d and 26th 
358 D d 2 1 inſtant 
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ſay thus much, I know not; but the maſter's conduct 
gives it the appearance of truth. {zh 
A true Copy. | 
(Signed) TREVOR WHELER, 
| Aſſiſtant to the Reſident. 


EXTRACT of a Letter from Colonel Sir — Cumming 
to Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court; 
dated Futty Ghur, November 27th 1783. 


I am to inform you that a fray bas happened between the 
detachment ſent out tg collect grain in the diſtrict of Chop- 
ramow, and the inhabitants of a village named Achbar- 
| Pore: the latter had made a practice of carrying off the grain 

4 night, of which the officer on command 1eceived intelli- 
gence, and agreeably to his inſtructions determined to pre- 
vent it. The people that were carrying away the grain find- 
ing that they were diſcovered, unloaded the Hackaries and 
Bullocks, . and attacked the Company's Sepoys. The con- 
ſequence was, that a Zomindar and about twelve of his Ry- 
ots were killed, and four Sepoys of ours weie killed alſo, 
and four more wounded | 

I am not without apprehenſion that more accidents of 
this kind will happen, as the people even though paid ready 
money, will not part with their grain voluntarily; and it is 
at the ſame time impoſſible for the troops here to ſubſiſt 
without regular ſupplies from the country. To you, who 
are well acquainted with the refractory ſpirit of the people 
in this neighbourhood, a circumſtance of this kind will 
not appear uncommon or extraordinary : I could however 
have wiſhed the event had not happened. 

N A true copy. 
(Signed) TREVOR WHELER, 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident, 


The Governor General.—Mr, Briſtow in a former letter 
having complained that the Bankers who had lent to the 
Nabob, or to Mr. Briſtow in the Nabob's name, fifteen 
lacks of rupees, had refuſed to make another lean of the 
ſame ſum, although bound, as I recolle&, by pofitive en- 
gagemeats, and had demanded payment of the firſt loan, 
both which inſtances he ſpeaks i in terms charging them 
with inſolence and preſumption, or uſing expreſſions ver 
nearly reſembling theſe ; this led me to.enquire of Lal 
Coſhaul Chund, the principal Agent of Gopaul Doſs Sah at 
this place, whether he knew of ſuch engagement as that men- 
_ tioned by Mr. Briſtow ; he aſſured me that he did not, and 
gave me reaſons which at the time convinced me that it was 
morally impoſſible he could. He has ſince confirmed: this 

| declaration 
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declaration on the authority of his maſter, to whom he wrote 

on the ſubje&, and has furniſhed me with a copy of the 

Bond given for the loan actually made, which, with the 

tranſlation, I lay before the Board, deeming it, if authentic, 

- —_ and abſolute refutation of the aſſertion made by Mr. 
riſtow. | of 


Copy of a Bond under the ſeal of Mr. John Briſtow, dated 
the 6th Ryib 1197 Hegira, anſwering to the th June 
1783, correſponding with the 23d Chort 1190 Fuſſulee. 


The ſum of 17 lacks 40 thouſand Lucknow Sicca Rupees 
has been paid to the honourable Company's Sircar by the 
undermentioned creditors, through the hands of Lalla 


Menſa Ram, the Gomaſtah of Lallah Gopaul Doſs Sau, 


upon loan, at the rate of 1 per cent. monthly intereſt, which 
I engage to repay, after the Company's neceſſary expences, 
from the receipts of the Company's aſſignments upon the 
Mahls of the Nabob Vizier. 


Principal. 
From Lalla Munſeram, the 
- Gomaſtah of Lalla Gopaul 
Doſs Sah — — 14.0, ooo 
From Lalla Kifhenchund 1,00,008 
| 1 | —³32Q—G2 15. oo, ooo 
Hundeawaun, at the rate f 8 
156 per cent. — 2, 40, ooo 
Total — 17, 40, oo0 
— —-—- 


The Governor General further begs leave to remind the 
the board, that there are now two applications before them 
for their determination, one from Lalah Coſhaul Chund, 
petitioning the Board's orders for the payment of this debt, 
and another from the Nabob Vizier, requeſting that he may 
be permitted to reſtore to his grandmother and other re- 
lations the Jagheers which were taken from them the be- 
ginning of laſt year. As this laſt requeſt is immediately 
— with the order of the Court of Directors, he de- 
ires that it may be taken into conſideration at the ſame time, 
and entered in this place. 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 21th December 
1783. | 


The following letters from Mr. Briſtow and Colonel 


James. Morgan having been received on the 2gd and 26th 
th. D d 2 I inſtant 


* 


* 
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inſtant, were circulated on the reſpective days of their aii - 
val to the members of the Board, ; S128 


. Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen; | 

When Almafs Ally Khawn ſet off to ſuperintend the 
cultivation of his diſtricts during the Rubby harveſt, he 
left his family at Lucknow, profefling his intention to return 
as ſoon as the object of his journey ſhould be accompliſhed. 
The proofs of his former mfidelity, as they appeared in 
the intercepted correſpondence between him and Mahajee 
Scindia, and Mr. Anderſon's diſcovery of his connection 
with the Marattas, I have already had the honovr to tranſ- 
mit to you. —Permit me, Gentlemen, to refer you, for the 
detail, to my addreſs of the 4th October laſt, and its en- 
cloſures, A | E | 

With this evidence in recollection againſt him, I could 
truſt but little to the ſteadfaſtneſs of his allegiance ; and as my 
ſuſpicions were further awakened by an unuſual tardineſs i 
the payment of his Kiſts, even before his departure, I de- 
termined to be very attentive to all his conduct: With re- 
ſpe& to the performance of his pecuniary engagements, I 
apprized you, Gentlemen, in an addrefs, dated the 12th 

ovember, and one of the 2d inſtant, how entirely my re- 
preſentations had failed in perſuading to be more punctual; 
although theſe repreſentations have been repeatedly renewed, 
they have hitherto produced nothing but unmeaning pro- 


feſſions on his part, inſomuch, indeed, that Almaſs, wha 


till this year was ever-accuſtomed to - furniſh bis monthly 
payments in advance, is now proportionably more in arrears 
than any other Aumil—the balance on this account duy 
from him, amounting to eight lacks of rupees. 

Great as muſt be the diſappointment- and inconvenience 
ariſing to the Company from a deficiency in their reſources 
ſo little expected, I am afraid it is not in this inſtance alone 
that the conduct of Almaſs will be found highly reprehen- 
ſible. I have particular occaſion to believe he has again ac- 
tually entered upon deſigus of a treaſonable complexion, and 
which, if not timely guarded againſt and prevented, may be 
eventually productive of infinite confuſion and miſchief in 
the Vizier's government. My intelligence coming through 
various channels, is uniform and pofitive, that he has r& 
newed his correſpondence with the Marrattas. I alſo cer- 


tainly know, that he has ſecretly and compleatly withdrawn 


his family and effects, as well as thoſe of all his dependants 
from Lucknow. Soch meaſures as I, in conſequence of 
theſe informations, judged it neceſſary to adopt, without 
Joſs of time, will appear from the accompanying copies of 
letters addreſſed by me to the commanding officers at Cawn- 


mended 


pore and Futtyghur. I hope the precautions therein recom- 
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mended to Colonets Morgan and Cumming will meet with 1 
your 3 1 am more particularly anxious, gentle- 4 
men, that nothing neceſſary to the ſecurity of the canton - ._ 
ments at Cawnpore ſhould be omitted, as I underſtand Al- 9 
maſs is in force at a place not very diſtant from that ſtation. . 

I ſhall be indefatigably attentive to diſcover the extent of 
this new plot, which as yet, I truſt, is in no great forward- 
neſs, as well as careful inſtantly to communicate to your 
honourable Board all that may occur of importance on the 
— In the mean time, as far as depends upon me, I 
— make ſuch diſpoſitions as to be prepared againſt the 
Worit. | * | 
I am, with the higheſt reſpe&, &c. &c. &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
13th December 1783. Refident at the Vizier's Court. 


Tranſlation of a letter from Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident - - 
at the Vizier's Court, to Almaſs Ally Khawn ; dated 4th 
of Mohurrum 1198 Hegira. 


Your® letter, in excuſe for not paying the Kiſts on ac- 
count of the drought, is received. There is no doubt of 
the calamity ; but it is alſo known, that ſomething is pro- 
duced (though there is a ſcarcity) during the Fuſſil. Before 
this, you were acquainted, that all the Aumils pay their 
Kiſts ; You have only paid two lacks, inſtead of ſeven lacks. 
of rupees, to the end of Cateck ; for this reaſon you are wrote 
to not to conſider it a trifling matter, and to uſe your utmoſt 
endeavours to pay your Kiſts. 

(Signed) R. GREGORY, . 
Afﬀiſtant to the Reſident, 


Tranſlation of a Letter from Almaſs Ally Khan to Mr, 
John Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Your letter, ordering me to uſe my endeavours to pay the 
Kiſts, and not think it a trifling matter, is received. My 
benefaQor ! have I ever trifled with your , even upon 
the moſt indifferent buſineſs? How is it poſſible I can con- 
fider this as trifling, which relates to the payment of mo- 
ney? My punQuality heretofore you know. I paid every 
1 regularly what was due, and prevented the neceſſity of 
being applied to for arrears : this is conſiſtent with my in- 
clination. The calamity that attends the preſent year is 


* This Letter was an anſwer to the encloſure, No. 2. for- 
awarded in the Reſident's addreſs to the Board, of date the 24 


nn known 


46 Papers taloting to Charges IV. and XVE 


kown. It is my misfortune that you are pleaſed to fend 
me ſuch orders, which makes me aſhamed and affiifted, 
for my honour depends upon your protection. God knows, 
Ido not allow myſelf a moment's leiſure from the bufineſs 
of the collections; the farmers are now employed in water. 
ing the lands for the Rubby harveſt, and they will not have 
ſown the ſeed in this country till the middle of Poos, for 
they cannot, with the-utmoſt labour, water from one well 
more than eight or ten biſwas in aday. Till the feed is in 
the ground there is no proſpect of Jaydaads. I have wrote 
to the Aumils and Chuckledars moſt preflingly to make the 
arrangements. Be pleaſed to think that the country is ex- 
tenſive ; and this year the produce of the lands will be col- 
lected from the farmers, as they are alone reſponſible for the 
portion each cultivates, and not a rupee beſides the Jay= 
daads now ſettling will be collected from the Zemindars. 
The people are dying by famine, and it muſt be with the 
greateſt care that the Jaydaads are realized. After the grai 
Is ſown, the Aumils will get Jaydaads, and ſend me i» 
account, which, as ſoon as received, I will preſent to you 
in perfon. When the account is prepared, after crediting 
the Tamaut, &c. whatever Kiſtbundee may be ſettled ſhall 
be paid from the collections of the country: till the arrange= 
ments are made, not a cowry of the collections ſhall be ex- 
pended. The Tainaut and Tuncawders ſhall be diſmiſſed, 
except ſome horſe and foot for the purpoſe of collecting. 
Without troops it is in vain to expect any collections; in 
this time of ſcarcity, it will be neceſſary to give them ſuffici- 
ent to live upon. What can be done? Human endeavours 
are of no avail in competition with the will of the Almighty 
My fortune depends upon your protection Whateveris 
received, Laula —— acquaint you. 
5 true Tranſlation, 


Pn (Signed) R. GREGORY. 


To Colonel John Morgan, — the troops in the 
; ie] . 
Sir. 


As I have ſtrong reaſons to doubt the loyalty of Almaſs 
Ally Khan, I am very apprehenſive that he may ſeize the 
opportunity which the departure of the brigade from Cawn- 
pore preſents to him, of throwing off his allegiance, and 
poſſibly make ſome attempt to poſſeſs himſelf of the artillery 
and ſtores left at that ſtation ; I muſt therefore requeſt you 
will favour me with your opinion, whether you think the 
force now left at Cawnpore under the command of Major 
Dunn, is ſufficient. to enable that officer, ſhould Almaſls 
actually harbour any ſuch defign, to defend himſelf till re- 
inforcements may arrive from the ſtations of Lucknow, 


* Kyrabad, 
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Kyrabad, and Salore, or from Colonel Sir John Cumming's 
detachmenr, and ſuppoſing Almaſs to bring with him to the 
attack, as I believe he readily might, a body of troops, ar- 


tillery, &c. agreeably to the encloſed ſtatement—lf you are 


of opinion that Major Dunn's preſent force is inſufficient, 
I am forther to requeſt you will direct ſuch an augmentation 
to be made to it from your brigade as may effectually ſecure 
him againſt any hoſtile attempt from the quarter above- 
mentioned, till the arrival of Colonel Ironfide. I ſhould 
have addreſſed you earlier on this ſubject, but it was only 
to-day that the intelligence reached me, from which I am 
led particularly to think the defection of Almaſs probable, 
I hope, indeed the beſt, but it is nevertheleſs, in common 
prudence, neceſſary to guard againſt every poſhble contin- 
gency; at the ſame time, as the appearance of ſuſpicion or 


diſtruſt, on the part of Government, with reſpect to his 
good faith, might tend to confirm Almaſs in his evil deſigns 
and accelerate a meaſure which is at preſent perhaps only in 


contemplation : I dare ſay you will agree with me in opinion, 


that in recommending the utmoſt vigilance to the command- 
ing officer at Cawnpore, &c. it is highly proper the motives 
inducing theſe precautions ſhould be kept as ſecret as poi- 


ſible. 
| I have the honour, &c. &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
10th December 1983. Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 


ncloſed I have the honour to tranſmit to you a copy of 


a letter I have received from the Reſident at the Vizier's 
Court, and of its encloſures. I had the honovr to addreſs 
you upon the ſubject of them, in a letter under date aqth 
Auguſt laſt, and then requeſted to have your inſtructions 
upon the caſe ; fince that time, ſo far from having any rea- 
ſons to ſuſpect Almaſs Aly Khan of being any ways diſaf- 
fected, I concluded he was the reverſe, for, by all accounts, 
I have underſtood that friendly interviews had paſſed lately 
between him and Mr. Briſtow at Lucknow; and every 
thing ſettled then in the moſt amicable manner. And 
though I have heard that he purchaſed ſome houſes at 
Kalpi, and had an agent in the Maratta camp with Scin- 
dia, yet I have never had any grounds for a ſuſpicion of 
His having the leaſt deſign to give offence to our govern- 
ment; but, that no precaution might be omitted for ſecur- 


ing the ſtation of Cawnpore, I have taken the ſteps which 


are mentioned in the encloſed copy of my letter to Mr. 
Briſtow, Agreeably to general orders, I am thus far on 


my way to Illahabad, where the ſecond brigade is directed 


to paſs the third. At and before I left Cawnpore, I had 
1 orde ted, 
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ordered, in conformity to the Commander in Chief's in- 
tructions, three of the Sepoy regiments to march down the 
country by a different route, to prevent the troops ſuffering 
from ſcarcity of grain, However, in my opinion, when 
Major M*Clary has joined Major Dunn at Cawnpore, there 
will be a force ſufficient for ſecuring the artillery and ma- 
gazine from any kind of danger, the lines of Cawnpore 
—_— a ſtrong poſt for them to occupy in caſe of ne- 


| I have the honour, &c. &c. 
Camp, near Carrah, (Signed) JAMES MORGAN, 


_ 16th Dec. 1783. Col. commanding 2d Brigade. 


To Colonel James Morgan, commanding the 'Troops in 
| the Field. | 
„ie, 
As I have ſtrong reaſons to doubt the loyalty of Almaſs 
Ally Cawn, I am very apprehenſive that he may ſeize the 
opportunity which the departure of the brigade from Cawn- 
pore preſents to him, of throwing off his allegiance, and 
poſſibly make ſome attempt to poſſeſs himſelf of the artil- 
— and ſtores left at that ſtation. I muſt, therefore, re- 
queſt you will favour me with your opinion, whether you 
think the force now left at Cawnpore, under the command 
of Major Dunn, is ſufficient to enable that officer, ſhould 
. actually harbour any ſuch deſign, to defend him- 
ſelf till reinforcements may arrive from the ſtations of 
Lucknow, Kyrabad, and Salone, or from Sir John Cum- 
ming's detachment; and ſuppoſing Almaſs to bring with 
him to the attack, as I believe he readily might, a body of 
troops, artillery, &c. agreeably to the encloſed ſtatement. 
Tf you are of opinion that Major Dunn's preſent force is 
inſufficient, I am further to requeſt you will direct ſuch an 
augmentation to be made to it from your brigade as may 
effectually ſecure him againſt any hoſtile attempt from the 
quarter above mentioned, till the arrival of Colonel Iron- 
hide. | 
I ſhould have addreſſed you earlier on this ſubject, but'it 
was only to day that the intelligence” reached me, from 
which I am led particularly to think the defection of Al- 
maſs probable. I hope, indeed, the beſt, but it is never- 
therleſs in common prudence neceflary toguard againſt every 
poſſible contingency ; as the appearance of ſuſpicion and 
diſtruſt on the part of Government with reſpe& to his 
good faith, might tend to confirm Almaſs in his evil deſigns, 
and accelerate a meaſure which is at * perhaps only 
in contemplation : I dare ſay you will agree with me in 
opinion, that in recommending the utmoſt vigilance to 
the Commanding Officer at Cawnpore, &t. it is highly 

in | | t . 2 — 
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the motives inducing theſe precautions ſhould bo 


pt as ſecret as poſſible. 1 
| I have the honour, &c. &c. 
Lucknow, _- (Signed) J. BRISTOW, 


Toth Dec. 1783. L 


To. John Briſtow, Eſquire, Reſident 
N YI Court. .IY f 
Sir, , 


I have this moment received your letter of the 10th inſt. 
and in conſequence have ordered Major M*Clary to march 
back with his regiment to Cawnpore with the utmoſt. expe- 
dition, where he will arrive in two days. And now TI have 
only. one, regiment of Sepoys with me; but 1 cannot. think 
that Almaſs has any. intention to diſturb the ſtation of 
Cawnpore ; however, as Colonel Sir John Cumming is 
now in full force, from having been joined by Major Dun- 
can with two regiments, I hope and flatter myſelf, that you 
have wrote to him upon the ſubject, as I recommended it 
to you in my letter of the 29th Auguſt laſt, which I refer 
you for what I thought neceſſary to be ſaid on the ſub- 
ject: And he will not fail to give every aſſiſtance the occa- 
ion requires, for the protection of the Cawnpore' ſtation, 
if you have wrote to him. ” | 

a Before this time.you-muſt have ſeen the neceſſity of re- 


at the . Vizier's 


have been ordered for that ſervice; and even if the caſe was 
emergent, a battalion from the regiment at Lucknow 
might have been ſent, both which -I recommend to you to 
be done. wy 4 7 | 

Was I to return with the remainder of the brigade, it 
might, as you obſerve, haſten his defection, and give him 
ſome ſuſpicion of our Government's having inimical in- 
ſtructions towards him. 

I ſhall halt here ſome time, in conſequence of your let- 
ter, and of Colonel Ironfide's wiſhing to paſs me upon the 
march, inſtead of meeting me at Illahabad, leſt there ſhould 
be a ſcarcity of grain. | 

I have to requeſt of you to be ſo good as to deſire Mr. 
Hutchinſon to proceed to Manickpore with the treaſure ; 
and in caſe he ſhould have left Lucknow, that you will be 
ſo good as to diſpatch a letter after him to defire him to 
march to this p 

Dated Carrah, (Signed) JAMES MORGAN, 
14th Dec, 1783. Col. commanding the troops in the field. 


Exp or THE FouRTH VOLUME. 


Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


f 
inforcing the . ſtation, and troops from Khyrabad might 
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R. B. Sheridan, Tickell, * J. — 
J. 8. Hall, Caleb Whitefoord, 8. CR R. Cumber- 
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Edition. The whole carefully gr >v1lee 
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AN ASYLUM for T 
and Verſe, not in any other Colicetipn% 

never before publiſhed : Incl 

Rolhad, revifed ; the Probati Odes for the Laureatſhip ; 
Lord G——m's Diary; Lord M——e on Eloquence. 
A great variety of curious and entertaining Pieces, many of 
which are now firſt aps from Manuſeripts of the ſeveral 
Authors, * pare me — b the late Lord Hol- 
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Mt The Third Volume of this Work ig preparit | 
forithe Preſs, and will be ſpeedily publiſhed. Thoſe aring 
tlemen who are deſirous of contributing to this Collection 
are humbly requeſted to make their communications as early 


as raed 


